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PI The first thing I 'd like to ask you is what was the aviation
like in Homer when you first started?

RI Well I came up to Alaska in July 1946 to work for Woodley
airways which has just changed its name to Pacific Nor t her n
Airlines Inc. and part of their routes consisted of flying
from Anchorage , Kenai , Palmer , Kodiak and back the same way,
they flew Anchorage , Kenai , Iliamna , King Salmon and also
Anchorage, Cordova, Yakataga, Yakutat , Gustavus and Juneau ,
and I often flew the Kodiak run coming into Homer. We has
a smaller airplane a bush route that ran down this way also
stopping at Kenai , Ninilchik , Kasilov , Homer. That was oper-
ated via a Gul l wi ng/ St ens on by pilot Don Dorothy , and later on
they had a Travel Air on it a t win-engine cessna a single-
engine cessna . And it was somewhere around the latter part of
the 40 's , Dave Kellogg was a pilot flying it t hen and they
when she ceased i.t . But speaking of flying into Homer, we were
using DC-J 's , Pacific Northern got t he last three DC-J 's off
the Douglas production line , brand new airplanes very plush.
They took more Asset 's Administration parts that were left over
from YMI I and built these three airliners and they were the
last DC-J 's that Douglas produced . So we had good airplanes
and we 'd come from Anchorage, Kenai down to Homer, landing here .
There wasn 't any buildings out at the field other than the CAA
radio shack and low frequency range for instant approaches here
at Homer on the gravel runway . We 'd go on down to Kodiak and
we ' d come back and stop in Homer. and we did this twice a day ,
it was pretty good service for the community and it 's not as
good now I understand but you have to understand that they have
now built a highway from Anchorage to Homer, a lot of the traffic
comes over the highway , and the airlines are not able to get the
trade t ha t they used to get . But however there was no road
when we were flying down here and we did operate twice a day
successfully.

We never left anybody in Homer that was sick or ill , we took
injured people, sick people , pregnant women into Anchorage. and
a f t er they were well , I r emember one instance that it was rainy,
and drizzl y and grim looking a flatbed truck came out of the
brush , three or four soaking wet men , they had a boy on a mat-
tress laying under an old gray tarp under this truck . He had
fallen on his bicycle and cut his groin on his handle bars and
we just took the mattress off the truck and slid it into the
aisle of the airplane among the passengers . Took off and took
him to Anchorage , to the hospital .

Another time a man came to the field on the back of a couple of
his friends , he had his foot badly cut wi an axe , he was wild-
eyed , and his foot dripping blood and w/a towel wrapped around ,
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a n ia s hol di ng a shoebox under it to catch the dr ips and
th y put him on t he a i rplane I hi s f oot i n a shoebox . and
hen we got 0 Anchor age , ',"Ie got a cab , put him in t he cabwi his shoebox under the dr op °ng foot , eent him on into
Providence hospit al , t h · 01 ho it 1. But we , r e r dles
of t he lea ther , we never 1 ft nybody th t a s i n trouble .

And t he peopl e appr ec i t d ha t . Th n 't a ro~r ~ t for
rodu e much t h n , seafood , ve eta Ie , the e a m~n here
call ed ••• w cal l ed his o )er ation Ho er Gar ens, th y u d
t o r a s b autif ul fresh ve t bles . e t a k bo es of them

Off ic r s c b do to 0 i k N v 1 Ai r st tion a But
t h 0 Ie aul d come out to the field , they 'd gi ve us Imon ,
kegs of berri es , f i s h, clams , cr ab , the cre~s never never' nt ed
for anyt hing like t ha t . Like I say , they di dn ' t have too much
of rk t f r it then , tod y t hi s pr cti e oesn 't exis t any-
mor , . I n retu n , e ' d do ~ho ping f o them in ncho ~a and
bring t hem pr scr i pt Oon t hey n ed .d . Ther e v no hospital
and doc tors i n Homer th n , a cou le of the i ves ho I re regis-
tered nurse and they helped ut edically .

Som t imes w h .d , har tim get t i n in here . Alaska Airline
a l 0 f Ie I dm/n her. , not r ea l b g airplane , b t t hey had t o
run from nchor a e to Seward , c me on do n her e wi Gul l 1i ng
Stenson . The pi l ot t h t v s fly Ong t ha t a t the ti e, hi s f i r st
na e ra Forst and a l s o Sid C gs t a d fIe 1. Prior t o that time
t h re wer ~uany ilots t h t fle th Homer run . They d°dn '
ha ' e so uch s rvic a t he and it was m re on bush basis .

The firs t a i 1 ne i t he Homer a r ea vas 1923 , there s a
nav 1 surv , h tw i - Do ~1 s flo t plane on n · a l
t ank r an the 'I ent a f r ou as clo e to Cold Ba nd they 'd.
hoist t he s ov r the sid nd they a de phot o r hie s rvays of
11 the har bor s . And they wor ked i n tO I rd Ko i k n then t hey
came i n and anchor ed the t anker a t Por t Grah m and t hoy surveyed
Kachemak Bay withe e ir~lanes . I t resul te i n Homer ' s firs t
ir 1 ne r eck over t here in Bear Cove . i lot na ed Ch s te
t a kin off Ithe vi s - Dougl a s on f l oats , omethi n · hap. ened
it cr a shed on the later . They s lvage the i r Ian and brou ht
it into Port Gr aham on the USS Turn r , Co at f Geode i c
Survey Ve ~ 1 and hoi ted i t ab oard nd they departed f or South
E s t er n , dorn through Se r d , Cor dov , Y kuta t , Pri nce of W les
I sland . About itka nd Pr ince of Wa l es I l an, out this t ime
they did get t hat a i rplane r ebui l t , so ' hen they f i n lly ended
up in Seattle they had bot h a i r lanes 0 er e t i n ag i n .

And tha t tas qui t e early , the next ir lane t hat 1as anyvher e
near Homer las 1925, Roy J . D vis n Rus s el l errill cam up
here lithe Curt i s F F On oat , and they c cr oss Gul f
of Se lar i nto Anchor ge e Gu Gi l l , an Ancho r age b oker
chartered it to go do In into Kodi ak and they went down t he outer
edge of the Kenai Peninsul a and on succe sful ly t o Kodi a k and
on th trip back they l eft ther~ and they I nded t Chu i ak
Islands , outside of Port Gr aham, v here there a fur f arm.



pC/RS/3

They'd deliver a package there to a lady and they 'd park the
airplane on the beach,going to spend the night, the weather
came up and rolled the airplane up in a ball. A fishing boat
took them into port Gr a ham and they caught a boat into Seward .
And Mer r i l l did salvage the airplane , taking a fishing boat
out of Seward and goi ng up there and got the remains of i t
and took into Anchorage and it was stored in Brown and Hawkins
warehouse there down there at the mouth of Ship Creek. Wha t -
ever happened to it from there, I don ' t know. But this i s
very early and these incidents are mainly forgotten.

And 1929 Anchorage Aircraft to Port Duc was started up in
Anchorage. Rus errill came up to fly for them and ••• I t ake
t ha t back • • • i t was 1928 , and Wan Cope was a mechanic and
Hud Mer r i l l used to occasionally f l y down to Homer were usual-
ly on floats landing down near the spit. And he was lost in
1929, disappeared on a flight to Nyac mine out of Anchorage.
And they never di d find him, although they found some wreckage
of t he airplane . Do y ou have any questions, Peter, you'd l ike
t o a sk?

Pa When was the f i rst time that you eve r came to Homer ?

Ra JUly 1946 pr obabl y around the twentieth of the mont h . That 's
when I started f l yi ng f or PNA and started coming i n her e . I
also flew withe other section of route in 1951. We got the
cert i f i cat e to Seattle, I never went south of June au befor e
that and then we got the certificate to Sea t t l e we were flying
fr om Anchorage to Seattle. And i n 1950 t hr ough 3 we began
f l ying Juneau t o Sea t t l e , Juneau, Canada and t hen Seat tle.

The re i s another pilot upon t he hill, Pet er , t ha t retired fr om
Alaska Airlines . He didn 't fly consistently i nt o Homer but
he homes t eaded down here and he flew i n here from time to time.
Je~Hefler , he 's up t here now devel opi ng the Bayview Subdivi-
s ion since he doesn ' t fly anymore . You migh t be i nt ere s t ed in
i nter viewi ng him sometime.

P I Yea . Wel l what major changes have you seen since you ' ve came
here t he f irs t t ime?

HI Wel l , Homer ha s gr own . I t was quite a small v i l l age , we had
an agent down her e •• • I think he was a hog rancher in Homer .

And he represented the airline and he 'd meet us a t t he a irport
wi whatever mail t her e was. Incidently this property over end
here , the old Kr ani ch property. The Homer post office was
here or i gi nally in that old ga r age that old weather-beaten
gar age ne xt door here. That was t he post office first , and
then later the small room on the wes t side of the building
there, that is built on to this old house , was the next
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post office . And I can remember in ' 46 helping our agent,
Bob Smith at the time, drag the mail sacks in the back door
of that t hi ng and leave them for Mrs. Kranich. As long as I
can r emember , she was always pos t mis tress until she retired.
Then t hey built the building next door which has the I tal ian
r estaurant in it, that was built for a post office and l ea sed
by the Feder a l Government and operated for many yea r s as a
post offic e until t hey built the new one down t he s t r eet t here.

PI Well , was the 'runway as long as it is now?

R I Well the runway was not as long, we could operate very wel l
wi DC - J ' s on the J,OOO foot runway. And as I remember, t ha t
was about the length then.

Then we s tarted f l yi ng t he Dc-4 in the air which was rather
tricky and they extended t he runway J, 500 feet which was about
the minimum you need for that withe lighter gross weights we
operate down here wi. Then later on, I flew t he Lockheed
Constellation i n here wi the three tails and we had a speed
pa ck on the belly like a bi g boat. You could tow it under the
airplane on wheels, hook the cables up to the belly of t he
airplane and raise it up against the belly of the airplane wi
the el ec t ric hoist that was intergrilled withe airplane. This
was a very good thing for Alaska , we could haul long pipe in
the speed pack and up to 8 ,500 Ibs. of f reight in i t. We could
ge t rolls of cable and quite a bit of big stuff in it that
you ' d never been able to haul in airplanes before. I t would
have to come i n by boat. You'd had steamer service into Homer,
Alaska Steamshi p Company. That ;s too bad you don't get it back
again. This is a good natural seaport for ocean going vessels.
But you need a heavi er dock to handle t hem, and hope fully, one
of t he s e days i t will work out that way.

Homer has grown slowly; there are more people coming in here
now. In 1979 the Homer area, not just the city, but the area
around it had the highest gr owt h rate of any community in the
jUdicial district which Homer is in. They had over JO,OOO
peopl e , I believe there was about J,lOO additional r es i den t s
came into t he ge ner al Homer area in 1979. It is c ont i nuing
t ha t way and this is eventually going to have an effect on t he
town.

P I We l l , has the runway always been located in the same pl a ce that
i t i s now?

Ra Yes , it's always been there. Ini t ially bef or e they had a f i eld ,
l i ke I say, Rus Mer r i l l would land down ~ar t he spit on' ·floats.
When they dammed up Beluga Lake and made7~arger and deeper by
doing so, they had a spillway , a culvert t ha t went under the
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road that goes out to the airport now and that spillway or
stanplate kept the lake at a certain level. Ther e you had
a nice lake for operating float planes off of that was shel-
tered and not subject to tidal ac t i on . And i t is being used
t oday by Kachemak Air Ser vi ce , Beluga Air ~~~vice, some of
the private airplanes. Incidently, Beluga7S~rvice runs a
good op ••• , correction , Kachemak Air Service , I 'm not familiar
w/ Beluga , but Kachemak runs a good operation here. They've
got an otter and a Beaver, good load, good airplanes, and for
s er vi ce out of Homer to the outlying spots and so f orth by
water ; it 's good equ i pment .

P s Di d you ever make your re s i den ce here in Homer or have you
always lived s omewhere e1 o?

~ I ell, I lived i n Aneha a~e for.yea s. !. s in Homer a l ot .
I used to come down her e and go moose hunting and fi sh and
spend a lot of time here . I always liked the place. We had
a PNA agent here that • •• by the name of Bob Smit h . He was t he
origi na l Grand Exhalted Ruler of the local El ks Lodge much
l a t er on, but' he liked to hunt and fish. I used to go out wi
hi m quite a bit. We would go to Bradley Lake or into Caribou
Hi l l s near Caribou Lake, various pl a ces , and I knew about
everybody in town; I can' t say that now, but at one time I di d.

You know pilots were ••• It was a very go od f eel i ng , people
looked up t o you. They looked to you as a source of news, a
place to get the things they needed and that they couldn' t ge t
quickly otherwise. We did many errands for them, and they'd
rec i procate. We ' d come into town and there would be people
t r y i ng to ge t us to stay withem so they c oul d talk to us and
get the news and have a new visitor.

And s omet i mes , we'd get weathered in here. I remember one
t i me , goi ng to Kodiak, unable to get in there and came back
t o Homer w721 passenger s . We stayed in Homer for two days.
The ••• let's see •• •the Heady Hotel, was going then; t ha t ' s
where we'd always stayed when we were layed over. And St erl i ng
Bar was next t o i t, Sterling Cafe and there was the St er l i ng Bar .
We roomed there and the owners shook the bushes and got a guy
by the name of Anderson that played the gui t ar , a man t ha t
played the accordi on , and a man that played a musical saw wla
vi olin bow. Pr et t y soon t hey had the orchestra goi ng and t he
pass engers were all i n t here enjoying t hemselves , and we stayed
around the e for two days that time w/all th se neoDle befor e
we fina lly got into Kodia k . • ~

PI So about how long have you be en flying?
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I flew for J8 years . I re t ired Pac i f i c Northern into Western
Air lines in 1967. So I became a Western Airlines pilot , and
I retired a t age 60 as ~ou e required to do by the Federal
Government on May 22nd ' 1928_. And at that time I was flying
the Douglass DC-la , proba l y the finest airplane I ever flew .
I flew it six years before I retired . So I flew a total of
JB years and a total of J2 years in Alaska and to and fr om
Alaska .

Wel l , t hank y ou very much for this interviev . I 'll have to
l ook you up some ot her t i me for some more information .

Very good Peter , thank you .


