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S i d e  one*:

A l f r e d  St  e p e t  i n  IIA SII s T o day I ' rn g o i n g t o s p e a k o n w o m e n and t h e i  r 

i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  A l e u t  c u l t u r e  and s o c i e t y .  A l e u t  women seem t o  

have had a v e r y  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  men. As a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

and have g a t h e r e d  m a t e r i a l  from t h e  d i g g i n g s  o f  the* v i l l a g e s  and 

s i t e s  t h a t  t h e  A l e u t s  l i v e d  a t ,  t h e y  found many a r t i c l e s  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  th e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  a re  used by women. And th e y  were no dummies. 

Fhey had v e r y  f i n e  need I e c r a f t s .  They d id  v e r y  f i n e  w eav ing .  And 

t h e y  d id  t h e  b e s t  sew ing ,  w a t e r p r o o f  sew ing ,  t h a t  I know o f .  T h e re  

was one l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  somebody asked  on one o f  t h o s e  s l i p s  t h a t  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  a n s w e r . They a ske d ,  "D id  A l e u t s  t a t t o o ? "  Yes ,  th e  

A l e u t s  t a t t o o e d ,  but i t  was th e  women who were t a t t o o e d .  I t  was 

not th e  men. The women were t a t t o o e d . Why, I d o n ' t  know. Maybe? 

i t  was fo r  b e a u t y ' s  sake ;  fo r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  One d o e s n ' t  know.

But t h e y  d id  have predom inant  t a t t o o s  on t h e i r  f a c e s  and t h e i r  

hands.  Why t h e y  were t a t t o o e d  or who d id  th e  t a t t o o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

But t h e y  d i d  have t a t t o o i n g  and i t  was fo r  a p u rp o s e .  Most l i k e l y  

fo r  b e a u t y  and then  fo r  p o s s e s s i o n .  For  someone t o  know who th e  

woman b e* I on gecl t  o .

E l i z a  J o n e s  tEJI li  Do you know- have any i dea what th e  d e s i g n s

I oci k ed I j. ke?

AS; They-  I meant t o  b r i n g  L y d i a ' s  a r t i c l e ,  but most o f  t h e  women

seemed t o  be t a t t o o e d  in  th e  lower c h i n .  So the* m a rk in g s  were more
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v i s i b l e  in the lower chin area and the cheek area. Where i t ' s  most 

v i s i b l e  to  anybody* I suppose? which i s  why they did t h is .

EJ; Did you hear a lot of this-— did you ever hear about t h i s  when 

you were a c h i ld ?

AS: No. I knew i t  in later  t imes. Much later  times. When 

Orthodoxy— there was a— introduced. Even today i t  :i. s against  

Orthodoxy for men to be tattooed., So? I'm sure Russian in f lu ence  

sa id  no more ta t too in g  so i t  died out. And even today you wi I I not

f in d  -you wiI I f ind  a Marine or a guy who's been in the Navy or

something? or in the Army? tattooed.  But they are not tattooed  

jus t  to  be tattooed.  I t ' s  one of the Aleut taboos.

And tl-ie c lo th in g  in the art  book wi I I show that women's c lo th in g

were e laborate .  They were not s imple c lo thes .  They were -but t h i s

again is? were these women in f lu e n t i a l  people in the* community or 

in the t r i b e ?  Were they l i k e  queens? Were they somebody of very

high in f lu e n ce  that had these e laborate  sewn garments? But some of

the garments that  the women wore were more outstandingp i t  

outclassed the men's wear by many fo ld .  And there were i n t r i c a t e  

sewings where they used d i f f e r e n t  colored material to  make 

d i f f e r e n t  designs on th e ir  c lo th in g .  Most A leuts  did not wear 

pants. Men did wear pants when they were out hunting. But most

men and women on ly  wore parkas. Convenience sake? I th ink .  And

a lso  i t  was eas ier  to  warm- put a lamp under your parka than i t  i s

up your p a n t 's  leg Claughs3.

And t h i s  in f lu e n ce  of women sewing and artwork shows up 

throughout alI the Aleut cu l tu re  of  a r t s  and sewing and basket 

weaving. Even to  t h i s  day? a very d e l i c a te  l i t t l e  basket wiI I be 

woven. And the artwork i s  so f in e  that you could-— I 've  seen a 

woman weave a basket with a fo r ty -e ig h t  s ta tes  colored in di f ferent



c o lo rs  on a map on a l i t t le -  basket. So you can see how d e l i c a t e  a

work they wiI I do to  keep up th e i r  trade.

As I sa id  much ear l ie r*  in my other t a lk s ,  that the Aleut women

were very t ra ined  in food preparat ion.  And i t  was mostly always up 

to the woman to prepare the w in te r 's  food. It was— the* men hunted

but the women prepared i t  for the winter.  And when the men were,

much la te r ,  l e t ' s  say in the e a r ly  ' 3 0 ' s and la te  '3 0 's ,  when the 

men were going to  the P r i b i l o f  Islands to catch th e i r  se a ls  for the 

federal government, the women stayed home and caught the f is h  and 

prepared the f i s h .  It was up to the women to provide for the 

w in te r ’ s food. Other than what the husband would bring home and 

buy. And he would buy the s ta p le s  l i k e  sugar? bu tte r ,  and such.

But the main foods of f ish  and seafoods and such were prepared by 

the women.

Th is  present day women have more in f lu ence  on the Aleut  

people than you would th ink .  F' irst of  a l l ,  the Aleut people— I 

mean, l i k e  I sa id  before, once the r e l ig io n  came in to  th e i r  l iv e s ,  

they dominated-—i t  became part of th e i r  life*, and they became* part  

of i t .  To t h i s  day, you can go to  a viI I age and they wiI I say,

"Hey, the* p r ie s t  i s  coming. We need t h i s  to be done." Who do you 

th ink runs ahead and does i t ?  I t ’ s not the men. I t ’ s the women 

that go there and prepare the* house* for the prie*st, prepare the 

meals for the priest.,  The women— we always say our church i s  run 

by the s is te rhood .  I t ' s  never the brotherhood. But you can see 

that in the church that i f  i t  wasn't for the women, there 'd  be lo ts  

of hungry p r ie s t s  t ra v e l in g  around. But the women take part in 

everyday life? of the Aleut today.

To get down to present day land c la ims corporat ions,  some of our 

f ineat  Aleut corporat ions  are* headed by a board of women, more so 

than men. The Aleut women— there are more Aleut women on our



v i 1 I age boards than there are Aleut men. And then? of course? the 

Aleut women who have gone out and gone to col lege- or school and 

come back to work for the people? the Aleut woman has done t h i s  

more than the Aleut man. She goes out and takes her t r a in in g  in  

bookkeeping? typing? c l e r i c a l  work. And then she comes back and 

runs the corpora t ion .  Where the man p re t ty  much stays  home and

runs the corporat ion .  But even today I see that in our

corporat ions- my own Unalaska Corporation? our board members? the

s t a f f  on our corporat ion  i s  mostly women. Very few men in our 

corporat ion .  And they do a darned good job.

Students Th is  idea of C i naudi b I €*'J mandated v i l l a g e  corpora t ions?

AS; Yes. So the women? they wouldn't be there i f  the men d id n ' t  

vote for them. It takes a man to do i t?  because for sure th e re 's

always a lot more men in any corporat ion .  But i t ’ s the men who put

thern there? because the men know they' I I do the job. Could do the 

job and wiI I do i t .  So the in f lu en ce  of the women on th e i r  people  

can? from way back— and i t ' s  st.il I ca rry  on today? that they are 

wiI l ing  to  s a c r i f i c e  a l i t t l e  at home and to  work for th e i r  own 

peopIe.

For a while now? I ' l l  take questions.

Students Do the men s t i l l  hunt? though? And provide those kinds

o f t h i n g s t o t h e fa m i I y ? c o r r e c t ?

ASs Yeah. I don't  mean the men are jus t  s i t t i n g  home.

Students Yeah? th e y 're  not.

AS: They 're  doing th e ir  thing? but th e y 're  in f luenced  more by the

woman to do what th e y 're  doing. They're  not s i t t i n g  id le .

Students I know in some of the churches? I think maybe l ike? I'm
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not sure*? maybe the* Lutheran church or some* churches, l i k e ,  women 

can be p r i e s t s  now, s t u f f  l ik e  that- Is there any kind p o s s i b i l i t y  

for that with the Russian Orthodox and/or? like? a movement so 

women can do that s t u f f ?

AS: In the Orthodox church, the-— we? have, at Kodiak, we have the

Saint  Herman's Theological Seminary? which t r a in s  men and women in  

Orthodox customs and Orthodox t r a d i t i o n s  and order of s e rv ice s  and 

s t u f f .  Women are* enter ing and attending these* schools? but they 

are not ab le  to  be ordained in to  a p o s i t io n .  The highest p o s i t io n  

the*y can hold i s  a layman’ s reader p o s i t io n ,  which i s  equal to  what 

I am. But they can’ t do what I d id .  I ’ m tonsured and they can’ t 

be tonsured. But they are able to do t h i s .  They can go to  the 

seminary, learn everything about pr iesthood and become to  that

level? where you 're  a lay reader and can hold se rv ice s  and

everyth ing.  And the church al lows the women to do t h i s .  They can 

hold serv ices? but the*y cannot d i s t r ib u t e  communion or such.

Students What was the word you used to  say that you were and the*y 

wer e*n' t ?

AS: Oh? I ’ m o rd a in e d . . .

Student: Is that what you sa id?  O r . . .

AES: . . .  or tonsured !

Student: Yeah? t h a t ’ s i t .  What i s  that word?

AS: Okay, tonsured? That means that —  Claughs] i t ' s  a v e ry — i t s  a

r i te?  l e t ' s  say. It's-— when the bishop tonsures me he takes a cut

of  my ha ir  and cuts  a b i t  of  my hair  o f f ,  and t h i s  l i t t l e  b i t  of  

hair  i s  my g i f t  to  Sod. As His  servant? I am g iv ing  him a g i f t .



And I'm going to work for th a t— the g i f t  I gave Him? I have to ,  I 

promise to ,  you know, work for C h r is t  and such. And t h i s  i s  what 

t onsuri ng means. 11’ s— or d i nati  on i s a who Ie dea I , but t onsuri ng

i s  the cu t t in g  of the h a ir .  And you only  get tonsured once.

Student: T - o - n - t - u . . .

AS: T -o-n -t  -u -r  -e~d?

Students I'm a l i t t l e  concerned about people running around in 

parkas without pants [ laughs3. How long are the parkas, and were 

the mukIu k s k n ee I eng t h ?

AE3s They wore sandals  and they had knee high parkas! No, no 

[laughs].  The boots were qu ite  high and the parkas, women’ s 

parkas, were ankle length.

Students And were the men's a lso  ankle length or would they be 

more. . .

ASs Depend ing  on— I ’ d s a y ,  th e  men had p a n t s .  They c o u l d  wear 

p a n t s .  They w ere— i t ’ s  more, I t h i n k ,  more c o n v e n ie n t  f o r  a 

b i d a r k i  p e rs o n  t o  get  i n t o  a b i d a r k i  w i th  p a n t s  on than  i t  i s  fo r  

him t o  go i n  t h e r e  w i th  s h o v in g  h i s  p a rk a  i n s i d e .  So fo r  h u n t in g  

r e a s o n s , I ’ m s u r e  th e y  had p a n t s „ The men d i d .  Where th e  women 

d i d n ’ t have t o  have p a n ts  t o  get  i n t o  t h e — and th e  o n l y  way th e  

women r o d e  was t o  get  i n s i d e  t h e  b i d a r k i  so  she c o u ld  t r a v e l  w i th  

him. Where she  c ra w le d  i n t o  th e  b i d a r k i  and s ta y e d  in  t h e r e  w h i l e  

h e was d r i v i ng [ :i. naud i b I e II.

Students Was there room for women to be out of the ord inary ,  or 

were those kinds of people struck down p re t ty  q u ick ly  by peer 

pressure?
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AS: What do you mean? out of the ord inary?

Student: Wei I ? i f  a woman wanted to  become a hunter and that  

wasn't the t ra d i t io n ?  i s  that something that was st.il I an option to  

her? Did the c u l tu re  or her peers? fr iends? allow that to  happen? 

Or were women p re t ty  confined to  t r a d i t io n a l  ro les?

AS: I don't  know too much about the t r a d i t io n a l?  you know?

s e t t in g .  But in our Iegends, in our s to r ies?  women had very high? 

you know? they were considered very high in the so c ie ty .  They were 

very i n f lu e n t i a l  people. This  i s  in s tor ies?  legends and s to r ies?  

that the A leuts  have. And then? throughout a lot of the s tor ies?  

you wi I I f ind where women were powerful ? you know? over t h e .i r men. 

They had power over th e i r  men? you know. But t h i s  i s  again? i s  

t r a d i t i o n .  I mean i t ' s  fo lk lore?  you know. It doesn't  mean that  

i t  happened that way. But i f  they had i t  in that time, they must 

have got the s to ry  from somewhere? you know? To in f lu ence  that  

kind of s to ry .  F'robably did happen. But L'inll many of the s t o r ie s  

th e r e 's  always a predominant woman? you know? t h a t ' s  control  l ing  

the s to ry .

E" J : Can you t e l l  us one of those s to r ie s ?

AS: I w i l l  t e l l  you a short one. Too bad he 's  not here. He's the

one that r e a l l y  wanted i t .  He's not here. But I ' l l  t e l l  i t  

anyway.

EJ: Ht?' I I hear i t  on the tape.

AS: [. 1 aughsJ Wei I ? let  me take a break before I do t h i s  okay?

' C au se . . .

[pause for break]
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AS5 Th is  s to ry  i s  the story  of a man* h is  wi f h i s  daughter, and 

the woman on the mountain. There was t h i s  young man who was 

married to  a very beaut ifu l  g i r l ,  and they had a daughter,  and the 

husband forever was going out hunting. He would go hunting in the 

morning, and he wouldn't come back u n t i l  late  at n igh t .  The wife  

and daughter would stay home. One time the husband l e f t ,  and he' 

took h is  hunting gear and walked up the* hi I I . H is  wife* saw him 

leave and f igured he was going to  go hunting somewhere so she le f t  

him. And a l i tt le* b ird  came landing. Lande*d near the* house. He* 

chirped and he chirped and he chirped and he chirped.  L i t t l e  b ird  

sa id ,  "He's not doing what you th in k !"  And he* f I e*w away. Oh, the 

daughter heard t h i s .  The daughter heard t h i s  for the f i r s t  time.

So next day the* father began. Took h is  gear and l e f t  for the 

mountain. And again the daughte*r was outside* p lay ing ,  and the 

l i t t l e  b ird  came and sa id ,  "Chirp, ch irp ,  ch irp ,  c h i rp ,  he 's  not 

doing what you th in k !"  And he'd f l y  away. The t h i r d  day i t  

happened, before the b ird  spoke, the daughter ran in s id e  and said? 

"Mother, come out and l i s te n  to  what t h i s  b ird  has to say."  The 

l i t t l e  b ird  stayed the*re* and I ande*d and he* stayed the*r e*. "Chirp,  

ch irp ,  ch i r p ,  ch irp ,  ch irp ,  ch irp ,  ch irp ,  ch irp ,  he 's  not doing 

what he says. He* a i n ' t  doing what i t  looks l i k e . "  The wife* s t a r t s  

wondering, "What now. What would he be doing?"

And when the* husband came* home, he* never had anything he'd  

hunted for .  The wife and the daughter was gett ing  hungry. They 

d id n ' t  have any more food. So she asked her husband to go hunting  

tomorrow. He says, "You know, I'm going to  d ie .  I'm going to  die  

now." He says, "What I want you to  do i s  to,  don't  embalm me l ik e

you do. Put my whole body in the kayak. Put a I I my hunting

impl ements with me, .inside*. And carry  me up that hi I I up there. "

So they d id .  Next morning he died. The wife did what he asked to
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do. They put him in h is  b id a r k i ,  and they we*re carry ing  him up the  

h i l l .  The daughter looked in and, "Mom! Mother, he’ s sm i l in g !"

She says, "No he 's  not.  He jus t  looks l ik e  th a t ."  Further up they

carr ied  him and, "Mom, he i_s sm i l in g !"  "No, he 's  not sm i l ing ,  he 's

dead." They kept going. F inal Iy, she got t i r e d .  The wife got

t :i. r ed . She sa i d-— Oh , the l i t t l e  b ird  c arne. The l i t t l e  b i r d c ame

on the b id a r k i ,  landing. "Cheep, cheep, cheep, cheep, cheep, he 's  

not dead. He's  ju s t  sm il ing ,  but he 's  not dead. He's  not dead!"

And the wife s tarted  gett ing  susp ic ious .  So she le f t  

the husband and daughter and went up to  the top of the hi I I . And 

she saw t h i s  smoke coming out of a hole in the ground. And she

looked in s id e  the hole. And there was t h i s  ugly women down there

with a pot, b o i l in g  something in her big pot.  And she yel led at 

her, says, "What are you doing?" When she looked up, the woman had

ju s t  one big eye on the forehead. And she* knew that t h i s  ugly

woman had taken her husband away from her. So she continued— she 

went back. By then she d id n ' t  care what her husband d id .  So she 

took him and put him up there. And then she went home. And t h i s  

l i t t l e  b ird  was coming. "Cheep, cheep, cheep, cheep, cheep! He's  

coming around the bend with a b id a rk i .  He's coming around the 

point with a b id a r k i ! "  You see t h e r e 's  a point in to  the bay, 

there. She looks, "No, no t h a t ' s  ju s t  a p i l e  of kelp.  Can't  be 

him, he 's  dead." So she* kept going, and the b ird  kept coming back 

and tel l ing ,  "He's coming down the road now! He's  coming down the 

road now!" And she sa id ,  "No, he 's  dead."

Then one day she got t i r e d  of him. "I'm s ta rv ing .  My husband 

goes out and gets food for that old woman. I'm going to  get that  

food from him." So she went down to the beach and met him t h i s  

time on the beach. And he, the* husband, being caught, apologized  

very much and gave a I I the food he had caught that day to  h is  wife.
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And she said? "There's  one more l i t t l e  p iece down there.  WiI I you

get i t  for me?" So he reached in to  h is  b i d a r k i ? and when he

reached in there? she* took t hi e bidar ki? rol I ed i t  upside down? and

drowned him. And he f i n a l l y  died. And she l ived happ i ly  ever

a f te r  II laughs!].

I got to  t e l l - — :i. t loses i t s e l f  when you’ re taking i t  from Aleut  

and putt ing  i t  in to  Eng l ish .  "Cause alI those l i t t l e ?  "Cheep?

cheep? cheep? cheep? cheep? C i naudi b I e II. " Al! those l i t t l e  sounds

are n 't  in there that belong in there.

EJ: Maybe could you jus t  say where that b ird  was ta lk ing?  in

Aleut? ju s t  so we hear what i t  sounds l ik e ?

AS: [speaks Aleutll [laughsH. That l i t t l e  b ird  goes? [speaks

Aleut!]. You know? i t  loses i t s e l f .  And then you? you know— I

can’ t do i t  Cl i k e1 the guy that to ld  i t?  the one I heard i t  from.

Even when he opens that hole*? you can hear the-—-he makes the sound 

of that b o i l in g  pot and I don’ t know how he did i t?  but he did the 

real ly good job.  You could hear the* b o i l in g  pot when he opens the

grass. And then he Cinaudib I ell» He was a good s to ry te l  I er .

E J : 1-1 e changes h is  v o i c e II i n a u d i b I e II ?

AS: Yeah? he changes h is  vo ice.

EJ: Wei I ? I th ink  you did a real ly n ice  job [inaudible*].

AS: We? I I ? we don't  have one in here? do we? We don’ t have any in

here II i naudi b I ell. Is there* any A fr ica n s?  I t ' s  bad? but I'm 

going to — the f i r s t  time I to ld  t h i s  story? he? my mentor? John 

C inau d ib le]  was tel l ing  the* s to ry  in Aleut? and I was t e l l i n g  i t  in 

Eng l ish .  And we were ha I fway through? and he said a word I did not 

know. For the* l i f e  of  me? I could not recognize that word. So in
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Aleut ,  I asked him, "What' d you say?" He'd say i t  in Aleut again.  

But I wouldn't t rans la te -— in my mind i t  wasn't about to  t r a n s la te .  

It was Aleut and i t  was going to stay A leut.  So I sa id ,  "What i s  

that?" And we were at the Wood Center, u p s ta i rs  in that big hal l  

up in the Wood Center, and that p lace was packed with people. And 

we had a Hinaudible] about yea high o f f  the f lo o r .  And I can 

always remember there was a group of colored people r ig h t  up in

front .  And he f in a l  Iy- I sa id ,  "What i s  i t ? "  So I leaned over and

he to ld  me in my ear what i t  was. I sa id ,  "No, no! I'm not going 

to say th a t ! "  I sa id ,  "No way am I going to  say i t . "  "You got 

to ,"  he sa id ,  "You got to !"  I sa id ,  "No, no, no." He says, "Ah!" 

He says, "It was a n igger-head ," he sa id .  And, oh man, I c o u ld n ' t ” 

-But those colored guys— I wasn't about to say "nigger" when those 

people were there ,  and he jus t  say, "Ah, just  say n igger-head!"

II I aughs] .

EJ's What do you cal I nigger-heads i n . . .

AS: I don't  know, I forgot what the word was. T h a t 's  why I d id n ' t

know what i t  was, ' cause I d id n ' t  know how to say i t !

Student: Because in our area, you know, II inaudib le]  and they cal I

those grass C i naudi bIe].

AS: T h a t 's  what [ i t ]  was 'cause t h i s  i s  where she moved the grass-

-those th ings  away to see in s id e ,  and t h a t ' s  where that word came

up, and I wasn't about to say i t  when he to ld  me i t  was a n igger-

head. And I cou ldn 't  for the l i v e  of me translate* r ig h t  away in to

another word l i k e  a clump of grass, you know! Then I had— he said  

that word and I sa id ,  "Oh my God, th e y 're  s i t t i n g  r ig h t  in front  

h e r e ! " But t h ose coI or ed p eopIe, t h ey wer e r e a l l y  appIaudi n g an d 

everyth ing.  But I sweated through that one III aughs]. I'm not

11



prejud iced  at a l l .  I just-— my best f r iends  are colored people.

But I wasn't about to  say tha t ,  that n ight.

Student: So, did you hear t h i s  s to ry  as a c h i ld ,  a lso?

AS: No, no. Th is  i s  the f i r s t  one that I heard i t .  I heard many,

many s t o r i e s  in childhood. My uncle  was a s t o r y t e l I e r . And he 

would come to  the viI I age twice a year, maybe, and spend a couple  

of  n ights  at the house, and he would t e l l  us s to r ie s .  Most of the 

s t o r ie s  are family  s to r ie s ,  so we don't  tel I them. Huh?

EJ: Wei I , I was just  going to  say that the* s to ry  you just

to ld ,  we have that same story  in Athabascan cu l tu re  a lso .  I mean, 

[ in a u d ib le -! about t h is .  You know, the man came, "Oh? I'm so s ic k .  

I'm going to  d ie ! "  And he in s t ru c ted  h is  wife? you know, on how he 

wanted to  be bur ied.  Normally, p e o p l e - - i t ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  when 

people died,  to  burn th e ir  personal th ings  so they could take i t  

with them. And he* instructed  them and sa id ,  "[ inaud ib le]  put 

everything in my canoe and put i t  up away from here ."  So he wont, 

you know, he* takes the long ways, "You put my s t u f f  in there and 

don't  go v i s i t  i t ! "  ClaughsH. He doesn't  want them v i s i t i n g  around 

there,  you know. But there was a b i rd  involved and he kept saying,  

you know, th a t ,  "he's  not dead! He's not dead!"

AS: Th is  s to ry  i s  on the Aleut Night tape that I wanted to show.

This  i s  one of the s t o r ie s  that we to ld .

EIJ: We could make an appointment t o . . .

AS: . . . g e t  that tape?

EJ: Yeah.

AS: For next Thursday. Next Tuesday we' I I t ry  to set up a



T.V. and show parts  of i t ,  anyway.

EJ: Yeah. But before that ,  l e t ' s  take a look at those tapes to

see i f  [ in a u d ib le ] .  Do you know which year that was':-'

AS: That would have been the f i r s t  year. Which year did you say

was the f i r s t  year? '78? It says on that program. Where i s  the

program now?

E J : It shou ldn 't  be hard to  f ind .  Yeah, we just  looked for the

f i  r s t  y e a r . . .

S tudent: The program?

E J : Yeah, t h e . . .

AS: It says on there. What year was the f i r s t  year?

Student: Umm...

AS: ' "78, I th ink .

Student: '74.

AS; '74? L e t ' s  see [ in au d ib le ] .  I t ' s  been that many years?

[ i naudi b I e ] .

Student: Did you have s t o r y t e l l e r s ?  L ike ,  you say your uncle was

a s to ry te l  le r?  Did they t r y  to pass another s to ry te l  i er on in the 

family ,  and, l ik e ,  do an apprenticesh ip  with them, or whatever, to  

bring another s t o r y t e l l e r  in to  the family?

AS: I don't  th ink -  otherwise, I'm sure, my uncles would have made

me a s t o r y t e l l e r ,  you know? I don't  th ink they in f luenced  anybody 

to be a s t o r y t e l l e r .  But then, by the time my uncle and them were, 

before they died,  Aleut cu l tu re  was p re t ty  dead. It wasn't being



passed on.

Student: When you say that they would have made you a s t o r y t e l I e r ?

was a. s to ry te l  I er sort  of l i k e  something that?, you know— I mean? 

did people say? like? "Okay Alfred? you 're  going to  be a 

s t o r y t e l I e r ?" and then you w ent. . .

AS: No? I don't  mean that they were tra ined  to be* s to ry te l  lers?

they ju s t  expected you to be. But I was saying? by the time my 

uncle and them were tel l ing s to r ies?  and the Iast I heard of them 

t e l l i n g  s to r ies?  there wasn't anymore in te re s t  in passing i t  on.

Students Oh? oh? I see.

AS: You know? the cu l tu re  was dying already? and they weren't

th ink ing  of keeping i t  going. And what s tor ies?  few s to r ies?  we 

have are by the e lders  are l i v in g  today. And by word of mouth? "I 

h e a r d . . . "  So? i t ' s  nothing that----it 's  not-—my s t o r ie s  are family  

stor ies?  you know. I don't  have t r ib a l  s t o r ie s .  I have jus t  

family  s t o r i e s .  Which II i naudi b I ell family  t e l l s .  Huh?

Students About your family? you mean?

AS: You know? th e y 're  family s t o r ie s .  Not about my family? but

st or i es t hat wer e t o I d wi t h i n t he f ami I y .

Student s Oh ? oh. 0kay.

AS: It wasn't a t r ib a l  s to ry  thing? i t  was— each family  had th e i r

own s t o r ie s .

S t  udents 0 h ? okay.

AS: But they could tel  I i t  to  other people. But the ones I'm

th ink ing  of are the ones that my uncle used to  tel I ; were the ones

14



that were to ld  in our family.

Students At what age did the was the time to get married?

Cinaudib I ell when you were a c h i ld  o r . . ,

AS: You know, 1 have i t  from sources that a woman, a g i r l ,  she had

to be at least  eighteen or nineteen to get married. But, i f  she 

was marrying an older man, l e t ' s  say a man that was in h is  f o r t i e s ,  

she could borrow so many years from him. And make up to become

nineteen. L ike  she could marry when she was s ix teen and borrow

three of h is  years.  Making him th ir ty -se ven  and she became 

ni net een.

Students Is that r ig h t?

AS: So they borrowed from each other to  become e l i g i b l e  to  marry.

Student: T h a t 's  a p re t ty  good th ing ,  yeah.

AS: So there were very, many, many, young, young br ides .

Young br ides  and mothers. Young were mothers, too.

Student: Was that the more common combination, with a man twenty

or t h i r t y  years older than a g i r l ?  Or was i t  more common that they

were f iv e  to ten years older or the same age?

AS: I don't  th ink  i t  was t r a d i t i o n  to marry somebody o lder .  It

was ju s t  that that older person needed a wife, you know. And a 

s ix teen  year old was e l i g i b l e .  You know. So they ' d marry young. 

L ike  I sa\y, i t  wasn't a courtsh ip  of any kind, i t  was an arranged

marriage. You could only arrange i t  adding years to your l i f e .

You know what I mean? You can 't  C inaudibIe3. But I 've  known— in 

my time I 've  known people s t i l I  borrowing. And i t ' s  very confusing  

when i t  comes t o — e s p e c ia l ly  now, these women who are borrowing way



back, in l e t ' s  say, f i f t y  years ago, are r e a l l y  having a bad time 

t ry in g  to  get the o ld  age pension, because they don't  know th e ir  

true  age. Because they had borrowed so many years, and they d id n ' t  

know how many years they borrowed. So they say, the church records  

show them as one age and they say th e y 're  another age. "I got 

married when I was nineteen and t h i s  was in 1928," you know. After  

while the date confusion i s  r e a l l y  bad. But i t  was s t i l l  being 

done. The ones that are now in t h e i r — 65? 67, 68, 66, and that,  

are almost the last  of  the borrowers, so I 've  known a person to be

ten years younger than she a c tu a l ly  was. She thought she was. 1

mean i f  you married a man seventy years o ld ,  you could borrow

twenty years from him Claughs3!

Students Were there other advantages to borrowing age besides  

gett ing  married sooner? I mean, did that g ive them any other 

r i ghts?

AS: I th ink that d id,  yeah. I th ink i t  gave them the r ig h t  to

bear ch i ld re n ,  to  get married, and t o — you know. I'm sure age had

a lot of ways t o — there were a lot of th ings you could do at a

ce r ta in  age that you cou ldn 't  at another, you know. And 

e s p e c ia l ly ,  even in white man's in f lu en ce  times, and some of these  

that are now reaching 65, was a lready white man was i n f  Iuencing, 

they were marrying to  leave the vi  I I age to go to  another vi I I age?,

you know. And in those days a lready they had United S tates

Commissioners which would not allow t h i s .  You know? you cou ldn 't

take a f i  fteen year old g i r l  out of  her viI I age, you know. But by

doing t h i s  through the church or something? borrowing? they became 

of age* and could leave. So? i t  was for convenience, a more

c o n v e n i e n t t h i n g f o r t r a d i t i o n . 1-1 u h ?

Students What you were saying sosrt  of reminds me of a question I
16



had about marriage. We saw t h i s  tape the other day? I th ink  of 

[ in au d ib le ] ,  and i t  was a p re t ty  small v i l l a g e ,  by my terms.

There were, l i k e ,  e ig h t y - f i v e  people, and i t  seemed to be* f a i r l y  

i s o la te d .  And I was th ink ing ,  in a v i l l a g e  that small ,  when 

someone gets to the age where they want to get married, did they 

usual ly marry someone in that viI I age, or was there some sort  of 

t r a d i t i o n  where you went to another vi I I age to  get married':-’ Or. . .

AS: You know, Atka, Cinaudible] you know, a f te r  a while Atka’ s

going to be a two family viI I age, you know. They interm arried  and 

married and married, They’ re going to end up a two family  v i l l a g e  

So you'd have to  go outs ide your viI I age to marry, you know. To 

bring somebody back. The fortunate  part of Atka was we had moved 

Attu there,  so there was Attu people there that were e l i g i b l e  to  

marr y .

Students Oh yeah. Oh, okay.

AS: So there was a chance of not marrying in to  the family  or in to

the vi I I age. You were* marrying outs ide  the* vi I I age, but they were 

there because of the re lo c a t io n .  But a lot of the viI I ages, the 

young people in Atka today go to  Unalaska to marry Unalaska g i r l s ,  

you know, that  are e l i g i b l e .  Or any other v i 1 I age. Th is  i s — the 

same thing i s  happening on the* P r i b i l o f s ,  too. The*y in term arr ied ,  

so th e y ’ re almost a I I re la ted  some way or another, i f  not through 

m arr iag e ,  t h r o ugh b I o o d , y o u k n o w ? S o t h e y ha d t o I o o k el s e* w h e r e 

for health  reasons. And t h i s  i s  happening more so in the younger 

people. They 're  marrying in to  the Eskimo people and they're* 

marrying in to ,  you know, d i f f e r e n t  cu l tu re s .

EJ: A g i r l  from our v i l l a g e  i s  married and l i v in g  in Saint George

I t h i n k . C i naud i b I e II
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AS: Yeah, we* have many, many Aleut men that have married in to  the

Athabascan race and in to  the Eskimo, you know, in to  white 

[inaudible*!]. And th e r e 's  many husbands who have* married Eskimo

women, you know. So i t ' s  a— i t ' s  not a -you don't  keep everything

at home anymore. You go shopping [laughs 3. But i t ' s  not that I ' rn 

saying th e r e 's  a shop or something.

EJs Whenever you want to take a bre*ak. . .

AS: I ' l l  t a lk  ten more minutes then I ' l l  quit  [ in au d ib le ] .  So,

and when I say that women— to t h i s  day, the* women are* very strong  

in church work. When th e r e 's  work to be done— l e t ' s  say they have 

to  scrape* and paint  the outs ide  of the church. You're not going to 

see women standing on s c a f fo ld in g  to  scrape and— but th e y 're  the 

ones that are* down below cooking the* lunches for the* men t h a t ' s  

going to  be up there, and th e y 're  the ones that are, you know, 

the*y're* the* support pe*ople*. And without them the men wouldn't do 

i t .  You know. The men won't go up there and scrape for no time by 

themselves. You got to make* sure the woman i s  down there preparing

h is  lunch for him. And t h i s  has been, even in a we I I educated, up-

to-the-minute  c i t y  of Anchorage*, the Saint Innocent church, i f  i t  

wasn't for the sisterhood', we wouldn't have a b u i ld in g  funded much. 

I t ' s  the* women that [ inaud ib le]  have bake sa les ,  and have* p a r t ie s ,  

and s t u f f  to  r a i s e  money for b u i ld in g  fund. I'm not saying the men 

don't  do anything, but once they see the* women s ta r t  doing th ings ,  

they say, "Okay, l e t ' s  help them." E*ut I don't  th ink  the 

brotherhood, as such, would s ta r t  or i n i t i a t e  a bake sa le .  And 

t h i s  has been l i k e  t h i s  throughout al I the years. I can a I ways 

remember I could hear my mother screaming to  my step-dad, "Ge*t up 

that church and pa int !  I ' l l  cook lunch for you." And [ i f ]  he
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wasn’ t going to l is ten?  he wasn’ t going to get the lunch.

Students Is "sisterhood" a church term or i s  that a term of your 

own?

AS: S isterhood i s  a church term. We have what we calI the

brotherhood, which i s  the brothers that get together and help with 

the church. And then the s isterhood i s  the one th a t— i t ’ s l i k e  a 

voIunteer soc i et y, you know.

Cside twoII

So? next Tuesday I th ink we’ II tal k on— we I I ? we’ I I t ry  to  get 

that tape, Aleut Night tape. And from there I ’ I I take excerpts  of  

the s to ry  te l  l in g ,  my Aleut dancing? Aleut games? and the music? 

Aleut music. I won’ t say the whole* hour and a ha I f wi I I be on 

that? but p a r ts  of i t  wiI I be on th a t .  And then g ive you a chance 

t o q u e s t i o n o n t h a t p o r t i o n .

EJ: When you’ re ta lk in g  about s tor ies?  you say there are family

s t o r i e s — I don’ t know what my question is? but was there ce r ta in  

kind of language for ce r ta in  group of people?

AS: Uh? yeah? I think? l i ke  myself? my uncle to ld  s to r ies?  and

they were cal led CAleut word3 s t o r ie s .  CAleut word] s t o r ie s  you 

don’ t t e l l  ju s t  anybody. That ’ s kind of p r iv a te  family  s t o r ie s .  

And they ’ re X"-rated? and? you know? you don’ t tel I them to p u b l ic .  

And t h i s  i s  actual Iy— they ’ re X-rated s t o r ie s  that stay w ithin  the 

family .  You can tel I other fr iends? but you don’ t s i t  out in a 

pub l ic  p lace  and tel I them. And these are the- funnier ones? the 

ones I l ike? the X--rated ones Cl aughs II.

Student: Did you hear that same story? over and over again:-' l-rom

time to  time?
13



AS: Yeah, t h e r e 's  hardly  any that are new, you know. And within

my family  s t o r ie s ,  I would say there was maybe f i f t e e n  s t o r ie s  

th a t ,  every time i t  was to l d ,  was d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. They'd add 

a l i t t l e  more to  i t  or they'd  take away l i t t l e  b i t s .

EJ: Maybe depending on who i s  l i s te n in g ?

AS: Yeah, on who was l i s te n in g  and who was t e l l i n g ,  you know. If

a good s to ry  t e l l e r  to ld  i t ,  they came out r e a l l y  good. Nice  

s to r ie s .  But i f  he was a I as y s to ry  tel  l er ,  i t  just  came out blah.  

L ike  mine, you know. So i t  depended on who was te l  Iing the s tory .  

Now, you' I I n o t ice  on t h i s — i f  we get that tape Tuesday, that BiI I 

Cherpan II s p . ? 3 i s  a s tory  tel l er .  He i s  a s to ry  tel  l er .  He i s  a 

you can, even i f  you don't  understand him t e l l i n g  in Aleut ,  you ' l l  

I isten  because the way he t a l k s .  He changes h is  vo ice ,  the sound 

of h i s  vo ice .  You know what he 's  ta lk ing--- !  mean, I know what he 's  

t a l k i ng ,  and i t  becomes part of the s to ry  because of the sound of  

h is  vo ice .  He i s n ' t  ta lk in g  everyday A leut,  he 's  t a l k i ng  story  

Aleut ,  you know? And th e r e 's  a l i t t l e  chant in there that j u s t —- 

you don't  t a l k  l i k e  that everyday. And i t ' s — he 's  ta le n te d ,  he 's  

r e a l l y  a good one. He's  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  but he 's  old and he ' s  not 

doing i t ,  able to  get around anymore.

E J : Where does he l i ve?

AS: Akutan.

EJ: Oh. And what about speeches? When people make speeches, did

they have a h ierarchy  of people-, and th e r e 's  d i f f e r e n t  kind of word 

they use when they t a l k ?  Or were th e i r  speeches l i k e  when c h ie f s ,  

they have c h ie f s  II inaud ib le]  d id n ' t  they?



AS: I'm sure the c h ie f s  spoke by rank. L ike  I was saying, there

was a c h ie f  and then— there were c h ie f s .  E*ut, you knuw, seven 

c h ie f s .  And then one of them was the c h ie f  of chiefs*. I* m sure

the c h ie f  of  c h ie f s  ran the meetings, you know. And gave a chance

for every c h i e f  to t e l l  h is  s to ry  or his-—get involved in the

meetings or have-— and bring up h is  problems from h is  v i l l a g e .  And 

t h i s  was mostly why these meetings were held,  anyway, was that they  

wanted to  know, "What do you do in  your v i l l a g e  when t h i s  problem 

comes up?" You know? So one c h ie f  would say, "What do you do when 

your young g i r l s  become pregnant without being married?" And 

another c h ie f  from another vi I I age sa id ,  "We* I I, t h i s  i s  how we 

handle i t . "  You know. And then another one says, "Wei I, over in 

our vi I I age we* do like* t h i s . "  So that th e y 're  exchanging ideas,  so 

that by the end of a day Hthey3 decide, "AlI r i gh t ,  from here on, 

t h i s  i s  how we*'re* going to handle the problem." And the c h ie f  of  

c h ie f s  says, "Okay, t h i s  i s  now law. Th is  i s  what we're going to  

do." So by the end of the c h ie f s  meetings there-— you had a set of  

ru l es  to go by. And I'm sure each c h ie f  had th e ir  say in putt ing  

i nt o t hat i de*a t hiey had .

St udent: Wer e c h i e f s H i naud i b I e II „

AS: Yes.

Student: And how were they chosen?

AS: It was always chosen by the vi I I age people. The* vi I I age

people chose who they wanted. L ike  I was saying in the beginning,  

i t  use*d to be* hand — me*—down fami I y , you know. But I ate*r on i t  

became whoever was older and wiser in the v i l l a g e  became the ch i e f .  

It wasn't a fami ly d e a l ie  anymore. It became a v i l l a g e  dea l i e .

But, in the beginning, i t  used to  be fami ly kept i t .  And then you



were c h i e f  u n t i l  you died. Later on i t  became y< 

unti  I v you know— be el ected for Cinaudibl ell. In 

Ci naudi bIe 3.

[end of ta p e 3

3 U w e r e 

other


