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•  

S.T.: When was the first mission founded in Kodiak and why? 

Sr. M.A.: OK we are the Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart and we 

first arived in Kodiak, not I, but five sisters in 1944. 

The foundation of our mission at Kodiak dates back to the summer 

of 1944 for then it was that a religious community was first 

suggested as the logical solution to the problem of managing 

the Griffin Memorial Hospital. Since the opening of the hospital 

in 1939, it had been ad ministered by head nurses acting under 

the Hospital Board, and lastly by Dr. A. Holmes Johnson as 

medical director. Routine management, remained in the hands 

of the head nurse. Conditions in the hospital were imminently 

unsatisfactory. So it was decided by the bishop that a religious 

community should and take over. We weren't accepted of course 

at that time. Later on we were. We administered for all those 

years as a nursing order in the old Griffin Memorial Hospital 

which is now the Mental Health Center. We lived there til 1967. 

In 1954 Sister Hillery and one of the fathers <I don't remember 

which one) decided to start a school, a parochial school. 

They started with the first second and third grades 

s.T.: Where was the first school located? 

Sr.MA: The first school was located in old church, theold St. 

Maries church which was down by the where the fish and Game building 

is now . 
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• Pg-3 

Sr.M.A. The bank was on the other side of the corridor, and this 

•  

building was condemned · The bank stayed until their was built 

and we stayed until we began to build this school here· This 

was in 1967 and we were truly called St. Maries of the Island 

then because the first and second grade were in a meeting room 

inside St. James Episcopal church, the 3rd , 4th , 5th , and 6th 

<We had double classes > were in the old condemned public school 

building, and the 7th and 8th grade were in the abandoned 

fishermans Hall that was downtown where the fish and Game is 

now-That building was moved up here and it was the old thrift shop 

next door to the old church • They cut the old St. Maries church 

in half. The old church was located right across from the Russian 

Orthodox Church. And we watched it being brought up Millbay and 

situated here. The old church is the thrift shop now, and they 

also moved theold fishermans hall up here for the 7th and 8th 

grades. this area was nothing but trees I think they took 160 

trees out of here. Woody Way and Murphy Way was nothing but a 

ravine and was part of the land. Just trees and trees with foxes 

and rabbits and other animals. 

The old Holland house is where the sisters are living now and 

and it was bought along with Mirikovich's bungalo for the rectory 

and we had the old church here til recently, about three years ago, 

when our new one was built· 

•  







Pg.6 

• (cont) 
Sr.M.A.: 

• 
S.T. : 

Sr.M.A.: 

There were'nt that many people out at Chiniak there would one or two families 

out there we knew well. It was still a long beautiful ride out there. 

We had the Airforce out there at the time and went out quite often•••. 

we were "fated" to beautiful dinners and things like that , it was just 

wonderful. Joe Batey had his ranch the Burtons own it now and we would go 

out and visit the Bateys. It was a wonderful ride out and that part I hope 

is never spoiled , that's Kodiak ya know • 

When the Archbishop was going to buy land here several people said "You're" 

foolish where as other people were advising himto move out here, because 

this is where the town was goingto move. We now know that was true. 

But I really love it here, I don't want to leave it. The people are really 

wonderful • I personally think we have some of the most excellant teachers 

in all the schools here on Kodiak. 

We started in "67" to fly out to Adak each summer, there were 4 sisters 

that went the first summer. 

Why did you go out to Adak? 

To teach religion to the children of the navy. There were no natives out 

there. We used to go out every summer until about 1980, we'd go out on 

Reeves and then we'd go out on a little navy plane then the Coast Guard 

moved in and we went out on a C-130 going way out to Attu ,stop in Shemya 

and then go to Adak. It was a wonderful experience, Ilooked forward to it 

every summer. It was like my vacation• 
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~ S.T.: When you said the sisters were not well recieved when they were going to establish 

things here back in the 40s, what do you mean by that? 

Sr.M.A.; Well I think generally people were afraid nuns , we dressed differently and we had 

a different life style and the didn't know much about us. They expected a drastic 

change, but I guess when they realized how hard the sisters worked and how they 

scrubbed and we didn't have anybody to do that we do our own work. I think when the 

people realized that we were'nt here to take over or do anything like that and we 

were just here to help. [Reading from an written annal] Thefirst sisters were turned 

away and sent to to I think it was Juneau and then they came back and then were sent 

Ketchikan. 

S.T.:They were not allowed to stay on the island? 

Sr.M.A.: No •• they weren't allowed to stay 

S.T.: The people in general or ••• 

~ Sr.M.A. You know •• I honestly dont know exactly who"THEY" were. 

S.T.: Was the Roman Catholic church established on the island at this time? 

Sr.M.A.: No •• it was on the base but not here • [Reading ] Slowly the small fishing 

boat chugged out of the bay carrying aboard avery ill young girl, she was on her way 

to Seward, the nearest hospital. they were only an hour out of the bay when the girl 

died with a ruptured appendix. This and other incidents finally convinced the 

people of Kodiak of the need of hospital facilities in their community. 

[The following two pages are copies of a writing by one of the sisters covering some 

history and their journey.] This excerpt explains the brief beginnings of the hospital 

for which the Grey Nuns originally came to administer. 
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