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S i d e  ones

A l f r e d  S t e p e t i n  CASH s . . . s u b j e c t s  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  and would 

l i k e  me t o  t a l k  on. 5 Cause there? i s  no t ex tbook?  as such,  on what 

I 'm  t e a c h i n g  you.  But , i f  we do t h i s  r i g h t ,  and do i t  p r o p e r l y ,  

t h e r e  wi II  be some kind o f  a book f o r  the* next  c l a s s e s .  A new 

pe rson,  maybe, t h e y '  I I use t h e  o l d  t e x t  t o  say t h i s  i s  what th e y  

d i d .  I might  make m is take s ,  but pardon me, you know? Okay.

Today I was t h i n k i n g ,  I 'm  g o in g  t o  t a l k  about the  war y e a r s  

f i r s t .  I 'm  g o i n g  t o  do t h i s  e v e r y  c l a s s .  To t a l k  a few minutes  on 

some s u b j e c t  in  th e  A l eu t  l i f e .  And in t h e s e ,  I ' l l  b r i n g  up the  

e l d e r s ,  which a r e — t h a t ' s  what I 'm supposed t o  do.  But I 'm go in g  

t o  t a l k  about  t h e  war y e a r s ,  t h e  e f f e c t  on th e  e l d e r s ,  and the  

p e o p l e  in  g e n e r a l . On Dutch Harbor ,  in the  A l e u t i a n s ,  was bombed 

on June 3rd,  1942 by the  Japanese .  And imm ed ia t e l y  t h e r e  was t a l k  

about e v a c u a t i n g  th e  A l e u t s ,  because  a few days l a t e r  th e  Japanese 

had invaded  A t t u  and had taken th e  t w e n t y - s i x .  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  in  A t tu  

as p r i s o n e r s .  And the  f e d e r a l  government  f e l t  tha t  t h i s  cou ld  

happen t o  t h e  o th e r  v i l l a g e s .  So t h e r e  was immediate  t a l k  about 

e v a c u a t i  o n .

I t  d i d n ' t  happen o v e r n i g h t .  But i t  happened f a s t e r  than we 

hoped i t  would.  So on Ju l y  12, o f  ' 4 2 — I 'm  t a l k i n g  about the  

Una I aska group where I was e vacua ted  from the  v i I  I a ge  w i th  two days 

n o t i c e .  And th e y  s a i d ,  "Take o n l y  one s u i t c a s e  o f  c l o t h e s  or 

w h a t e v e r . "  L a t e r  we found o u t — e v e r y t h i n g  was done so  s e c r e t  I y ,  we*
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d i d n ' t  know what was g o in g  on in th e  o th e r  v i I  I a ges .  We I had a 

s i s t e r  l i v i n g  in  N i k o l s k i .  I d i d n ’ t know what she was g o i n g  t o  do? 

where she was g o i n g  t o  go .  And I had r e l a t i v e s  in S a i n t  Paul ? same 

t h i n g .  I d i d n ' t  where t h e y  were go ing?  where t h e y  were .  They were 

wonder ing  where we* were  g o ing  t o  be.  We d i d n ' t  even know where we 

were g o i n g .  And? t o  t e l  I you how th a t  a f f e c t e d  th e  o l d e r  peop l e?  

we were  put on a boat? and we l e f t  th e  dock? and we were  pass-— as 

you went out  t h e  harbor? you passed the  church.  And a l I  t h e  e l d e r s  

k n e l t  down and p r a y e d . They prayed  t o  th e  church? "Wi I I I e v e r  s e e  

you a g a i n ? "  You know. I t  was hard.  And on me? even though 1 was 

a k id .  'Cause  we d i d n ' t  know where we* were go ing?  we d i d n ' t  know 

where we would end up? or i f  we 'd  e v e r  come back.  Because t h e r e  

was no i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  us.  In f a c t ?  two weeks l a t e r ?  when we 

a r r i v e d  in  Wrangel  I ? Alaska? we s t i  I I d i d n ' t  know where we? were 

g o i n g  and where we* were g o in g  t o  eventua l  l y  l ive*.  Th i s  e v a c u a t i o n  

a f f e c t e d  e i g h t  v i l l a g e s  in  t h e  A l e u t i a n s :  Una I aska? N i k o l s k i ?

Akutan? Kushiga? l iakushin? A t k a ? Sa in t  Paul? and S a i n t  George .  The* 

Unalaska group was p l a c ed  in  a f i s h i n g  camp? at  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  

Burne t t  I n l e t .  The* N i k o l s k i ?  Akutan? Cherno f sk i  ? and Makushin 

group was put i n t o — R o o s e v e l t  had something  g o i n g  the r e?  some kind 

o f  men th a t  worked f o r  t h e  government? and th e y  had b u i l t  a camp

o u t s i d e  o f  Ket ch ikan?  and t h e s e  N i k o l s k i ?  Akutan? Cherno f sk i ?

Makushin— were* p l a c e d  in tha t  camp. Atka was p l a c e d  at  a f i s h i n g  

camp cal  led K i I  I esnoo .  Sa in t  George  and Sa in t  Paul were  taken t o  

Funter  Bay and place*d i n — t h e r e  was two c a n n e r i e s  in Funter  Bay and 

one was p l a c e d -—Sa in t  Paul was p l a ce d  in one camp and Sa in t  George  

in  the  o t h e r .  But t h i s  i s — t h i s  was the  way t h i n g s  were*. The 

f e d e r a l  gove rnment— we became wards o f  the  f e d e r a l  government .  We 

had no more say  what— we* w e r e n ' t  f r e e  anymore t o  do as we p l e a s e d .  

We* became wards o f  the  f e d e r a l  government .



We reached  Wrangel I on August 12? 1942. And then we were

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  th e  e v a c u a t i o n  camps on August 25. Camp c o n s i s t e d  

o f -— my camp? th e  one I was in-— c o n s i s t e d  o f  n in e  houses .  They were  

two bedroom? wood f rame houses .  The one bunkhouse w i th  e l e v e n  

rooms.  L a t e r  on? much l a t e r ?  a year  l a t e r  I th ink? th ey  added four 

more houses .  B u i l t  f our  more houses .  In t h e s e  n in e  houses and 

e l e v e n  rooms? th ey  had t o  p l a c e  180 p e o p l e .  There  was? o f  course?  

no s choo l ?  no church? no h o s p i t a l ?  or not even a c l i n i c .  There  was 

no running  water? no e l e c t r i c i t y .  AI I houses had j u s t  wood s t o v e s .  

And the- f e d e r a l  government g a v e  us food? but i t  was r a t i o n e d  t o  us. 

I used t o  look f o rward  t o  Tuesday because  tha t  was a p p l e  and o range  

day C l au gh s ] .  The re  was something  t o  look f o rward  t o .  Every  

Tuesday you go t  your ap p l e  and o ra ng es .  But th ey  would have sugar 

and f l o u r  day? and then f r e s h  meat day.  We had a----they had a 

s ch ed u l e  we went by.  I f  you d i d n ' t  go at  a g i v e n  t ime? you j u s t  

d i d n ' t  g e t  your meat or f ood tha t  week. And on the  wood s t o ve ?  we 

were  used t o  g o i n g  on th e  beaches  and p i c k i n g  up d r i f t w o o d  and 

c u t t i n g  i t  and chopping  i t  and us ing  i t .  Of course?  d r i f t w o o d  i s  

aged so i t  burns e a s y „ A! I we* saw was t r e e s .  I mean? we never  saw 

them b e f o r e ?  and th e y  were j u s t  huge around t h e r e .  And t h e  p e o p l e  

s t a r t e d  c u t t i n g  them and us ing  them t o  heat  t h e i r  house.  And g r een  

wood wi I  I not  burn as hot as aged wood. So th ey  l ea rned  t o  go out 

the re?  p i c k i n g  wood as they  d id  a t  home.

As I sa id?  t h e r e  was no c l i n i c  in  th e  camp? and the  n e a r e s t  

h o s p i t a l  was e i g h t y  m i l e s  away and was a two hour boat  r i d e .  So—  

and we had— the  o n l y  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  a do c to r  was th e  school  

t e a c h e r f s w i f e .  And a I I the  medical  s u p p l i e s  I saw in  her house 

was a f i r s t  a i d  k i t ?  so  i f  you go t  s i c k  you j u s t  d i d n ' t  go  running  

t o  he r .  But l i k e  the  o l d  A l eu t s?  t h e y  have t h e i r  own A l e u t  

r e me d i es  th e y  would use* t o  he lp  th e m s e l v e s .  But i f  a pe rson  go t



r e a l l y  bad, th e y  would— and t h e r e  was no communicat ion,  t h e r e  was 

no r a d i o  or t e l e p h o n e  or any th ing  t o  th e  o u t s i d e .  So i f  someth ing  

happened,  we had t o  wa i t  f o r  a boat  t o  come by or someth ing ,  t o  g e t  

the  p e o p l e  ou t .  And t h e r e  was a— from the  bay we were  in ,  t h e r e  

was a p o i n t .  We* go t  some- p e o p l e  f rom the  Wr angel  I newspaper t o  

t e l  I p e o p l e  t o  watch th e  p o i n t ;  th a t  i f  t h e r e ' s  a f i r e  burn ing  on 

t he  p o i n t ,  tha t  t h e r e ' s  an emergency at  t h e  camp. So th e y  would 

t r a n s f e r  them H inaud ib I eH . I ,  b e in g  a t e e n a g e r ,  I had th e  

f o r t u n a t e  chance  o f  l e a v i n g  th e  camp and go in g  t o  a v o c a t i o n a l  

schoo l  in  W r a n g e l l .  And a l l  t e e n a g e r s — not  n e c e s s a r i l y  t e e n a g e r s —  

from g r ade  e i g h t  through t w e l v e ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  were taken t o  

Wrangel I I n s t i t u t e  t o  go  t o  s c h o o l .  And t h i s  meant you l e f t  in 

September and you d i d n ' t  come home u n t i l  May. There* was no, l i k e  I 

say ,  no medical  he lp  s o — as most N a t i v e  v i I  I a ges  have .  There  

w e r e n ' t  t h a t  many b a b i e s  born,  but the* ones t h a t  were  born were  

he lp ed  in b i r t h  by a m id w i f e .  An ep idemic  broke  out o f  b o i l s

because  o f  the* water  change.  I th in k  i t  was th e  water  change or

someth ing  in  t h e  water  th a t  a f f e c t e d  th e  p e o p l e .  Eve rybody  go t  

b o i l s .  And then i n f l u e n z a — I mean, i m p e t i g o .  Which a f f e c t e d  your 

f a c e .  L i c e  became a problem.  I t  was because  o f  c rowd ing  o f  the

p e o p l e .  I 'm  not  s a y in g  t ha t  the  Ale*uts never  had l i c e ,  but a few 

must have  had because  i t  ran a I I o v e r  the  camp. Eve rybody  had 

l i c e .  To d e c r e a s e  t h e  l i c e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a lmost  e ve ry b od y  had t o  g e t  

a h a i r c u t  down t o  th e  s c a l p .  And th e  ones tha t  d i d n ' t  had t o  use 

ke ros ene  t o  k i I  I t h e  bugs.  You never  smoked around p e o p l e  then !

C laughs ]  The re  was denta l  c a r e  from Wrange l l  tha t  th e  boat  brought  

o v e r ,  a d e n t i s t .  But knowing he w o u ld n ' t  be back f o r  a y e a r ,  he 

j u s t  made a— I d o n ' t  know i f  he was g e t t i n g  pa id  by th e  t o o t h  or

what,  but he was pul l i n g  t e e t h  tha t  cou ld  have been saved .  And

then the  d o c t o r  came and he, t h i s  d o c t o r  must have money coming f o r
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p u l l i n g  t o n s i l s ,  but he p u l l e d  e v e r y b o d y ' s  t o n s i l s  L l a u g h s ] .

And the  A l e u t  way o f  f i s h i n g  was not a v a i l a b l e  t o  us. And we 

were  not aI lowed t o  t a k e  our f i s h i n g  g e a r ,  or  many were  not  a I lowed 

t o  t a k e  t h e i r  r i f l e s  and such.  So th e y  go t  n e t s  f o r  th e  f i she rmen 

t o  c a t ch  f i s h .  But th e y  n e v e r — the  beaches  were  d i f f e r e n t .

Unaiaska beaches  a r e  g r a v e l  beaches  where you can pul I up a net  

r e a l  ea sy .  But t h e s e  beaches  were  r o ck y  beaches ,  so  f i s h i n g  beach 

n e t t i n g  was not  p o s s i b l e  in th e  bay we were  l i v i n g  on. So most o f  

the  men j u s t  went g i I  I n e t t i n g .  Hunt ing —  f o r  what d id  you hunt? 

The re  was no th in g  t o  hunt but be a rs .  We h a r d l y  e v e r  saw s e a l s  in  

t h e  a r ea .  The o n l y  b e r r i e s  th e  women cou ld  p i c k  were  h igh  bush 

b l u e b e r r i e s  and c r a n b e r r i e s .  But t h e r e  aga in ,  th e y  a I ! were wormy. 

You had t o  c l e a n  them out  b e f o r e  you used them. So— but t h e  o l d e r  

p e o p l e ,  i t  was hard f o r  them because  t h e y  were  accustomed t o  t h e i r  

own house,  t h e i r  own v i  I I age*, and t o  be p l a ce d  in a p l a c e  so f a r  

away from home, w i t h  no means o f  making a l i v i n g  or any th in g  was 

hard on t h e  o l d  p e o p l e .  And I was t e l  l i n g  one o f  th e  s t u d e n t s  

y e s t e r d a y ,  i t  a f f e c t e d  the  s t u d e n t s — I mean th e  t o d d l e r s ,  ' c a u s e  

t h e  ones  t h a t  were  t o d d l e r s  a r e  now th e  ones th a t  are- th e  l e a d e r s  

in  our communi t i es .  And th ey  f e e l  t h e y  grew up in  t h i s  p e r i o d  when 

t h e y  were coming out —  I mean when th e y  were  b e g in n in g  t o  s e e  and t o  

unders tand t h e  hardsh ip  th e y  l i v e d .  And i t  a f f e c t e d  them 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e .  I 'm not  s a y in g  my group,  ' c a u s e  I 'm  

another  g e n e r a t i o n .  T h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  be low me, th e  next  g e n e r a t i o n ,  

which was a f f e c t e d  the  most.  I 'm not s a y in g  t h i s  i s  a t o t a l  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  but th o s e  N a t i v e s  were a f f e c t e d  more by d r i n k i n g ,  you

know, and .it became tha t  t h e y  - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l y  i t  a f f e c t e d

e v e r yb od y ,  the  p e o p l e ;  the  young e s p e c i a l l y  ' c a u s e  th e y  d i d n ' t  have

a normal c h i l d h o o d  l i f e .  'Cause ,  l i k e  I say ,  when th e  war was -

when we r e t u r n e d  back from the  camp, i t  t ook  them ano the r  t h r e e  or



f our  y e a r s  t o  even come back t o  normal? what t h ey  knew as normal

b e f o r e  t h e  war? and l i k e  some o f  them never  a b l e  -came out o f  i t .

They j u s t — th e y  were  g i v e n  wood f rame houses c a l l e d  "Army Cabanas"  

and sa id?  "Here? t h i s  i s  t h e  house th a t  you l o s t .  We’ r e  r e p l a c i n g  

i t  f o r  y o u . "  And they  gave  them four  waI Is? two windows? and a 

door .  Said? "Here? t h i s  i s  the  house.  W e ' r e  r e p l a c i n g  your home."  

And t h e y  had t o  from s c r a t c h  b u i l d  th e  home from t h i s  one l i t t l e  

cabana.  I t  was a ha rdsh ip  on e v e ry b o d y .  In t h i s  pe r i od?  t h e s e  

young? f r e e d  t e e n a g e r s  were  a f f e c t e d  and? l i k e  I sa id?  i t  i s  now 

th a t  same group t h a t  a r e  prob l ems  in  t h e  v i I  I a g e - I t h i n k  i t ' s  

because  o f —  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l y  t h e y  f e e I  n e g l e c t e d .  Or f e l t  

n e g l e c t e d .  And then the  o l d  peop l e?  I 'm back t o  them? t h e y  sa id?

" I  want t o  go home. "  They wanted t o  go home. They sa id?  " I  d o n ' t  

want t o  d i e  h e r e .  I d o n ' t  want t o  d i e  h e r e . "  F o r t u n a t e l y ?  my 

v i  I I age? my v i  1 I age* group? we* l o s t  o n l y  t h r e e  e l d e r s .  Where in  th e  

o the r  v i I  I a ge  camps th ey  l o s t  much more.  But why we l o s t  so  few i s  

we? had o n l y  a fe*w e l d e r s .  I can a lways  remember t h e  l a s t  o l d  woman 

tha t  was d y i n g .  The re  was t a l k  o f  r e t u r n i n g  home. She sa id?  " I ' m

g o i n g  t o  hang on. I 'm g o in g  t o  go  home. "  But she had— she sa id?

"But i f  I d ie ?  d o n ' t  bury me h e r e .  Take me home. "  She had died? 

so t h e y  b u i l t  a c o f f i n ?  a double* c o f f i n ?  f o r  her and packed i t  up. 

And t h e y  t ook  her body home. E<ut i t  was the  i d e a  th a t  th ey  d i d n ' t  

w a n t t o be* l e f t  a I o ne w h e* n e* v e* r y b o d y e l s e  we n t b a c k « And t h e* o th e  r 

ones d i e d  in  t h e  c i t y ?  l i k e  Wrangel I? and th e y  were  b u r i e d  in  a 

p roper  g r a v e y a r d .  So? any ques t i ons ' ?

Ly d i a  Black II LB II s I have a few q u e s t i o n s  Cinaudib I e l l . I ' M  r ead

t  h e*m an d i f you h ave  ad d i t .i on a I q ue*st i on s FI i n and i b I e II. A f  t  er  Wor I d

War I I  Cinaudib I ell how d id  t h e y  put t h e i r  l i v e s  back t o g e t h e r  

w i thou t  he lp  from the* government? A l f r e d  ment ioned th a t  the*y 

d i d n ' t  g e t  any a i d .  I wonder i f  now t h e  A l eu t  p e o p l e  a r e  be ing
ij



he lped  by anybody.  By government  C i n a u d i b I e ] .

AS; In t h e  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  t h e  ques t i on?  1 j u s t  ment ioned what the  

f e d e r a l  government  d i d .  They r e p l a c e d — I mean, th e y  ga ve  homes, 

t h e s e  wooden cabanas,  t o  each.  But i f  you had a l a r g e  cabana— I 

mean a l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  you got  two cabanas.  Which was o n l y  r i g h t ,  

t h a t  you would need two cabanas,  And t h e  two cabanas cou ld  f i t  

e a s i l y  i n t o  t h i s  room. And s t i l  I have- room l e f t  o v e r ,  s o  th e y

w e r e n ' t  t h a t  b i g  a b u i l d i n g .  And they-  t h e r e  was a lw ays ,  b e f o r e

the  war and e v e r y t h i n g ,  I was t a l k i n g  about c h i e f s  and t h e i r

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e r e  was a lways  what you cal  l ed a v i I  I age

c ounc i l  t h a t  t o ok  c a r e  o f  t h e  prob l ems  o f  the  v i l l a g e .  And t h e s e ,  

even dur ing  e v a c u a t i o n ,  th e y  kept  i t  g o i n g .  The BIA a g e n t s  would 

not  l i k e  t h i s  i d e a .  They ' d say ,  "Hey,  you guys d o n ' t  have  m ee t in gs  

l i k e  t h i s . "  II i naud i b I e 3 , so  th e y  d i d n ' t  a l l o w  t o  have mee t in gs .

But t h e y ' d  s t i I  I have t h e i r  l i t t l e  s e c r e t  m ee t in gs  in th e  houses.  

That guy,  you c a n ' t  c a l I  him c h i e f  anymore because  he w as n ' t  a 

c h i e f ,  h e ' d  go and complain t o  BIA and say ,  hey,  we* need t h i s  or we

need t h a t .  T r y  t o  b r i n g  up th e  prob l ems t o  E<IA» And when th e y  go t

home* a g a in ,  a f t e r  t h e  government g a v e  them t h e s e  cabanas t o  f i x  

i n t o  a home, t h e y  p r e t t y  much l e f t  and s a i d ,  "Okay,  we gave  you 

what you need so we're* l e a v i n g . "  There  was no money compensat ion  

g i v e n  t o  them f o r  the  l o s e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  dur ing  the  war.  L i k e  

t h e i r  furni ture*  and t h e i r  a r t i f a c t s ,  or  wha t eve r .  There  was none*. 

But I guess  y o u ' v e  heard,  r e c e n t l y ,  th a t  t h e r e  i s  a b i l l  in 

Congress  t ha t  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  compensate  the* A l e u t s ,  t h e  e va cuees .  

Long due.

LB; Not passed y e t ..

AS: Yeah,  not  passed ,  but i t ' s  p r e t t y  much. February  8th,  keep my
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e a r s  open C laughs3.

Students Were t h e r e  p e o p l e  tha t  r e s i s t e d  i n t e r n s h i p ?  And i f  th ey  

d i d ? what was t he r eac t i on t o t hat  ?

AS: The re  was? I would say? w i t h i n  my group? the  Unalaska group?

t h e r e  was a c o u p l e  o f  p e o p l e  who r e a l l y  compla ined  and complained? 

and f i n a l l y  th e  BIA agent  sa id?  " I ’ m not  g o ing  t o  t a k e  t h i s  from 

you.  I f  you d o n ' t  want t o  be here? you know? l e a v e ! "  They d i d n ’ t 

a c t u a l l y  throw him out? taut he gave  him t h a t .  Where we d i d n ’ t  have 

a chance  t o  g e t  out o f  the  v i  I I age? out o f  the- camp? he ga ve  him 

the  a u t h o r i t y .  "You can l e a v e ? "  you know. So he l e f t .  They l e f t .  

Two b r o t h e r s .  So i t  was— i t  wasn’ t an e v i c t i o n ?  but he gave  them 

th a t  chance? i f  th e y  wanted t o  l eave?  t o  go ahead.  And t h e s e  two 

b r o t he r s ?  t h ey  f e l t  they  had enough o f  i t ?  so  th e y  l e f t .  But th ey

were young and a b l e  t o  g e t  employment? and work? and take? c a r e  o f

th e m s e l v e s .  They weren ’ t? you know— the  o l d e r  p e o p l e  where th e y

would have t o  be a id ed  by some*- or t h e  young p e o p l e .  So i t  th e y

knew what th e y  were  g e t t i n g  i n t o  when th ey  s t a r t e d  c o m p la in in g .

Students Were you eve r  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  by th e  E<IA w h i l e  you were 

t h e r e ? II i n a u d i b I e 3

AS: You see? Una I aska— Sa in t  Paul and Sa in t  George  were  under F i sh

and W i l d l i f e .  N i k o l s k i ?  Atka? Makushin? Akutan? a i l  had BIA 

s c h o o l s .  Or t e r r i t o r i a l ? a c t u a l l y .  They had t e r r i t o r i a l  s c h o o l s .  

But Unalaska? even from way back? be in g  a c i t y ?  t h e i r  school  system 

was a c i t y  schoo l  system Claughs3. Anyway? so  t h e  Unalaska group 

never  f e I t  t h e y  were  a c c o u n ta b l e  t o  anybody f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  at  

home or in  th e  v i  I I age*. And then when we got  t o  Burnet t?  and t h e s e  

p e o p l e  t ha t  e vacua ted  us say? "Here? h e r e ’ s Mr. and Mrs. Long.  

They ’ r e  g o i n g  t o  be your c a r e t a k e r s ?  now. "  And at  th a t  moment? we
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became wards o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o ve rn men t » And we had no more say  in 

what we c ou l d  do or what we wanted t o  do.  We j u s t  d id  what th e y  

wanted us t o  do.  We became wards o f  th e  gove rnment ,, They t ook  

c a r e  o f  us t h e  b es t  th e y  cou ld .  They s a id  Cinaudib I ell c ou ld  have 

done a l o t  b e t t e r .  But t h e y  p r o v i d e d  us w i th  h e a l t h  a id  and 

c l o t h e s  C i n a u d i b l e ] .  But we w o u ld n ' t  have been c o l d  or hungry or 

s i c k  i f  t h e y  h a d n ' t  moved us? so i t  was t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  

t a ke  c a r e  o f  us.  B u t? I 'm s a y in g  t h i s  i s  the  Unalaska group.  They 

w e r e n ' t  dependent  on any form o f  f e d e r a l  government t o — th ey  had no 

form o f  government  t o  go t o  as  a group in Unalaska.  They were  j u s t  

members o f  t h e  c i t y .  They had no 131A t e a c h e r s  t o  go t o j  o r — the  

o n l y  one t h e y  ac tua l  l y  go t o  and compla in  t o  in  th e  v i I  I a ge  would 

be t h e  p r i e s t  or someth ing .  So t h e y  were s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  u n t i l  t h i s  

t im e  t h e y  were  put u n d e r - - a s  wards o f  the  government .  And i t  

a f f e c t e d  them v e r y  much. 'Cause  t h e y  neve r  had t o  be*— th e y  never  

had t o  go ask somebody? "Can I go ? "  you know. And i t  was hard 

because ;  j u s t  t o  go out o f  town? j u s t  t o  go f i s h i n g ?  yo u ' d  s i g n  up 

f o r  a s k i f f ?  l i k e  when y o u ' r e  in  co l  lege? and you want t o  p l a y  p i n g -  

pong? you want t o  use a p ing -pon g  paddle? you s i g n  up f o r  i t .  I t ' s  

j u s t  l i k e  t h i s ?  l i k e  i f  you s i g n  up you can have i t .  Lu c k i l y ?  the

men were  d i s t  r i but ed r .i f  I e s . They had t he.i r  but t hey on I y had

t h r e e  d o r i e s  and t h e y ' d  have t o  s i g n  up f o r  the  d o r i e s  so  t h a t  th ey  

cou ld  go hunt in g .  But i t  was t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  th a t  th e y  never  had 

t o  do before*  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  them a l o t .

LBs The re  were  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s .  Did th e  A l eu t  p e o p l e  r e c e i v e  

any compensat ion  f o r  how th ey  were  t r e a t e d  dur ing  r e I o c a t i o n ? So 

we ' I  I j u s t  pass  on; th a t  has been answered.

AS: The re  was? s e v e r a l  y e a r s  back dur ing  t h e  -when we were  s t u d y in g

th e  World War I I  e v a c u a t i o n s  and compensat ions  and s t u f f ?  t h e r e
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happened t o b e s o m e m o ney t h e y had g i v e n . R o o s e v e l t ,  P r e s i d e n t 

R o o s e v e l t  had a s s i g n ed  so much money t o  be g i v e n  t o  the  A l e u t s  f o r  

compensa t i on .  For t h e i r  e v a c u a t i o n .  And i t  was o n l y  SO? 000 

do I I ars? you know. So what— th ey  g i v e  $ L:!. 5u t o  eauh per  sun and 

say? "Her e ? y o u 1" r e  compensated ■ " I. i n a u d i b l e !

S t u d e n t : I. would wonder i f  someone cou ld  e l a b o r a t e  on what tha t

compensat ion c u r r e n t l y  i s  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

LB: A l f r e d ?  Do you want [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

AS: You c o u l d . . .

LB: [ i n a u d i b l e ]  a Un i t ed  S t a t e ' s  commiss ioner  [ i n a u d i b l e ]

i n v e s t i g a t e d  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  t h e  A l e u t  p e o p l e .  The A l e u t s  were  

i nc lu de d  because  t h e y  managed t o  I o ca t  e document s about  r e l o c a t  i on 

in the  A l e u t  a r c h i v e s .  Pa r t  o f  them were d e s t r o y e d  by the* BIA? 

pa r t  o f  them s u r v i v e d .  And the  A l eu t  c o r p o r a t i o n  engaged a 

Washington f i r m  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  and t o  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  and t o  put 

t o g e t h e r ? and t h e  A l e u t s  were i nc lu de d  in  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  the  

commiss ion.  The- commission f i n i s h e d  i t s  r e p o r t  in  , So and 

recommended recompense.  I n d i v i d u a l  recompense t o  s u r v i v o r s  and 

recompense t o  the* communit ies? e s ta b l  i s h i n g  a fund f o r  a >_ul tur ai 

c e n t e r  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  S ena to rs  S t e v e n s  and Murkowski have been 

work ing  t owards  imp l ementa t i on  o f  t ha t  recommendat ion ev e r  s i n c e .  

■Just b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ?  m a j o r i t y  l e ade r  and 

commit t ee  chairman? James [ i n au d ib l e * ]  s topped  the* A l e u t  

compensat ion  because  A l eu t  communi t i es  were  s ay in g  in  t h e i r  

p e t i t i o n  [ i naudi  b I e ] r  ebui  I d the* churches .  I noted? and AI f r e d  i s  

s a y in g  t o  you? tha t  th e  church i s  th e  c e n t e r  o f  e x i s t e n c e ?  so 

A l e u t s  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  a r e  not  s t r e s s i n g ?  "G i v e  me f o r  my own persona l  

lo s s e s . "  T h e y f r e  s t r e s s i n g  compensat ion f o r  t h e  community and the
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d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  community l i f e .  And one o f  the  t h i n g s  was, " R e b u i l d  

our c h u r c h e s . "  The Atka p e o p l e  were  e s p e c i a l l y  adamant about  i t .  

They want t h e i r  church r e b u i l t  w i th  p rope r  i c o n s  and be I I s .  The? 

church was burned t o  the  ground when th e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  Navy—  

an c i e n t  be I I s  t ha t  were  brought  o ve r  from Russia? so on and so 

f o r th ?  books? documents,  e v e r y t h i n g  went up in f l ames .  And the  

d o c t r i n e o f s e p a r a t .i o n o f  c h u r c h a n d s t a t  e .i s i n v o I v e d „ S o t h e y 

c a n ' t  o f f e r  compensat ion  f o r  r e b u i l d i n g  the  church.  When I was 

cai  I ed on t h i s  ques t i on ?  I n e a r l y  went through the* r o o f ?  because  

who d e s t r o y e d  them in  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e !  Where was t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  

th e  church and s t a t e  then?  But i t  had-— i t  i s  in the* p i p e l i n e  now.

And I t h in k  i t  c l e a r e d  the  commission? and I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  coming

t o  the- Congress  f l o o r  s h o r t l y .  We ex pe c t  i t  in February .  No 

compensat ion has been g r an ted  yet;,, And i f  you have any we i gh t  w i th  

the* powers t h a t  be-? i f  you a r e  from o the r  s t a t e s ?  w r i t e  your 

congressman t o  support  t h e  compensat ion  f o r  the  A l eu t  p e o p l e .

Students  So a l s o  v e r y  f eas ib l e *  j u s t  t o  send a p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  

announcement? which i s  j u s t  a l oca l  t e l e p h o n e  c a l I  i n  suppor t  and 

t h e y  wi I I be I . is tened t o .

LBs The A 1 aska c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  works f o r  the  

compensa t i on .  However ? we have o n l y  one congressman in th e  House. 

Do you want t o  add any th ing  t o  i t ?

ASs II.i naudib I e3 . I t  t ook  many y e a r s .  . .

LBs II i naudi b I ell have* been pub I i shed „

ASs I was v e r y — I was f o r t u n a t e .  I was one- o f  th e  ones  when th e

A l e u t i a n / P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s  f i r s t  came i n t o  the  p i c t u r e  and said?

"Okay l e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  World War I I  b i I  1 ?" I was v e r y  f i r s t  t o  be

chosen as t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  World War I I  p r o j e c t ?  as i t  was
11



cal  l ed .  So I t ook  a group o f  t e l e v i s i o n  p e o p l e  t o  th e  v i  I I a ges  t o  

i n t e r v i e w  t h e  o l d e r  p e o p l e  t ha t  were  i n t e r n e d  and t o  g e t  v i e w s  o f  

t h e  v i  I I a ge .  What was and how i t  was? and how i t  i s  now. The're 

was— I d o n ' t  know i f  y o u ’ ve  seen i t .  I t  was on t e l e v i s i o n .  So I 

went t o  e v e r y  v i I  I a ge  on th e  changing? when t h e s e  mov ie  p e o p l e ,  

t e l e v i s i o n  peop l e?  t o  make up the  documentary.

LB: T h e r e ’ s one more q u e s t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  th e  war compensat ion .

Did th e  A l e u t  peopl e?  when th e y  were  r e l o c a t e d  t o  Wrange l l ?  s u f f e r  

f r om nut r i t i on pr obi ems because  o f t he dr as t  .i c f ood changes?

AS: Yes.  L i k e  I was say ing?  t h e  p e o p l e  came out w i th  b o i l s  and

i m p e t i g o  and such.  I th ink  most o f  t h i s  was because  o f  th e  food

change.  T h e i r  b o d i e s  we ren ’ t  r e s i s t a n t  I" i naudi b I ell „ But I don ’ t

th in k  th e  food? as in  m a l n u t r i t i o n  as such because  th ey  d id

p r o v i d e  us w i t h  f ood and i t  was e d i b l e .  Not as  much as we no rm a l l y  

were  used t o  having? but they  made sure  we d i d n ’ t go hungry.  They 

were g i v i n g  us f ood tha t  we hadn’ t  ea t en  b e f o r e .

LBs Any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  [ i n a u d i b l e ]

S t  u d e n i  :: I t  h i n k y o u ’ d s a i d t  h a t  t  h e  J a p a n e s e c a p t  u r e d t w e n t y  s  i x

p e o p l e ?  Were t h o s e  A Ieut  s?

AS: Y e s ? t h e y  were  At kans uh ? A11 uans .

S tudent :  What happened t o  them?

AS: They were  taken t o  Japan and put in  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps u n t i l

th e  end o f  t h e  war.  And then? a f t e r  the  war? at  th e  s i g n i n g  o f  th e

ending  o f  t h e  war? t h e  f e d e r a l  government  brought  them back.  So 

t hey ! r e  bac k . But not a l l  o f  thern ? you know „ Some o f  them d i ed 

Very  few came back.  But we complained? you know. They were put in
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t h e s e  camps. They had l o t s  more t o  compla in  about .  But th e y  had 

t o  comp la in  t o  t h e  Japanese government  not the  f e d e r a l  L laughsJ.

LB: But t h e  A t tuans  [ i n a u d i b l e ! ] ;  th e y  were  g i v e n  a c h o i c e  t o

e i t h e r  [ i n a u d i b l e ! ] .  And a few l i v e  in  Atka? some l i v e  in 

Anchorage  ? a major  i t  y Hi naudi b 1e 3.

Students Why we ren ’ t  t h e y  g i v e n  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ?

LB: We d o n ' t  have* a map. A t tu  i s  t h e  westernmost  i s l a n d  between

the  b oundar i e s  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta t es ?  waxy out ? a thousand m i l e s  

a c r o s s  t h e  S€*a. And th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s  and communicat ion 

[ i naud i  b I e ' l .

AS: Not o n l y  th a t *  A t tu  is? w i th  Shemya [ i n a u d i b l e ] - —Shemya i s

anothe r  i s l a n d  c l o s e  t o  [ i n au d ib l e * ]  a r e  m i l i t a r y  ou tpos t s?  you 

know. A l o t  o f  s e c r e t  s t u f f  g o i n g  out t h e r e  tha t  t h e y  don ’ t  want us 

t o  know about .  You know? th ey  d o n ' t  want a bunch o f  A l e u t s  out 

t h e r e .  They p r e t t y  much? th e y  know we? "We'  I I p r o v i d e  you a house 

i f  you'  I I m o v e . " Not o n l y  d id  th e y  do tha t  w i th  th e  Atkans? but

the  srnaI I ? l o ca l  g roups  tha t  were  e vac ua t ed  t o  Wrangel  I  -or?

Ke t c h ik an .  Ke t ch ikan  was a group tha t  r e a l l y  go t  a f f e c t e d  by i t .  

When t h e y  came back? Ni koI sk i  was s t i I I  a v i I  I age? a I i v a b I e  

v i I  I age .  Akutan was s t i I  I a l i v a b l e  v i I  I age .  Makushin and Kushiga  

were  beyond r e p a i r .  They were  gone.  They were  r e a l l y  mad? because  

t h e y — G15 s had gone in the r  £- and ransac  ked t hei  r houses .  L.ef t t he 

doo rs  open? b roke  windows? and s t u f f .  So t h e r e  was no th i ng  

t o  save  in  Kushiga  or Makushin. And th e  f e d e r a l  government  

checked on t h i s  b e f o r e  t h e y  brought  t h e  p e o p l e  back.  So th ey  gave  

Makushin p e o p l e — "You have a cho i c e?  you can go  back t o  your 

v i I  I age  and s t a r t  from s c r a t c h  or you can move t o  any o f  t h e  o th e r  

v i I  I a ges  we h a v e . " Some o f  them chose  t o  I i v e  in  Akutan? some
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chose  t o  l i v e  i n Una! a s k a . Kushi g a , the* same t h i  ng , t hey gave* t hem 

a c h o i c e ,  Go back and s t a r t  from s c r a t c h  or l i v e  in  t h e  o the r

v i I  I a g e s . And most o f  Kashi ga  dec i ded t o  l i v e  in  Unalaska.

A l though t h e r e  was another  v i l l a g e *  Borka.  Borka was? i s  c l o s e  t o  

Unalaska,  They had a cho ic e?  "Do you want t o  go back t o  your 

v i 1 I age? s t a r t  f rom s c r a t c h .  Or l i v e  in o th e r  v i I  I a g e s . " And 

Borka d e c i d e d  th e y  would l i v e  in  Unalaska.  So th e  Unalaska A l eu t  

group grew more.  The re  was more p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A l e u t s  in  Unalaska 

at  th e  end o f  th e  war.  Because? you s e e ? o t he r  v i I  1 ages  d e c id e d  

th e y  wou ldn ’ t  go  back.  A c o u p l e  o f  b r o t h e r s  in  Kushiga  de c i d ed  

t h e y ' d  go  back,  but on t h e i r  own. They w e r e n ' t  a sk ing  th e  f e d e r a l  

government f o r  h e l p .  They went back on t h e i r  own and from t h e i r  

way, j o u r n e y  in the  P r i b i l o f s ,  th ey  bought s u p p l i e s  and b u i l t  t h e i r  

own homes and r e p a i r e d  what t h e y  cou ld  from the  church.  T h i s  was ax 

most [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  L i k e  I say ,  t h e  church was the  main t h i n g  in 

t h e i r  v i I  I a ge .  And th ey  were w o r r i e d .  They d i d n ' t  want th e  church 

t o g o d o w n . S o t h e y w e n t b a c k a n d t h e y t r i e d t o r e p a i r t  h e c h u r c h 

a s  be s t  t h e y  c ouId .  And t h e on es  at  Kushi g a d i d t h i s . Makush i n 

d e c i d e d ,  "No,  our church i s  beyond r e p a i r .  We have  n o t h i ng  we can 

do about  i t . "  So th e y  d e c i d e d ,  "Okay,  we'  I I t a ke  wha teve r  a r t i c l e s

are* l e f t  t h e r e  and move i t  t o  U n a la s k a . "  So th ey  t ook  i t  and moved

i t .  Same w i t h  Borka.  The i r  group moved i t  t o  Borka.  There  was 

ano the r  v i l l a g e ?  C h e r n o f s k i , th ey  moved t o  Unalaska.  And Kushiga  

moved t o  Unalaska.  So Unalaska has many church a r t i c l e s  moved from 

th e  o th e r  churches .  Kushiga  was th e  l a s t  one,  because* th e y  d i d n ' t  

move t h e i r  t h i n g s  u n t i l  way back? j u s t  in  about ' 37 .  They hung on. 

They were* hop ing  th e  p e o p l e  would come back.  But th o s e  two o l d  

b r o t h e r s ,  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  up f o r  no th in g .  U n t i l  the*y 

f i n a l l y  d i e d  ou t .  And when th ey  d i e d ,  the  Kushigans in Unalaska 

went t o  Kushi ga  and brought  t h e i r  t h i n g s  back t o  Unalaska.  So
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t h e r e  was t h i n g s  l i k e  Kushiga? C h e r n o f s k i ? and Borka.  Three  A l e u t  

v i I  I a ges  t o t a l  l y  l o s t .  You know? n o th in g !  There  was no home t o  go

b ac k t o ? no c hur c h t o go b ac k t o « 11 was a t  o t  a I ! o ss  t  o t  h €* t  h ey

f e I t  a t o t a  I I o s s „

L e t ' s  t a k e  a ten minute break so  t ha t  we"I  I have t h i r t y  minutes  

a f  t e r t h e h r e a k .

S id e  twos

ASs  but t h i s  was mos t l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  peop le?  i t  wasn’ t the

m i l i t a r y  t h e m s e l v e s .  The m i l i t a r y  d i d n ’ t  come in t o  Dutch Harbor 

u n t i l  a f t e r  Pea r l  Harbor .  And t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was p r e t t y  we l l  

c omp le t ed  by then.  And when Pear l  Harbor happened? th e y  j u s t  moved 

the  Army in .

Students  And then when you r e turned?  th ey  remained t h e r e ?

ASs They remained t h e r e  u n t i l ?  t h e  b i g  g r oup  -you know? when th e

Army l eaves?  t h e y  don ’ t  j u s t  l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g .  They s t a y  t h e r e  t o  

g u a r d . The main group l e f t  by 1950? you know. But f o r  s e v e r a  1

y e a r s  t h e y  had men s t a y i n g  t h e r e  t o  guard the  b u i l d i n g s .  So th ey  

were  t h e r e  for?  I ’ d say about t en y e a r s — tha t  t h ey  were  i n v o l v e d  in 

the  v i I  I age .

LBs The re  i s  a q u e s t i o n  from the  f l o o r .

ASs Go o n «

Students Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any A l e u t s  th a t  were  

d r a f t e d  i n t o  the? Army? Or not d r a f t e d  but vol  un tee r ed  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ?

ASs Me? Songs l I aughsl l?

S t u d e n t s Li n a u d i b I e 1 t h e d r a f  t „
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AS: I 'm  not  a s i n g e r .  T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  I never  l ea rned  t o  do was

s in g  A l e u t  songs .  I 'm  a dancer? and a dancer should  s i n g  h i s  own 

songs? but I 'm  not  a s i n g e r  o f  th e  A l eu t  music.  I know a few o f  

the  game songs  t h a t  we s i n g  when y o u ' r e  p l a y i n g  games. I know 

them. I i o ve  t o .  . ..

LB: You mi sunders tood  the  ques t i on?  I th in k .  He was ask ing  i f

t h e r e  arc? any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  A l e u t s  v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  th e  Army.

A£5: Oh! No? I was t e l  l i n g  t h i s  t o  her y e s t e r d a y .  The* A l e u t s

w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  anyth ing?  you know Z l a u g h s 3! They 

were  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away from i t !  But? t h e y  were  d r a f t e d ?  you know. 

Many o f  our young men— dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  e v acu a t i on ?  our young 

men d i d n ’ t  g e t  i n v o l v e d  on th e  e v a c u a t i o n  ’ cause  th e y  were  d r a f t e d .

And t h e y  were  d r a f t e d  immediat e l y?  r i g h t  a f t e r  World War -I mean?

yeah? World War I I  s t a r t e d  in December.  By -June? t h e  men who were 

e l i g i b l e  t o  g e t  out  i n t h e  Army were gone .  So th ey  w e r e n ' t  

i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n .  And we never  saw them aga i n  un t i l  we 

g o t  back.  They ‘we ren ’ t i n v o l v e d  in  the  e v a c u a t i o n  at  a I I . But 

t h e y d i d n ’ t  vo I un t e e r  ? t h e y wer e d r a f t ed A n d t h e y w er  e e I i g i b 1 e 

f o r  d r a f t .

S t  u d e n ts W i t  h t  h i s m o n e y t h a t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g t o b e c o m p e n s at t  e d w i t  h ? 

i s  t h i s  g o i n g  t o  be* used t o  t r y  t o  rev ive*  the* A l eu t  c u l t u r e  or? and 

i f  s o . , .

AS: Mo? i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be used t o  go t o  Hawai i  or someth ing !

II laughs 3 No? i t ' s  t o  be* used f o r  th e  f i r s t  purposes? r e b u i l d i n g  

the  churches  and r e p a i r i n g  t h e  churches? which i s  t h e  main t h i n g .  

Then t h e r e  was t a l k  about c u l t u r a l  c en t e r s ?  you know. Not so  much 

c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r s ?  but r e c r e a t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  f o r  th e  community.  And
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then I 'm  sure  t h e y 9 I i s e t  up a s c h o l a r s h i p  fundi  you know. And 

I 'm sure  t h e y '  I I put a l o t  o f  i t  i n t o  h i r i n g  p e o p l e  t o  g e t  more 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on cul ture-  and language  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .

Students But i t  w ou ld n ' t  be enough t o  t o t a l l y  r e v i v e  the  A l e u t  

cul t u r e ?

ASs I th in k -—p e r s o n a l l y ,  I f e e !  t h e  A l e u t  c u l t u r e  i s  dead,  you 

know? We c a n ' t  r e v i v e  i t ,  in any way cou ld  we* b r i n g  i t  back l i k e  

i t  used t o  be.  We can o n l y  r e v i v e ,  b r i n g  i t  back,  in t a p e s ,  in

v i d e o s .  You know, where— as much as we can g a t h e r .  And l i k e

Ly d ia ,  s h e ' s  w i th  A l e u t  a r t s .  You know, th a t  pa r t  o f  t h e  A l eu t  

c u l t u r e ,  the  a r t s .  And i f  i t  wasn ' t  f o r  her ,  t h e r e  w o u ld n ' t  be 

no th in g  on A l eu t  a r t .  But s h e ' s  go t  t h i s  book ou t ,  and s h e ' s  do ing  

l o t  o f  more* work on the  A l eu t  a r t s  and a n t h r o p o l o g y .  That pa r t  o f  

i t .  Okay, then we* have  a dear  f r i e n d  a c r o s s  the  hal I o ve r  he re ,  

Michael  Krauss ,  h e ' s  l anguage .  I c ou ld  a lmost  s i t  and t a l k  A l eu t  

w i th  him i f  I had t o .  H e ' s  t ha t  much i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  A l e u t  

language .  In f a c t ,  my free* time*, I 'm  g o in g  ove r  and work on t a p e s  

w i th  him. I c ou l d  do t h i s ,  you know, but t h e r e ' s  h a r d l y  anybody 

f o l  l owing  me tha t  w i l l  be* a b l e  t o  do t h i s .  So we* have t o  put i t  

a I I on t ape »  you know, and i f  anybody i s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  th e y  w i l l  have

t o  I earn i t  from tape*. L i k e  these* -any Ale*ut g a t h e r i n g  th a t

t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  do A l e u t  dances  a t ,  you C i n a u d i b l e ]  on the  A l eu t  

t a p e .  We a I I  make sure* t h e r e ' s  a vide*o t h e r e ,  so  th a t  i t ' s  be ing  

put on t a p e .  EH..tt, as a c u l t u r e ,  I d o n ' t  th ink  th e  A l e u t s  wi I I e v e r  

g e t  back t o  t h e i r  own o l d  A l e u t  customs.  I f  they  do,  i t '  I I be* a 

mi rac I e .

LB: But I t h i n k  th e  money cou ld  be used t o  c r e a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s

th a t  wi II  he l p  t o  p r e s e r v e  a s ense  o f  A l e u t  u n i t y  and Ale*ut 

i d e n t i t y .
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AS; And.......I was g o in g  t o  say something  and i t  s l i p p e d  my mind. We

were in t h e  ha I I way t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  But anyways? any th ing

e I s e ?  Yes.

Students I f  t h i s  i s  c u r i o s i t y  sake .  I s  the  church l o c a t e d  on a

hi I I ?

AS: No. I t ' s  on a f l a t  a r ea  on- we I I? mine i s n ’ t .  The IJnalaska

church i s  Una I aska i s  on a f l a t  a r e a  and our church i s  down on t h e

ground.  I mean? i t ' s  not up on t op .  Sa in t  P a u l ’ s and Sa in t  

G e o r g e ' s  a r e  up on a hi  I I . A t k a ' s  i s  up on a hi I I . Akutan i s  

p r e t t y  much on th e  f l a t .  Atka i s  up on a hi  II . But? I was t e l  l i n g  

her y e s t e r d a y .  I was t a l k i n g  t oday  or y e s t e r d a y .  We have in

Una I aska —  I - m go i  ng t o ske t  c h a r ough ske t  c h her e C i naud i b I e II.

Th i s  i s  Un a I a s k a ? sh aped l i k e  t h a t . And t h i s  i s  t h e b ay g o es  up 

t l-i i s w a y « T h i s  i s  a c r e e k h e r e g o i n g u p t h e r e C! .i. n a u d i b I e ] . A n c:l

t h i s  i s  the- dock.  The docks a r e  down? okay? The* s t o r e  i s  when we

say ? " 1 ' rn g o i  ng downtown ? 11 we? mean we ■ r e go i  ng t h i s d i r ec t i on .

This  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The church i s  I o ca t ed  h e r e , But s t r a n g e l y  

enough? when you say? " I ' m  g o in g  down t o  the  s t o r e ? "  or? " I ' m  

g o .i n g d o w n t o t h e d o c k ? " t h o u g h y o u ' r e g o i n g the  s a m e dire- c t i o n ? 

you a lways  say? " I ' m  g o ing  up t o  c h u r c h . "  C I aughsll You never  say ,

" I ' m  g o in g  down t o  c h u r c h . "  I d o n ' t  know why? but people- j u s t

never  say? " I ' m  g o ing  down t o  c h u r c h . "  But I n o t i c e d  i t  when I 'm

g o in g  down. How come t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  go up t o  church?  You go 

down. So then? i t ' s  on f l a t  land.  But most v i I  I ages? because  o f  

how they ' r e *  s i t u a t e d ?  where th e  church i s?  ended up on a hi  I I .

Maybe t o  s tand  out b e t t e r .

Students  Was t h e r e  any i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  the  l o ca l  T l i n g i t  or Haida

II i n a u d i b l e ] .  They were  l o c a t e d  p r e t t y  f a r  away.
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AS; Yeah? t h e r e  was no i n t e r m i n g l i n g  o f  T l i n g i t s  and A l e u t s .

Wei I ? the  few A l e u t s  tha t  went out t o  S i t k a  t o  he lp  th e  Russ ians  

go t  s l a u g h t e r e d  b e f o r e  they  go t  ashore .  T h a t ' s  as c l o s e  as th e y  

g o t !  L' laugh s.  I But? now l i k e  any o t h e r  b r in g  the  church back i n (

I c ou ld  go  t o  S i t k a  and s i n g  t h e  same songs the  T l i n g i t s  s i n g  in 

church.  The church a lways  g e t s  t h e r e  II laughs II. Anybody e l s e ?

S tuden t :  II i n a u d i b l e ]  o f  e l d e r s ,  a long t ime  ago ,  used t o  c l a i m

tha t  th e y  cou ld  f o r e t e l I  the  f u t u r e .  Was happenings  in  World War

I I  f o r e t o l d  by t h e  e l d e r s ?

AS: Y ea rs  back,  b e f o r e -  I would say back in the  3 0 ' s,  I used t o

hear o I d men an d women t  a I k i ng and t h e y ' d say ,  " Th er  e-' s g o :L n g t  o b e 

a w a r . "  You know. But th ey  never  meant wi th  who— s a i d  w i t h  who. 

They f e l t  t h e r e 1 was a war coming.  But I th i n k ,  through t h e i r  

h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e  was a war somewhere a I I a l on g .  There  was a lway s  a 

war.  I mean, even in our s o c i e t y ,  we ’ 1 I spend so  many y e a r s  in 

peace  and then we'  I I have a war, you know. I t ' s  j u s t  a lmost  

au tom at i ca l  l y .  And I th ink  a I I t h i s  i s  p o p u l a t i o n  g e t s  t o o  b i g ,  

you have t o  ki  I I them o f f ,  you know II laughs II. No, I d i d n ' t  meant 

i t  l i k e  t h a t !  S o c i e t y  in i t  sc* I f s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  does  t h i s ,  t o  f e ed  

t h e i r  more or l e s s  hungry p e o p l e .  And t h e r e  was someth ing  e l s e

h e r e .  Oh! When you ment ioned p r e d i c t i o n s .  I was my u n c l e ,  r e s t

h i s  soul  , Mat f ay ,  he was an o l d  man, but he- was— I t o l d  you 

y e s t e r d a y  th a t  t h e  e l d e r s  t aught  t h e i r  young ones t o  hunt s e a l s  and 

t o  o b s e r v e  wea th e r .  My unc l e  was a weather  o b s e r v e r  and we l i v e d  

upt own . Downtown was the* A I aska communi ca t  i ons o f  f  i ce  and th e  GI 

who ran t h e  s i g n a l  c o rp s  went down t h e r e  e v e r y  morning t o  g i v e  

weather  t o  th e  f i shermen ,  which came on o f f  the  t e l e t y p e .  But on 

h i s  way down, h e ' d  s t op  at  my u n c l e ' s  and say ,  " W e l l ,  Mat fay?
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w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  happen t o d a y ? "  My uncle'  would t e l  I him th e  wind

was g o in g  t o  come out o f  the  w e s t ? "We'  I I have r a i n  t h i s

a f t e r n o o n . " Or > "Te l  I your wi f e  not t o  wash c I o t h e s  t o d a y . " He 'd  

go down and g i v e  t h e  weather  r e p o r t s  th a t  came o f f  t h e  t e l e t y p e ?  

then h e ' d ,  "But Mat f a y  s a i d . . . "  II l aughs ]  and g i v e  th e  weather .  We 

had p e o p l e  who s t u d i e d  the  wea the r .

I st . i l  1 wonder why they  d i d n ' t  ea t  c rab !

LB: Because i t  was b e l i e v e d  tha t  c rab  had f ed  on th e  c o r p s e s  o f

t h o s e  who had drowned and whose b o d i e s  were  not r e c o v e r e d .  Crabs 

w e  r e  c a n n i b a I s .

AS: Such a d e l i c i o u s  food t o  E I aughs I!.....

Students  Did your unc l e  he lp  you l ea rn  how t o  read th e  wea the r?

AS: No, I 'm  one o f  t h o s e  A l e u t s  tha t  wasn ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  in the

b e g i n n i n g ,  you know, when I was young.  I ........in f a c t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I

d i d n ' t  g e t  home u n t i l  I was t went y~ f i  v e . And by then I di  dn ' t

understand A l eu t  or speak A l e u t .  I unders tood  A l e u t ,  but I d i d n ' t  

speak i t .  But through n e c e s s i t y  I l ea rned  i t .  Because my unc l e  

spoke t o  me* in A l e u t .  I wanted t o  know what he was s a y i n g .  I 

wanted t o  t a l k  back t o  him. And I l i v e d  w i th  my aunt and she spoke 

A l e u t .  So in e v e r y d a y  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  I I earned i t .  T h e r e ' s  some* 

p e o p l e  say ,  "Gee? I f o r g o t  A l e u t .  I ' v e  been gone f o r  so  long? I 

f o r g o t  A l e u t . "  I t ' s  the* pe r son .  I f  you want t o  l ea rn  . i t ,  you' re*

g o ing  t o  l ea rn  i t ?  and I d:i.d» In f a c t . . .

L B: T h e r e ' s a q u e* s t  i o n t h e* r e*.

AiD: /es

Students  Could you speak some A l eu t  f o r  us? I mean? j u s t  a sh or t  

s t o r y  or someth ing?  I ' v e  never  heard the* language*.



ASs You ft ever  heard th e  language  be* f o r e .  Okay? l e t ' s  s e e  what I 

could  t e l l  you.  What can I t e l l  you E I aughsl l? I 'm t r y i n g  t o  th ink  

o f  a sho r t  A l e u t  II i n a u d i b l e ]  II l a u g h s ] .  I won ' t  te*l I you about 

C i  n aud ib l e l l .  Okay? t h i s  i s a s t  o r y ? a s h o r t s t o r y . I * m g o i n g t o 

m a k e i t s h o r t e r t h a n i t a c t u a I I y i s .  A b o u t t w o b r o t h e r s . II s p e a k s 

A l e u t ] .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h r e e  sent ences?  I t h in k .  But i t ' s  so  long

and i t ' s  such a n i c e  s t o r y ?  I h a t e  t o  cut  i t  sho r t  II l a u g h s ] .  But

t h a t ' s  the  A l eu t  l anguage .  I t  sounds l i k e  t h a t .  A n d . . .

S t  u d e* n t s When y o u w e* r e a c hi  I d ? w a s t h e r e a -  -■ t h i n g s w e r e i n

w r i t i n g  were  t h i n g s — t h i n g s  were* in w r i t i n g  in  th e  A l eu t  language?

in  the  b i b l e  f o r  the  church C i n a u d i b l e ] .  What kind o f  a lp h ab e t  was

t her  e?  I s  i t  I i ke II i naud i b I e ]  . » .

ASs They used the* Russian a l p h a b e t .  So? and then the* AI e u t s ? I 

was t e l  l i n g  you about t h i s ?  t h e  A l e u t s  had t h e s e  two g ' s  and x ' s  

t ha t  had t h e  caps  on i t .  So t h e y — the  Russ ians  had i t  and t h e y ' r e  

c a p p e d I e 11 e r s „

Students  A re  some o f  the  A l eu t  II i n a u d i b l e ]  th e y  sound l i k e  

Russ ian?

ASs We have  borrowed words.  We have words th a t  we borrowed from 

the  Russ ians  so  a l o t  o f  our A l e u t  words? when you hear Athabascans

say them -and even Eskimos say  t h e  same word.  But i t ' s  a borrowed

word l i k e  " c h a i u " ,  you know. T h a t ' s te*a. But Athabascans  say 

" c h a i n "  t o o .  Tea.  Because th e  Russ ians  brought  th e  t e a  and t o l d  

them t h i s  i s  " cha iu "?  so t h a t ' s  where i t  came from.

LBs And th e  Russ ians  borrowed th e  word from t h e  Ch inese !

ASs II l aughs ]  So t h e r e ' s  a l o t  o f —-somebody was ask in g  me in here?



I n o t i c e d ?  okay? a r e  the  A l e u t s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  any o th e r  

A I a sk an Na t i  ve  g roup.  I don ' t  k n ow b ec aus e I ' m n ot  an 

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  or  something  l i k e  that?  but l i n g u i s t i c a l l y ?  we a r e  

r e  I a t  e d o r c o u s i ns t  o t h e E E  s k i rn o .. R e e d  w h a t ' s h e r n a m e '

LB; I r e n e .

AS; I r e n e  Reed.  I t ook a summer co ur se  he re  in N a t i v e  Languages? 

and I r e n e  was one o f  my i n s t r u c t o r s .  So was Michael  Krauss .  She* 

put up an Eskimo word? and she t o l d  us A l e u t s  what th a t  word meant.

I f o r g  e t  wh at  wor d i t  was and h ow i t went.  And t hen sh e sa i d ?

"Now? I 'm  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h i s  word? I 'm  g o in g  t o  change a co up l e  

l e t t e r s  in i t ?  and i t '  I I become an A l eu t  w or d . "  And sure  enough? 

she j u s t  changed th e  sounds o f  d i f f e r e n t  s y l l a b l e s ?  and i t  became 

an A l e u t  word.  So through t h i s  th ey  know th e y  a r e  r e l a t e d  

l anguages .  You know? t h e y ' r e  not f o r e i g n  t o  each o t h e r .

Somewhere? way back? t h e r e  must have been one spoken l anguage .  But 

by s e p a r a t i o n  and [ i n a u d i b l e ! ]  t h e y  changed.

S tuden t :  Can you t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  about the  o r i g i n s  o f  th e  A l e u t

p e o p l e ?  Where d id  th e y  come from? When?

AS; T h i s  i s  c u t e !  T h e r e ' s  someone smar ter  t o  t a l k  about i t  than 

me [ l au gh s3.

Student: :  You mean a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n s  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  A l e u t

II i n aud i b I e 3 „ W h at  d o t h e an t h r op o 1 og i s t s  t h i n k w as t  h e or  i g i n o f  

the  A l e u t  p e o p l e ?  What do t h e  A l e u t  p e o p l e  th ink  th e  o r i g i n  was?

AS: Do you th in k  you cou ld  answer them? I have  a l e g e n d . . .

LBs A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  about them -p rob l ems .  There  i s

an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  on the  i s l a n d  o f  Unangula Csp.?3? in  the  

N i c k o r s k i  Csp.?II Harbor on tha t  i s l a n d .  The dates?  oh? maybe n ine



thousand y e a r s .  Bu t? you see*  t h e y ' r e  o n l y  s t o n e  t o o l s .  So i f  you 

f i n d  t o o l s ?  you d o n ' t  know who th e  people? were who used i t .  So 

t h e r e  were  p e o p l e  in the  e a s t e r n  A l e u t i a n  i s l a n d s  who used t o o l s  

n i n e  t  h o u s a n d y e  a r s a g o « W h o t h o s  e p e o p I €r w e r e ? w e d o n ■ t  k n o w „

Were t h e y  t h e  d i r e c t  a n c e s t o r s  o f  t h e  Aleuts':-'  P r o f e s s o r  Laugh I in 

b e l i e v e s  t h e y  were? but I th ink  h e ' s  th e  o n l y  one.  A l o t  o f  p e o p l e  

t h in k  tha t  t h e r e* was a g r e- a t b i g g a p b e t w e e n t h e p e o p I e w h o u s e d 

the  Unangul a L'sp.?II as a base and th e  s e t t l e m e n t  th a t  t h e r e  i s  r ea l  

documented a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y  t o  the  modern A l e u t s .  And 

th ey  a r e  a rg u in g  t h i s ?  and i t  i s  a v e r y  hot i s s u e  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c i r c l e s  t o  t h e  p o in t  tha t  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  speak t o  each o t h e r .  So 

b a s i c a l l y ?  i t ' s  a l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  Esk—a l e u t  sp ea ke rs  o r i g i n .  

T h e r e  i s  n o q u e s t i o n tha t  t h e y a r e a s .i a t i c m o n g o I o i d s ? a n d t l-i e* 

cu r r en t  wisdom i s  t ha t  the y  o cc up i ed  p o r t i o n s  o f  the  new c o n t i n e n t?  

and tha t  t h e  a r ea  where Europeans found them? w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  four  

t o  s i x  thousand y e a r s .  T h a t ' s  a I I C i n a u d i b l e ] .  The ex ac t  p r o c e s s  

and e xac t  d a t i n g  i s  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ? in an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s ense .

AS: C i n a u d i b l e ] .

L E$: N o w ? a c c o r d i n g t  o F a t h e r V e n i a m i n o v ? w h o r e c o r d e d AI e u t

l e gends  one- hundred and f i f t y  y e a r s  ago? the  A l e u t s  b e l i e v e  tha t  

th e y  came i n t o  the  i s l a n d s  from the  west? though t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

say t h e y  sp.il led i n t o  t h e  a r c h i p e l a g o  from the  e a s t .  And t h a t ' s  

about i t .

AS: And then t h e r e ' s  a s t o r y  about how th ey  a c t u a l l y  came when

the- two sea  o t t e r s  C l a u g h s i . . .

LB: And then t h e r e ' s  th e  h e i g h t  o f  the  v o l c a n o e s .  You can t a l k

about t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  v o l c a n o e s .

.1:..



AS: I d o n ' t  know t h a t .  I ' m not read  up on i t  I. l a u gh s ] .

LB: When th e  Makushin v o l c a n o  became the  v i c t o r .

AS: The re  a r e  so many t h i n g s  t ha t  Dr. Bl ack knows about and h a s n ' t

t o l d  me abouty t h a t  I c oul d  s i t  he r e  and read  i f  1 had t o  

C i naudi b I e J a l l  the  i n f or mat i on . And we ’ r e v e r  y  f or tunat  e th a t  a 

l o t  o f  the  m a t e r i a l  t ha t  we can go back t o  were p r e s e r v e d  by the  

d i f f e r e n t — t he  Russ ians  and— th e y  p r e s e r v e d  what th e y  had on the

A l e u t .  Most  - I i  n g u i s t  i ca I I y , r e l i  g i ous I y » an d , you kn ow f so we ' r e

v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  tha t  t h e r e  i s  m a te r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o . . .

S t u d e n t » 1 have a few guest  i o n s  t h a t  kind f t i e  in  wi bh the

Russ ian Orthodox Church. When Russ ia  s o ld  A laska  t o  th e  U . S . ? what

happened t o  t h e  p r i e s t s  tha t  were  at  the  Aleutians' :- '  Did t h e y . . .

ASs They remained.  They r e m a i n e d . . .

Students  They remained?

ASs  because  i t  was a government th a t  was s e l l i n g  t h e i r  land.

I t  wasn ' t  t h e  church.  The church s t i l I  e x i s t e d  as a church in 

A laska .  The government was s e l l i n g  the  land and th e  r i g h t s  t o  the  

land? but th e y  w e r e n ' t  s e l l i n g  t h e  church.  The church s t i l I  was in 

ex i  s t e n c e .

Students  The Russ ian p r i e s t s  s t a y ed  on?

ASs Y eah ? an d t h ey  were comp en sa t  ed b y t he c hur ch i n Russ i a ? you 

know. They s t i l I  were pa id  compensat ion from the  church in  Russ ia .

LBs At th e  t im e  o f  the  sa l e?  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  A lask a  c l e r g y

w e  r e  AI ask an N a t i v e s .

Students  Oh r t h e y  were  by then?

24



LB: Oh y e s .  Y e s , I j u s t  ment ioned tha t  the  person who brought  

Or thodoxy  t o  th e  Yup'  i k  was an AI eut  1v urn Atka.

S tuden t :  Wei I , something  e l s e  th a t  I s o r t  o f  wondered about is?

l i k e ,  have the  A l e u t s —- t h e  l a s t  tw en ty  or t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  have  you 

been t r y i n g  t o  do r e s e a r c h  or look back i n t o  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  have 

you gone  t o  Russ ia  any? Or i s  any o f  th a t  kind o f  exchange  go in g  

on?

AS: W e l l ,  l i k e  much o f  any th ing  e l s e  tha t  y o u ' r e  g o in g  t o  do

b u s i n es s  wi t h Russi  a , you c o u Id n ' t have done i t t he I as t  t wenty 

y e a r s  because  th a t  was the  wors t  i c e  age  Claughs]  t ha t  t h e r e  was.

The Russ ians  w e r e n ' t  l e t t i n g  anybody i n t o  anywhere.  Wi th in  the  

l a s t  maybe t en y e a r s  t h i n g s  have been open ing  up a l i t t l e -  b i t  and

we'  I I be ab I e* t o  g e t  I i k e  our church has been ab I e t o  g e t  tu

Russ ia  and t o  communicate wi th t h e i r  church over  t h e r e .  Where they  

c o u l d n ' t  have p o s s i b l e  done t h i s  t en  y e a r s  ago .  So t h e r e ' s  

open ings  be in g  made f o r  us t o  g e t  i n t o  ma te r i a l  th a t  we may be a b l e  

t o  use.  And I i k e  w i th  her ,  j u s t  ment ioned— she was ment i on ing  i t  tu> 

me, but I ' l l  have  her ment ion i t ,  t e l  I her about t ha t  Russian 

exchang e t h e y ' r e  h av i n g .

LB: Smi thson ian  I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  r e a d y in g  an e x h i b i t  o f  A laskan

a r t i f a c t s ,  most o f  i t  T l i n g i t  and A l e u t ,  f o r  the  f i r s t  time* on loan 

from the  S o v i e t  Union t o  the  Un i ted  S t a t e s .  The e x h i b i t  w i l l  open

in the  f a  I I o f  t h i s  y ea r  and wi I  I be open in Washington;  on tour  in

l a r g e  c i t i e s  in the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  I t  w i l l  come t o  Anchorage  two 

y e a r s  from the* open ing .  T h i s  i s  the* f i r s t  t im e  th a t  the* o ld  

Alaskan a r t i f a c t s  from the  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i l l  come back home 

f o r  a v i s i t .

AS: So you s e e ,  t h e r e ' s  tha t  l i t t l e  open ing  be in g  made th a t  you



c ou ld ,  p o s s i b l y  in the* future*? g e t  i n t o  the  a r c h i v e s  the re?  t o o .

St udent s Yeah , seems I i ke th e y  have a 1 ot  o f i nt er e s t  i ng 

i n f o r m a t i o n ? m a y b e «

AS: Wel l ?  thanks  t o w r i t e r s b e f  o r e t h e r e v o I u t i o n t  h a t t Pi e y h a d a

l o t  o f  m a t e r i a l  th e y  had comp i l ed  th a t  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  some o f  our

s tudy  p e o p l e .  L i k e  a l o t  o f  th e  works she works wi th  a r e  Russ ian.  

T h e y ’ re* by t h e  author? not by,  I mean, j u s t  by whoever .  Yes ,  

s o ri'i e b o d y e l s e '  ?

Students  I was j u s t  wondering? so  when the  Russ ians  came up on th e

AI e*ut.i an chain? th e y  t ook  a l o t  o f  a r t  i f a c t s

LBs Wel l ?  t h e  f i r s t  e thnog ra ph i c  museum in  Russ ia  was opened in

the* r e i g n  o f  Pe*te*r the* Great? in the* ear  I y 1700' s .  Su a I I the*

merchants  and s k i p p e r s ,  as pa r t  o f  t h e  commiss ions under which

th e y  were* p e r m i t t e d  t o  engage  in the  fur trade*? t h ey  had t o  supp l y

c u r i o s i t i e s  f o r  t h e  na t i o na l  e t h n o g ra p h i c  museum. And each c a p t a in

brought  home* someth ing ,  and you know how t o u r i s t s  a r e ,  s o u v e n i r s

and so  on. Gove rnors  o f  A l aska  t ook -  i t  was t h e i r  duty  t o  p r u v i d e

e t h n og rap h i c  examples .  And, f o r  example? one o f  th e  g o v e r n o r s  was

f r cm F i n I an d ? an d wh en a l l  t h e F i n n i sh c ap i t a I s wer e  b ur n ed t o t h e

ground and th e  new c a p i t a l ?  H e l s i n k i ?  was bu i l t ?  he c o l l e c t e d  an

enormous col  l e c t i o n  o f  Alaskan a r t i f a c t s .  A l eut?  Eskimo? r i i ng i t ,

Haida f o r  the  new F inn i sh  c a p i t a l .  So the  second l a r g e s t

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  A laskan a r t i f a c t s  in  th e  wor ld  i s  in H e l s i n k i  in

F in l a n d .  I t ’ s g o rg eous !  I t ’ s not  an e x h i b i t ?  i t ’ s i n s t o r a g e .

I t ’ s  e x o t i c  s t u f f .  So? and a l s o  t h e y  opened a museum in S i t k a .  In

1840 t h e r e  was a museum opened in S i tka?  where t h e  be s t  p r o d u c t s  o f

A l eu t  and T l i n g i t  and Eskimo a r t  was e x h i b i t e d .  When th e  army took

nver  A laska  in 1867? and the  L i n a u d i b l e ]  and General  Dav i s  grabbed
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the  c o l l e c t i o n .  Pa r t  o f  i t  s u r v i v e s .  He s o ld  the  remnants t o  the  

Harvard Un i v e r s i  t  y Peabody Museum. I f e e I  i t  shouId come back t o  

A l as ka  a g a in .  I f e e l  i t  was pa r t  o f  the  imper i a l  L i n a u d i b l e ]  m

S i t k a ..

S tudent :  Other than the  Museum o f  Natura l  H i s t o r y  1. i n a u d i b l e ]  and

t h e y ' r e - — th e y  have an e x h i b i t  o f  Alaskan? an A laska  N a t i v e  e x h i b i t ,  

and [ i n a u d i b l e ]  i t ' s  a permanent one or [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

LB: But t h e y ' r e  i t ems  o f  o l den  t imes? [ i n a u d i b l e ]  Russian

[ i n a u d i b l e ]  because  th e y  a l l  were  c o l l e c t e d  a f t e r  1867. Russian 

c o I I ec t i ons go bac k t o t he 1 700'  s .

AS: Oh ? a c o u p l e  more and l e t ' s  go.  Ah? l e t ' s  go.  Okay? thank y>->u

and w e ' l l  s e e  you next  Tuesday.  But be sure  you s i g n  up f o r  I .tape

e n d s ] »


