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Dear Community members, -  g
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I haue come to your community to study and record some of the orai history 
and folklore of the Rlutiiq people of the Alaska Peninsula. Many people haue 
asked for help in preseruing the stories and history of peninsula communities 

so that future generations mill be able to learn them.

This project mill continue for about one and a half years, beginning in 
January, 1992. The mork that I mill be doing mill help me earn a Ph.D. degree 
in anthropology, but I am not being paid for it. I understand that the stories 
that may be told to me are property of the Rlutiiq storytellers and people. I 
mill not publish the stories in a book, eucept by permission of the 
storytellers. If  published, any royalties mill belong to the storytellers.

Although I mill be doing the research, I haue a superulsor mho mill check my 
mork, Dr. Lydia T. Black, Professor of Anthropology at the Uniuersity of Alaska

Fairbanks.

I mill Hue in your community and study horn people use folklore in their 
eueryday Hues. I mould like to take some pictures, mith the permission of 
the people to be photographed. I mill also talk mith and tape record 
community members, again mith their permission, and learn about the family 
histories and stories mhich they mant to pass domn to the younger 

generations.

It is up to each person to decide if he or she mants to be interuiemed and 
recorded. I houe receiued grants from the Notionol Science Foundation and 
the Uniuersity of Washington Libraries mhich mill allom me to pay the 
storytellers $15.00 per hour. I haue also receiued money to pay translators.
I studied the Rlutiiq language for a year, but am just beginning to understand 
it, so I mill need the help of a translator mhen storytellers prefer to tell their 

stories in Rlutiiq.

By signing this paper, I promise the folioming:

1) I mill keep your name and anything that could be used to identify 
you confidential, unless you mould like your name attached to your stories.

2) If  you agree to haue your interuiems or stories tape recorded, 
copies of the recordings mill be placed in the Uniuersity of Alaska Rrchiues 
and the Uniuersity of Washington Libraries and mill be auailable to future 
researchers. Vou mill also receiue copies of the recordings and the mritten 
transcripts of those recordings.

3) I mill use this information to teach people about the history and



culture o f  the Rlutiiqs o f  the Rlosko Peninsula, to the best o f m y 
understanding. I will t r y  to check m y conclusions w ith  y o u , but will 
acknow ledge th a t any mistakes I m ake will be m ine. f-J

4) I will tell you about the conclusions I come t o , and will haue any 
books th a t might be based on the stories checked w ith  the storytellers 
before hauing them  published.

5) I will not earn royalties fro m  books which are collections o f Rlutiiq

6) I will be happy to a n sw e r any questions you haue about this s tu d y .

I f  you are willing to be inte ruie w e d by me and haue the tapes or inform atio n  
used as I haue euplained in this p aper, please sign y o u r nam e.

Patricia H. P a rtn o w  
Uniuersity o f Rlaska Fairbanks 
Anthropology D e p artm e n t

stories.
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