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T r a n s c r i b e d  b y ;  M a r g a r e t  A,, A s b u r y

S i d e  o n e ;

A l f r e d  S t e p e t i n  CASH;  I h a v e  no w r i t t e n  s ummar y  o f  a n y t h i n g  I ’ m 

g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  L a s t  t i m e  I was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  A l e u t

r  e I i  g i on .

As I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  t h e  A I e u t  p e o p I e  d i  d n o t  p r a c t  i  c e  a r  e I i  g i o n  

a s  some o t h e r  t r i b e s  d i d .  T h e y  b e l i e v e d  i n  h i g h e r  b e i n g s ,  b u t  t h e y  

n e v e r  b u i l t  i d o l s  o r  s t a t u e s  f o r  t h e i r  memor y .  T h e  A l e u t  p e o p l e  

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e i r  M a k e r . And when t h e  R u s s i a n s — when 

I s a y  t h e  R u s s i a n s ?  I d o n ' t  mean t h e  c h u r c h  i t s e l f ;  I mean t h e  

R u s s i a n  h u n t e r s — came and b e g a n  t o  b a p t i s e  t h e m ,  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  

b a p t i s m  a s  b e i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o n  t h e y  had b een  w a i t i n g  f o r .  So ,  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  p r i e s t s  and m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  many v i I  I a g e s ,  

c o m p l e t e  v i I  I a g e s ,  had been  b a p t i s e d  b y  l a y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  h u n t e r s  o r  

t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f f  t h e  s h i p s .  T h e y  d i d  t h i s  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e i r  own 

c o n v e n i e n c e ,  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  m a r r y  t h e  A l e u t  g i r l s ,  b u t  t o  make t hem 

f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  and w a n t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .

A t  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  t h e  A l e u t  p e o p l e  had b y  t h e n  

had t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s  p r e t t y  wel  I — y o u  h a v e  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  a h u n d r e d  y e a r s — had p r e t t y  w e l I  s e t  t h e i r  

g oa I s  t  o b e 0 r t  h od o x C h r i s t i a n s .  So when t h e  p r  i  e s t s  came and 

s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  t h e m t h e  s a c r a m e n t s  and  g i v i n g  t hem t h e i r  " d o ' s "  and 

" d o n ’ t ’ s "  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e y  p r e t t y  much f e l l  i n t o  p l a c e  and 

a c c e p t e d  i t .  And a s  o f  t o d a y ,  i t  i n f l u e n c e s  s o  much t h a t  e v e n  t o  

t h i s  d a y ,  t h e  O r t h o d o x  c h u r c h  s t a n d s  f i r s t  i n  the* l i f e  o f  t h e  AI e u t

p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  and t h e  R u s s i a n  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r
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p e o p l e .  E v e n  b e f o r e  h i s  c u l t u r e , ,  Bu t  he l e t  h i s  c u l t u r e  d i e .  He 

w o u l d  n o t  l e t  h i s  r e l i g i o n  d i e .  T h e y  t o o k  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ?  t h e  men 

who we r  e wood c a r  v e r s r  who c a r v e d  mask s  a n d o t h e r  t  o o I s  an cl 

i m p l e m e n t s  o f  w a r ,  t o o k  t h a t  same t a l e n t  and p u t  i t  i n t o  c a r v i n g  

o r n a m e n t s  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  As  a go o d  ex amp l e ?  y o u  g o  i n  t h e  A l e u t  

a r t  b o ok  b y  L y d i a  B l a c k ?  y o u  w i I  I s e e  some A l e u t  c a r v i n g s  t h a t  

a d o r n  the* i c o n  s c r e e n  a t  the* c h u r c h  a t  I J n a l a s k a .  A g a i n ?  t h e y  l e f t  

t h e i r  o l d  p a g a n  A l e u t  s i n g i n g  and d a n c i n g  p r e t t y  much.  As  I s a i d  

b e f o r e ?  we* d o n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  much o f  i t  a n y m o r e .  T h e y  u s e  t h e i r  

v o i c e s  t o  p r a i s e  t h e  L o r d ?  i n  t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e .  And a g a i n ?  t o  

t h i s  d a y  t h e y  s t i I  I do  t h i s .

N e x t  week s o me t i me ?  I w i l l  b r i n g  a N a t i v e  F e s i t i v a l  o f  A r t s  

N i g h t ?  A l e u t  N i g h t ?  and show y o u  an e x a m p l e  o f  what  t h e  Al€M.it a r t s  

and d a n c i n g  and m u s i c  was l i k e  t h e n  and i s  l i k e  now.  I s t i l I  

h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  t a p e .  And s o me b o d y  had a s k e d  on 

o u r  l i t t l e  s l i p  ( I ' m  g e t t i n g  t o  t h a t .  I ' l l  g e t  t h o s e  l i t t l e  

a n s w e r s  f o r  y o u . )  what  a b o u t  A l e u t  t a b o o s ?  A l e u t s  had many t a b o o s ?  

I b e l i e v e .  T h e y  must  h a v e  h a d .  T h e y  had a-— what  k i n d  o f  b e l i e f  

thc*y b e l i e v e d  i n .  One was t h a t  a man was n e v e r  t o  be n e a r  h i s  w i f e  

t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a h u n t .  Nor  was a w i f e  o r  d a u g h t e r  h a v i n g  he r ?  

l e t ' s  s ay?  p e r i o d  was t o  be  n e a r  t h e  h u n t i n g  g e a r  o r  the* h o u s e  o f

t  h e o n e t  h a* t ' s  t  o g o h u n t  i  n g . I n  t h e  0 r  t  h o d o x p r  a c t  i  c e ? t  h i s  a l s o

h a s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  A woman who h a s  a c h i l d  c a n n o t

e n t e r  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  f o r t y  d a y s .  Now t h i s  i s  O r t h o d o x  b e l i e f ?  n o t  

A l e u t  b e l i e f .  When s h e  b e g i n s — a s  a t e e n a g e r  s h e  b e g i n s  h e r  

p e r i o d s ?  s h e  i s  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c h u r c h  a g a i n  f o r  f o r t y  

d a y s — o r  e i g h t y  d a y s .  A f t e r  h e r  s e c o n d  p e r i o d  and t h e  end o f  h e r  

s e c o n d  p e r i o d .  T h e n  s h e  c a n  e n t e r  t h e  c h u r c h .  L i k e w i s e ?  a f t e r  t h e  

b i r t h  o f  a c h i l d ?  t h e  m o t h e r  i s  n o t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  f o r t y

d a y s .  And i n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  t h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  p r a y e r s  and



S t u d e n t :  T h a t  number  f o r t y  come f r o m  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  t o  do w i t h

t h e  number  f o r t y  f o r  t h e  f o r t y  II i  n a u d i  b I e 3 ?

ASs E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  f o r t y  i n  i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  f o r t y  d a y s  

C h r i s t  s p e n t  on e a r t h  b e f o r e  h i s  a s c e n s i o n  f r o m t h e  e a r t h  t o

h e a v e n .  And I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a f o r t y  d a y  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  O l d

T e s t a m e n t  r a l s o  t h a t — y o u  c r i e d  f o r  f o r t y  d a y s  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I 

d o n ’ t  know.  So? and L y d i a  B l a c k  t o l d  me? l a t e r  on? t h a t  t h e r e ' s

a r t  w o r k  a t  U n a l a s k a  c h u r c h  t h a t  was d o n e  b y  an A l e u t  a r t i s t .  Of

c o u r s e ,  he  w e nt  t o  R u s s i a  t o  s t u d y ?  b u t  he came b a c k  and d i d  some 

i c o n s  and w o r k  a t  t h e  O r t h o d o x  c h u r c h  a t  U n a l a s k a .  T h e  U n a l a s k a  

c h u r c h  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  s t a n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e — o r t h o d o x  c h u r c h  s t a n d i n g  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  was b e g a n  i n  18 2 5 .  T h e  S i t k a  

c a t h e d r a l  was a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r  t h a n  i t  i s ?  i t  wa s .  B u t  t h e  S i t k a  

c a t h e d r a l  b u r n e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  and now s t a n d s  a r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  

c h u r  c h „ L i  k €*w i s e ?  t  he Kod i ak c h u r  c h was muc h o I d e r ,  b u t  i t  b u r  ned 

t o  t h e  g r o u n d  and a n o t h e r  r e p l i c a  s t a n d s  i n  i t s  p l a c e .  B u t  t h e  

Una I a s k a  c h u r c h i  a s  a whoI  e ,  i s  n o t  t h e  oI  d c h u r c h . T h e  ma:i. n 

s  t  r  u c t  u r e ?  t  h e s  q u a r  e- c e n t  r  a I p .i e c e o f t  he  c h u r c h ,  i s  t h e  p i  e c e 

t h a t  was b u i l t  b y  o u r  d e a r l y  b e l o v e d  S a i n t  I n n o c e n t  way b a c k  i n  t h e  

1 8 0 0 ’ s .  T h e  w i n g s  and t h e  c u p o l a s  w e r e  ad d ed  much l a t e r .  B u t  e v e n  

t o  t h i s  day? when a man i s  g o i n g  t o  g o  h u n t i n g ?  he makes s u r e  i t ’ s  

n o t  t h e  eve* o f  a h o l i d a y ?  a c h u r c h  h o l i d a y ;  i t  i s  n o t  a c h u r c h  

h o l i d a y .  H e ’ s  v e r y  c a r e f u l  and p r a y s  b e f o r e  he g o e s  on h i s  h u n t .

I n  e a c h  home? A l e u t  home? y o u  w i I  I f i n d  an i c o n  h a n g i n g  w i t h  a 

h a n g i n g  lamp i n  f r o n t  o f  i t  t h a t  b u r n s  f o r  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s .  When 

y o u ’ r e  b o r n ?  y o u  a r e  b a p t i s e d  an O r t h o d o x ?  when y o u  d i e ?  y o u ’ r e  

b u r i e d  an O r t h o d o x .  So  O r t h o d o x y  t o  t h e  A l e u t  i s  t h i e r  l i f e* .  T h e y  

l i v e  b y  i t .  T h i s  day? l i k e  a n y  o t h e r ?  C i n a u d i b l e ]  w i t h i n  t h e  A l e u t

e v e r y t h i n g .  T h i s  i s  O r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o n *  n o t  A l e u t  r e l i g i o n .  Yes



peopI e*.

A g a i n ?  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t h o s e  W o r l d  War I I  c h i  I d r e n  t h a t  were'  

c h i l d r e n  i n  W o r l d  War I I ?  g r e w  up t o  be t h e  l e a s t  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  

o f  o u r  p e o p l e .  I ’ m n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  one h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  o f  

the* A l e u t s .  I d o n ' t  mean I know e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  A l e u t s  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .  I t  seems t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  t h e  m o s t — i s  a g r o u p  t h a t  

r e a I  l y  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  a p e r i o d .  At  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  when 

I was much o l d e r ?  t h e y  had b r o u g h t  i n  a y o u n g  p r i e s t  and he b e g a n  

t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  who— y o u  see? t h e y  w e r e  h i s  age*. And 

he? s t a r t e d  i n f l u e n c i n g  t hem and b r o u g h t  t hem b a c k  i n t o  t h e  c h u r c h .  

And Unal  a s k a ,  I ’ m s p e a k i n g  o f  U n a l a s k a  a g a i n ?  l i fe* i n  t h e  c h u r c h  

became f u l I  a g a i n .  T h e r e  was y o u n g  p e o p l e ?  o l d  p e o p l e ?  b a b i e s ?  

c h i l d r e n .  T h e y  were* a I I  i n  c h u r c h .  And b y  some w o r k  o f  somebody? 

[ i n a u d i b l e ]  New Y o r k .  T h e y  w i t h d r e w  o u r  p r i e s t  and t o o k  h i m  and 

made* h i m  b i s h o p  o f  J a p a n .  And t h e s e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  had s t a y e d  

away f r o m  c h u r c h  s o  l ong ?  came b a c k  and became f a i t h f u l  i n  t h e  

c h u r c h ?  s a i d ?  " W h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n ?  S o m e t h i n g  g o o d  h a p p e n s  and t h e y  

t a k e  i t  f r o m  u s . "  So t h e y  j u s t  q u i t  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  c h u r c h .  I ' m  n o t  

s a y i n g  t h a t  al  I A l e u t  O r t h o d o x  pe o p  I e a r e  O r t h o d o x y  [ . i n a u d i b l e * ] .  

T h e r e ' s  a l o t  t h a t  n eed  t o  be b r o u g h t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  

C h r i s t i a n s .  On a n y t h i n g .

S t u d e n t :  Was h e  an A l e u t ?  t h e  g u y  y o u  t a l k e d  a b o u t ?

AS:  Who?

S t u d e n t :  T h e  guy? y o u  s a i d  t h a t  he  came i n  a n d . . .

AS :  No? n o .  He was a p r i e s t  f r o m  C ! e * v e l a n d .  We d o n ' t  h a v e  a m i k e  

t o d a y ?  a s  u s u a l ?  s o  y o u '  I I h a v e  t o  t a l k  p r e t t y  l o u d  f o r  t h e  p i c k  up 

t o  ge*t y o u .
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S t u d e n t :  Yo u  s a i d  a t  o n e  t i m e , a  c o u p l e  o f  s e s s i o n s  b a c k ,  t h a t

w h e n e v e r  t h e  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  C u t t e r  B e a r  was i n  U n a l a s k a  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  

I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o f  t h e  t i m e  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  t h a t  w o u l d  be t h e  same one 

t h a t  W i c k e r s h a m  went  o u t  on [ i n a u d i b l e ]  s o  he was t h e r e . . .

A S :  I d o n ' t  know i f  W i c k e r s h a m  was on t h a t  b o a t ,  b u t  I s e e n  t h e

b o a t  i t s e l f .  And I w a s , . .

S t  u d e n t ; [  i  n a u d i  b I e ]

A S : Muc h b i g g e r .

S t u d e n t :  Much b i g g e r ?  Hmmrn. T h e y  had c a r s  and s t u f f ,  t o o ?

A S :  T h e y  h a v e  s t r e e t s ,  c a r s ,  y o u  know.  Y e a h .  U n a l a s k a  i s  much,

much b i g g e r .

S t u d e n t :  How l o n g  d i d  y o u  t o  t o  W r a n g e l l  I n s t i t u t e ?

AS:  F o u r  y e a r s .  Five* y e a r s ,  a c t u a l  l y „  F o r t y - t w o ,  f o r t y - t h r e e ,

f o r t y - f o u r ,  f o r t y - f i v e ,  f o r t y - s i x ,  s i x  y e a r s .  I g r a d u a t e d  i n  ” 47  

I s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  ' 4 2 ,  s o .  F o u r  y e a r s ,  a c t u a l l y .

S t u d e n t :  What  d i d  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h a t ?  D i d  y o u  t h i n k  i t  was an

o p p o r t  un i  t  y  o r  . . .

AS:  I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i t  was f o r c e d  on me. I had t o  go t o  s c h o o l

I had t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l .  B u t  o n c e  I was t h e r e ,  l i k e  I s a y ,  when t h  

t o o k  me home t o  U n a l a s k a  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  I was r e a d y  t o  g o  b a c k .

T o  c o n t i n u e  my e d u c a t i o n .  Y o u  know,  I had t o  s i t  and w a i t  f o r  a 

s c h o o l  t o  be  b u i l t .  F o r  U n a l a s k a  t o  c a t c h  up .

S t u d e n t s  D i d  y o u  f eeI  a l i e n a t e d  a t  a I I ?  I mean,  b e i n g  t h e r e  i n  

t h a t  k i  nd o f  a t m o s p h e r e  and t h e n  g o i  ng b a c k  t o  U n a l a s k a ?

AS :  Y o u  know,  l o t  o f  t i m e s  y o u  h e a r  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  D P ” s y o u  know,



d i s p l a c e d  p e o p l e .  We w e r e  c a l l e d  D P ' s  f o r  many y e a r s .  ' C a u s e  we 

d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  t h e r e  and we w e r e  d i s p l a c e d .  T h e y  u s e d  D P ' s  as  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .  B u t  i t  d i d n ' t  a f f e c t  u s  i n  a n y  wa y .  We w e r e  D P ' s .

[ i  n a u d i  b I e l l .

S t u d e n t ;  Do y o u  f e e l  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  t h a n k f u l  t o  h a v e  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  o r  l o o k  up o n  i t ?  maybe? a s  b e i n g  away f r o m  t h e i r  

fami  I i e s ?

A S :  I t h i n k  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  g o i n g  t o  W r a n g e l  I —

who w e r e  g o i n g  t h e r e ?  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o?  y o u  know.  T h e y  saw

i t  a s  an a d v a n t a g e .  Many o f  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who went  t o  t h a t

s c h o o l  ? and f r o m  t h e r e  went  t o  Mount  Edgecomb? are-  o u r  N a t i v e -  

l e a d e r s  t o d a y .

S t u d e n t s  H i  n a u d i  b I ell a s  t h e  e l d e r s  a r e ?

AS;  I w o u l d  s ay?  now t h i s  i s  my— now I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  i t ' s  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  O r t h o d o x  A l e u t s .  Yo u  know? I ' m  t h i n k i n g  o f  my g r o u p .  

T h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few i n t e r e s t e d ?  p r a c t i c i n g ?  O r t h o d o x  t e e n a g e r s .  B u t  

t h e r e ' s ?  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n ?  t h e r e  a r e  C h r i s t m a s  p e o p l e ?  

t h e r e ' s  E a s t e r  p e o p l e ?  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  t h a t  come a t  s p e c i a l  

o c c a s i o n s  f o r  w e d d i n g s ?  b a p t i s m s ?  and b u r i a l s .  Y o u  know? T h e y ' r e  

t h e r e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t hese-  r i t e - s  o r  s a c r a m e n t s ?  b u t  t h e y ’ r e  n o t  

p r a c t i c i n g .  T h o u g h  t h e y  know i t ' s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m when t h e y  want

i t .  B u t  t he- y  d o n ' t  p r a c t i c e  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h  a s  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e

do? a n d  t h e  b a b i e s  and y o u n g e r  p e o p l e  d o .  Y e s ?  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  No 

h e r .  Y o u  had a q u e s t i o n ?  Oh? y o u  d i d ?

S t u d e n t s  I ' v e  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  A l e u t s  t h a t  w e r e  r e l o c a t e d  down a t  

S o u t h e - a s t ?  t h e y  f o u n d  i t  re-al  h o t  and e v e r y t h i n g ?  c o m p a r e d  t o  b a c k  

home.  Do y o u  r e me mb er  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?



AS :  I t  was v e r y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  h u m i d

h e a t .  T h e r e  was a l w a y s - - - i f  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s n ’ t  g o o d  y o u  c o u l d n ’ t  

g e t  away  f r o m  i t .  Y o u  c o u l d  go  i n s i d e ,  b u t  C i n a u d i b l e ] .  I t  

a f f e c t e d  m o s t l y  t h e  o l d  p e o p l e .  T h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  c o u l d  r u n  a r o u n d  

and  g e t  a b r e a t h e r  s o m e t i m e s )  b u t  t h e  o l d  p e o p l e  C i n a u d i b l e U  t h e y  

had n o  way t o  e s c a p e  t h e  h e a t  and  i t  a f f e c t e d  t hem a l o t .

E s p e c i a l l y ?  t h e y  became mor e  s u s e p t i b l e  t o  c o l d s .  So t h e  w e a t h e r —  

when :i.t r a i n e d  i t  r a i n e d  mo r e  t h a n  i t  r a i n e d  i n  U n a ! a s k a  „ Not  o n l y  

t h a t  b u t  i t  r a i n e d  o f f  the* t r e e s ,  I mean i t  d r i p p e d  on y o u r  h o u s e  

and s o  y o u  had  much mor e  w a t e r  a r o u n d  t h a n  y o u  w o u l d  i n  U n a l a s k a .

I n  U n a l a s k a  t h e  r a i n  f e l I  t h i s  wa y .  I t  was h i g h e r  f o r  u s  f o r  i t  t o  

come down.

S t u d e n t s  I n  t h i s  book I ’ m r e a d i n g ,  i t ’ s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  t y p e s  

c h i l d r e n ’ s  games t h a t  t h e y  p l a y e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  t o  p r e p a r e  t hem f o r  

k a y a k i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  o r — d o  y o u  re me mb er  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t r a i n i n g  

h a p p e n i n g  when y o u  w e r e  a c h i l d ?

AS:  Wei I ? I s t a t e d  i n  o n e  o f  my p a p e r s  t h a t  1935 was a b o u t  t h e

l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  was h a p p e n i n g ,  y o u  know.  And 

t h i s  was my c h i  I hood? when I was s i x  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .  And b y  

t h e n  I w a s n ’ t  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  i n  a n y t h i n g .  I was o n l y  o b s e r v i n g  what  

I c o u l d .  E v e n  my dad was an A l e u t  d a n c e r  and A I e u t  game p l a y e r .

He w a s n ’ t  t e a c h i n g  me how t o  do i t .  B u t  a g a i n ?  y o u  know,  we 

a l r e a d y  ha d  s o  many y e a r s  o f  w h i t e  m a n ' s  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  we* w e r e  

p r e p a r e d  t o  g o  t h e i r  wa y ,  y o u  know.  I t h i n k .  Now I say?  " I  

t h i n k ? "  b e c a u s e  t h a t  was my o p i n i o n ,  n o t  t h e  A l e u t s .  Oh? t h e r e ’ s 

s o  much t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  C i n a u d i b I e 3»

S t u d e n t s  What  w e r e  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  t h e y  t a u g h t  y o u  i n  s c h o o l ?  

I f  y o u  r e m e m b e r .
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AS ;  E v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  t a u g h t  y o u  i n  a n y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  was 

r e g u l a r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e .

S t u d e n t :  So d i d  g i r l s  go? t o o ?

AS:  C i n a u d i b l e l l .  Anyways ?  b o y s  dor m and g i r l s  d o r m ,  b u t  w e ' r e  i n  —

we had c l a s s e s  t o g e t h e r .  And t h i s  was s c h o o l  f o r  a I I N a t i v e s ?  

E s k i mo ?  T l i n g i t ?  H a i d a ?  a I I o f  t h e s e  m i x e d  I n d i a n  t r i b e s .

S t u d e n t :  When y o u  w e nt  b a c k  t o  Una I a s k a ? a f t e r  t h e  war  i t s e l f ?  how

d i d  y o u  make y o u r  l i v i n g ?  What d i d  y o u  do t h e r e ?  Why d i d  y o u  

d e c i d e  t o  t a k e  up A l e u t ?  t h e  l a n g u a g e ?  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

AS:  We I I? I t o l d  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  i t  became a n e c e s s i t y  f o r  me t o

I e a r n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b e c a u s e ?  l i k e  I say?  I n e v e r  had a home when 1C 

w e nt  t h e r e  and  my a u n t  t o o k  me i n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r .  And s h e  s p o k e  

A l e u t .  So  t o  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r ?  I had t o  I e a r n  A l e u t .  So I 

l e a r n e d  i t .  And l i k e  I say? i t  was l a y i n g  d o r m a n t  i n  my mi n d  a l I  

t h o s e  y e a r s .  F r o m  h e a r i n g  i t  a s  a c h i l d .  T h a t  i t  j u s t  n e e d e d  

some i n f l u e n c e  t o  g e t  i t  b a c k  i n t o  p l a c e .  And? o n c e  I l e a r n e d  i t ?  

i t  became p a r t  o f  my l i f e .

S t u d e n t :  What  d i d  y o u  do f o r  a l i v i n g  when [ i n a u d i b l e ] ?

AS :  I was c i t y  c l e r k .  Arnost mayor  o n e  t i m e .  T h e n  I w o r k e d  f o r

d i f f e r e n t  c a n n e r i e s  and s t u f f .  B o o k k e e p i n g .  I ' m  a b o o k k e e p e r  b y

t r a d e  and j a c k  o f  a ! I  t r a d e s  and m a s t e r  o f  none? I g u e s s .  B u t  I

s t u d i e d  t o  become [ i n a u d i b l e ]  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  c h u r c h  had on my

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t ?  I ' m  a s u b d e a c o n .  I n  o u r  c h u r c h  we

h a v e  r a n k s  o f  p r i e s t s ?  s o  t h e r e ' s  p a t r i a r c h s ?  m e t r o p o I i t a n s ?

b i s h o p s ?  a r c h p r  i  e s t s ?  p r i e s t s ?  a r c h d e a c o n s ?  d e a c o n s ?  and

s u b d e a c o n s . I ' m a s u b d e a c o n — a n o r  d a :i. ned  s u b d e a c o n . I ' m t  h e

I o w e s t  on t h e  r a n k s ?  b u t  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  And I w o r k e d  i n  the* c h u r c h
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f o r  o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  b i s h o p  s a i d ?  "Okay? w e ’ I I 

r e c o g n i z e  y o u  a s  a go o d  w o r k e r .  We'  I I aw a r d  y o u  t h e  t i t l e *  o f  

’ s u b d e a c o n ' . "  Y o u  d o n ' t  g e t  t h o s e  t i t l e s — t h e y  d o n ' t  ha nd  t hem o u t  

t o  e v e r y b o d y .  B u t ?  I went  t o  s e m i n a r y  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  and s t u d i e d  

r e l i g i o n ?  s o  I c o u l d  know mor e a b o u t  my r e l i g i o n .

S t u d e n t :  When d i d  y o u  do t h a t ?

AS :  T h a t  was i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s .

S t u d e n t :  How l o n g  d i d  y o u  s t a y  down t h e r e ?

AS:  I s t  a y  e*d t w o  y e a r s  II i  n a u d i  b I e 3 .

S t u d  e n t  s G o i  n g b a c k  t  o r  e I i  g i on ? t i n  and i b I e  3 w e r e  t h e r e  a n y  k i n d 

o f  s p i r i t s  o r  s e a  a n i m a l s  o r . . .

AS;  You k now ? t  h a t  was on e t h i n g  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  t  r  i  ed t  o f i n d o u t  

was t h e  A l e u t ' s  r e l i g i o n  b e f o r e -  r e l i g i o n - — I mean be*fore 

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  l o o k e d  i n t o — t r i e d  t o  f i n d  i f  t h e y  

had t h e  p a g a n  b e l i e f s  i n  s p i r i t s .  T h e r e  was a — O r t h o d o x  c h u r c h  

b r o u g h t  i n  many o f  t h e m .  T h e y  h a v e  l o t s  o f  C i n a u d i b l e 3  g o i n g  on 

f o r  t h e  c h u r c h .  B u t  n o t  a l I  o f  t h e m .  T h e y ' r e  c e r t a i n  l i t t l e  

g r o u p s  t h a t  L i n a u d i b I e 3 . I t ' s  a m a z i n g  t h a t  U n a l a s k a  b e l i e f s  h a s  

i t s  b e l i e f .  And I g o  t o  T y o n e k  and T y o n e k  h a s  t h e  same b e l i e f .

And I a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  i t  was an A l e u t  b e l i e f .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e ?  t h e r e  

was some* i n f l u e n c e *  t h a t  was T y o n e k  and t h e r e  was some- - - - but  t h e s e  

a r e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ?  b u t  s t i l I  

are* p a r t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  Yo u  know what  I mean?

S t u d e n t s  When y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  Una I aska? a r e  y o u  t a l k i n g  f r o m  

N i k o l s k i ?  o r  what  was y o u r  t o w n  o r  v i I  I a g e ?

AS:  U n a l a s k a .
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S t  u d e n  t s  Un a 1 a s k a ? Un a I ask  a »

AS:  [ l a u g h s ]  U n a l a s k a  was t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t ' s  on U n a l a s k a  I s l a n d .

S t u d e n t s  O k a y ? w e l l .  How f a r  i s  N i k o l s k i  f r o m U n a l a s k a ?

A S : Fr i  v e  m i  I e s  C i  n and i  b I e ]  i t  i s .  Hi n aud i  b I e II

S t u d e n t s  And d i d  y o u  f o l k s — p r e v i o u s l y ,  how d i d  t r a v e l  t h e n ?  a l o n g  

t h e  s h o r e ?  Or  d i d  t h e y  go b y  l a n d ?  Or  d i d  t h e y  t r a v e l  b a c k  and 

f o r t h ?

ASs T h e y  u s e d  b i d a r k a ' s  t o  t r a v e l  on? b y  s h o r e .  L i k e  I t o l d  you? 

t h e r e ' s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t — t h e y  had t o  wai  t  f o r  t h e  tide*? a 

c e r t a i n  t i d e  t o  g o  o u t  a l o n g  t h e  p a s s e s .  And make s u r e  t h e y  w e r e  

t r y i n g  t o  g o  n o r t h  o r  n o t ?  t h e  o u t g o i n g  t i d e .  I h a t  meant  t h e  w a t e r  

was h e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  Yo u  d o n ' t  g o  n o r t h  on 

t h a t  t i d e ?  y o u ' r e  g o i n t  t o  g o — and t h o s e  p a s s e s ?  t h e y  c o u l d  be* l i k e  

r i v e r s  a t  t i m e s ?  v e r y  t o u g h .  ' C a u s e  t h e y ' r e  n a r r o w  and d e e p .

S t u d e n t s  How f a r  i s  i t  f r o m D u t c h  H a r b o r ?

ASs Wh a t ?

S t  u d e n t s  T h e  Una I a s k a .

ASs Not  e v e n  a q u a r t e r  o f  a mi I e .

S t u d e n t s  So  when i t  g o t  bombed d i d  a p i l e  o f  C i n a u d i b l e ]  j u s t  come 

r i g h t  i n ?  Or  w h e r e  t h e y  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ?

ASs T h e  a r m y  waxs t h e r e .  T h e  vi. I I a g e  i s  s i t u a t e d - — w h e r e  i t ' s

s i t u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  A r my  C i n a u d i b l e ]  a r o u n d  i t .  So U n a l a s k a  was

t h e r e ?  i t  was r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i t  a l I .  And t h e y  o n l y  bombed

t h a t  C i n a u d i b l e ] ?  on U n a l a s k a .  T h a t  way t h e y  o n l y  h i t  the*
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h o s p i t a l .  B u t  I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  h i t  t h e  

h o s p i t a l , t h e y  i n t e n d e d  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  gun e m p l a c e m e n t s .

S t u d e n t :  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  U n a l a s k a .

AS:  ' C a u s e  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  t r y i n g  t o  h a r m t h e  N a t i v e s .  1 mean? t h e

c i v i l i a n s .  T h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o . . .

S t u d e n t :  D u t c h  H a r b o r  was w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was?

AS:  . .  . mi  I i t a r y  wa s .

S t u d e n t s  Can y o u  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  

O r t h o d  ox c h u r c h  ?

AS:  I c o u l d  s a y  a l o t  a b o u t  i t .  [ i n a u d i b l e - ] .

S t u d e n t :  I mean,  D u t c h  H a r b o r ,  what  d o e s  i t  l o o k  l i k e  now? I s

t h e r e  a l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y  a t  D u t c h  H a r b o r ?  Are* t h e r e  f i s h i n g  

v e s s e I s ?  [ i n a u d i  b I e ]  I o c a  I f i sh i ng ?

AS:  T h e r e ' s  l o t s  o f  l o c a l  c a n n e r i e s  now.  T h e r e ' s  b o t t o m  f i s h

c a n n e r i e s  ai  I o v e r  t h e  pI  a c e .  So y e a h ,  U n a l a s k a  i s n ' t  s i t t i n g  i d l e  

l i k e  i t  d i d  f o r  y e a r s .  L i k e  I s a y ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e r e  was c r a b  

c a n n e r i e s  and t h e n  t h e y  went  t o  s h r i m p  c a n n e r i e s ,  t o  s a l m o n  

c a n n e r i e s .  Now t h e y ' v e  g o t  b o t t o m  f i s h  c a n n e r i e s .  And i t ' s

s e a s o n a l , s o  t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  c h a n g e  a s  

t h e  s e a s o n  g o e s ,  s o  t h e y ' r e  w o r k i n g  y e a r  ' r o u n d .  T h e y ' r e  n o t  j u s t  

b o t t o m  f i s h  c a n n e r i e s .  T h e y  d o n ' t  w a i t  ' t i l  the* b o t t o m  f i s h  s e a s o n  

opens; .  O n c e  t h a t  s e a s o n  c l o s e s ,  t h e y  c o n v e r t  i n t o  a,  y o u  know,  ax

c r a b  c a n n e r y  and wo r k  t h e  c r a b .  And t h e n  t h e y  change* i t  o v e r ,  make

i t  a s a l m o n  c a n n e r y  and t h e y  w o r k  t h e  s a l m o n  s e a s o n .  So i t ' s —  

t h e y ' r e  c h a n g e a b l e .  T h e r e ' s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s t e a d y  w o r k  a t  U n a l a s k a .  

I ' m  s p e a k i n g  o f  U n a l a s k a .  D u t c h  H a r b o r . . .
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S t u d e n t :  So i f  we w e r e  t o  v i s i t  t h e r e ,  w e ' d  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  b o a t s

o u t  t h e r e ?

AS:  On a S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  y o u ' d  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  b o a t s ?  y e s .  And

when t h e s e  come i n ?  t h e r e ' s  b o a t s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e  s o  t h e r e ' s  

b o a t s  a I I o v e r .

S t u d e n t :  I re me mb er  a l o t  o f  y e a r s  a g o  I h e a r d  t h e r e ' s  someone who 

s t a r t e d  a c a t t l e  r a n c h  on U n a l a s k a .  I s  t h a t  p u s s i  b I e :•

AS:  C l a u g h s ]  Y e s .  I mean? n o .  He r a n  t hem a l l  o f f  t h e  c l i f f  f o r

some r e a s o n .  T h e y  j u s t  d i d n ' t  t a k e  C l a u g h s ] .  He g a v e  i t  a good

t r y .

S t u d e n t :  I s n ' t  t h a t  what  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  sheep?  t o o ?  I t  f e l l  o f f

t h e  c l i f f ?

AS:  U n a l a s k a — t o o  many c l i f f s  i n  U n a l a s k a  C l a u g h s ] .  Ou r  s heep?  i f

o n e  g o e s  o v e r ,  h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  l e t  t h e  o t h e r s  f o l l o w  h i m .  T h e y  d o n ' t  

f o o l  a r o u n d .  B u t  ? cows  d i d n ’ t  t a k e  t o o  we I I ? e i t h e r .  I f  he  had 

t a k e n  down t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ?  C h e r n o f s k i  o r  K u s h i g a  o r  M a k u s h i n , ?  

he  w o u l d  h a v e  made i t .  B u t  he w a n t e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n  U n a l a s k a ?  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  most  m o u n t a i n o u s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  And I c a n  re me mb er  h i m  

pul  l i n g  h i s  b a r g e  up t h e  beach?  s h o o i n g  h i s  c a t t l e  o f f  t h e  d o c k s  

o n t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  So many p e o p l e  l a u g h e d .  He had h i s  l e x a n  h a t  on? 

tr O O  «i

S t u d e n t :  Wh e r e  d i d  he  c ome f rom ’ ?

AS:  He was f r o m  T e x a s  s o m e w h e r e .  He had b r o u g h t  a I I  h i s  c a t t l e

and g o n e — w i t h i n  a y e a r  he was h e a d i n g  o u t .  He was s e l l i n g  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .  I n  f a c t ,  a c o u p l e  o f  d a y s  b e f o r e  he l e f t  he* had 

b r o u g h t  a b e a u t i f u l  o l d  a r m y  g e n e r a l ' s  h o u s e .  He b u r n e d  t h a t



b u i l d i n g  d o wn ,  and t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  we c o u l d  do a b o u t  i t .  He had 

a l I  t h a t  e q u i p m e n t  i n  h i s  h o u s e ,  and  he  w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  i t  

f o r  a n y b o d y .  So  he s e t  f i r e  t o  i t ,  and i t  was i n  an a r e a  w h e r e  y o u

c o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  t o  w i t h  t h e  f i r e  e q u i p m e n t .  So we j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  

and w a t c h e d  i t  b u r n .  T h a t ' s  how d i s a p p o i n t e d  he wa s .  B u t  I h e a r d  

he  s t a r t e d  a n o t h e r  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e  C l a u g h s ] .

S t u d e n t :  Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s ?

AS:  Me?

S t u d e n t s  Urn hmm.

AES; I  h a d  o k a y — I  had o n e  s i s t e r .  I  mean,  I h a v e  t w o  s i s t e r s

now.  My o l d e r  s i s t e r  and my s i s t e r  V e r a ,  who I i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

My o l d e r  s i s t e r  l i v e s  i n  N i k o l s k i .  I  had t w o  b r o t h e r s  and t w o

o t h e r  s i s t e r s ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  g o n e .

S t u d e n t :  Do t h e  A l e u t s  h a v e  C i n a u d i b l e ]  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s

L i n a u d i b I e ] .

AS:  I a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  c h e c k  w i t h  L y d i a  on my w o r k .  I — y o u  w o u l d  

know.  C i n a u d i b l e ]  i s  n o t  R u s s i a n .

S t u d e n t s  What  d o e s  t h a t  mean?

AS :  Do g .

S t u d e n t ;  C i n a u d i  b I e ] ?

AS:  Urn hmm. I t ' s  an E s k i m o  b o r r o w e d  w o r d .  No,  I g u e s s  E s k i m o s  

had t h e i r  d o g s ,  t h o u g h  d o n ' t  t h e y .  T h e y  must  h a v e  had t h e i r  d o g s .

And I t h i n k  t h e  A l e u t s  e v e n  came up t h e r e  and saw C i n a u d i b l e ] .  Bu t

I d o n ' t  know o f  d o g s  b e i n g  i n  U n a l a s k a — I mean,  i n  t h a t  a r e a .

S t u d e n t s  A b o r i g i  na  I I y ?
13



A S ; Veah .

S t  u d e n t  s V o u  d o n ' t  know o f  dog s  Y

AS :  I d o n ' t  know o f  d o g s .  T h o u g h  t h e r e ' s  a wo r d  " d o g " ,  i t ' s

p r o b a b l y  n o t  R u s s i a n .  T h e r e  i s  a w o r d  f o r  d o g ,  b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h a t —  T h e r e  w e r e  no c a t s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  1 he o n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h e y  

c o u l d  h a v e  d o m e s t i c a t e d  w o u l d  be a t h e  s q u i r r e l  o r  a f o x  [ l a u g h s ] .  

B u t  w h o ' d  want  t o  d o m e s t i c a t e  t h e m ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  w a n t e d  i t  f u r  a 

p e t .  I t  h a s  n o ,  y o u  know— y o u  c o u l d n ' t  t r a i n  i t  t o  do a n y  w o r k .

S t u d e n t :  I n  a b o ok  I was r e a d i n g  [ i n a u d i b l e !  o r  a n i m a l s  t o  l e a r n

t h e i r  way and h a b i t a t  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

AS:  I ' m  s u r e  t h e y  t o o k  s e a l  p u p s  a n d ,  y o u  know,  t o o k  t h e m home.

Yo u  know,  u s e d  t hem a s  p e t s  u n t i l  t h e y  g r e w  t o  b i g  t o  be o f  a n y —  

I ' m  g e t t i n g  t i r e d .  I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  y o u  g u y s .  W e ' l l  t a k e  a t e n

m i n u t e  b r e a k .

S i d e  T w o :

[ b  I ank II


