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M-Buddig,could you tell me why you came to Homer?

Date:July 16,1981
Place:Pratt Museum

Homer,Ak

B-We l l I came t o Homer many years ago ,quite a few years ago.I came
f r om the old country,Wales,and I came to Seldovia first to be
with my aunt and uncle and thier two babies.And I came in 1928 ,
t o Sel dovi a for quite a few years.Then I came over here.I had some
f r iends over here that I used to come over to visit,a teacher.
She was Mabl e Svedl und , she came and got married here in Homer.
She was transferred from Seldovia here.I came over here.And
then I met a man here and I got married and came over here to
l i ve . That ' s why I came t o Homer.

M-OK,you came over here and got married right?

B-Yes

M- And you had a farm right,a ranch?

B- Yes a lit t l e ranch.

M-Could you tell me something about it,like describe some of the
t hings?

B-We l l we lived on the West Hill road we had one little cabin, just
a small cabi n .Af t er we got married,my husband built this one room
cabin. Then we put another room on it.Put a bedroom on it.And we
made it bigger,and we lived in there.And then I had two 'children
whi le I lived there.When we built on and after we built on the top
,we put a basement under it.

M- oh! 1
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B-They have to lift it up.

M-Yah

B-And put the basement under it and we had that and we did it all
by ourselves,just my husband and I.

M~No machines?

B-No machine or anything we had to •••He lifted it up with oh, what
they call them jacks or whatever,and we carried the sand and
rocks and stuff from the beach.We had a truck and took that
up and filled the basement under there,a concrete basement.
And so we had a real nice house.And the house is still there
right on the West Hill road right as you go around that turn
on the West Hil~ road going up towards the Childs and Turking-
tons and all this right on the oh •••

M-Right on the corner?

B-Yah,turn the corner there that's the house there's a basement
under it.

M-Do people still live in it?

B-Ah yes,people are still in it.Yah,we f~nishe~ it all up And
after that we sold it and went outslde for a year. Mf~usband

"

didn't like it there in Oregon. He was born in Oregon, and he
lived there while he was a young boy, but he wanted to come back
to Alaska. He was a big game guide, so he liked that. And so
that's way we came back, because he wanted to go back to his
guiding again. He used to be a guide before we went there.

M-Oh,well when you came back where did you live?

B- Well, hen we came back we bought Pa Svedlund's house right out
east,right by-letme see now-I think the Kilcher girl had it,
Thompson's bought it from us and it's kind of, ~wo houses tog-
ether. '

M-Yah,ok Fay Kilcher bought that and then she moved to Anchorage.
(
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B-That's the house we lived in,that big house there .That used to be Pa
SvedluDd's house,we bought it from him and we lived there for two or
three years.There we went into partnership with Mr. &Mrs Gully at
the Sefair Mote l 40wn her e . So I lived in the seafair for several
years until 1970.

M-So you did quite a bit bit of moving around then?

B-yah I sure did.

M- Bef or e you went to Oregon did you have any animals & gardens at the
place where you were living?

B-Yah,we had animals on the little farm we had up on the hill.My husband
had 25 or 26 head of horses,that he took on hunting trips.And we had
cows.And we had a cow onthe other little place too.After we moved to
east end we had a cow there and had a few horses there.

M-What was the ground like?

B-Was good ,good .We had a big garden and we had chickens,pigs,ducks,and
turkeys . We had all kinds of stuff.I had two kids,a boy and a girl,
Billy &Enid.They had rabbits and stuff like that .

M-Oh yea,they probably really liked rabbits.

B-Yea.

M- I f I were to be a farmer I would really enjoy having animals around.

B- Oh I think it's nice for young people to have animals.

M- Yea , now where I live,I don't have any animals.But we do have a dog
and we had rabbits but they got loose,and our chickens got eaten
by a dog.

B-Oh dear.

M-So our dog isn't a very good farm dog.

B-Yea,well we had dogs and cats and all that too.

M-Were your dogs pretty good around animals?

B-Oh yes,they were lovely dogs,chesapeakes.They were good dogs.

M-Yea,my dog that I had -let's see-I had one dog and it was a real
little dog.It was a poodle and peki nge se and i t was really friendly
and it liked the chickens.But my other dog was a collie.He'd
always chase birds and everything.

B- Yea , I have a little dog now down in Southern California,it's with
my grandchildren.He's a little chihuahua,he's real cute.I'm
used to big dogs but this is the first little dog I've had.

M-Onyour farm was t here alot of pr oblems wi t h coyotes?
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B-No,the only problems we had were the chickens,there were lots of
hawks,chicken hawks you know.But we were not far enough to have
coyotes.But chicken hawks used to come into our yard and get our
chickens.I had two big fires and one fire was up on the f arm
onthe West hi ll there. I had a chi cken house and a ll t he chicke ns
in there and I had the ducks i n one end,ducks and gee s e . And I
happened t o wake up one night and see t he flames when I went to
the bathroom and I r an out t her e and got all the chickens out
and t he gees e out before i t all burned down. So I threw them all
out in the snow, t hi s was in the wintert ime and I had to carry
them i nto t he barn.Then I had a fire down here at t he Seaf air ,I
lost ever yt hing ~here in the f ire.

M- The house was on fire i t self?

B-Yea t he house,the house burned up.

M-The stoves must have been hazardous.What were the stoves like t hen?

B-Well ,in t he chicken coop ,we had a lamp,you know, to keep t he water
f rom freezing i n the winter time.And the chicken some how or anothe r
got some hay, I mean straw to close to the lamp and i t started f i r e .
That 's how the fire happened.Then the fire in t he Seaf a i r motel i n
my house down there started from the coal stove from the basement.
You see , t he creasote caught on fire in the stove pipe and started
the wall on fir e .

M-What kind of house did you have down there at the Seafair?

B-Well,we had a l ittle j us t by itself next to the Seaf a i r . The Seafair
a l l by i t s e l f and ~ en the l ittle house on -t he side of i t .We were
able not t o burn up 't he apartments.The f ire truck came down i n time
to save the apartments for me,but most of the house was burned down.
I l ost a l l my husbands pictures of all his hunt s you know and stuff like
that.

M-Oh thats t oo bad ,but you still remember t hem real good .

B-Oh yea .

M-It's a good thing we have memor ies.Did you ever go and sell your
veget ables to anyone?

B-No,we didn't have a bi g enough garden for that but we gave lots
away you know.We had a little greenhouse and we had tomatoes and
cucumbers .

M-Cucumbers?

B-In t he gr eenhouse you know.

M-Oh yea.

B- So we j ust had enough f Dr ourselves and to gi ve some away t o the
neighbor s .We didn't sell any of it.But one year we had lots of
pot at oes /Gor don ' s and ourselves put i n a big reel of potatoes_/
That was during the war,we took them out to the dock and we were
selling them t o the navy there in Kodi ak and t hey were s uposs ed
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to come and . ~et them,so it hey all froze on the dock before they

came and got them so we lost them all. I was hundreds of them,

l ots and lots.

M-. Were t hey all sold already?

B- Well we had sold them to the Navy ., never came and got them

in time so t pey all froze so we lost all of that.

M-Yeah, it sounds like you had a few cold winters.Wer e the winters

real cold then?

B-Oh,Yeah they were cold winters. The potatoes would freeze

out there if there was no fires out there.We just put them

on the dock and they were suppossed to come by so and so a time

and they did not come for another day. They all froze up.

M-Yeah, We had that problemin our house. We live in the house

about eight and a half miles out. We storel our stuff in this

one place. On year we went to Minnesota and it got so cold in

Homer the house froze and so did everythi ng . in it.So when we came

back the potatoes were all rotten and it was gros s!

Well,you live close to were I live.I 'l i ve up the subdivision
road close to the Mormon Church.

M: Yeah, I live about t hree and a half miles out from town. Di d
you guys ever have track meets, or did you do any running?

B: ~ , yeah, we used to walk allover, and we lived up on the
hill. I used to walk downtown with my kids nearly every day,
and they would walk to school. We lived about a mile and a

half up the road. My kids used to walk a mile and a half every
day to school and back.

M: They must have been real farm kids.

B; Yeah, they were.

M: But, I guess most of the kids were farm kids i n those days.
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way, you know , sometimes it would.
Homer here. And we had a pr et t y
It was pretty good for the garden.
al ways had a nice gar den .

B: Yeah, that's right. But there wee e only smal l farms those days.
Ther e were never any big farms here in Homer. Just small places.

M: Di d you have like cows to get milk?

B: Yeah, we got a ll of our milk from the cow. We made things from
it. We made butter.

M: Oh , did you make cheese?

B: We made butter. No I never made cheese, but we had enough for
butter and whmle milk and buttermilk. We had eggs, and we l ived
r ight off the farm. Really we had a nice garden and everything.

M: Wer e there any years when everything dried up and there was
a 1 ck of something.

B: Oh ,s o times it would be that
But we had everything all here i n
good time for the summers here.
We had a pretty nice garden . We

M: Do you still have a garden?

B: Yes well, I live wi t h the Inglimas back here, Dick and Lynn
I g l i ma. He has d b~autiful garden . We're eating right out the
garden right now. Cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage. We l l , the
cabbage isn't ready, but it's starting to ge t there.

M: Yea, my mom likes vegetables alot and so she' s a l ways gr owi ng
lettuce and tomatoes and stuff like that.

B: Tha t ' s ni ce . Yeah, a lot of people have green houses around
here, too. Like the Turkington's. They have a beautiful green
house. All their tomatoes are ripe right now, you know, and
they're just beautiful.

M: Di d you have tomatoes? I mean did you gr ow them i n those days?

B: Oh, yeah, sure. We had a greenhouse on the hill. My husband
built a nic e gr eenhouse , and we had tomatoes there, and cucumbers
gr owing i n there and peppers, gr een peppers in the gr eenhouse .

M: Gr een peppers ! Wow! Did they get full-size and everything?

B: Oh, yeah. There in the greenhouse you can get everything rea l
nic e and warm. Yeah, we had a nice big gr e enhous e .

M: Yeah , it sounds like you had quite a farm.

B: Yeah, we did. ~ell , it wasn't big, but it was nice.

M: You had everythi ng you needed, r eally, on your farm.
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B: That's right.

M: Did you ever make kimchee? It's a real hot dish with lettuce and
stuff?

B: No, we never di that. I never did it anyway. Maybe somebody di d.

M: Yeah, well, your farm really sounds neat. I wish I could see
what it was like then.

We l l , even inthe old country I used to live on the farm, too, you
know, and I was in Wales. We had a nice farm. We had two cows, chickens
and pigs there. And we'd put up hay in the summertime. There we
always had a big barn to put our hay in. But here , you know i n
Al a ska , we didn't have a barn to put the hay in. We just made
stacks, hay stack M: ' and my husband put all the hay up for all
t he horses we had here.

M: You must have had a lot of horses.

B: We l l , he had about twenty-five, twenty-si ' heads of horses,
when he was taking them guiding, you know. Take them up to Anchor-
age and thos places. Dh, going after sheep and moose and caribou
and stuff like that.

M: 'Di d your kid ever go hunting with your husband?

B: Wel l , my son always went with my husband, Billy, yeah. He was
hun t i ng for quite a few years with his father. He's not hunting any mor e,
t hough . He gave that up. When his father was alive, he always
went with him for - oh - several years. But my daughter didn't
go . She was a beautician.

M: Beautician, really? Did they have barbershops then?

B: Dh , yes, right down here b~ - oh - let's see, what do they
call it now? I t used to be the bakery shop. Yeah, that' s where
t hey used to have a l ittle place there. That's where Eni d ' as a
beautician along with another lady. I t was just a barbershop
really. She used to cut men's hair, too.

M: Did you ever go and get your hair cut there?

B: Dh, yeah.

M: Your daughter cut your hair.
~ ,

B: Yeah , she still cuts my hair i n Redding , Cal i f ornia .

M: Does she s t i ll do barber work?

B: Yeah, she still does it, but in the wards there. She's been
there for fourt en years, and she still cuts hair on the side ; too.



M: Y ah, it sounds like she has really stuck to her career.

B: Yeah, she still has her license, her Alaska license. She
renews it every two years.

M: So she was on the farm, and she learned to be a beautician.

B: Oh, yeah. Well, she didn't care
was afraid of the chickens, and she
well, although she and Billy had to
but she didn't like them too well.

much for farm work. She
didn't like the cows too
mi lk the cow quite often,
She was afraid of the horse s .

M; That sounds like me. I'll go out on the farm, and I'll be
r eal ly afraid of the animals.

B: Yeah , she's afraid of the chickens. She ' s afraid to go and
get the eggs, because she's afr;id the chickens would bite her or
something.

M: I would think it would be fun finding the eggs.

B: Yeah , I think so too.

M: How many eggs would you get really?

B: Oh , we had quite a few chickens. Oh , maybe a dozen chickens
or more. We ' d get enough for use and sometimes we even had
enough to sell. And they ~re easy to cook and at.

M: You must have made a lot of egg dishes and stuff.

B: Yeah.

M: Did you have a lot of rice then?

B: No, we didn't care that much for rice. I had a little rice,
but not a whole lot. We too much liked eati~ moose caribou
and sheep and stuff like that. Potatoes and j us t good old farm
food , you know.

M: So you had a lot of meats then.

B: Oh, lots of meat. My husband was quite a guide and so he always
used to bring home lots of meat home, you know. We used to have
meat: sheep , caribou or moose. He always went after bears, but
we never had any bear meat. He didn't like the bear m at. Well ,
you can't eat the brown bear, but the black bear they say is real good
but he didn't care much for it, because he's cleaned too many of
them. And they looked too much hanging up like a man hangi ng up
there.
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M- Yeah, I don't like fish t o much because when I was little I
used to always see them gutting it .

B- Dh, is that right? I l i ke f i sh, you know-cooked fish.

M- Shrimp and crab I'll eat, and I 'll ea t halibut .

B- Dh yes, it's very good.

M- And somet imes I'll try to eat salmon

B- You don't like salmon?

M- When I gr ow up . There won't be as much, and it will be alot
harder to get.

B- Yeah, and salmon is really very good for a person too.

M- Did you ever go f i shi ng?

B- Well we'd just go and c amp over ni ght with t he kids, you know• •
And we use to go and cat ch trout and stuff , right up in the creeks
up above there by Anchor River . And we had ••• and t hen we'd stay
overnight, and we'd cook the fish r ight 0 doors, camp i ng you know.
And just nice . And of ceurse we went fishing in Anchor River, too,
for t r out, I mean, not t r out but sal mon and s t eelhead and stuff
like that.

M- Did you have fishing poles?

B- Dh yes, sure we all had fi shi ng poles • • Yes, if we diwl 't have
them, my husband would make s ome out of, you know, ~ussy willow• •
And f ixed one for us too . But he a lways had a fish~ng pole . And
in the wintertime, we went skiing and stuf f l ike that .

M- Did you live on rolling hills and stuff l ike that?

B- Lots of hills back there, just r eal nic e . Well, you know, you
go right' up there by Ohlsen Mount a i n and t hey had a sk i t ow up
there then . Yeah, we had a big ski tow up there and we used to
go up there and ski when my were l ittle. And they used to have
a •• •oh ,they had that for years, I don' t know. I guess they still
have it, I don 't know.

M- Yeah~ they might still have it be caus e my friend is always
talki ng about when he went there .
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B- Yeah, you go way way up . Yeah , I think they still have it
because they had it there when my childr en were little. We

~ sed to go up every weekend. Dave Schroer was teaching school
you know.

M- He' s still a teacher.

B- He still teaches, well he was teaching my son and my daughter.
And he used to take them all up there ski ing. He was a very
good ski i nstr uc t or .

M- He 's still skiing.

B- Real ly , he's s till skiing, is that so?

M- Yeah, he's got a ski team, and they got to ski meets.

B- He taught my son and my son's in his forties, and he taught
him then. You know, to ski. ,

M- Our math teacher was taught by him, and now they're both
t eachers .

B- Oh, i s that so. Wow, t hat 's very interesting .

M- We l l I think I 've learned alot about the gardens and everything.
I ' l l come again and I 'll f ind out s omething about the old Homer
and get more i n detail, thank you. ,

B- Yeah , thank you.
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