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Side ones

Al fred Stepetin [ABI: «w e BUbjects you are interssted in and would
like me to talk on. flause there is no textbook, as such, on what
I’'m teaching you. But, if we do this righty, and do it proper |y,
there will be some kind of a book for the next classes. A new
person, maybe, they’ll use the old text to say this is what they
clid. I might make mistakes, but pardon me, you know? Okay.

Today I was thinking, I'm going to talk about the war yvears
firat, I'm going to do this every class. To talk a few minutes on
some subject in the Aleut life. And in these, I'11 bring up the
elders, which are-—that’s what ['m supposed to do. But I'm going
to talk about the war years, the effect on the elders, and the
people in general. On Dutch Harbor, in the Aleutians, was bombed
on June 3rd, 1942 by the Japanese. And dmmediately there was talk
about evacuating the Aleuts, because a few days later the Japanese
had invaded Attu and had taken the twenty—-sixw people living in Attu
as prisoners.  And the federal government felt that this could
happen to the other villages. 8o there was immediate talk about
evacuation.

It didn’t happen overnight. But it happened faster than we
hoped it would., So on July 12, of 42--1'm talking about the
Unalaska group where I was evacuated from the village with two days
notice., And they saidy, "Take only one suitcase of clothes or

whatever. Later we found out-—everything was done so secretly, we
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didn’t know what was going on in the other villages. We-—I had a
sister living in Nikolski. I didn’t know what she was going to doy
where she was going to go.  And I had relatives in SBaint Faul, same
thing. I didn't where they were goingy where they were. They were
wondering where we were going to be. We didn’t even know where we
were going.  Andy to tell you how that affected the older peoples
We were put on oa boat, and we left the docock, and we were pass-——as
you went out the harbor, you passed the church. And all the elders
knelt down and prayed. They prayed to the church, "Will I ever see
vy again®'  You kBnow. It was hard. And on mey even though I was
a kid. Flause we didn’t know where we were going, we didn’t know
where we would end up, or if we'd ever come baock. Beoauss there
was no information given to us. In fact, two weeks later; when we
arrvived in Wrangell, Alaska, we still didn’t know where we were
guing and where we were going bo sventually live. This evacuabion
affected eight villages in the Aleutians: Unalaska, Nikolski,
Akutan, Eushiga, Makushin, &tka, SBaint Faul, and Saint Beorge. The
Unalaska group was placed in a fishing campy at a place called
Burnett Inlet. The Mikolski, akutany Chernofski, and Makushin
group was put into--REoosevelt had something going there, some kind
of men that worked for the government, and they had buillt a camp
outside of Hetochikan, and these-—Nikolski, askutan, Chernofski,
Makushin—-were placed in that camp. Atka was placed at a fishing

camp cal led Eillesnoo., Saint George and Saint Faul were taken to

Funter Bay and placed in--there was two canneries in Funter Bay and
one was placed-—Saint Faul was placed in one camp and Saint George

in the obther. But this is-—this was the way things were. The
federal government——we became wards of the federal government. We
had no more say whabt-—we weren’t free anymore to do as we pleased.

We became wards of the federal government.




We reached Wrangel!l on August 12, 1942, And then we were
transferred to the evacuation camps on August 25. Camp consisted
of-—my campy, the one I was in-——consisted of nine houses. They were
two bedroom, wood frame houses.  The one bunkhouse with eleven
rooms. Later on, much latery, a year later I think, they added four
moy e houses. Built fouwr more houses. In these nine houses and
eleven rooms, they had to place 180 people. There was, of CoursSe,
o school, no churchy no hospitaly, o not even a clinic.  There was
no running watery no electricity. Al houses had just wood stoves.
And the federal government gave us food, bubt it was rationed to us.
I used to look forward to Tuesday because that was apple and ovange
day [laughsl. There was something to ook forward to.  Every
Tuesday you got your apple and oranges. Bub they would have sugar
and flour day, and then fresh meat day. We had a-—-they had a
schedtl e we went by. If you didn’t go at a given time, you just
didn’t get your meat or food that week.  And on the wood stove, we
were used to going on the beaches and picking up driftwood and
cutting it and chopping it and using it. Of course, driftwood is
aged so0 it burns easy. Al we saw was btrees. I mean,; we never saw
them before, and they were just huge around there. And the people
started cutting them and using them to heat their house. and green
wood will not burn as hot as aged wood. B8o they learned to go oub
therey; picking wood as they did at home.

As I saidy there was no clinic in the camp, and the nearest
hospital was sighty miles away and was a two howr boat ride.  SBoe-
aridd we had-—the only closest thing to a dooctor was the sohool
teacher’s wife. and all the medical supplies I saw in her house
was a first aid kit, so if you got sick you just didn’t go running
to her. But like the old Aleuts, they have theilr own Aleut
remedies they would use to help themselves., But if a person got
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real ly bad, they would-—and there was no communication, there was
no radio or telephone or anything to the outside. BSo if something
happened, we had to wait for a boat to come by or something, to geb
the people out. And there was a-—from the bay we were iny there
was a point. We got some people from the Wrangell newspaper to
tell people to watoch the pointy that if there’s a fire burning on
the point, that there’s an emergency at the camp. 8o they would
transfer them Limnaudiblel. Iy being a teenager, I had the
fortunate chance of leaving the camp and going to a vooational
gohool in Wranges! 1. And all teenagers-—not necessarily teenagers-—
from grade eight thrmugh twelvey, the students were taken to
Wrangel ! Institute to go to school. And this meant you left in
September and you didn’t come home until May. There was noy, like [
says, no medical help so--as most Native villages have. There
weren’t that many babies born, but the ones that were born were
helped in bivth by a midwife. An epidemic broke out of boils

becausse of the water change. I think it was the water change or

something in the water that affected the peaple. Everybody gotb
boils. And then influenza-—1 mean, impetigo. Which affected your
face. Lice became a problem. It was because of crowding of the

pecple. I’m not saying that the Aleuts never had lice, but a few
must have had becadse 1t ran all over the camp. Everybody had
lice. To decrease the lice population, almost everybody had to getb
a haircut down to the scaip. And the ones that didn’t had to use
kerosene to kill the bugs. You never smoked around people then!
[laughsl There was dental care from Wrangell that the boat brought
overy, a dentist. But knowing he wouldn't be back for a years he
just made a--—I don’t know if he was getting paid by the tooth or
what,; but he was pulling teeth that could have been saved. And
then the doctor came and hey, this dooctor must have money coming for
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E pul ling tonsils, but he pulled everybody’s tonsils [laughsl.

And the Aleut way of fishing was not available to us.  And we
were not al lowed to take our fishing gear, or many were not allowed
E to take their rifles and such. 5o they gobt nets for the fishermen
to catoch fish., But they never-——the beaches were different.
Unalaska beaches are gravel beaches where you can pull up a net

real easy. But these beaches were rocky beaches, so fishing beach

netting was not possible in the bay we were living on. 5o om
the men just went gill netting. Hunbting-—for what did you hunt?
There was nothing to hunt but bears. We hardly ever saw seals in
the area. The only berries the women could pick were high bush
blueberries and cranberries. Bubt thers againy, they all were wormy.
You had to olean them out before you used them. So-—bubt the older
people, it was hard for them because they were accustomed to thelr
owrt housey their own villagey, and to be placed in a place so far
away from home, with no means of making a living or anybthing was

hard on the old people.  And T was telling one of the students

vesbterday, it affected the students-——1 mean the toddlers, "oCause
the ones that were toddiers are now the ones that are the leaders
i oour communities. And they feel they grew up in this period when
they were coming out--1 mean when they were beginning to see and tTo
urider stand the hardship they lived., And it affected them
peychological ly, 1 believe. I'm not saying my group, "ocause [fm
another generation. This generation below mey the next genevation,
which was affected the most. I7m not saying this is a total

Cinaudiblel, but those Nabtives were affected more by drinking, you

Erow, and it became that they--psychologically it affected
everybody, the people; the young especially "cause they didn’t have
a rnovmal ohildhood 11 fe. Plausey, like I say, when the war was-——

when we returned back from the campy, it took them another three or
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four years to even come back to normal, what they knew as normal
hafore the wary, and like some of them never able-—came out of it.
They just-—-they were given wood frame houses called "Army Cabanas"
arid saidy, "Herey, this is the house that you lost. We're rveplacing
it for you."  And they gave them fouwr walls, two windows, and a
dimov. Saidy "Here, this is the house. We've replacing youwr home.
And they had to from scratch build the home from this one little
cabana. It was a hardship on everybody. In this periocd, these
yvoungy freed teenagers were affected and, like I said, it is rnow

that same group that are problems in the village. I think it’s

because of-- psychological ly they feel neglected. O felt
neglected.  And then the old people, I'm back to them, they said,

"I want to go home." They wanted to go home. They said, "I don’t
warth bt die here. I don’t want to die here." Fortunatelys my
village, my village group, we lost only three elders. Where in the
obher village camps they lost much more.  But why we lost so few is
we had only a few elders. I can always remember the last old woman
that was dying. There was talk of returning home.  She said, "I'm
going to hang on. D' going to go home. " But she had--she sald,

"But if I diey don't bury me here. Take me home. She had died,
so bthey built a coffin, a dﬁuble coffing for her and packed it wp.
And they took her body home. But it was the idea that they didn’t
want to be left alone when everybody else went back. And the obther

cres died in the city, like Wrangell, and they werse buried in a

proper graveyard., oy oany gquestions™

Lydia Black [LEBEIl: I have a few guestions Dinauwdiblel. Y1 read
them and if you have additional guestions Dinaudiblel. After World
War IT Cinaudiblel how did they put their lives back together
without help from the government? Al fred mentioned that they

didn®t get any aid. I wonder 11 now the Aleut people ars besing
&




helped by anybody. By government Dirnaudibleld.

Al In the first part of the question, I just mentioned what the
federal government did. They replaced-—1 mean, they gave homes,
these wooden cabanas, to each. But if you had a large cabana-—I
mean a large familyy, you gobt two cabanas. Which was only rvight,
that you would need two cabanas. And the two cabanas couwld fit
easily into this ¥ And still have voom left over, so they
weren’t that big a building. And they-—there was alwaysy, before
the war and everything, [ was talking about chiefs and theilr
responsibilities, there was always what yvouw called a village
council that took care of the problems of the village. and these,

wiottl o

evern during sevacouabiony, they kept it going. The Bl& agent
not like this idea. They’d say, "Hey, you guys don®t have meelbings
like this." Linaudibledy so they didn®t allow to have meetings.
But they’d still have their little secret meebtings in the houses.
That guys, you can’t call him chief anymore because he wasn't a
chiefy, he’d go and complain to BIA and say, heyy, we need this or we
need that. Try to bring up the problems to BIA.  and when they got
Mome again, after the government gave them these cabanas to fix
into a homey, they pretty much left and said, "Okay, we gave you
what you need so welre leaving.” There was no money compensabtion
given to them for the lose of everybthing during the war. Like
their furniture and their artifacts, or whatever. There was none.
But T guess you've heard, recently, that there is a bill in

Congress that they're going to compensate the Aleuts, tThe evatuess.

Lomg due.

LE:  Not passed vetb.

A5:  Yeahy, not passed, but it’s prebby much. February 8th, keep my
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sars open [laughsl.

Student: Were there people that resisted internship? and 1 they

did, what was the reaction to that?

AG:  There was, I would say, within my group, the Unalaska group,
there was a couple of people who really complained and complained,
and finally the BIA agent saidy, "I'm not going to take this from
Yiolla If you don’t want to be here, you know, leave!" They didn®t
actually throw him out, but he gave him that. Where we didn’t have
a chance to get out of the village, out of the camp, he gave him
the authority. "Yen can leave, " you know. S0 he left. They left.
Twe bhrothers. So it was-—it wasn’t an eviction, but he gave them
that chance, if they wanted to leave, to go ahead. And these two
brothers, they felt they had enough of it, so they left. But they

were young and able to get employment, and work, and take care of

t
i

themselves. They weren’t, you know--the older people where they
would have to be aided by some-—or the young people. So ite--they

knew what they were getting into when they started complaining.

Student: Were you ever [inaudiblel by the BIA while you were

Therae™ Cinaudiblel

Al You see, Unalaska-—8Saint FPaul and Saint George were under Fi
and Wildlife. Nikalski, atka, Makushin, Akutan, all had EIA
schools.,  Or territorial, actually. They had terrvitorial schools.

But Unal:

kay, even from way back, being a city, their school system
was a oity school system [laughsl. Anyway, so the Unalaska group
never felt they were accountable to anybody for their actions at
home or in the village. And then when we got to Burnett, and these
people that evacuated wus sayy, "Here, here’s Mr. and Mrs. Long.

They're going to be yvour caretakers, now. Arnd at that moment, we




became wards of the federal government. And we had no more say in
what we could do or what we wanted to do. We just did what they
wanted us to do.  We became wards of the government. They took
care of us the best they could. They said Dinauwdiblel could have
done a lobt better. But they provided us with health aid and
clothes Dinauwdiblel. But we wouldn®t have been ocold o hungry or
sick if they hadn’t moved usy, so it was their rvesponsibility to
take care of us. Bubt, I'm saying this is the Unalaska group. They
weren’t dependent on any form of federal government fo-—they had no
form of government to go to as a group in Unalaska. They were just
members of the city. They had no BIA teachers to go to, or-——the
orly one they actually go to and complain to in the village would
be the priest or something. So they were sel f-governing until this
time they were put under-—as wards of the government. And it
affected them very much. 'Cause they never had to be-—they never
had to go ask somebody, "Can T ogo, " you know. And it was havd
because, just to go out of ftown, just to go fishing, you'd sign up
for a skiffy, like when you'rve in college and you want to play ping-—
porngy you want to use a ping-pong paddley, youw sign oup for it It?s
just like this, like if you sign up you can have it. Luckily, the
men were distributed vifles. They had theiv-—but they only had

three dori

and they’d have to sign up for the dories so that they
cowld go hunting.  Bubt it was things like this that they never had

to o do before that affected them a lot.

I = - Thare were several guestions. Did the Aleut people recelve
any compensation for how they were treated during relocation?  So

wa! 1 just pass ony that has been answered.

There was, several years back during the-—when we were studying

the World War I evacuations and compensations and stuff, there




sevel by Fresident

happened to be some money they had given.

igned so much money to be given to the Aleubs for

Roosevel b had as
coompensat Lon. Fior their evacuabion. And it was only &0, 000
dol lars, you know.  So what-—they give $12.50 to sach person and

sayy "Here, youw're compensated.” [inaudiblel

Students T would wonder if someone ocouwld elaborate on what that

compensation curvently is Linaudiblel.

LE: Al fred? Do you want Dinaudiblel.

A You could. ..

LEs Cinaudiblel a United State’s commissioner Linawdiblel
investigated [inaudiblel the Aleut people. The Aleubs were
included because they managed to locate documents about vl ooaltion
in the Aleut archives. Fart of them were destroyed by the BIA;
part of them survived. and the Aleut corporation engaged a
Washington firm Cinaudiblel and to Cinaudiblel and to put
togethery, and the Aleuts were included in the proceedings of the
Coomml 58100 . The commission finished its report in 82 and
vecommended redompense. Individual recompense to survivors and
recompense to the communities, establishing a fund for a cultural
center [inaudiblel. Senators Stevens and Murkowski have been
warking towards implementation of that recommendation ever N D
Just before the last presidential election, majority leader and
committee chairman, James [inaudiblel stopped the Alesut

1y

i

compensation because Aleut communities were saying in th

petition [inaudiblelrebuild the churches. I noted, and Al fred

saying to you, that the church is the center of existence, so

Aleuts [inaudiblel are not stressing, "Give me for my own personal

They're stressing compensation for the community and the
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destruction of community life. and one of the things was, "Febulld

oy ohurohes.

The Atka people were especially adamant about 1t.
They want theiv church rebullt with proper icons and bellis.  The
churoch was burned to the ground when the United States Navy-—-—

ancient bells that were brought over from Russia, so on and so

foorbhye Dol

sy choouments, everyibhing went up in flames. A the
doctrine of separation of chuwroh and state is invalved., So they
can't offer compensation for rebuillding the church.  When I was
called on this guestion, I nearly went through the roof, because
whio destroyed them in the firvst place! Where was the separation of
the church and state then? Bubt it had-—it is in the pipeline now.
A I othink it cleared the commission, and I believe it is coming
to the Congress floor shortly. We expect it in February. No
compensation has been granted yvelb. And if you have any welght with
the powers that be, 1if you are from other stabtes, write your

congressman to support the compensation for the &leut people.

Students Sooalso very feasible just to send a public rvice

announcement; which is just a local telephons call in support and

they will be listened to.

LE: The Alas sional delegation works for the

compensation.  However, we have only one congressman in the House.

Dionowowr want bo add anything to 1687

e Cimavdible]. Tt btook many years. ..

LEs Cinaudiblel have been published,

AGe I was very——1 was fortunate. I was one of the ones when the

Aleutian/Pribilaf Islands first came into the picture and sald,

"Okay letfs get this World War IT bill," I was very first to be

chosen as the divector of the World War 11 project,
11




called. S I otook a group of television people to the villages To

views of

interview the older people that were intermned and to
the village., What was and how it was, and how it is now.  There

wag--1 don’t know if you've seen it It was on television, Ho 1

went bto every village on the changing, when these mov

television peopley o make up the doocumentary.

LE: There's one move gquestion pertaining to the war compensation.
Did the Aleut people, when they were relocated to Wrangel!l, suffer

from nutrition problems because of the drastic food changes?

A Yes. Like I was saying, the people came out with boils and
impetigo and such. I think most of this was because of the food
change. Their bodies weren't resistant Dinawdiblel. dut I odon't
think the food, as in malnubtrition as such-—because they did
provide us with food and it was edibie.  Not as much as we normally
were used to having, but they made sure we didn’t go hungry. They

waere giving ws food that we hadn’t saten before.

LB Any obther gquestions? Dinaudiblel

Student: I think you'd said that the Japanese capbtured twent

pecple? Were those Aleubs?

A Yem, bhey were Atkans--ubhy Atbuans.

Student: What happened to them?

Al They were taken to Japan and put in concentration camps wnbil

the end of the war. And then, after the war, at the sigrning of the

28 o S

eriding of the war, the federal government brought them be

they’re back. Bub rnobt all of them, you know. Some of them died.

Veary few cams baok. But we complained, yvou know. They were pubt in




these camps. They had lots more to complain about. But

to complain to the Japanese government not the federal Claughsl.

LE: But the Attuans [inaudiblel; they were given a choice to
gither [inaudiblel. And a few live in Atka, some live 1n

Anchoragey, a majority [inaudiblel.

Student: Why weren’t they given Dinaudiblel?

LE: We don't have a map. Attu is the westernmost island between
the boundaries of the United States, way out, a thousand miles

t i o

across bThe sea. Ard the guestion of supplies and oommurndo:

Linaudiblel.

A5 Mot only that, Attu isy with Shemya [inaudiblel-—Shemya

another island close to [inauwdiblel are military oubpos
krow. & ot of secret stuff going out there that they don’t want
to know abowt. You knows they don®t want a bunch of Aleuts out
there. They pretty much, they know we, "We’ll provide you a house
if you'll move." Not only did they do that with the Atkans, but
the small, local groups that were evacuated to Wrangsl | -—-or,
Fetochikan., FKetochikan was a group that really got affected by it.
When they came back, Nikolski was still a villagey, a livable

village. Akutan was still a livable village. Makushin and Fushiga

wer e Deyonod repaiv. They were gone. They were really mad;s
they--BI’'s had gone in there and ransacked thelr houses. L.eft the
doors open, broke windows, and stuff. Bo there was nothing

rernment

o save in Eushiga or Makushin., éand the federal g
e

chesked on this before they brought the people back. S0 they gave

back to your

Makushin people-—"You have a choloe, you Can
village and start from scratch or you can move to any of the ol ey

e 1

villages we have. Some of them chose to iy

in Akubtan, some

13




live in Unalaska. Fushiga, the same thing, they

s e

a ohoilce. Go bhack and start from scratoch or live in the other

villages. aAnd most of Hushiga decided to live in Unalashka.

“lia WA

Al though there was another villags, Borka. B
Unal aska. They had a cholce, "Do you want to go back to your

" And

village, start from scrataoh. Ov live in other village

ca Al eut

Borka decided they would live in Unalaska. Bo the Unals

group grew movre. There was more population of Aleuwts in Unala

decided

at the end of the war. Because, you see, obher villages

they wouldn’t go back., A couple of brothers in Fushiga decided

they'd go back, but on their own. They weren’t
government for help. They went back on their own and from theilr

wayy journey in the Fribilofsy, they bought supplies and built their
oW homes and repaired what they could from the chuwraoh. This was a

most [inaudiblel. Like [ sayy, the church was the main thing in

their village. And they were worri They didn®t want the churah

]

o

Lo o down. o they went back and they tried to vepair the churah

best they couwld.  And the ones abt Fushiga did this. Makushin

decided, "Noy, owr church is beyond vepair.  We have nothing we

sy arbticl

dioy about it."  HBo they decided, "0Okay, we'll take whats

are left there and move 1t to Unalaska." 5o they took 1t and moved
it Same with Borka. Their group moved it to Borka.  There was
ancobther village, Chernofski, they moved to Unalashka. And FEushiga

moved Tyom

moved to Unal aska. o Unalaska has many church articles

clidntt

the other churches. Fushiga was the last one, because bhey
move their things wuntil way back, jusbt in about *37. They hung .

They were hoping the people would come back. But those bwo old

brothers, they weren®t going to give up for nothing. Until they

finally died out. And when they died, the Hushigans in Unalsa

went o Fushiga and brought theilr things back to Unalaska

1




iy and

there things like Hushiga, Chernod

g

i Yiou knows nobhiing! TF

rrer o b g

villag

b bthe-—th

back toy no chwrokh o go back to. It was a

minuts break By omdonud

iy - g L
Side bwos

Al «» = DL Iy construction people, 1t

The military didn®t come in to Dutoch Harbor

military thems

pretty well

until after Fearl Harbor. Ard theiy oconstbruction

completed by then. And when Fear! Harbor happened, they jus

thie Avmy 1.

W s s a8 pey se gedd P
vemalned e

uclents  And then when you returned,

&5 They rvemained there until, the big group--youw know, when bthe

| esaives

Army leaves, they don’t ju

gpuard. The main group left by 14

vy had men s sing thers to guar

years bthe

wWer e 1rnves| s

waere there for, I%d say about ten yvears-—that

the village.

LB There is a guestion from the Floor.

G o

Student: Do oyouw have any recol |

gl

Army™  Or not

CTaugh

wdiblel the




AS: I7m

sing Al eut

ot a singer.  That's one thing I never

songsy but HP'm onot & singer of the Aleut music. I kEnow a fey

the game

therm. I

Lkte Yl

there ar

A Ok!
wWeren’

wer e Try
Marmy of

mern oidn
Anc they
yaaky o
eligible
irvo ] ved
gt back
they did

for draf

Student:

is bthis

ENE Py

ClTaughs]

the churah

Then the

cul tural

)

love Tou ..

mid suncer s d the guestion, I think. He was asking

@ any recollections of Aleubts voluntesring for the

songs. ['moa dancer, and a dancer should sing his

LW

il

that we sing when youlrve playing games. I kEnow

)
L

MY «

Moy T owas telling this to hery yesterday. The Aleuts

guing to volunteer for anything, youw know Diaughs1!

ing to gebt away from it!  But, they were drafted, you

our young men--during this period of evacwatbtion, our

¢

't get involved on the evaouabtion

They
15 gt g
FOFTW

Yo

cause bhey were drafbed.

wer e drafited tmmediatelyy right after World Wayr-—- I mear

rigd War 11 started in Decemb

to get out in the Army wsre gone. S0 they weren®t

i the evacuabion. Ao we ne

cw By Junes, bthe men who

W

saw them again until we

. They weren®t involved in the evacuabion at all. Bk

nth o voluntesry; they were drafted. A they were sligible

:

With this money that youw ve going to be

going to be used to try bo revive the Alewt culfure o

it?s going o be used to to Hawailil or smething!

Moy itfs to be used for fthe fivst purpose

re was talk about cultural cente

centersy, but reorveabtional o Che communi by .

Sy Yol krow. Mot so

Wity

vy and

sy el i ng

repairing the churchesy; which is the main thing.

mitio by

el




Lhen I'm suwre they®ll set up & scholarvship fund, you knowe  And

oo e

I'm suwre they' D put a lobt of it into hiving people to ge

information on cultuwre and anguage and stuff like that.

Student: Bub it wouldn't be enough to totally revive the aAleut

culbure™

A I thinke-—per dead, you

sral Ty I fesl tThe Aleub cultur

Ernow?  We can’t revive it, in any way could we bring it back like

it o used bto be. We can only vevive, bring it back, in tapes, in
videos.,  You knowy, where--—as much as we can gather. bnd like
i 5

Lydia, she's with aleut arts. Yo knows  that part of the Aleut

n't for hery there wouldn’t be

culturey, the arts. And if
nothing on Alewt art. Bub she's gobt this book out, and she’s doing
Pt of more work on the Aleut arts and anthropology.  That part of

GRbes Okayy then we have a dear friend acro the hall o

=it and talk Aleut

Michae! Frauss, he’s |anguage. T oocould almost

with him 1f I had to. Hefs that much interested in the &leut

language. In my Tree time, ['m going over and work on ta

with hinm. T ocould do this, you kEnow, bub there’s hardly anybody

fol lTowing me that will be able to do this. S50 wse have bo put 4t

all on taps, yvou knows and 1 anybody is interesteds, they will ha

to learn it from bape. Like these--any Alsut gathering

aty, you Dinawdiblel on the Aleutb

they'vre going to do &leut danoe

o

tape. We all make suwre there's a video there, o that it's being

put on btape. Buty as a culture, I don®t think the &leubts will
get back to thelr own old Aleul customs. IT they doy it* 1] be &

mi v ac e,

LE: Bubt I think the money oould be

that will help to pr

icdentity.




AS: Ande--I

werae in bthe

Students

il

Py N I

churoh i
gy ound. I

George’ s ar
pretty much
her yesterd

Unal aska-—1

This is lUnala

this way.

this is the
sayy "I'm g
This is bthe
enoughy  whe
going oown
yiou always
"I ogeing

e

SAY
going dowr.

Fond

dowi . S o theny, it's on flat |and. But most vills

Frow they®re

1

hal lway talking about that. But anyways

——Jrnalaska is on a flat

mearty it'e not up on
@ up omoa hill.

oy bhe Tlatb. Albla i

AY I was talking today or

Ymogoing to sketoh a

th

Mhis is a creek here

oz b The docks are

oing downtown, " we me

village., The churoh

noyow says "I17m ogoing
to the dook, " though
SAYy
down to church." I d

MITy

was going to say something and it slipped my mind., We

Athka’™s 1s up on o a hill.

"IT’m going up to

mogoding down to o churoh.s " But I noticed it

¢ anything

ITs the church located on a

t?’s on a flat area on——welly mine

L The Unal

area and owr church is down on the

Lo . Saint Fawl’s and Saint

Alkutan is

s up on oa hill., Buty I

vesterday. We have in
vough sketoh here Dinawdiblel.

at. Angd this is bthe

GO s WP
ging wup bhere Dinaudiblel.  And

diowry, okay?  The store ig-——when we
F

an we're going tion.

is located here.  But strangely

down o the store, " ory "I'm

youwre going the same divection,

churak.

Claughs1  You

ot know whyy but

i/v‘}‘l P o R _! v i

Mow come they're going to go up to church?  You go

situated, where the

Maybe to stand out bebter.

Students

Cimaudiblel

there any interact

o They were |ocabed

churockh i

e au o f

sooended up onoa hill.

ion with the loocal Tlingit or Haida

-

pretty far
L&

AWEAY .




AB:  Yeah; there was no intermingling of Tlingits and Al eut

Welly, the few &leuts that went out bo

thka to help the Fussian:

got slaughtered before they got ashore. That's

gt ! Claughsl But, now like any other—-—bring the church back in,

I oocould go to Sitka and sing the same songs the Tlingits sing in

church. The church always gets there [laughsl. Anybody else?

Student: Linaudiblel of elders, a long time ago, used to olaim

e i World War

that they could foretell the future. Was happening

IT foretold by the elders?

A Years back, before waoulld say back in the 30%s, I

-

"Th

hear old men and women talking and they’d say, i

ging bto be

a war."  You know.,  Bub they never meant with who-- el with whoo

They felt there was a war coming. But I think, through their

tovyy there was a war somewhere all along. There was alwavs a
o

WA . I meany, even in our sooie

Y we'll spend so many years in

P

teand then we’ll have a war, you know. Tt

avtomatical ly. and I think all this popul ation

you have to kRill them off, you know Dlaughsl. No, I didn®t meant

this,

it like that! Society in itself suboconsciously do

their more or |ess

hungry people. And therse was something

here.  Oh! When you mentioned predictions. I was unacley v

his soul, Matfay, he was an old man, but he wi

yesterday that the elders taught their young ones to hunt

to obhserve weather. My uncle was a weather observer and we

wpt oW . Downtown was the Alaska communications office and the G

who van the signal corps went down the o riing b gilve

weather to the fishermen, which came on off the teletype. But on

his way down, he’d stop at my uncle’s and say, "Well, Matfa

13




what's going to happen today?" My wicle would tell him the Wil

was going to come oub of the wes

ty "We'll have rain this

afternoon.”  Ory "Tell your wife nobt to wash olaoth today.

go down and give

the weather rveports that

then he’d, "But Matfay said..." Claughsl and give
had people who studied the weather.

I still wonder why they didn®t eat crab!

atse Lt was believed that

had fed on the corpses of

those who had drowned and whose bodies were nobt recovered.

Way e canmnibals.

Such a delicious food to Dlawghsd. ..

Student: Did youwr uwuncle help you learn how to read the weath

A Moy Ifm oome of bthose &leubts that wasn®™t interested in the

I

beginning, you kEnow, when I was young. I==in fact, like I

didn’t get home until T was twenby-five. And by then I didn®t

ty but I didn®t

sl A e

understand Aleult or speak &leutb. I under

TLk But through necessity I learned it Bleoauses my unole

e b ome in Aleut. I wanted to know whalt he was

=AWl SAY LN . I

wanted bo talk back Lo him. And T Tived with my aunt and

ation, I learned 1t. Thye

f:'.'} ey it e 1 avaryvelay oonv
LR B S W S P o 10K L7 & e yuday JL v

i o

sayy  Cheey, I forgot Aleub. T*ve been gone for so longs 1

forgot Aleut.”  ITt's the person. If youw want to learn 1ty youlre

gorimg bo learn ity and I odid. I fact...

b ion there.

Student: Could you speak some

el

e P

yoor something? Iwve never




AS: You never heard the language before. Dkays le

could tell yous  What can T tell It

af a short Aleutb

{

Cinaudiblel [laughs.

Cinaudiblel. Dkay, this i short

shory.

make 1t shorter than it actually is. Aot bwo bro

1 I think.

Al eut That's just three sl e
J

i

¥

and it's such a nice story, I hate fto cwub it short

that the Aleut It that.

| i ke &

smoatiicl e

| arnguiag

St :

When

udent were a ohillds

i

wribing--wers things--things in writing in the

i the bible for the churach HWhat kind

thevre™ T it ltike LDinaudiblel. ..

Sy and bthen

Fussian alphabet,

e

x‘é‘l I

the

thisy suts had tw

was btel ling youw about

that had the caps it. S they-—-the Ru

pet g}

capped letbers

A
]

the

1

Students Aye some of leut Dinaudibleld they so

Fussian™

At AR laf e

Mhave borrowed words., Mave word thalt we

the Fussians so a ot of ow Aleut words, when you

=

say  them-—and even S (1D Wi oy BEut

Y Bl

e

wored [ike That®*s €

But

MAhha

briow.

"chaiu'y

orkada! o, Tasat, the Fussians brought th

them

this is "chaiu"y so thats where 1t came from.

TV om

[
Ll

LEz ared the R Wy o

e

Fussians bory owed the

SR Clauwghsl S0 there’s a lotb omebocdy W s b

what 1

trying to think

Ioyow about

T?SY %
LY

i

i g

ther

Lospeaks
g

S
1S

Faugh BEut

Nde o s

11

T

[ .5 %

A 2 i . i Al e
Aleut angua

of alphabet

the Aleuts, 1

o gls and x's
it and they’re
wnd i ke

Fresay

i ¥

[

e btea and told

i

ing me




I noticed, okay, are the Aleuts closely related to any obher

I"m not an

Alaskan Mative group. I dont know beoaus

anthropologist or something like that, but linguistically, we are

~-what?s her name?

related or cousinsg to the E

LB Tvrere.,

here in Native Languages,

At Ivens Reed. I ook a summer

and Irene was one of my instructors. S owas Michae! Frauss

put up am Eskimo wordy, and she told us Aleuts what that word me
I forget what word it was and how it went. and then she sald,

"Wowy I'm going to take this word, I'm going to change a couple

faetter ity and it become an Aleut word."  And sure enough,

s and it be

aalvie

she just changed the sounds of different syllable

armt Al eut word. o throuwgh this they know they are related

languages. Yol knows theyfrve nobt foreign other.

one spoken anguage. E

smewhere, way back, there must have b

by separation and Dinaudiblel they changed.

Student: Can you talk a little bit about the origins of the Aleutb

people? Where did they come from? When?

A This is cute! There®s someone smarter to talk about it than

me Llaughsl.

Student: You mean anthropological ovigins Dinaudiblel Alesut

think w the origin of

Cinaudiblel. What do the anthropologl

the Aleut people? What do the Aleudb people think the origin we

3 Do oyouw think you could answer them™ I have a legend. ..

Mheve is

LE:  Anthropologil are fighting about them——prol

an archaeological site on the island of Unangula Lsp.?ly in the

Nickorski Dsp.?] Harbor on that island.  The dates, oby maybe nine




thousand years. Buty

you S

find tools, you don't

oy

there were people in the sastern

- L

nine thousand years ago.  Who tho

Were they the divect ancestors of b

beliseves they werey, but I think he’

think that there was a great big

the Unangula Dsp. ™l a base and t

ik

pup—
SASD

documented archaeological continuit

they are arguing this, and 1t is a

civoles to the point

basical lyy, it's a larger guestion

There is no gquestion that they are

curvent wisdom is

and that the aresa where Buropeans

tion o silx That?s all

thousand years.

controve

and exact dabting is very

&5 Cinmaudibleal.

"
Ja

o

LE: Mowy acocording to Father Veni

fegends one hundeed and

they came into the islands from th

say they spilled into the archipel

about it

] & themn there's

4]

the

two sea obters

Claughsl..e.

L Arid then theve's the heilght

LR -t Dul s

the

about the helght of

I SIS
zy they

krow who the people were who

ap

that people don’t

cof bhe

that they ocoupied portions of

Fontargd

» &5
]

ML oYy

=

fifty vears
2

A

a stbory about

'} +

e only bools. Do 1T you

subian isiands who used btools

don?®t know.

L

Wy 4

& |

41 el

e o F Laugh b in

Fre

ot of people

A
!

z bthe only one.

bebtween the people who used

=Lt | ement that there is v

b

el

Al euts

y Lo the modern

in

bt

VET Y g f

b brey .

@l eut

fan]

EAWE:

and the

asiabic mongodold

the new continent

themy, within the | foaudr

The t proce

Cinaudiblel.

ialy in an archaeclogical sense.

who recovded Al eub

agoy the Aleuts

weat, though the arch

that’s

from the sast. A

how they actually came when

talk

Yoo o @&

the wvioloans




At T don®t know that. IT'm ot v

LIt When the Makushin voloano beocams the

AS:  There are so many things that Dr. Black knows about and
tedd me about, that I couwld sit here and vead 17 1 Mrad to

Cinaudiblel all the information. And we're
lot of the material that we can go back to

Fad on

erverd what

different-—the Fussians and-—they

Aleut. Most--linguistically, religiously, and, you Know, s

available touw..

matk

very fortunate that there

kind of b

Student s I have a few ogu

bt bhe U.B

f an Orthodoxs Churoh. When Fussia sold A

that were abt the Aleutian

happened to the pries

M They remained. They remained...

Student: They remained?

it was a government that was

17t the church. The church still existed as a churah

A1 awska

The government was selling the land and the right

landy, but they weren't selling the chuwrch.  The chuwroh still

ER RN o T

udent

ahaved op™
SUayed G

Pt Yeaaky the church in BEus

e by

kriow. They still were paid compensation from the church in

LE: At the time of the sale, the majority of the aAlas

were Al askan Natives.

Students Oy they were by th

Didd thes

®

b

e

i with the

.y what

Y 2= u u

theilr | anc




whio byought

L Es O ves. Yes., I ment ioned thatb

rEhodoxy to the Yup'ik w an Aleut from Atka.

ed about iss

Student: Well, something else that I sort o f wonole

—the last twenty or thirty

likey have the Alew

4

Been tryving to do ressarch or ook back inta thedr culture, have
h 4 =

ey Fussia any®™ Or is any of that kind of exochang ol K
b b/

AAAAAAA

That wou’y gering b dio

A% Well, like much of anything el

clone Lt the |

with R

iay you couldn®t

thalt was bthe wor

weren't letting anybody into anywhere. Within the

et opening up a little
0Ly

cmo bhiings he

ike ouwr church has been al

ia and to communicate with their churoh o

suldn?t have possible done thi

mings being made for us to

to use. And like with her; just

mey but I 11 have her mention ity

shange they’re having.

LE:  Smithsonian Institution is v art exhibit

artifacts, most of it Tlingit and Aleut, for the first time on |

from the Soviet Union to the United &

in the fall of this and will be open in shington; on tour L

i the United Stat to o Anc ko Wi

. It will come

Parge oitbi

time that

years from the opening. This is the

e e
T

an artifacts from the i

for a visit.

£

there’s that little opening




could, possibly in the future, g

P O - [ RPN o
ems ike they have a ot ot

Students Yoaalty

information, maybe.

Well, thanks to writers before the revolution that they h

L
un

*y

lot of material they had compiled that was availlable to some of our

study people. Like a lot of the work e oworks with are Russian.

Wiy

[y

They're by the author, not by, I mean, ju

Students I was just wonderings whan the me wp on the

Aleutian chain, they took a lot of artifact

LB Welly the fir

t ethnographic

| the

the Great, in

Cons under whioh

o

rohants and pavt of

they were permitted to engage in the fur trade, they had to supply

[t And each

for the national

Chnogr aphdo mu

brought home somebthing, and you know Frow Loyl

ore Bovernors of Al

amnd ¢

their duty to provide

[ %]

o ol T

orie T the governdrs

ethnographic example And,  Tor e

I

from Finland, and when all the Finni burmned to the

ground and the new capital, Helsinki,

oo o3 yove, 1.9 o off A . B -y Joo @
i of Al a Al & Gl

eroy mous ool |

Haida for the new Finnish capital.

san artifacts in the world

col lection of Alas

Fimland. Tt

oy geous ! It*s not an

st ff. Sy

1840 there was a museum o

art ws the army

aleut and Tlingit and Es

ca in 1867, and the [inaudiblel and G vis grabbed

over Alé




of olden ©Lms
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