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Father William J. Lovens, S. J.
Like his predecessors in the Jesuit order of the Roman
Catholic Church, Father William Lovens began his work in Alaska

in  bthe lowsr Yukon Fiver region. In 195% he was asked by the

Jesuits  to start a high school in Holy Cross, the first high

school  in history to be located along the banks of the Yukon

Fiwver. With an enrollment of ten students that Ffirsht vear,
Father Loyvens taught five different subliects.
Because of rapid cultuwral changs among native people,

the Jesuit Superior recognized the need for a priest to study

native ocultures. Father Lovens was asked to obtain his
doctorate in  anthropology. He received his FhD  from  the
University of Wisconsin in 1966, He taught anthropology at

the University of Alaska, gave seminars to professionals as
wall as voluntesrs, and served as a consultant for agencies
working directly with or for the native people.
"IF each one of wus avolids one culbtuwral mistake, one
faux pas this year, | consider that worth my time,"

salid Father Lovens to a class of Jesult voluntesrs.

Although he served the chuwoh as Jesuit Superior of  the

Oy egyom Frovinoce and cwrrently as pastor of Immacul ate
Conception Church in Fairbanks, Father Lovens has spent  most
of his time teaching. Az an anthropologist he "readily  and
peaceful ly accepts evolution as a fact of life,” a concept

compatible with the teachings from the Bible.




