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How does one bu i ld  an emergency s h e l t e r  when stranded out in 

the w i l d s ?  Oscar t o l d  us how one can bu i ld  an emergency s h e l t e r .  

I f  you are near spruce t re e s ,  make a s h e l t e r  under the t re e  by 

c u t t i n g  down the branches and l ea n ing  them against  the t r e e .  

Both the entrance and the f i r e  should be away from the wind. The 

f l o o r i n g  should be c l e ar e d  o f  snow and should be e i t h e r  spruce or 

w i l l  ow.

I f  you are  in an area where there  are  no t r e e s ,  a cave cou ld  

serve  as  an emergency s h e l t e r .  But Oscar said that  you have to  

be c a r e f u l  o f  the ra in  f o r  i t  causes  e r o s i on .

Another type o f  sh e l t e r  that  Oscar ta lked about was a snow 

cave.  This  type of  emergency s h e l t e r  can smother you, so you 

should always carry a po le  to  make a i r  h o l e s .  You can a l s o  use

the po le  t o  keep on checking the a i r  h o l e s .  Oscar sa id  tha t  he

has not  u t i l i z e d  a snow cave as an emergency s h e l t e r ,  but knows 

that  i t  can serve  as one as the need a r i s e s .

When a boy ca t ch es  t h e i r  f i r s t  b ig  game, a p o t la t c h  i s  

provided by h i s  parents .  Oscar went on h i s  f i r s t  sheep hunting

t r i p  in 1912 and brought back a sheep.  The sheep was brought

back t o  the  community ha l l  where i t  was cut in h a l f .  The sk ins  

were not kept by him, but were g ive  away.
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Oscar t o l d  how one could  dry sheep skin .  Lay the skin on

the ground and then hang i t  on a w i l low where i t  c ou ld  be dr ied 

by the wind and sun. To tan sheep sk ins ,  scrape o f f  the dead 

membranes c a r e f u l l y  so as not  t o  r i p  the skin.  Salmon eggs are  

rubbed on the sur face  and remain ov e rn ig ht .  The next step i s

s crap ing  the f i s h  eggs o f f  the sur face  o f  the skin.  To measure 

the skin,  f i n g e r s  were used.

Oscar t o l d  us a s tory  of  an animal who was a beaver in the  

bottom h a l f  o f  h i s  body and the remaining h a l f  of  h i s  body was 

that  of  a marmot. In that  s t o r y ,  there  were three  hunters  who 

saw t h i s  animal and were k i l l e d .  No one returned t o  t h i s  place 

a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  unt i l  one day, a man f l ew in with an

a i r p la n e .  He starved there  when something was wrong with his  

a i rp la n e .

One o f  the people  in c l a s s  asked a q u e s t i o n  o f  when the  

snowmachines were f i r s t  in troduced  in Alatna.  Oscar sa id  that  

they were f i r s t  int roduced in 1955 or 1956. He only knows that  

i t  was at  the time when he got  out of  the h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  being 

t r e a t e d  f o r  t u b e r c u l o s i s .

Oscar t o l d  o f  Lt.  Al len ,  who was the f i r s t  whi te  man who 

went up the Koyukuk River ,  doing a land survey of that  area .  Lt. 

A l len  did t h i s  land survey in 1 898. . .


