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Interviewer: Isabel Ingram Place : Nielsen Home,
Homer, Alaska

I . I just wanted to ask you a few questions about the f i s h i ng
i ndustr y, mainly on the herring over in Halibut Cove. We went
on a trip over there.

P . You made a trip over there?

I. Uh huh . And we interviewed a few people over there. And we
wer e just interested in some of the details on the herring industry
from over there . Around when was the boom , the big part?

P . Oh , be tween 20 and 30.

I . 1920 , a nd 19 30?

P . No , between then, that was the main part o f it. Then it kind
o f died down , the herring didn 't come back, they cleaned them out,
i n the 30's.

I. I see. I understand that Halibut Cove was like Home r is In the
s umme r , a r e a l l y big, it just boomed in the summer.

P . Oh ye a h . Oh, Halibut Cove?

I . Uh huh.

P . No t so much I n the summer, but in the late summer and, oh, out to
about the f i r s t of the year.

I . Uh huh.

P . The n i t kind of died down 'till the next ye a r .

I . So the herring i s mo r e ,

P . J u s t 3 month ~ every year.

I . In the winter time?

P . Oc t obe r , Novembe r , December, yeah. August, oh in September a nd
Oc t ober , and November , and Dec ember . About 3 or 4 months.

I . Uh huh. The r e was alot o f canneries over there?

P . Oh , the r e must've been at least a dozen , several big ones and the
re s t o f them just 2 or 3 men.

I. I see . ~1a s the people that fished over there, were they all
local, or were they from outside also?
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P . Oh , the r e we re alot o f them f r om outside.

I . Alot o f them?

P . Ye a h , the y corne up just f o r that long.

I . Wa s the r e alot of competition between them?

P . No , no t he re ' s , didn ' t s eem to be. No, they didn't have no
(? ) for anything in them days. Whe n i t carne time to f i s h

..,.....,.-----....,,-- -they' d go o ut.

I . Ye a h , was it hard to f i s h dur ing the winter, like it ge t s stor my
and s tuf f ?

P . No , these fish was all in, like out in Halibut Cove lagoon, i n side .
The only outside fish during the herring season was on t he outs ide
a long Ga lc i e r Spit an d some o f the bays, Au tumn bay(?). We s e ine d
f or t hem , and gi l l netted and.

I. And t h i s was a l l herring?

P . J u s t herr i ng when we,-------------------(?)

I . Wa s t here muc h Salmon f i s h i ng then?

P . No t that muc h , not like it is now.

I . Uh huh.
. . har d lv anv ~ i l l . netter sP . All t rap f l s h l ng , naraly a ny selners. '

f r om 40 and then on, 1940 and on.
Tha t d i dn ' t c orne 'til l

I . Uh huh . Well what, oh I gue s s they fished it out and t hen, do yo u
know what ha ppene d to all the bui ldings that were ove r the r e ?

P . Oh , some o f them they sold, tore them down and sold them. We re you
over there ?

I . Uh huh.

P . Did yo u notice on the, a bunch o f pilings there on t he , just before
yo u went i nto t h e lagoon on the r igh t , l e f t - ha nd side go i ng i nto

t he ba y ? The biggest salte r y was there.

I . Oh .

P . Yea h , Buye r s was the n ame of the outfit.

I . So , do yo u think they're f i s h i ng out the bay now? The Ka c hemak
Bay?

P . Hm?
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I. Do you think they're f i s h i ng out Kachemak Bay?

P . If the r e i s a ny fi s h ?

I . We l l , a r e the y f i s h i ng it out?

P . NO, not fo r that, I don't think. No, they have a quota, i s n ' t that
wha t that's cal l ed, just a few every y e a r . I don't think they'l l
fi sh i t out like they d i d .

I. Ye a h .

P . Over the r e they just kept on fishing day and night.

I . Did the c anneries ke ep wor king y ea r -ro und o r did the y .....

P . No , just t hat time only, just about 4 months in a ye a r .

I . I see.

P . They qui t right a fter moose season.

I . Uh huh.

P . ---------- (?)

I . Now it's the opposite, a summer job (?)

P . Huh?

I . Now it ' s the opposite.

P . Ye a h , it is.

I . We r e the r e many r esidents in Ha l i b u t Cove at that time?

P . Ye a h , not as much a s the ones that are over there, has to do wi t h
mak i ng a living on the herring. There's quite a few o f the residents
that use d to own some o f the salteries. (?)


