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NARRATOR : Joe Drew

I NTERVIEWER: Jim Evans

J ul y ,21 , 1981

Drew home, Homer

Jim- - Why did you come to Homer?

J oe- - We l l , I married a woman that had a homestead do\~ here
and we came down here to see what we could do wi t h i t .

Jim-~ Did you come her e t o work the homes tead?

J oe-- Well , we lived on it for thirty years and then we sold
. > '~ it and i t' s gonna s uppor t us for t he rest of our lives.

Jim- - Did you l ive anywhere i n laska before you came to Homer ?

J oe- - Oh yes, r l ived up near where the Parks Highway goe s near
Ta l keetna , for nine years, before I came t o Homer. I worked
on the Alaska Railroad in the summer and trapped i n the
wint er , then the Army talked me i n, ,) 1 went to Fort Ri char-
dson, .Valdez, Whittier, and Fort Ri chardson .

J i m- - Was i t during the war that you were i n the service?

J 0 -- Oh sure, 'duri ng the WW II" , three and a half years of it.

J i m- - Were you in the reserve, i n Alaska, or were you stationed
near the Aleutains for active service?

Joe- - Oh no, no active service, near the enemy , we were doing
nedessary work in the medical corps., they were hauling
freight up the Richardson Highway so t hey needed a medical
corps, there to keep the men in shape, so they shipped us
over there, and then we got in a station hospital in
Whittier where they were unloading f reight and hauling
it , t o Anchorage. They needed a man in the hospit a l in
Fort Ri chards on so they sent me up there, and that's
where I finished off.

J im- - You were discharged in 1947?

Joe- - 1945 . We beat around up nor t h of Anchorage for awhile and
then we went back down to Anchorage and stayed t here
awhile and we came do,~ here i n 1947 .

J im- - What were your first impressions of Homer ?

Joe- - Well , Beautif u l place, but i t didn't look l ike it dees
now f o course, because there wer e l ots less people and
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buildings were very scarce. You couldn 't buy much of anything .

Jim : What did you do here to support yourself?

Joe: Wel l , I helped build about half of Homer, it seems like. Airports
and roads and small boat harbors and powerlines , besides working on
the homestead out there.

Jim: You did many different jobs, then?

Joe: Oh, yeah, anything that I could turn my hand to, it paid money. Jobs
were few and far between in those days .

Jim: How did you ~rrive here?

Joe: Came down by airplane from Anchorage.

Jim : What was involved in your work?

Joe: Here? You mean in Homer?

Jim~ Yes, in Homer.

Joe: Oh , I did all kinds of things , everything from digging ditches on my own
land to - - as I said , I worked on the -- helped pave the aiport when it
was paved in 19 . I built fences and concreted in springs for farmers
and worked on-=the road . I helped build this first powerline from Homer
up to clam Gulch , in 1954. In 1962 , I worked on the Small Boat Harbor
out there on the dredge crew. I helped build East Elementary School
in '63.

Jim : How did you choose the site for the air~trip?

Joe: Well , he , that was already built when I got here, they built that in
'44 or '45. All we did was enlarge it and pave it.

Jim : I unders tand you also helped pave Pioneer Avenue , the road that runs
through Homer, the first time?

Joe : Oh , yeah, in 1960 . In fact , I worked on it in '59 and '60. We got it
ready to pave in '59, put in the culverts and dug out all the muck and
filled it in with solid material , and then put on the base rock . And
in '60 we cleaned it all up again and pvaed it . What they call paving,
i t was very pOor .. stuff', but ·i t. was paving.

Jim : Did Pioneer Avenue extend out East , or was it just through town at
that time?

Joe : Two and seven-tenths miles from just wehre you go up the hill there
to the airport around to the schoolhouse . That 's all we did that year .
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Jim: How many hours were involved in your wnrk? Did you work from dawn
until dusk?

Joe: l~ ell , ten hours a day usually, when we worked . Some days the laborers
didn't work because the boss was a catskinner, and he didn 't like laborers
so he did everything he could with machinery and kept us to a minimum.

Jim: How many peoPle did it take to do the road , just a few or many?

Joe: Oh, there were about a hundred or us, working on that job, all told ,
I guess. Six or eight laborers, fifteen or twenty catskinners and
truck drivers and surveyors, and I don~t know what all - - - seventeen
bosses.

Jim: How did they get the laborers to Homer to work on the jobs? Did they
live in the area?

Joei Wel l , the oontractors bring their own help with them, the way they
still do, you know. They 're men that they've worked for them for years.
They bring them in and then they hire whatever they can hire locally.

Jim: They brought all that heavy machinery in?

Joe: Yeah , they 'd bring all that machinery with them . Haul i t down by barge,
some of itand some of it they'd bring over the highway on "low boys" .

Jim: Wher e was your homestead located?

Joe : well , it 's •.. everything used to be counted from the road commission.
You know, where the road turns to go down tOl~rds the lake. Wel l , it's
six miles east of there .

Jim : When you came down to use it , was it in any shape at all?

Joe: \/el l , first thing we did , we Hent in the next spring and built a shack
on it to live in. \le got a cat in and built us a part of a road , you
know. And then • •• Horked on it by hand from then on. Most of the
work we did by hand , although we had catskinners come in and bulldoze
off the niggerheads and stumps and come in and plow the land and culti-
vate it and break it so we could do soemthing with it by hand.

Jim: 'ia s there a road out by your homestead at that time?

Joe: About a mile beyond where our road took off . That was the end of the
main road then, when we got here in '47.

Jim: You latet helped to extend that road further east .?

Joe: Wel l , eventually, yes. In 1961, I worked out there from cNeil Canyon
on clear out to where the Standard Oil went out there, and drilled a
hole for oil, up at the head of the .• . the Anchor River, the Anchor
Ri ver Basin, there.
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Jim: When you had your homestead, did you collect coal on the beach for fuel?

Joe : on the ..be9..Cl:Yand-PloGJ~~~~~:r.e..;~~.-E:!~~:
because there wasn 't
Ilh od there was there
when the fire got down.

>(-

Jim : Did you have any problems getting the coal off the beach?

Joe : Well, getting stuck and getting .••He : having the tide come up and
get my truck once. It didn 't quite get to the ignition key , but it got
to everything else . They came and dragged me off the beach and took me
out to the garage ,and we worked half the night on it. Running kerosene
and penetrating oil through it to get the sand and salt water out . And
then everything froze up . The clutch froze , ~and the brakes froze
Heh: heh : The motor in the heater corroded and wouldn 't turn . I had to
get a new heater.•. Lots of people have had these esperiences .

Jim : Has it a problem goin and getting the coal , or was it a regular chore
for you?

Joe : Well , you could call it a little of both, I guess, because.•. The coal
was there sometimes , and you go down and it 's there . And then the next
time you go down, and there isn 't a piece of caol on the beach . Then
you meet somebody uptown ,~he 's got a nice load of coal and then you say ,
"Wel l, I was down there yesterday , and there wasn 't anything there . "
But he says , "Hel l, there 's a lot of coal there today ." And you go
down there the next day , and it 's all been washed away , or picked up and
hauled away . Sometimes it 's easy to get and sometimes you have to work
for it . And I mean work :

1 /I !v/5
Then sometimes it 's easy , like in the fall of ,; . I filled my coal
bin there in nine days . Go down every day and get a nice load . Beauti-
ful aea t her , beach just as firm as a floor . And you just drive out there
and load up a load and drive off with it . Take it home and unload it .
Next day, 30 down and get another load . Best coal-picking I ever saw.

Jim : Were there certain signs you went by like ',ind direction , to know if
there would be any coal on the beach?

Joe : Well, if your wind 's coming heavy from the Southwest , or you meet
somebody and they say , "Wel l, they 're getting coal today . You better
go get some." That 's the best sign . But then, if the wind was in
the right direction and the tide 's are high and low - you know, that
is if the tides are real high and real low - it 'll do better.
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±m: When did you move away from your homestead?

Joe: In 1979. We sold out and moved into town - to get closer to the
hospital.

Jim: You were in Homer at the time of the earthquake?

Oh, yes. Yeah, I was right over by the airport. I thought I had
a flat tire••• so I was almost to the top of the hill, and I
drove up to the top of the hill - so if I had a flat tire I could
work on it up there. Foolishly, I got out of the truck, and then
I had to hang on to the truck to stand up. Dr. Finger was right
behind me in his Jeep, but he didn't stop and get out. He just
stopped and then he sat there and laughed himself sick at me jump-
ing around beside my truck - heh! hehI

Jim: Wher e were you going?

Joe: We were going over to a friend's house to have supper and then
play pinochle.

J i m: Did the earthquake effect your homestead?

Joe: Oh, yeah, it took us••• after we got home, we found that it
had thrown our refrigerator down on the floor i n front of the
door , and tipped over the heater and broken a bunch of stuff.
It took us••• we got home at eleven-thirty at night, and it
took us four hours to get the house ready to go to bed i n . So
we were kind of tired.

Jim: How did the earthquake effect Homer?

Joe: Some places it really shook up and othQr places it didn't
damage at all. Like... all the damage we had was in the house.
It broke our water line, but that only took a couple of d~s to
fix, after I found it. Otherwise than that~ we had no damage.
There's a lot of people••• it really ShOOK them up!

Jim: Did the earthquake cause the harbor to cave in?

Joe: Oh , yeah, it ruined our small boat harbor we' f i xed in 1962. It just
all caved out. We had to come in and redo it.

Jim: Did the earthquake cause any prob -ms in Homer . • • t he Post Office
was on the spit, wasn ' t it?

Joe: No, not then, that was 'way earlier.

Jim: Ohl
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J oe: The Pos t Of f i c e was there••• You know where Homer A~tists: ,i s

now?

Jim: Yes.

J oe: The Pos t Office was in that building. No••• '6~? It was in that
other big building right across fromthe paper of f i ce - you know,
r i ght next to the library? That's where the Pos t Of f i ce was in
' 64. In 1959, I helped another man with a chainsaw clear t he t r ees
of f that area so they could build a Post Of f i ce .

Jim: Wer e any areas other than t he spit affected greatly by the earth-
quake?

Joe: Wel l , mainly the spit was the biggest thing. I know, when we were
pick ing coal on the beach, and I noticed r i ght quick we didn't have
much time . Even on the minus tides. We ' d have t o get down ther e
and get the coal and get off, because t he tide came i n real fast.
It sure made a difference.

Jim: Did you go to Anchor ag e after the earthquake?

Joe: No , I never went to Anchorage until 1979••• f r om 155 t o ' 79.
I had nothi ng to go for up there even though I had relatives there .

Jim: Did you he l p i n any way with t he building of t he road from Homer
to Anchor Point and beyond • • • toward the lest?

Joe : J us t a l i ttle. I worked on there a week, I t hink••• After t hey
got the base work done before they paved it. Picking up boulders
off the shoulders and hauling them away. Some we hauled away by
t r uck and others we just threw out in the swamps - to hide them,
you know, and make it look good. That's all I did on that piece of
road. Then I worked four days up at Happg Valley when they:,!Were
working up there getting ready to pave'. They decided they didn' t
need us. We we1e••• most the time, I was flagman, and they de-
cided they didn t need any flagmen anymore so they let us go , two
of us.

J im: Did you have any trouble get t i ng the road through since there were
s o few people living here i n Homer? Did the people want the road?

Joe : Well , I guess ••• I guess they wanted the road - they were talki ng
about i t all the time. The biggest trouble they had with that road
was t he weather. In 19~ - oh, i t must have been 1948 - no i9~7

was where - when they started that road up over t hat hi l l, you know
and they had four cats on the job. Two sitting and two wor ki ng,
because they had to keep t~~ sitting in case the ot her guys got
s t uck , and they were getting stuck all the time. And they f i nal l y
gave it up - they were spending all the time pulling the cats out
of the mud. They weren't getting the road built any. So they quit
and wen i 0 next year. And so next year, they did it.

t
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Jim: How l ong did it take to finish the road?

We l l , now••• you got me, I - I don't know, it- several years
bef or e they got it done. And then they redid it, you know,
They built this - the Old Sterling Highway, and then they went
down later and - in '58 - and built it through the creek - the
river bottom. Andthen they went in later, a couple years later and
paveo i t . But I had nothing to do with those two jobs. (

I (

What changes in Homer have you noticed since you've been here?
) )

Building••• lots more work t o do and lots more ,peop1 e to do it.
Better streets, of course, more jaywalkers.

J i m: Si nce you moved here, in which direction has the city moved. I t
was on Bishop's Beach , wasn't it?

J oe : Oh, yeah, that's where most of it was, and then Pioneer Avenue.
And then that's where all of it was. I remember in 1~53 wben I
was wor~ing_as dump man, and I was s tanaing here by where the
~ cropolis r~staurarit -fs-, . ai ting- for another truckload of gravel.
And- I - I ooKed up and- down- the street. - When we came here _i n '47
there-were a-certain number of-builaings and when I looked i n '59
there were only four buildings t t were there in '47. All the
rest -of tlie were new, asd, of cour~e,_there were a lot of new
-ones s i nce . - - ---
'- -

J im: Has the growth been mainly to the East?

Joe: Well, I don't know if you CaB call • • • how about t hi s grove here,
where we're living now? We moved in here a few years ago••• see
where they 're starting on a new house right over here? That'll be
the eighteenth house i n this subdivision since we moved i n here two
years ago. We got one under eons t r uct i on there and another one
under construction over there, and now the new one. They just
finished one over heee, and moved in.

J i m: Did the people still go to Seldovia to get their water when the
town was on Bishop's Beach?

Joe: ater? Everybody had his own water, or they hauled it from creeks
or allover the place? You know, I was up on Diamond Ridge Road
one t ime, coming through there••• I don't know why I was up
there, but I came and I come down around a curve and down into
a creek bottom and almost ran into Walt Dufours truck. He was
hauling water to somebody down here in town from way up on the
hill. He had his truck up there with a pump and was pumping t hi s
t -_truck . full of water.

J i m: Why didn't the town move t oward the hills sooner••• was the weather
a problem?



Joe Drew/Jim Evans (8)

Joe: No, they j us t didn't••• they just didn't happen to built that way •
The real estate developers are gonna try to built a town one way,
then when they lay it all out you know, and then t hey go and change
these ni ce bit pieces for all the lots and ever ythi ng . Everybody
else can buy acreage in the other direction for hal f t he price, so
the t own goes the other way instead of the way that the developers
want i t to go . Until they get l ike this now, anywher e you can find
a lot and can afford it, why you bUy it and build on i t---or ge t
someone else to build.

J i m: Do you like the change that have occurred i n Homer?

J oe : Some of them, yes, I like the city water, and paved streets and
being close to the hospital.

J im: Woul d you l i ke it better i f t he town were more spread out rather
than being so compacted.

Joe : No, because ---it helped to support me, the building i t - - - some
of it anywa •

J ee :

Jim:

Joe :

Jim;

J oe :

Jim:

J oe :

Jim:

Joe:

Missing i nformation on effects of the earthquakes.

---for thirteen days, we couldn't ge t out, and we couldn't ge t
anybody t o come plow us out with a bulldozer. When we needed
gr oc er i es , why, I ' d hitchhike down to the road---or I ' d snowshoe
down to the road, then I'd hit chhike into town and get some gr ocer i es
and hitchhike back and shoeshoe up to the house with them. I couldn' t
g e t my truck out. It was drifted in. That's when I decided we were
getting out of _ here, be ~ e we were just get t i ng too old to s t ay
out there and fIght that ~ind of---stuff.

That was quite a ways out of town, your homestead.

Yeah, we were almost half a mile off the road--a private road t you know
these private roads, they don't run in a straight line most or t hem.

Did you have to come all Gf the way in to the Wa l l y ' s store to get your
gr ocer i es?

ell no, usally i f I didn't need anything important why I ' d j us t
go to Mickey's Market. It was open at that time. George Boyd build
that in 1950 . He ran i t for several years then he retired and
sold it to Mickey , who was related to him, she was---now she sol d i t.

Nobody ' s running i t now?

No, i t ' s closed up, I gues s she sold everything that was i n i t
because she didn' t nee d it, it's been closed now f or t hree years.

Is the homestead still there, or is it gone ?

Oh , it's operating as a dirt-room resturant, I guess, I didn't know
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never go ther e . We don't go out, we both have to watch our diets,
I'm diabetic and we're both on low salts. We can't eat out. The
stuff we eat at home is just as good . We don' t dr ink s o we don' t go
t o bars.

Housekeeper i n background-Are you talking about that---the what
t hey call the homes t ead Taver n at Fri t z Creek.

Joe : Taver n- - - yeah- - - oh yeah, they' re still operating, i n f act they tried
t o sell i t, I guess they had i t sol d and then they had to t ake it
back. Just couldn't pay for i t or something.

V"*. HK : J im Clyme , has a print thing out there.

J oe : Yeah , that' s r ight .

Jim: Is the Homestead Tavern your homes t ead?

Joe: No , No , No---we were two miles this side of there •

• • • HK: One thing the earthquake did, you know where they call Gr een
Ti mber s , Out on the spit?

Jim: Yes.

*. HK : That old bunch of dead trees? It was a real ·pretty spot i n there with
tables and benches and stones and picnic areas. And young kids l ike
yourself would go ·out there and build big bonfires and pick guitars
and go out there wi t h thier gi r l f r i ends and sing and play t heir
mus i c and j us t good times. Now all the timbers are dead.

J oe: Yeah , that died quick after " the salt water got to it. Yeah, we
were---I worked, let's see that was in,'52, I worked f or a while
for B.L.M . on the fire control service, they had a l ittle extra money
s o t hey hired a bunch of us fellows to work and we pu t a good parking
l ot out there and put quite a few logs around i t - - - and good f urnitur e
and took out there to Green Timbers---and you know how long it
l asted? About half the summer. And then people went out t her e and
camp~d and sawed it up for firewood. Al l th~t beautiful rusti c
furn~ture--- tables and that benches we built.

Jim: Yes , they're still doing that.

J oe : Oh sure, sure. The only way they can save it i s to make it out of
s t ai nless steel and bolt i t down. and ~hen weld i t .

(

• • HK:

Joe:) .

~
i » 1 A,

You know--- are you a track man--- in athlet ics in ~y way? I n t hos e
days, in 1964 , the only place they could ge t a straightaway for
the t r ack team was over on Kachemak Drive. You know where that
straight stretch is over there? We had that the hurdles and stuf f
over there. After the earthquake was over we drove out there,
That ' s where we was going. Out on Kachamak Drive to eat supper
with some friends and play Pinochle. I said, "What in Sam Hill
are they putting the lines across the road like that for?" There
were black lines across the road. Some of them only a few feet apart1•

•• THE HOUSEKEEPER
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and others would be a hundred yards. Now, gee, that's a funny
way to put lines across a road. I relized that was where the
road cracked, you know, the water woul~run in and then the
ground would come togeather and squirt this muddy water up---
these were all cracks across the road, they all happened
to go right straight across on that straight stretch there.
It was very odd. Do yoy know Fred and Virgo Anderson? They were
coming with a load of lumber and they were caught down there
out of Dimond Creek. The pavement opened up right in front of
them. Was it paved then?--- Seems to me it was---'63?--- Yeah
'64. You know things are getting ki nd of hazy. W911, to get
back, they were sitting down there anyway and when everything
started to shake, Why they had this load of lumber on their
pickup, see, and they thought they had better stop. So they
stopped and just waited until everything settled down. The
pavement opened right in front of them, they said that, the
muddy water, the stuff would come together, you know, the
muddy water would shout up twenty feet in the air. And then
it would open up and the water would run in again and then
it would squirt again.

Jim: How long did the earthquake last?

Joe: Oh, I don't know, less than four and one half minutes.

Jim: That quick?

J oe : .Yeah , some of them are shorter than that. Did you know we had
one here last night about a quarter after five. • • twenty
minutes after five? Might have been abou si~. I was
sitting there on the sofa. I could just barely feel it. I
looked and didn't see anything shaking. That was almost fifteen
minutes after five. The funny thing about it was that at
just the summer before in June, we'd had an earthquake that
was the heaviest type stuff since I'd been in Alaska, until that
one in '64. That really shook us up that year in June. In
fact, I even marked it on the calender and put a notation on the
wall out there. About it being heavy. In 1935 we had lots of
earthquakes up north of Anchorage. I was working on the rail-
road and that's a good place to see earthquakes, because you
can see those rails and ties, you know, in a great big--- Why,
my God, how's a train ever gonna get over that? But when it gets
done and settles back, there it is, right where it was, good as
ever.

Jim: When you were working on the railroad did you move along with
the tracks or did you stay in one place?

Joe: Well, if you worked on a section you worked---sort of---you're
doing one section now like that summer in '35 I was working in
a place called Cape Whitman, I worked there all summer. On a
eight stretch there was four of us. Putting in ties, raising
joints, putting torch to the grass, whatever had to be done,
we did it. Some places they had big gangs when they had lots
of work. That was the Depression years. They weren't changing
very many ties, the only ones they changed were the ones they
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J im:

had to change, you know, they were just t oo bad. Then
aft er times got a l i t t l e better, we j ust really put in
t ies, i n ' 38,'39 ,'40, man, they j ust really came in
by t he carload. That t r ack was i n bad shape . I didn 't
go back t o work for t he r ailroad after, I got through
wi th the ar my, I got married and t hen came do\~ he r e
inst ead .

Around Apr il t he people i n t he area burned the grass
off of their land i n a "spring burn" didn't they?

eah Out there a t East a s s oon as i t
t he f ella W1 --tn e , you know, t he f 1re con ro man

~ha 1ved up-kue a 'at e1 m£l~lie would bring his truc~
i n and we d s~art_Qut there-a~Fr1tZ-Creek, a r i t t le-b1t - t hi s
S1 e 0 it. Yeah , what they call t he Martin Subdivision • •
-An d-we'-a.- s tart--aDds ·ome--ci mes we' d f iild-twent y-five of us. _4-
And we'd burn r ass an both sides of t he road a ll t he way
-t lir ough . ome of us set.ting_ i t, ando t ner-uys would be putti ng
- r t __Qut t er 1 'd ge t back aways from t he r oad-. --We had-to~

because • • • s ome 0 y- 'a-set--it-cffJ_, "~I wonder ~f-~hat 'll _

'-Darn " or sometliing. I know in one year t her e, don't know
w a year 1t was 1 a or-' 1 , e-had-thr~e 1 r e s set ou tllere.

- NQbo d foun out what set them. R±gh't-there- i n he: ar ea-
were we lived._ People didn t t-e-ven-know . t -.- They- l ived-down.n he woods 1_dowu- near. the- oeach-.- The- grass- woula o_e D~ning

between liem and the r oad and t hey didn't know i t, unti l some-
----One would go down and t el l them. People wourd- burn 't liems el ve s-
....--out . -- - --

When we were wor ki ng over there building that Fr i t z Creek Hall
you know , i n ' 55, a f e l l a that lived right next t~ us , had a
gr eat big two-story house, you know , with the - siding
on i t and everything. We left the ha l l , and t hey were all
riding in my t r uck . We went down int o t he Fri t z Cr eek there,
where Cl ymer ' s outfit is now, to have lunch. Ther e was a
couple t here and a woman and her mother were living t here,
we ' d we go down there to have lunch because it was cold,
it was early in the spring. The gr a s s was begining to get dry,
j us t ready to burn . When we came down the hill t here t oward
Frit z Cr eek , we could see this column of black smoke. I said
"Somebody' s burning ou t , let's go !" and they sai d, " Okay"
So I just s t uck it i n second and away we wen t up t he hill .
We got to our neighbor 's house and drove right up t o his yard,
you know, and there he was , he ' d been burning grass around
his house and---ri ght up close to it , he'd been there a l ong
time, he know better. But he ran right up there and he had
grass stuck i n the walls f or i nsulation and t hat caught fire,
and s t arted to burn his house , and then we had--- t here was
ot her t ools and everyt hing and we said ,"Lets tear t he s i des
off , we can put that outI" "Oh no , no,no, you can' t do that
you wi l l r ui n my house !" Well when he go t done he didn' t
have anything. Hi s house burned, all hi s t ool s and his car.
We wanted to move that, " Oh no ,no , ! Don't bother moving
that ! " \Ve could have hooked right on t o it and trowed i t away,
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Jim:

Joe:

Jim:

you know, and because it might not start, he didn ' t know
because he hadn't started it but once. "Oh,no !" "Leave
it there." So the tires caught fire and then the gas tank
exploded. No car , no house---

The gr a s s fi r e just went up?

Yeah , well he was burned right up--- burning the gr as s r i ght
around the house . He didn't cut a f ire trail or) anything. He
burned right up against the house and br i cks like that a l l 's
t ar . You know, he just---black smoke, man---a mile high !

You ' d have to watch the fire very close?

Joe : Well sure, you'd hav know how to do i t .

J i m:

J oe :

Jim:
Joe:

The people on the hill burned off too? Paul Banks and his neighbor.

Oh , yeah, I gues s , I don't know. I never used t o go up there
and see. I gues s they burned gr a s s . They used more or less
common sense. Nobody ever got burned out that I know· of .
Peopl e ar e burning down their houses now wi t h t he ir s t oves ,
electical appliances and stuff. People get - - -get carried away.

Hi l l a s was clearing the ground out there whene he built his house
r i ght below us there, and had his chainsaw and he was s awi ng up
these birch logs, you know, and piled them up and set f ire to
them. Ri ght out there in the dry grass in the summer. Pretty
soon, you know, he had his fire goi ng , the gr as s- - - he had
had his fire log pile burning and the gr as s was burning all
out t h i s way, the way the wind was carrying it. He was out there
--- onl y thing he had to put i t out with was his number two
shovel. He was trying to beat it out wi t h a shovel. We ' d all
r eady burned up around our place. I was- - - wasn't f el ling too
good that day, I was goi ng down to get the mai l and I s t op to do
a l i t t l e bit of picking on the road with a shovel, you know,
because I was too early. He was over there f i ght i ng this f i re .
Fina l l y he yelled over," Hey Mr. Drew, II he said, "would you watch
my fir e , II he says," Tgotrta go get help ! II And I said, " Sure I' 11
wa t ch i t . " So I stood there and watch i t , right on my r oad .
I didn't ---I di dp ' t feel like fighti~ fi~es that day, I was sickPr et ty soon , you know, before he got aOne he had twen~y t wo men
out there helpi ng hi m fight that fire. It got clear up t o our
pl ac e . Where we did--- where i t ..wa s starting to come acr oss
where we'd already burned. I had a three and a half gal l on f unnel
to sprayer. I filled that full of cold water and went out t her e
and told those fellas that were beati ng it out with---with
flappers and wet gunney sacks, I said, II Now, I 'll knock t his
down .and you come right behind me and put it out qui ck and we' l l
::un?t off to .where we'd aI:eady burned and ," I says , "We l l stop
1t.' And we d1d. But they d1dn't have anyt hi ng l ike t hat ! He
He had so many men there whether he ever,~ver paid any of them
I don' t know I never f ound out. Two of them came t hat I knew of
came up to t he house and we cook them up a bunch of coffee and
made t hem some s andwi ches , and before they--- after t hey got
done , before t hey went back home---

He didn't get burned out?
He didn't have anything to burn out ! He was j us t clearing
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the gr ound to get ready to build his house .He didn't ge t burned
out. Then another t ime, I was,--in '62 when I was working out
on the dredge, I see t his fire starting over there, and I told
t he fellas, I said , " You know, that looks l ike i t s r i ght over
where I live!" The wind was blowing so hard I couldn' t s ee .
A fella brought me a pair of seven by f ifty bi nocul ars f rom t he
dredge, he said, " Take a look~ I sat down and looked and I
said , "I s till can't l ocat e i t was not t o far from my place."

(

The bos s 'sa i d , "Well , " he says , "i f you want to go , "he says , "Go ahead
you know, t a ke the day off . " He s a i d , "Your house i s maybe burning . "
"Wel l," I s a i d , "I f i t i s, i t' s gone now: " I sa i d , "Ther e' s no use in
my goi ng . I mi ght as wel l s t ay here and wor k . The wife will be able t o
take care of her self . There ' s nothing I can do . I mi ght a s well wor k ."
So I worked . When I got home , why... when I wa s driving home I could
see when I got clos er . . . I could see that ... the r oad goes up this
way and curves t oward t he hous e . And I see t hat curve there al l burned
out and Gor~he&. black. I hadn 't burned there that year . I quit burn-
ing that close . I wa s burning just . .. just an ar ea down below the
house l i ke t his . It started r ight across t here . The f ire department
came up with all t he ir t r ucks up our road i n the first par t of April -
no , May - and you know what th e : ~ 'o ads a r e lkke in May , nice and so f t .
They took al l of their f ire equipment up there , even their pr i vat e
cars and drove up there . How they ever got t llem up there I dn t t know.
but they just t ore our road all to the devil .

The guy t hat set the f ire , I went over and talked to hi m abou t it . And
he hired Dana Newman t o go up and save the house up above hi m that he
f i gured he 'd have to pay for . But he didn' t do us any damage , he f i gured .
I tried to get him to pay for a lit tle somet hi ng on my r oad after the
fire department , but he sai d , "That' s your busi ness , not mine:" I
couldn 't get a nickle out of fum . So we just l e t i t s i t there . Lots
of fun .


