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A. How long have each one of you lived in Homer?

J. I came to Homer in about 1934.

E. And I ca. e in the fall of 1934.

A. Did you two meet in Homer or Seldovia?

J. No, r:arion , you came to Seldovia in the fall of 1934. You came to
Homer in the spring -no , wait, Karch of 1935.

1. Oh , yes , that 's right .

A. Did you I. eet in Homer or Seldovia?

.: . No , we met in Seldovia .

A Did any other family members come with you to Homer?

l·~ . [ o , no one came with me but Jim 's brother, guy came up with him.

A. And other than that , nobody?

M. Other than that , nobody , that 's right .

A. And how di d you arrive to Homer?

E . Over from Seldovia with Tom Shelford , he ran a jjail boat between Homer
and Seldovia then.

A. Ih at encouraged you to come to Homer?
: . ",::,·'[el l , I came because I married Jim .
J. ~{ell , I came to Alaska in 1929. I worked with Alaska Guides then and they
had a bunch of horses at the time and they weathered them in Homer. So ,
I had a job of bringing the horse j down the beach to Homer, and they farmed
them, some on the Spi t , and different ones took so ,any head and that 's sort
of the way I heard of Homer. I was here the next Spring, the next Fall . I
was here until the 3pr i ng of 1934 when I found out they had opened up a
school section for homesteading . And then I filed on 160 acres right here
in t.ovn •

.iI . 'Ther e was your homestead?

J. It was right where the old cemetary is now , That was all part of my
homestead . It went 40 acre s below the road and the rest above .

A. how long did you guys have your homestead there?

M. (\~ll , we started to sel l it in about 1940, we would just sell it a couple
acres at a time , and just a few years ago , we sold the last 2 acres that we
had .
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A. What kind of things did you produce on your homestead, what was ~our

main source of food?

M. ~ell , about the only thing we grew is we had a garden and we had a cow,
and chickens : Fe didn 't raise any grain or anything although we did put up
hay in swnmer.

A. O.K. , ~ll , where wpre these guide horses located other than the spit?

J . bleI l , on the spit , there used to be wonderful grass , you used to be able
to keep over to 50 head of horses over the winter out there without feed .

A. This is before the earthquake?

J . Yeah , this is before the earthquake .

A. Now , like on your homestead , how did you obtain the ownership? How
did you become the owners , was there any particular way?

I . ~fell , Jim was a veteran , and when you are a veteran, you only had to build
a livib9te house .

J . Live on it 7 months .

Yes , 7 months . Of course , that 's all you were required to l ive on it , of
course , He stayed on it

A. And which war was i t , was i t Korld War I .that you were a veter an?

M. Yes , he wa s in WWI .

J . Yes , I wa s in WWI .

A. Ah , that' s inter esti ng . ~ell , before you obta i ned your homestead , where
did you s t ay? ~

J . Lwel l , I stayed i n Anchorage for the ::"i r s t 5 year s I was " d:~ up her e , _ \-,0
t he n , in 1934, I came down her e t o st ay , and I st ayed i n what wa s Andrew~~\i

place , and i t t urned out then , the ! la~o~e s had it down on t he Sl ough , we called
i t t he sl ough t hen . M t(., f;"6. a }'

M. It ' s cal l ed Maddox r oad down t here now.

J . Yeah , i t ' s call ed ;!addox road now and a t the end of t he r oad t here wa s a
big l og cabi n .

A. Was t hi s l i ke the ma in place in town , wher e l i ke, ever ybody would s t ay
at?

E. No , no i t wasn 't . When we came here , t here wer e no s t ores or anything ,
t here was j us t a pos t offi ce . Just 2 6chools , and a Post Office and we had
t o go to Sel dovi a to do our groce ry shoppi ng , and t here wer e now st ores her e .

A. When did the f i r st store come i n?

J . "1936, Mr s . Walli had t he f i r s t one , t hen t he next year, t he ar r y ' s '
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~bui lt one under the hi l l there wher e bi shop ' s i s .

A. And t hose were l i ke the two ma in s t ores f or a whi l e , or did i t sort of
grow f as t af ter t ha t ?

J . Yeah , i t sort of grew after that . They f i nnal ly got a dock out t here , (on
the spit ) , where Al aska steam would come i n to dock about every 3 weeks , to
am mont h .

A. Ah, I see , now , you sa id there were 2 schools , wher e wer e t hese?

M. ~Well , one school wa s on t he east side where peopl e ca l l noww Charlie Mi l ler ' s
Landi ng .

J . (Wel l; no i t ' s about where Mickey ' s store i s now.

M. And t he other school wa s l oca t ed down her e wher e our present school i s
now , actually , i t would be about wher e Vega Pratt l i ves now.

A. And why i s n ' t i t sti l l t here , what happen ed to i t ?

N . ~W ell , t he one out east , Mi ckey Ros s i used i t a s a stor age house f or gro -
ceries , and t hen t he one on th is side wa s sol d a s par t of the I nl et Hot el .

A. That's down by the bowl i ng al l ey t here?

M. Yes:

A. Well , like the one out at Mi l l er ' s Landing , I know t hey ar e goi ng t o have a
now one out ther e , but like when di d i t sort of die off?

J . Yeah , in about 1941 , when t hey buil t t he school house down t here (the
hi gh school ) t hen they abandoned t hat one out t he re .

M. That 's when you had t he school bus , J i m.

J . No i t i sn ' t, I di dn ' t hav e t he f irst school bus .

A. You drove the school bus?

J . I had a school bus contract t here f or one year . Wel l , ac t ually 2 yea r s ,
bu t I onl y ran i t for one because I had back probl ems , t he second .

A. You mostly did game hunti ng I hear , wel l , what di d you do i n t he off
sea son?

J . You mean i n between game hunti ng?

A. Yea:

J . Wel l , I worked on t he road alot here wi t h t he Road Commi s s i on .

A. I see , well , when did the road come in?
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J . Pardon ;

A. When did t he road come in?

J . Z Wel l t his r oad here , they di dn ' t s t ar t unt i l , I mean a t rue r oad , unti l
1946, but up t o that t i me , we had no r oad . The f arthest out east you could go
was the old Thurston pl ace , and we had no r oad out t his way, pa s t Bidar ka creek .

A. About how f ar out east end road wa s th i s ?

J . What :

M. About how far out east i s Therston ' s pl ace?

q ..... - J . Oh, i t mus t hav e been a au

v I r-::~miles you S~d? -or ' .
M. Yeah , there was about !2/ ml les of r oad to Thurstons , and t here wa s a r oad
down there wher e Walli' s s t ore sa t , down to the be ach past Bi shop 's s tore ,
t her e was a road down that way .

A. Where appr oxi mat ely , wa s Walli ' s s tore?

M. Where Pr oct or ' s s t ore s i ts now.

J . Where t he bi g war ehou se bui ldi ng wa s , tha t wa s t he s tore;

A. And , I guess , Mrs . Ber r y ha d a s t ore wher e wa s thi s l oca t ed?

M. That wa s l oca t ed wher e we now cal l t he Bishop ' s s tore .

A. Bishop 's so re?
1-

M. Down by t he beach t here wher e you turn off int o t he t nlet Hotel , t hat was
the Berry store .

A. Now, I guess , t he I nlet Tradi ng Pos t ha s been her e for a while , How long
ha s i t been here?

~ . That wa s ca l l ed Mrs . Berry ' s s tore .

A. Now, more on t he sug j ects of roads , wa s ther e jus t one main road t hrough
t own , or were there mor e?

M. Yes , just one main r oad t hr ough t own .

J . <Wel l you could go down Mud Bay and acros s a t cer t ain t i mes . And ,
a t certai n stages of t he t i de , we could dr ive down on t he spit .

A. Was thi s mainly in t he summer , mostly?

J . Yes .

A. Let ' s say you had t o go t o Homer t o Anchorage wha t woul d you do t hen?
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J . Boat .

A. When wa s the f i r s t trai l , or r oad , whichever came f i r s t?

M. Road t o Anchor age , you mean?

A. Yeah .

M. 'l'ha t didn ' t go in til l , ......
J . ZWel l i t didn ' t s t ar t ' till 1946, but we wer ked al l t hat wint er . Jus
slashing r ight away, i t wa s ar ound 1950 before you could , t hen you couldn ' t
drive to Andchor age , you could go t o SeWBrd or t he Moose , but i t
was l a t er before they got t he road around t he Turnagai n Arm ar ea t her e .

A. What about suppl i es , did you get t hose f r om Sel dovi a , before t he
store?

M . ~Well until t hey put i n the dock and unt i l Al aska Steam shi ps
would c ome in, before that , though , we would ge t our suppl ier from
Seldovi a . But agai n , onc e the dock was put i n, we got all of our suppl ies
f rom t he Big boat that would come in.

A. And what ab out elect r i ci t y , when did t hat come i n?

M. The firs t el ect r i ci t y?

J . No, we weren 't here t hen . We were up in t he mines when t hey got
elect r i ci t y up her e , t her e wa s s ome in h e homest eads i n t he ear l y ' 50 's .

A. And did t hings like phones and other t hi ngs l i ke that , fol l ow i n
r ight after electri city?

M. There were phones in homer when we first came here , but i t wa s jus t '
one l ine that was put up by the people and t hen taken care of by t he people ,
i t was just one of those ol d- f a sh ion phones wher e your ring would be
one l ong and mine would be 3 l ong and one short , and that was our f irst
phone . There wa sn Vt any system unt i l •••• ?

J . Homer High .

M. Homer High buil t the f i r s t phone system, comparative to t he one
we have now, and t hen , I t h ink , he sould out t o ~lacier State .

A. So the people t ook care of i t, so t here wasn 't any f orms of Government
or no Mayor or anything?

M. No , that ' s r ight , al l t he f irs t phones wer e t aken care of by the l ocal
peopl e here i n Homer .

A. And what f orms of Government wa s there i n H mer ?
n

11 . I t wa sn ' t until we came her e and t he f irst forms of Government wa s
ca l l ed the P. U.D.,

J . And t hat s t arted i n the l a t er part of t h e ' 30' s.
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A. What does P .U. D. s t and f or .

J . Public Uti l ity Uistri ct .

A. °0, t his was j ust not for Homer , but for the distri c t a l so .

M. No , i t was j us t for Homer , i t wa s the Homer Government .

A. The compar ison of Homer Gover nment now and t hen , How do you f eel t he P .U.D.
handled t hi ngs compar ed to now, was i t better or worse?

J . ~well~ our gover nment t hen j us t i nvol ved t he people living in t he area ,of
cour se our f orm of Government now, that's t he s t a te , t hat ' s control l ed form
Juneau .

A. Could P .U.D. have acces s over your l and, could they , l i ke , t ake away?
I mean, not take1i t away, but were t hey pr et t y much in control of t hings in
that sor t of way?

M. ( Wel l ) did they have t axes under P. U.D.?

J . No .

M. No , we didn ' t , but i t was a f or m of Government quite like our c ity
except t her e were no taxes . They mai nly j us t t r i ed t o shape t hings up unt i l
they got a bet t er syst em goi ng .

A. I don 't know when t hi s was, but the Kachemak Miller s Landi ng ar ea and
t he Homer area , they wer e seper a te f or a l ong t i me?

M. Yo~re tal ki ng about Kachemak Ci t y?

h . ' , ' '; eah , over there , but I gues s up by Fr i t z creek , lot ' s of people l i ved out
there and I guess it was even there b efor e Homer weRt-G~tY-~8e was t j erej

J . {.Wel l Kachemak City spr ung up aft er Alaska was decl ared a St ate , and
Homer went city wi·se .

M. But there have always been people living i n t ha t area .

J . Those peopl e out ther e j ust di dn Vt want to be in Homer ' s city limit s , so
t ha t 's why Kachemak ci ty was f'crmed ,

A. And what ki nd of communi ty was up on the hi l l ?

eM. Ther e wa s a school up on t he hill ••••

J . Ba ck by~ycreek .

M. At that t i me , there wer e alot of famil i es living ba ck t here on t he hi l l ,
the Edens had a homestea d up t here , and ther e were so-many s chool chi l dren ,
th at i t wa s ea sier t o hav e a sch ool up t here t han have t hem come down here ,
becau se they would have had to walk down here , they ha d no bus system up
ther e and when did t hat school up t here close , J i m?

J . I don 't r emember .
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A~ Wel l when did t he road come in f r om the hill to here?
Vi

M. When d~d tRe-F8aa- e 8me-~R-fp8m-tBe-B~±± t hat r oad go up by Guy 's , Jim?

J . The west Hill road?

.M. Yeah .

' J . ~bout in the l at er par t of t he ' 30' s •

. A . Did elect r i ci t y come in up t here about t he same t i me a s here?

'M. Well yeah , when i t came into Homer, here , it came i nto all the r e sidents
in ome got the el ect r i ci t y .

' A. Homer ha s changed alot t hroughout t he years, like I can see where you guys
used t o have your homes out t her e by the cemetery , and now i t' s r eal ly crowded
out t here , how do you like the changes of t he population, do you wish there
were mor e or l es s people?

M. Wel l ~ one t hi ng about it , you can 't s t op progress , and you couldn't expect
i t to stay like i t wa s over, I li~ed i t much better in the old days when there
was f ewer people , but we got to go al Dng with pr ogres s.

A. Yeah , do you f eel like t hat , why do you t hi nk t hat , I guess Seldovia
used to be alot bigger than Homer, but why do you think t hat , Homer became
mor e of a ~a jor t own t han Seldovi a?

L ~I. WeIl l I t hink one reason Homer grew and Seldovia didn' t i s because Sel dovi a
the only. way out of ther e i s by air or by water , and that would s t op alot of
growt h , and , of course , Seldovia always had t he big shi ps that went i n t o Homer -
or i nto Sel dovi a , which t hey didn 't have, so they had t o de pend on Homer and A.
Anchor age . Through Homer, Ever yone was goi ng t o Anchorage .

A. About how many Homes t a ead, altogether , approxima t ely were t here in t he
whole community in about 1935- 40?

J . Oh, that' s ab out a $64 question , t here are so many homes t eads
back there on t ee hi ll .

A. Oh, r ea l ly?

J . Yeah, there were s o many people t hat lived up t here on the hi l l .

M. They would come and go . They would stay j us t long enough t o pr ove up
and then t hey would l eave , t hey wouldn 't stay , so i t' s r ea l l y ear d t el l i ng
how many because a r ea l awful alot homesteaded up t here on the hi ll back on
up there .

A. So, it wa s j us t s or t of a come and go proces s?

M. Yeah , but e~en on the lower area, t he lower fla t s down here t here were
s t i l l lot s that came in and didn't st ay .

A. What about when the eart hquake came in, what happened t hen? nid i t kno ck
off any h~esteatrs?

M
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M. Aw, no •••••

J . No , I don Ot think so .

M. I don Ot thi nk the ea r t hquake did any damage here as far a s people l eavmng
t he count ry , or as far as pr oper t y p but t he only thing t he ear t hquake did was
lowering the land on tee spi t .

A. How bi g was the homestead on the spit , I gues s before tha earghquake t here
was one out t here?

M. /Wel l I guess t here wa s one homestead out t here tha t wa s l~G acr es/
There w s j ust one out ±fuere , r i ght J i m?

J . Yes , t hat Os right, j us t one Homes t ead .

M. When we came here , there was s t i l l f ence s .: put up out there around t fuis
homestead .

A. real ly?

M. This was about ha lf-way out on t he spit .

J . It was Herrington who owned i t out there .

A. You said Herrington owned i t out there?

J . Yes, old Herrington woned No , it was May Herri gton .


