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[ s i d e  o n e ]

M a r g a r e t  E s k i l i d a  CMED: I b r i n g  t h i s  book h e r e .  I t ' s  a s t o r y

b o o k .  An o l d  t i m e  s t o r y  b o o k .  T h a t  means l o t s  t o  o u r  N a t i v e  

k i d s .  What  we c a l  I t h e  [ A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d  s p o k e n  3.  Means n o t  t o

w o r d  t o  u s .

E l i z a  J o n e s  C E J H :  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] ?

ME: Y e a h , [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  My s i s t e r - i n - l a w  and  h e r

h u s b a n d  j u s t  b e e n  w r o t e  t h i s  s t o r y  h e r e .  S o m e t h i n g  l i k e ?  t h e r e  a r e

t w o  k i d s  h e r e  i n  t h e  b o o k .  T h e y  w i s h e d  t h e  c l o u d  t u r n  i n t o  g o l d .  

And t h e y  g o t  bow and a r r o w ,  and t h e y  p l a y  h u n t i n g .  And t h e y

[ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  and t h i s  b o y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  was g o l d  i n  t h a t  w o o d s .  And

h e w e nt  i n  t h a t  w o o d s and g o t  l o s t .  H i s  d o g w i t h  h i  rn. A n d t  h e y 

g o ,  j u s t  g o .  He go a r o u n d  w i t h  t h a t  d o g .  Go a r o u n d .  He c o u l d n ' t  

f i n d  h i s  w a y .  Now t h i s  what  b o y  we c a l I  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  

T h a t ' s  bad  w i s h .  He w i s h e d  t h a t  c l o u d  t u r n  i n t o — make h i m  l o s t .  

A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e y  p l a y  w i t h  f i s h  o r ,  what  do y o u  c a l I  

t h e m ,  f r o g ?

E J : [ g i v e s  A t  h a b a s c a n  wo r d  3,  uh h u h .

ME:  Y e a h ,  t hem t h i n g s  t o o .  What d i d  y o u  c a l I  i t ?

E J :  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .

ME:  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  T h e y  p l a y  w i t h  t h a t ,  t o o .  T h a t
1

t a l k  b a c k ,  o r  n o t  t o  do t h i n g s  b a d .  T h a t  o n e  wo r d  i s  r e a l l y  b i g



makes t h e m d r o w n s .  C a u s e  al  I t h e  t r o u b l e .  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  word. ]  

i s  a b i g  t h i n g .  How we f i n d  o u t  who— y o u  know? k i d s  d o n ' t  p a y  

a t t e n t i o n  l o t s  o f  t i m e .  I f  we t e l  I them? " J u s t  d o n ' t  do t h a t , 

d o n ' t  do  t h a t ? "  t h e y ' r e  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t o  do i t .  And t h e y  d o n ' t  

l i s t e n .  T h e y  do i t  a n y w a y ,  u n t i l  we s a y  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  

E v e r y b o d y  s t o p s  r i g h t  t h e r e .  So t h a t ' s  a b i g  w o r d .  I t ' s  a b i g

w o r d  f o r  a N a t i v e .  We t e a c h  t h a t  t o  k i d s  l o t s .  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s

[ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  h e l p e d  t hem 

c h i  I d r e n  t o  b e h a v e  a n d ,  y o u  know,  n o t  t o  do l o t s — I i k e  a t r i b e  we

g o t ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  do  bad m a r r i a g e .  T h a t ' s  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]

t o o .  O f  who t h e y  d o n ' t  know,  y o u  know,  t h o s e  s t r a n g e  come? T h a t ' s  

n o t  r i g h t  t o  do i t .  T h o s e  a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  I t e a c h  k i d s  down t h e r e .

I g o t  a b o u t  e l e v e n  o r  t w e l v e  k i d s  I t e a c h  a l I  t h e  t i m e .

T h i s  i s  g o o d  s t o r y  t h a t — t h a t  b o y ,  l o s t .  He keep on g o i n g  and 

g o i n g ,  and he  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  f o o d .  He g o t  l o s t .  And he f i n a l l y  l e t  

t h a t  d og g o .  H e ' s  n o t  t i e d  u p .  He j u s t  l e t  h i m g o .  One m o r n i n g

he s l e e p ,  and t h a t  dog went  s o me w h e r e  and c a u g h t  a f i s h .  He

b r o u g h t  a f i s h  t o  h i s  m a s t e r .  And he c o o k e d  t h a t  f i s h  on t h e  f i r e  

and  e a t .  And t h e n  he* t h i n k ,  y o u  know,  "How am I g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h a t  

dog t o  l e a d  me?"  he  t h i n k .  And n e x t  m o r n i n g — t h a t  n i g h t  he  p a i n t  

t h e  I n d i a n  p a i n t  t h e y  a l w a y s  had i n  l i t t l e  b a g .  E v e r y b o d y  u s e d  t o  

c a r r y  t h a t  r e d  p a i n t .  And he g o t  t h a t ,  and he p a i n t e d  t h e  d o g ' s

f o o t .  AI I f o u r  f e e t  he p a i n t e d .  And he went  t o  b e d .  T h e  dog went

t o  b e d ;  s l e e p  t o o .  N e x t  m o r n i n g ,  e a r l y ,  t h a t  dog a l r e a d y  been  

f i s h .  G o t  f i s h .  T h e n  he t r a c k e d  i t ,  and p r e t t y  so on  t h e  p a i n t

we ar  o u t .  And he  s l e e p  a g a i n .  T h e n ,  t h a t  n i g h t ,  he  p a i n t  i t  a g a i n

when i t  s t a y .  I t  l e a d  h i m  t o  t h e  c r e e k ,  r i v e r ,  w h e r e  t h a t  f i s h  i s .

T h e n  he  s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  maybe c o u p l e  o f  d a y s .  T h e n  he

we nt  down t o — he d o n ' t  know w h e r e  t o  g o .  He fol  low t h a t  s t r e a m .

Go down t h a t  r i v e r .  He f i n d  some p e o p l e  down t h e r e .  T h e  o l d ,  o l d



v i I  I a g e  he f i n d .  Most  o f  t h e  h o u s e  g o t  n o b o d y  i n  i t .  B u t  o n e  

h o u s e  I o o k s  I i k e  s o me b o d y  move i n .  T h e y  s t a y  i n  t h e r e .  So he go 

i n  t h e r e  and s t a y .  N o b o d y  a r o u n d .  L a t e r  o n ,  he h e a r  n o i s e .  He 

went  o u t  a g a i n ?  and he s e e  t h a t  b o a t  c o m i n g .  T h e n  he know t h e r e ' s  

p e o p l e  a r o u n d ?  s o  he j u s t  w a i t .  And he* h i d e  i n  t h a t  s t e a m  b a t h  

[ t h a t ]  was n e x t  t o  h o u s e .  O l d  t i m e  h o u s e .  R i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h a t  

b u i l d i n g  t h e y  u s e d  t o  h a v e  i t .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  u s ed  i t  f o r  s l e e p i n g ?  

t o o?  i n  t h e r e .  R e a l l y  warm h o u s e .  He was i n  t h e r e ?  and t h a t  k i d s  

come u p .  T h e y  r u n  up t o  t h e  house?  t wo  b o y s .  And t h e y  say?  "We 

g o i n g  t o  g o  up t o  t h e  h o u s e . "  T h e y  r u n ?  and t h e n  s o m e b o d y  i n  t h e  

h o u s e  make n o i s e  i n  t h a t  s we a t  b a t h  r oom i n  t h e r e .  Them b o y s  g o t  

s c a r e d  and r u n  b a c k .  T h e y  say?  " S o m e b o d y  i n  t h e  h o u s e ! " And t h e  

f a t h e r  g o t  mad and went  u p .  I d o n ' t  know whose dad? he* s ay?  " I ' m

g o i n g  t o  k i I  I h i m . "  He went  up? and  he g o t  h i s  h a i r  and  pu l  I h i m

o u t  t h a t  d o o r ?  and he was g o i n g  t o  k i I  I h i m .  T h e n  h i s  w i f e  s t a r t  

hoi  I e r i n g ?  " D o n ' t  k i I  I h i m ! "  Say? "We need h e l p .  We'  I I make h i m  

s l a v e  f o r  u s . "  Them b o y s  d o n ' t  l i k e  h i m  b u t  t h e y  s t i l l — t h e y  s c a r e

h i m .  The' y d o n ' t  l i k e  h i m .  B u t  t h e y  s a v e  h i s  l i f e .

E J : He was a s t r a n g e r ?

ME: Yeah? he  s t r a n g e r .  He was t h i s  l o s t  b o y .  And t h e n  h e —

e v e r y  t i m e  t h e y  come go h u n t i n g ?  he  s t a y  t h e r e .  And when t h e y  

come? he h e l p ?  y o u  know? b r i n g  meat  up and a I I t h e i r  s t u f f .  He 

d o n e  l o t  o f  h e l p .  F i n a l l y ?  he w e nt  some l i t t l e  r o a d .  T h e y  s a y  n o t  

t o  g o  t h e r e ?  b u t  he went  down t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  t r a i l ?  y o u  know.  Why 

t h e y  d o n ' t  w a nt  h i m  t o  g o .  S o meb o dy  t h e r e  met h i m .  He s ay?  " I  c an  

show y o u  w h e r e .  Yo u  l o o k  l i k e  y o u  wa nt  t o  go home.  I know w h e r e

y o u  home*?" he  s a y .  " Y o u  h a v e  t o  make t h r e e  b o a t s .  T h r e e  l i t t l e  

b o a t s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n s i d e .  I n  o n e  f i t  i n  a n o t h e r .  And y o u  g e t  

s o m e . "  "How I g o i n g  t o  g o ? "  he s a y .  " I  g o t  no h e l p . "  " Y o u  c a n



g e t  y o u  some p e o p l e .  I know s o me b o d y  can h e l p  y o u , " he s a y .  So he

makes b o a t s  and t h e y  d o n ’ t  know,  t h e m o t h e r  p e o p l e .  He k i  I I t h a t

man,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  man t h a t  was g o i n g  t o  k i  I I h i m .  L a t e r  on he* k i  I I

h i m .  He k i c k  a r o u n d  e v e r y b o d y  he d o n ' t  l i k e .  And f i n a l l y ,  he went

b a c k .  He g o t  t h a t  b o a t ,  and t h e  l i t t l e  woman show h i m  how t o  go 

and w h a t  h e l p  h e  g e t s  f o r  h i m .  He went  down i n  t h a t  b o a t .  Two 

h e l p e r  he  g o t .  And he t o l d  t h e m ,  " Y o u  g o t  t o  go t h r o u g h  three* 

f a l  I s  d o w n ,  a I I t h e  way down,  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  I f  y o u  f a l l  , one

f a l  I y o u  w e n t  d own,  t h a t  one b o a t  g o i n g  t o  b r o k e .  T h e n  y o u  come t o

o t h e r  o n e ,  and  a n o t h e r  o n e  g o i n g  t o  b r o k e .  And t h e n  t o  l a s t  one 

y o u  g o ,  when y o u  went  d o w n , "  he s a y ,  " D o n ' t  j u s t  g e t  o u t ,  and y o u  

b e t t e r  s h u t  y o u  e y e  e v e r y  t i m e ,  y o u  know,  f a l l . "  "Down t h e r e , "  he 

s a y ,  " y o u  g e t  some k i n d  o f  a t r e e ,  y o u  wheel  a r o u n d ,  y o u  g e t  g r a b  a 

h o l d  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b e f o r e  y o u  o p e n  y o u r  e y e s , "  he s a y .  When t h e y

we n t  down t o  t h a t  l a s t  o n e  he d i d ,  he go f i n d  a t r e e .  And he j u s t

s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e ,  s h u t  h i s  e y e s .  T h e n  he o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s ,

r e c o g n i s e d  w h e r e  t h e y  c u t  wood and e v e r y t h i n g ,  b y  t h a t  w a t e r  w h e r e

t h e y  g e t  w a t e r .  And l a t e r  on he  j u s t  s t a y e d  t h e r e .  H i s  b r o t h e r

c o m e s .  B u t  he d o n ' t  know who he wa s ,  h e ' d  been g o n e  s o  l o n g .  He*

went  and t e l  I h i s  m o t h e r ,  s a y ,  "My b r o t h e r ,  I  t h i n k  my b r o t h e r  up

t h e r e . "  She* be* I I h i m ,  " D o n ' t  t a l k  a b o u t  h i m ,  h e ' s  g o n e .  He* d i e d . "

And he mak e— he' t e l  I h i s  mama, " Y o u  go up and see' h i m . "  He went  up 

s e e  h i m .  I t  was h i m .  He g r e w  u p ,  t o o ,  b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  y o u  know.  He

g e t  b i g g e r .  T h e n  he come b a c k .  J u s t  somehow h e — t h i s  means t o

k i d s ,  y o u  know,  t e a c h  k i d s  how t o  g o  b y  when the*y g o  g e t  l o s t  a n d ,  

y o u  k n o w,  i t  t e a c h  u s .

S t o r y  l i k e  t h i s  t h e y  u s e d  t o  t e l  I u s .  T h e r e ' s  s o  many s t o r i e s  

t h e y  t e l  I u s .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t i m e ,  w i n t e r  t i m e ,  y o u  know,  l ike* 

n o t h i n g  t o  do o u t d o o r  a f t e r  a l I  p l a y .  When t h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  t o

t e l  I s t o r i e s .  Summer t i m e  we d o n ' t  g e t  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .
4



Summer t i m e  t e l  I s t o r i e s .  T h e y  g o t  w o r k  t o  do t h e n  b e f o r e .  So 

t h a t ' s  wha t  t h e  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]  i s .  T h a t  l o t s  o f  t h i n g s  

c a n  h a p p e n .

E J :  So t h a t  b o y  came home t o  h i s  f a m i l y .

ME:  H i s  f a m i l y .  He make i t  b a c k  b y  h i m s e l f .  And t h a t  d o g , I

g u e s s  he  l o s t  i t ?  s o  many y e a r s .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  was n i c e ,  y o u  

know.  I t o l d  t h a t  t o  my g r a n d c h i l d r e n *  t o o .  T h i n k  a b o u t  h o w . . .

E J :  So he  w e n t  down t h r e e  l e v e l s .

ME:  T h r e e  down w a t e r f a l I s . . .

E J :  T h r e e  w a t e r f a l l s . . .

ME:  Yeah* uh h u h .

E J :  And t h e  b o a t  t h a t  he  made? i t  w a s — he made t h r e e  b o a t s . . .

M E : Y e a h  * o n e .  Um hmm, y e a h .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  f a l  I s .  B u t  t h e y

g o i n g  t o  b r o k e .  One b r o k e  and t h e n  t h e y  g o t  t w o  mo r e  l e f t *  and 

t h e n  t h e y  c o u l d  go  d own.  And t h e  o t h e r  one b r o k e  and t o  t h e  l a s t  

o n e .  T h e n  he  g o t  home a f t e r  t h a t .

E J : A r o u n d  home? when we t e l  I s t o r i e s *  when p e o p l e  a r e  l i s t e n i n g

t h e y  say* " Mmmm* mmmm."

ME: Um hmrn* o u r  p e o p l e  t h a t  way t o o .  B u t  no m o r e .  K i d s  d o n ' t  d

t h a t .

E J : Oh * y e a h .

ME:  Y o u n g  k i d s .  L i k e *  k i d s  l i k e  t h a t .  S o m e t i m e s  we j u s t  g a t h e r

a r o u n d  t a b l e *  y o u  know* t e l  I s t o r y .  And t h e y  j u s t  l o v e  l i s t e n

[ i n a u d i b l e ! ]  [ l a u g h s ] .  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  We d o ,  u s ,  y o u  know.  We do



same t h i n g .

E J :  So? l o n g  a g o ,  when p e o p l e  t e l  I s t o r i e s ,  p e o p l e — t h e  s t o r y

t e l  I e r  s i t s  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and e v e r y b o d y  s i t  a r o u n d ?

ME: Um hmm. Y e a h .  Some p e o p l e  r e a d y  t o o ,  t h e y  d o .  E v e r y b o d y

j u s t  s i t  d o w n .  E v e n  t h e  o l d e s t  p e o p l e  u s e d  t o  t e l  I i t  o u t ,  y o u

know,  s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  and we u s e d  t o  l i s t e n .  T h e n  we know what  

i t  mean s .  We t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t o o ,  what  t h e y  t e l  I u s ,  y o u  know.  

What  i t  m e a n s .  Why.  T h e y  t e a c h  u s  l o t s .

E J : Um hmm. And do y o u  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  t e l  l i n g  t h i s

k i  nd o f s t  o r  i  e s ?

ME:  Um hmm. We s a y ,  " C A t h a b a s c a n  s p o k e n 3 . "  T h i s  means,  " W i n t e r

s h o r t  and summer l o n g . "

E J :  Um hmm. And y o u  s a y  t h a t  a t  t h e  end o f  e v e r y  s t o r y ?

ME:  Y e a h .  Y e a h ,  t h e n  we know s t o r y ' s  en d .

E J :  Um hmm. So i t ' s  l i k e  p r a y i n g  f o r  s h o r t  w i n t e r  and l e t  t h e

summer be  I o n g ?

ME: Um hmm, y e a h .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  r e a l l y  n i c e  f o r  k i d s  t o  l e a r n

b a c k — I know o u r  k i d s  i s  n o t  l i k e  u s ,  y o u  know,  when we g r o w  u p .

And k i d s ?  wha t  t h e y  know i s  make t h e m t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g .  I know most

o f  my a g e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a I I o t h e r s ,  and my d a u g h t e r s  t h e y

d i f f e r e n t .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  know— t h e y  g r e w  up w i t h  t h i s .  T h e i r

g r a n d p a  was l i v i n g  t h e n ,  my d a d .  H e ' s  l o t s  o f  h e l p .  O l d  p e o p l e  i s

r e a l l y  h e l p i n g  o u r  k i d s .  T h e y  l i k e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e m .  I f  we j u s t

d o n ' t  t a l k ,  we d o n ' t  t e l  I n o t h i n g  n o b o d y ,  how t h e y  g o i n g  t o  know,

how t h e y  g o i n g  t o  l e a r n ?  K i d s  c a n ' t  l e a r n  n o t h i n g .  T h e y  j u s t  go

and do w h a t  t h e y  w a n t .  Run a r o u n d .  T h e y  d o n ' t  e v e n  know i t ' s  b a d .
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Y o u  know,  we t o l d  them l i k e  [ A t h a b a s c a n  wo r d  s p o k e n  ] ,  y o u  know,  

a f t e r  d a r k  t h e y ' r e  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t o  r u n  a r o u n d ,  t o o .  No t  s u p p o s e d  

t o  g o  o u t .  Maybe y o u  p e o p l e  t h a t  way t o o ?  A f t e r  n i g h t ,

[ A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d  s p o k e n  ]  t o  g o  a r o u n d  n i g h t ,  d a r k  o u t d o o r s .

E J : How a b o u t  how g i r l s ,  how t h e y  t r a i n e d  g i r l s  when g i r l s  w e r e

g r o w i n g  u p ,  l i k e  when y o u  w e r e  y o u n g .  D i d  y o u  h a v e  s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  

t r a i n i n g ?

ME: Y e a h ,  we had t r a i n i n g .  A b o u t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  s t a r t  t o

t r a i n .  L i k e ,  y o u  know,  t h e y  had l i k e  c a p e ,  a h o o d ,  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  

t h a t  l o n g .  T h e n  t h a t  t h a t  hood t h a t ' s  on t h e r e  g o t  f r i n g e  a r o u n d .  

Y o u  c a n ' t — n o b o d y  can s e e  o u r  f a c e .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  f u n n y ,  t h a t  we

l a u g h  a t  i t  now.  Yo u  know,  how we u s e d  t o  s t a n d  i t .  I went

t  h r o u g h  i t  myseI  f .

E J :  Um hmm. So y o u  p a r e n t s  made t h i s — what  do y o u  c a l  I i t ?  We

c a l I  i t  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .

ME:  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] ,  we c a l  I i t .

E J : [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] ,  uh h u h .  And i t ' s  a h a t ,  o r  i t ' s

k i n d  o f  a h o o d ,  l i k e ,  t h a t  g i r l s  w o r e  d u r i n g  p u b e r t y  p e r i o d .  A f t e r  

f i r s t  when t h e y  g e t  t h e i r  p e r i o d .  T h e y  h a v e  t o  go t h r o u g h  t h i s  

w h o l e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a w h o l e  y e a r .

ME:  W h o l e  y e a r .  And t h e n  t h e y  g o t  on t o p  what  t h e y  p u t  on i f  t h e y

g e t ,  y o u  know,  moose [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  T h e y  c u t  a l i t t l e  o f f .  C a r i b o u  

and s t u f f .  E v e r y t h i n g .  A n y  k i n d  o f  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  t h e y  g e t .

A n i m a l s .  T h e y  b o u n d  i t  up and t h e y  p u t  p u t  t hem on t h e  s i d e ,  

b u t t o n s  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  y o u  know.  T h e y  make b u t t o n s .

E J :  Oh,  t h e y  d e c o r a t e  i t .
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ME: Y e a h ,  t h e y  mo l d  i t  t o  make n o i s e .  I d o n ' t  know why t h e y  do

t h a t .  I  d i d n ' t  a s k  t h a t .

E J : Maybe t h a t ' s  t o  c h a s e  away t h e . . . [ I a u g h t e r ]

ME: Maybe t h e y  know w h e r e  y o u  a r e  t h a t  way [ l a u g h s ] .

E J : S o ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  h o u s e  b y  y o u r s e l  f o r .  . .

\
ME: Y e a h .

E J : . . . i  n a r  oom?

ME: Um hmm, i n  a r o o m.  You s t a y e d  t h e r e . . .

E J : I t  was i n  y o u r  p a r e n t ' s  h o u s e ,  t h o u g h .

ME: Uh h u h ,  sew a l I  t h e  t i m e .  W o r k .  E a r l y  m o r n i n g  c u t  wood,  g e t

w a t e r .

E J :  T h a t  was b e f o r e  e v e r y b o d y  g e t  u p ?

ME:  Y e a h .  T h e y  make b u t t o n  o u t  o f  what  t h e y  c a l I  m i c a .  S o m e t i m e s

t h e y  c a l l  i t  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  We c a l l  — I t h i n k  i t ' s  m i c a .  I n  t h e  

w a t e r  t h e y  g e t  i t .  You know,  some t h e y  g e t  b i g g e r  p i e c e s .  And i t  

l o o k  l i k e  b u t t o n .  We g o t  one c r e e k  down a t  C h i t i n a  way t h a t  we 

f i n d  t h o s e .

E J :  Oh,  w h a t  y o u  c a l I  i t ?

ME:  Oh,  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]  we c a l I  i t .

E J : [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .

ME:  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]  L o o k  l i k e  b u t t o n .  I t  [ i n a u d i b l e ]

l i k e  b u t t  o n .
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E J : Oh,  uh h u h .  I s  i t  some k i n d  o f  s e a s h e l I  o r  s o m e t h i n g ?

ME: We l l ?  i t ' s  a l m o s t  l i k e  i t ,  b u t  i t ' s  f r o m  m o u n t a i n .  Mi c a?  I 

t h i n k  t h e y  c a l I  i t .  W h i t e  p e o p l e  c a l I  i t .

E,J:  Um hmm. And what  t h e y  u s e  i t  f o r ?

ME:  B u t t o n .

E J :  Oh,  t h e y  u s e  i t  f o r  b u t t o n .

ME:  Uh h u h ,  t h e y  make b u t t o n  o u t  o f  i t .

E J : And d i d  t h e y  p u t  t  h a t  on t h e  [  g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]? t o o ?

ME:  Y e a h ,  uh h u h .  Y e a h , t h e y  p u t — w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  y o u

know.  T h e y  p u t  i t .  Oh,  t h e y  make p r e t t y !  Up f r o n t  t h e r e ' s  l o t s  

o f  t h i n g s .  Y o u  c a n ' t  s e e . N o b o d y  c o u l d  s e e  o u r  f a c e .

E J :  Um hmm. Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  o f  t h i s  p a s s e d  a r o u n d  a n y m o r e ,  o r

w h a t . . .

ME:  N o b o d y  g o t  i t  a n y m o r e .  No,  t h e y ' v e  been  g o n e  a l o n g  t i m e .

S e e ,  I was t h e  l a s t  o n e ,  I t h i n k ,  down t h a t  way.

E J : What  d i d  y o u  do w i t h  y o u r s ?

ME: I d o n ' t  know what  h a p p e n e d  t o  i t  [ l a u g h s ] .  L o t s  o f  t i m e  I

t h i n k ,  y o u  k n o w,  why d i d n ' t  I s a v e  t h a t  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] .  

W e ' v e  b e e n  m o v i n g  t o o  much,  t o o ,  y o u  know.  I c a n ' t  kee p  n o t h i n g .  

E v e n  t h a t  k n i f e ,  y o u  know,  l i k e  I t e l  I y o u ,  t h e r e ' s  a c o u p l e  o f  

k n i f e .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a v e  i t  now.  I t h i n k  a b o u t  r e a l l y  l o t ,  b u t  we 

c a n ' t .  I d o n ' t  know why we d o n ' t .  We n e v e r  t h i n k  n o t h i n g  l i k e  

t h i s ,  b e c a u s e ,  y o u  know,  i t ' s  j u s t . . .

E J :  I t  was s o m e t h i n g  y o u  u s e  e v e r y d a y .
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ME: Y e a h ? I d i d n ' t  know now w e ' d  n eed  t o  show i t  t o  k i d s ,  t o o .

T h a t ' s  w h a t  we n e v e r  know.  We d i d n ' t  know.

E J : And w h a t  k i n d  o f  f ood  w e r e  y o u  a l l o w e d  t o  e a t  d u r i n g  t h i s

t  i  me?

ME:  T h a t  t r a i n i n g ?

E J :  Uh h u h .

ME: Oh? t h e y  g a v e  u s  f o o d  j u s t  what  t h e y  e a t  t o o .  Same t h i n g .

Meat  and C i n a u d i b I e ] . . .

E J ;  Wer e  y o u  a I l o wed  t o  e a t  f r e s h  f o o d ?

ME:  F i s h .  Yeah? we e a t  f r e s h  b e r r i e s  and s t u f f .

E J :  Uh h u h .  W e r e  y o u  a I l owed t o  e a t  f r e s h  meat and f r e s h  f i s h ?

ME:  N o t  r e a l  l y  f r e s h  m e a t .  T h a t ' s  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ]  ( t o o .

E J :  Oh? o k a y ?  oh o k a y .  So t h e y  a t e  ag e d  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

ME:  Yeah? uh h u h .  A b o u t  maybe t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s .  We a l w a y s  a g e

t h a t  much now? t o o ?  i f  we c a n .  N a t i v e s  d o n ' t  e a t  r e a l  l y  f r e s h

m e a t .

E J :  Oh? o k a y ?  s o  y o u  a t e  y o u r  f o o d  a l i t t l e  b i t  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ?

ME:  Yeah?  uh h u h .  F i s h ?  we e a t  f r e s h  f i s h .  T h a t  o n l y  t h i n g  we

c an e a t  i t  f r e s h .  F i s h ?  g r a y l i n g  and s a l m o n .  A n y t h i n g .

E J :  What  a b o u t  b e a r  m e a t ?  Wer e y o u  a I l owed t o  e a t  b e a r  meat  a t

t h a t  t i m e ?

ME: Some p e o p l e  u s e d  t o  e a t  i t ?  b u t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t .  We n e v e r  e a t

i t .  S o m e t i m e s  my dad and mama e a t  b l a c k  b e a r  m e a t .  Us k i d s  d i d n ' t
10



c a r e  f o r  i t .  I f  we h u n g r y  we w i I  I e a t  i t ?  b u t , y o u  know? t h e r e ' s  

no n e e d  when we g o t — i f  we d o n ' t  want  i t  we w o u l d n ' t  e a t  i t .  Now 

when we h u n g r y  we j u s t  e a t  a n y t h i n g ,  when p e o p l e  h u n g r y .

EJ ‘ : And d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e , -  t h e y  t e l  I y o u  s t o r i e s ,  t o o ,  a b o u t  how t o

b e h a v e  and  s t u f f ?

ME: Um hmm.

EE J : What  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  d i d  t h e y  t e l  I y o u ?
i
j

ME:  Oh,  b e h a v e  i s  w h a t — we d o n ' t  g o  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  h o u s e ,  t o o .

And t h e y  kee p  u s  home.  You know,  t h a t ' s  a bad h a b i t  t o  g o .  Some

p e o p l e  n ow,  t h e y  k i d s  y o u  c a n ' t  h a r d l y  h o l d  t h e m .  T h e y  want  t o

s t a y  o v e r n i g h t  s o m e w h e r e .  T h a t ' s  what  I c a n ' t  s t a n d .  My g i r l s  g o t  

k i d s ,  y o u  know.  T h e y  want  t o  do i t .  I j u s t  s t a r t  h o l l e r i n g ,  " G e t  

down w i t h  t h e m  r i g h t  n o w . "  I c a n ’ t  h e l p  i t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I

r a i s e d  u p ,  y o u  know.  I t o l d  t h e m ,  " No !  Y o u  c a n ' t .  Y o u  g o t  y o u r

own home.  What  i f  s o m e b o d y ' s  h o u s e  b u r n e d  up and y o u  g o i n g  t o  be 

i n  t h e r e ?  We c a n ' t  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u  s o me w h e r e  e l s e . "  So t h a t ' s  my 

w o r d  a I I t h e  t i m e  t o  k i d s .  I d o n ' t  —  ' c a u s e  we n e v e r  g r o w  up t h a t  

w a y .  We s t a y  home a I I t h e  t i m e .

E J :  A f t e r  t h i s  o n e  y e a r  p e r i o d  when y o u  t o o k  y o u r  C g i v e s

A t  h a b a s c  an w o r d  H o f f . . .

ME: One y e a r  a f t e r ,  y e a h .

E J : . . . d i d  y o u  w e a r  a b a n d a n n a  o r  a n y t h i n g .  O r . . .

MEE: Somet  i  m e s , y e a h  »

E J :  OEi, uh h u h . I know women a r o u n d  home u s e d  t o  wear  b a n d a n n a s

and t h e y  a l w a y s  had i t  way o u t  l i k e  t h a t .
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ME: Y e a h .  S o m e t i m e s  we u s e d  t o  u s e  t h a t .  We u s ed  t o  s t a y  a c r o s s

t h e  r i v e r  a I I t h e  t i m e .  We d o n ' t  s e e  p e o p l e ?  t o o .

E J : Oh? y o u  w e r e  k i n d  o f  i n  camp l i k e ?  Uh hu h .

ME: Yeah? uh huh? w h e r e  t h e y  t r a p  and  f i s h ?  and we d o n ' t  go down

u n t i l — I f o r g o t  wha t  y e a r  t h a t  s c h o o l  s t a r t .  B I A  s c h o o l  . 

O t h e r w i s e ?  we d o n ' t — we s t a y  i n  t h e — a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  y o u  know.  

W e ' r e  h u n t i n g  and  t r a p p i n g .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  we l e a r n .  O t h e r w i s e ?  i f  

we g o  t own? s t a y  s omewher e?  y o u  know? b i g  v i I  I ag e  o r  s o m e t h i n g ?  

t h e n  we n o t  g o i n g  t o  I e a r n  n o t h i n g .  I t ' s  l i k e  now? now k i d s  s t a y  

i n  t o w n .  AI  I t h e y  want  i s  comb t h e i r  h a i r  good and d r e s s  up n i c e  

and j u s t  d o n ' t  e v e n  t h i n k  a b o u t  wash d i s h e s  or  g o i n g  t o  mop f l o o r  

and b r i n g  wood i n .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  t h e y  g o t  now.  Now 

d a y s  i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  I f  I j u s t  g r o w  up l i k e  t h a t  I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  

n o t h i n g  n o w.  I ' m  g l a d  I know o u r  way? r e a l  ly? I know a l o t — so 

mu ch.  Re* a I l y  means l o t s  t o  me? t h a t  o l d  way b a c k .  Y o u  know?

p e o p l e  t e l l  s t o r y .  I l i k e  t h a t ?  t o o .  I had g r a n d —u n c l e  and

g r a n d p a .  I o n l y  know one g r a n d p a .  My m o t h e r ' s  dad d i e  l o n g  t i m e .  

O n l y  my d a d ' s  f a t h e r .  He come f r o m a r o u n d  he r e ?  t o o .  Down h e r e  

w h e r e  t h e  S o l j a ?  o r  t h e y  c a l I  i t  S o l j a ?  o r . . . ?

E J :  Oh,  S a l e h a !

ME; Yeah? S a l e  h a .  II i n a u d i b l e ]  t h e y  u s e d  t o  c a l l  i t ?  l o n g  t i m e

a g o .  C i n a u d i b l e ] .  Now S a l c h a  t h e y  c a l I  i t .

E J :  Oh!

ME:  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  he come f r o m .  He g o t  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e .  I t

s o u n d  l i k e — s o u n d  l i k e  Yu k o n  l a n g u a g e .  I d o n ' t  know w h e r e  he come 

f r o m  r e a l  l y .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  lie was b e f o r e  h e  met my g r a n d m a .
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E J : So he  s p o k e  a d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e  t h a n  y o u r  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  t h e n ?  

ME: Y e a h .  LJh h u h .  Yo u  d o n ' t  know A n d r e w  I s a a c ?

E J :  Uh h u h .

ME:  Yo u  know h i m ?  T h a t ' s  my c o u s i n .  H i s  dad i s  a c o u s i n  t o  my 

g r a n d p a .  O s c a r ,  O s c a r  A n d r e w  a t  T a n a — what  do y o u  c a l l  i t ?  

T a n a c r o s s .

E J : Um hmm. L a s t  y e a r — t h e r e ' s  an o l d  l a d y  t h a t  d i e d  h e r e  l a s t

y e a r .  S h e  s p o k e — I g u e s s  s h e  s p o k e  t h e  S a l c h a  l a n g u a g e .  I t  was 

r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .

ME:  Y e a h ,  I know.

E J :  O n l y  h e r  d a u g h t e r  s p e a k s  i t  now.  What i s  h e r  name? Oh g o s h .

S t u d e n t :  H e r  l a s t  name was B a r n a b a s .

E J :  Oh!  B e s s i e  B a r n a b a s .  Yo u  must  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  h e r .

ME:  Oh y e a h ,  I know h e r ,  t o o .  Y e a h .

E J :  Y e a h ,  uh h u h .  I n  some o f  h e r  s t o r i e s  s h e  t o l d ,  s h e  s a i d  s h e

was a y o u n g  woman when t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  p e o p l e  came t o  F a i r b a n k s .

ME: Y e a h .

E J : Um hmm. She was a l r e a d y ,  y o u  know,  s h e  was t e e n a g e r  t h e n ,  I

g u e s s .  So  s h e  must  h a v e  been  p r e t t y  o l d  when s h e  d i e d .  T h e y  

d i d n ' t  h a v e  a r e a l  good  r e c o r d  o f  h e r .  Her  a g e .  I g u e s s  h e r . . .

ME:  Y e a h ,  i t ' s  h a r d  l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  y o u  know.  N o b o d y  know what

y e a r  we b o r n .  O n l y  how t h e y  f i n d  o u t  m i n e  i s  t h a t  t h a t  r a i l r o a d

came t o  C h i t i n a  13 0 9 .  And 19 1 0 ,  t h a t  y e a r  a f t e r ,  t h a t ' s  when I

b o r n .  O n l y  way  t h e y  know.  O t h e r w i s e  n o b o d y  know.  N o b o d y  know
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w h a t  y e a r  p e o p l e  b o r n .

E J :  So  when y o u  w e r e  b o r n ?  t h e n  t h e r e  was no m i s s i o n a r i e s

a r o u n d ?  s o  y o u  w e r e n ' t  b a p t i s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  t hen ?  h u h ?

ME: No t  when t h e y ' r e  b o r n .  No? n o t  u n t i l  when I g r o w  up a l r e a d y .

I was a b o u t ?  maybe? s e v e n t e e n .  T h a t ' s  when t h a t  R u s s i a n . . . Y

E J : R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x ?

ME:  Yeah? t h e y  come.  T h e y  b a p t i s e  k i d s  and u s .

E J :  Uh h u h .  So i s  most  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m C h i t i n a  R u s s i a n

Or t  h o d o x ?

ME:  Yeah?  uh h u h .  No? we d o n ' t  know w h a t — a b o u t  t h a t .  Not

r e a l  l y?  we d o n ' t  know n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ?  y o u  know.  We* know t h e y  a r e  

d o i n g  i t  f o r  God o r  some.  We know t h a t ?  b u t  we d i d n ' t  l e a r n  

n o t h i n g  f r o m  i t .

E J :  Oh? t h e y  d i d n ' t  e s t a b l i s h  a n y  c h u r c h  i n  t h a t  a r e a .

ME:  Uh u h . T h e y  had u s e  one house?  b u t  a I I t h e y  do i s ?  y o u  know?

s i n g  and t h e  p e o p l e  [ i n a u d i b l e ] , ,  A f t e r  t h a t  we g o t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  

came t o  C h i t i n a  1937? I t h i n k  t h a t  wa s .  Real  m i s s i o n a r y .  He d i e d  

[ i  n a u d i b I e ] .

E J : What  c h u r c h  he  g o  t o?  I  w o n d e r .

ME:  N o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l ? I g u e s s .

E J :  Oh.

ME:  When t h a t  c h u r c h  t h a t  come i n  C h i t i n a .  T h e n  we l e a r n

s o m e t h i n g .  We I e a r n  a b o u t  B i b l e  and? I d o n ' t  know? t h a t  f i r s t

t i m e ?  y o u  know? he t a l k  a b o u t  son o f  God?  Oh? I d o n ' t  know what  he
14



t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  How come? How c o u l d  b e ?  You know,  I was a l r e a d y  

o l d e r  t h a n  my— I g o t  l i t t l e  k i d s ,  t o o .  Roy  was l i t t l e .  He was

a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d ,  I g u e s s .

E J :  When t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  came t o  C h i t i n a ?

ME:  Y e a h .  T h e n  we l e a r n e d  f r o m t h e m .  I r e a d  a l i t t l e  b i t  f r om

t h e m .  B i b l e .  B i b l e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I c o u l d  r e a d ,  now,

t o o .  I d o n ' t  know a n y  b o o k ,  t o o .

E J :  Um hmm. D i d  a n y b o d y  w o r k  on t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  B i b l e  i n  y o u r

I a n g u a g e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?

ME: I do  some now.  Y e a h .  L i k e  s o n g  and s t u f f .  Some B i b l e

s t o r i  e s .

E J :  I f o r g o t  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s .  S t u d e n t s  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s

y e s t e r d a y ,  and I f o r g o t  t o  b r i n g  i t  w i t h  me.

ME: T h a t ' s  g o o d !  We t a l k  t o o  much h e r e .  Yo u  g i r l s  a r e  g o t

q u e s t i o n s .  Y e s t e r d a y ,  t o o ,  we d i d  t h e  same t h i n g .  We f o r g o t  y o u  

g u y s  C l a u g h s ] !

E J ; And t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  know i f  y o u  h a v e  g h o s t  s t o r i e s .

ME:  G h o s t ?

E J :  Uh h u h .  T h a t  was o n e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  S c a r y  s t o r i e s .

ME:  Maybe we g o t  some t o o .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y . . .

E J :  Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  a n s w e r  i t  t o d a y .  Maybe y o u  c o u l d  t h i n k

a b o u t  i t  and  t h e n  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  l a t e r .

ME: Y e a h .  I know t h a t  woods  p e o p l e .  T h a t ' s  one t h i n g  we g o t .

T h a t ' s  a t r u e  s t o r y ,  t h a t  o n e .
I cr
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E J : What  do y o u  c a l I  i t v

ME: [ G i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] ? we c a l l  i t .

E J :  [ R e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] ?

ME: [ R e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  name]? y e a h .

E J :  [ R e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] .

ME: Y e a h .

E J :  Uh h u h .  Okay? [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n ame]  means — how do y o u

t r a n s l a t e  t h a t ?  [ r e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] .

ME: " Y o u  h a r d l y  s e e  t h e m . "  S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  y o u  know.  I t ' s

maybe y o u  s e e  l i t t l e  b i t . . .

E J :  Y o u  n o t i c e  t h e m e v e r y  now and t h e n .  Um hmm.

ME: . . . t h e n  y o u  d o n ' t  s e e  i t  no more? y o u  know.  J u s t  l i t t l e ?

s o m e w h e r e .  T h e y  d o n ' t  s e e  i t .  B u t  i t  a l w a y s  b o t h e r  p e o p l e ?  us ed  

t o  be b e f o r e .  L i k e  he d o n ' t  h u r t  p e o p l e ?  o n e  t h i n g .  And he* t o o k  

k i d s  a w a y .  L i t t I e  o n e s .  E v en  I i k e — we I I ? n o t  r e a l  I y  t o o  smal  I .

One t i m e  t h e y  s a y  i t  t r y  t o  t a k e  t h a t  b i g  b o y  a w a y .  L i k e  p r o b a b l y  

s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  M o s t l y  s m a l I  k i d s  he  l o o k  f o r .  I b e l i e v e  i t  

b e c a u s e . . .

E J : He t o o k  k i d s  t o  r a i s e . . .

ME:  Y e a h .

E J :  . . . f o r  h i s  own?

ME:  I  g u e s s  t h a t ' s  w h y .  I d o n ' t  know.  I s e e  what  t h e y  a l w a y s

t e l  I a b o u t ?  y o u  know.  He g o t  g r a s s .  T w i s t e d  g r a s s  a b o u t  t h a t  l o n g
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t h e y  t e l  I . L o n g  t i m e  ag o t h e y  t e l  I . When I was a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s ,

el  e v e n  I  g u e s s ?  I s e e  C a t ]  f i s h  camp t h a t  o u r  t e n t  was s h a k e  t h a t

n i g h t .  I d o n ’ t  know what  h a p p e n e d .  My s i s t e r  t e l  I me I was a s l e e p  

a I r e a d y .  And my mom been as  I e e p  a I r e a d y ?  t o o .  I t u I d  t h e m n e x t  

day? y o u  know? l a s t  n i g h t  t h a t  bed n e t  we h a d — t h e y  g o t  t h e i r  own 

and u s  k i d s  g o t  o u r  own bed n e t  f o r  m o s q u i t o e s ?  y o u  know.

E J : Oh? m o s q u i t o  n e t ?  uh h u h .

ME: Yeah? uh h u h .  I t o l d  t hem t h a t  my s i s t e r  t o l d  me t h a t  bed n e t

was s h a k e .  T h e n  t h a t  one dog l o o k e d  o n e  way? t h a t  wa y .  Where

n o b o d y  a r o u n d .  So  we s t a r t  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d  t h e r e  t h a t  day? my a u n t — 

— I g o t  t w o  a u n t s ?  my d a d ' s  s i s t e r s .  We l o o k  a r o u n d .  We s a y  we s ee

t r a c k s  s o m e t h i n g  I i k e ?  y o u  know— I was j u s t  s c a r e d .  I n e v e r  l ook

a r o u n d  much? y o u  know.  I j u s t  ha n g  on t o  my m o t h e r . T h e n  my a u n t

went  t o  t h a t  b r u s h ?  w i t h  b r u s h  a r o u n d  i t  and g r a s s  i n s i d e ?  y o u

know.  T h a t  g r a s s  p a r t  t h a t  was s h o r t ?  r e a l l y  s o f t .  She went  l o o k  

i n  t h e r e .  Sh e  s ay?  " L o o k  a t  h e r e !  T h e r e ' s  t r a c k  h e r e ?  n o w . " I n  

t h a t  g r a s s ?  b i g  t r a c k s  i n  t h e r e .

E J :  L o n g ?

ME: Um hmm. J u s t ?  y o u  know? j u s t  s t a n d  t h e r e .  And s h e  went  i n

t h e r e .  S h e ' s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  g o t  m o r e — s h e ' s  b i g g e r .  She g o t  number  

n i n e  s h o e s  s h e  w e a r .  So s h e  went  i n  t h e r e  and s t e p p e d  i n  t h a t .

She say?  " T h i s  n o t  p e o p l e .  T h i s  s o m e t h i n g - — t h i s  n o t  h u m a n . "  W i t h  

b i g  f e e t ?  y o u  know.  T h e n  s h e  r e a c h  d o wn .  " L o o k  a t  t h a t ? " s h e  s a y .  

T h a t  g r a s s .  Now? t h a t ' s  what  I h e a r d  a b o u t ,  y o u  know.  When I was

smaI I t h e y  t e l  I a b o u t  i t .  T h a t  g r a s s .  T w i s t e d  g r a s s .

E J : What  —  i t  t  wi  s t  s - I t ' s  p i c  ked and i t ' s . * -

ME: Yeah? i t ' s  t w i s t e d .  T h e n  y o u  t w i s t  i t  b a c k .  I t  c a n — y o u
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know? t h e y  t w i s t  i t  o n e  way? t h e n  i t  g o  b a c k .  L i k e  r o p e ?  what  t h e y  

d o .  Yeah? t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  i s .  L i k e  r o p e .  So? t h a t ' s  when I saw 

i t .  O t h e r w i s e ?  I w o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t .  I f  I d o n ’ t  s e e  i t .

T h e n  we h e a r  t h a t  w h i s t l e  l o t s  o f  t i m e s .  J u s t  us? we h e a r  t h a t  

o n e .  Me and Roy  when we g r o w  u p .  We went  a r o u n d  e a c h  wa y .  We saw 

some k i n d  o f  a w h e a t .  T h a n  I n d i a n  m e d i c i n e ?  We went  and g e t  o u r  

c a r .  " L e t ’ s  p i c k  t h a t ? "  we s a y .  We [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

E J : I ’ l l  t u r n  t h i s  a r o u n d .

[ s i d e  t w o ]

ME: And t h e n  my d a u g h t e r  was i n  t h e  c a r  w i t h  h e r  b a b y .  A n i t a ?

s h e ’ s  a b o u t  t w e n t y - s e v e n  y e a r s . . .

E J :  Y o u  w e r e  on t h e  h i g h w a y ?  t h e n ?

ME:  Yeah? V a l d e z  r o a d .  T h e n  we h e a r d  t h a t  w h i s t l e .  T h a t  f i r s t

t i m e  I  e v e r  h e a r d  i t ?  t o o .

E J : Y o u  w e r e  i n  t h e  c a r ?  o r  y o u  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r ?

ME: I  was w i t h  Roy  up on t h e  h i l l  t h e r e .  J u s t  a l i t t l e  ways  f r o m

us? t h a t  w h i s t l e .  J u s t  l i k e  what  t h e y  t e l l  s t o r i e s .  I h e a r d  t h a t

on e  f o r  m y s e l f .  I  h e a r d  t hem t a l k  a b o u t  i t ?  b e f o r e .  And t h e n

o t h e r  t i m e  I h e a r d  i t  i s  way up [ w h e n ]  we h u n t ?  me and Mi l  l i e  and 

h e r  h u s b a n d .  Y o u  know Mi I I i e ?  my d a u g h t e r . And s h e  t o o k  I i t t l e  

d o g s .  Sh e  w a l k s  a r o u n d  w i t h  l i t t l e  d o g s  down t h a t  h i l l  t h e r e .  And

I was i n  t h e  c a r .  T o o  much m o s q u i t o e s ?  g n a t s .  T h e  b o y s  went

h u n t i n g ?  and t h a t  t r a i l  i s  up t h a t  w a y .  P r e t t y  s o o n  we h e a r  t h a t  

f u n n y  w h i s t l e .  L i k e ?  y o u  know? I n e v e r  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  

b e f o r e .  M i l  l i e  j u s t  s t a n d  t h e r e ?  t o o .  She come p r e t t y  s o o n .  She 

s t a n d  a g a i n ,  l i s t e n .  And we h e a r d  a g a i n .  She g r a b  h e r  dog and
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r u n  !

B o y ,  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a r e — I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  When we 

camp,  y o u  k n o w,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  F i s h  camp,  we r e a l l y  s m e l l e d  

t h a t  t i m e .  I t  s m e l l  l i k e  e t h e r .  Yo u  know,  t h e y  s a y ,  t h e  s t o r y  

t h e y  t e l  I i s — i t  make p e o p l  e p a s s e d  o u t ,  y o u  know,  I i k e  y u u  g i v i n g  

s h o t , y  o u k n o w .

E J :  Oh ,  i f  t h e y  g e t  t o o  n e a r .

ME: Y e a h ,  a n d  t h e y  s m e l l  i t .  J u s t  l i k e  e t h e r .  T h e y  c a n  s l e e p  and

p a s s  o u t  f r o m  i t .  Yo u  know,  f i s h  camp we d o n e  l a s t  y e a r  t w o  y e a r s  

a g o ,  we was down t h e r e .  My g r a n d c h i I  d r e n  and my d a u g h t e r  was 

t h e r e .  We j u s t  c u t  t h a t  b r u s h  [ s o ]  t h a t  w i n d  go t h r o u g h  t h a t  f i s h  

r a c k ,  y o u  k n o w,  w h e r e  we g o t  f i s h .  B e l o w  t h e r e  we c u t  g r a s s  and 

c u t  . . .

E J :  So t h e  f i s h  r a c k  c a n  g e t  l o t s  o f  w i n d ?

ME: Y e a h ,  l o t s  o f  w i n d .  And h e r e  was l i t t l e  b r u s h .  Not  t o o  b i g .

Maybe h e  was i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know.  P r e t t y  so on  I c u t  t h a t

b r u s h ,  y o u  know.  P r e t t y  so on  we d o n e .  I s a y ,  " Oh,  we g o t  t u  gu 

w a i t .  And g o t  t w o  k i d s  h e r e  and h e l p  m e . " Yo u  know,  t h e y  pu l  I i t  

o t h e r  w a y ,  t h a t  b r u s h ,  and t h e n  I c u t  i t  w i t h  k n i f e .  P r e t t y  s o o n  I

sine I I s o m e t h i n g  l i k e ,  down h e r e ,  s p r a y .  L i k e  e t h e r .  I t o l d  t hem

k i d s ,  " What  smel  I now? S o m e t h i n g  smeI  I h e r e . "  I d o n ' t  know what  

was i t .  I d i d n ' t  e v e n  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t .  T h e y  s a y ,  " Y e a h ,  s o m e t h i n g  

b a d , "  t h e y  s a y .  And I s t a r t  c u t t i n g  a g a i n ,  and I c u t  t h a t  l a s t  

o n e .  T h e n  m o r e — I b r e a t h e  w i t h  i t .  I t  j u s t  seemed l i k e  i t  j u s t  

r a n  my,  y o u  k n o w — I d o n ' t  I i k e  i t .  When I went  f r o m f i v e  mi I 

f r o m  C h i t i n a  we c a mp e d .  A l l  way down I j u s t  [ b r e a t h e s  o u t ] .  I t r y  

t o  g e t  i t  o u t .  B o y ,  t h a t  was s o m e t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know wha t  he g o t ,  

a n y w a y .  W e l l ,  we l e f t .  We s a y ,  " L e t ' s  g o .  T h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g

19



a r o u n d . "

E J :  T h a t  was  a r o u n d  y o u r  camp?

ME: Y e a h .  T h a t  dog was b a r k  f u n n y .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  was b e a r .  I

t o l d  t h e m k i d s ,  "Now b e a r  c o m i n g ,  h u r r y  u p . "  Dog i s  s o m e t h i n g

w r o n g  w i t h  h i m .  T h a t ' s  what  he was d o i n g .  I c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  a b o u t  

t h a t ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  c a l I  i t ,  g h o s t ,  some mor e .

E J : T h e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n — o n e o f  t h e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  a s k e d

wa s ,  " What  k i n d  o f  games d i d  y o u  p l a y  when y o u  w e r e  a c h i l d ?  What 

k i n d  o f  g a me s  d i d  c h i l d r e n  p l a y ? "

H E : W e l l ,  t h e y  p l a y e d  j u mp  r o p e  and s t u f f .  And o t h e r  t h i n g s .  You

s t a y  a r o u n d  and  j u mp  o v e r  t h e  s t i c k .  W i t h  l o n g  p o l e .  T h e y  jump 

w i t h  t h a t ,  t o o .

E J : Oh,  p o l e  v a u l t .

ME: And t h e n  t h e y  p l a y  some k i n d s  o f  games t o o ,  l i k e . . .

E J :  D i d  g i r l s  p l a y  t h a t  t o o ,  o r  was t h a t  j u s t  f o r  b o y s ?

ME: Y e a h ,  g i r l s  p l a y  t h a t  t o o .

E J : Oh,  uh h u h .

ME: Y e a h .  As  l o n g  a s — t h e y  a I I smaI I , y o u  know.  We a I I srnal I .

We u s e d  t o  p l a y .  T w e l v e  y e a r s  a g e s .  F o u r t e e n ,  t h i r t e e n .  T h e r e ' s  

some o t h e r  g a me s  t h e y  p l a y ,  t o o .  L i k e  c h i p p e r ,  y o u  know,  o l d  

t i m e  c h i p p e r .

E J :  What  y o u  c a l I  t h a t ?  Do y o u  h a v e  a name f o r  t h a t ?

ME: [ G i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] ,  uh u h . [ G i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] .

E J :  [ R e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] ?
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ME: Urn hmm. T h e y  d o n ' t  p l a y  l i k e  now.  You know? t h e y  p l a y

d i f f e r e n t  way? t h a t  games.

E J :  Y e a h .

ME: At  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  t h e y  p l a y e d  a n o t h e r  way.

E J : W h i c h — w h a t  t h e y  u s e d ?  What y o u  need  t o  pI a y  t h a t  game?

ME: T h e y  g o t  b o a r d s ,  y o u  know.  Same a s  c h i p p e r  now.  B u t  t h e y

l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  t h e y  p l a y  b e f o r e .  T h e y  b l o c k  up t h a t .

E J :  T h e  r u l e s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t .

ME:  Uh h u h .  Same t h i n g .  T h e y  g o t  t w e n t y - f o u r  c h i p p e r s .  B u t  t h e y

b l o c k  up t h a t ,  y o u  know,  t h i n g .  T h e n  t h e y  p a i n t  i t .  I t ' s  a l m o s t  

same t h i n g .

E J :  Um hmm. And i t ' s  c a l l e d  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a me 3?

ME: [ R e p e a t s  A t h a b a s c a n  n a m e ] ,  y e a h .  Yo u  c a l  I i t  d i f f e r e n t  way':-'

E J :  [ G i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  name]  [ l a u g h s ] .  A r o u n d  home,  t h e y  u s e d  t o

pI a y  w i t h  a b r o o m ,  t o o .  When y o u  t a k e  a b r o o m ,  and y o u  p u t  i t  

down,  and y o u  t r y  t o  t w i s t  a l I  t h e  way a r o u n d  l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  

e v e n  b e n d  o v e r  now.  Yo u  u s e d  t o  pi  a y  t h a t ,  t o o  ^

ME: Um hmm, y e a h .

E J : Uh h u h ,  t o  s e e  who c o u l d  g e t  t h e  c I o s e s t  t o  t h e  f I o o r  and 

s t u f f .  Do y o u  h a v e  a name f o r  t h a t  o n e ,  t o o Y  Or i s  i t  j u s t . . .

ME: No,  we d o n ' t  h a v e .  J u s t  p l a y  t h a t  o n e .  T h e y  u s e d  t o  t a k e

s t i c k  i n  warm w e a t h e r ,  t o o ,  y o u  know.  Who g o i n g  t o  b e a t  o t h e r  

o n e s ,  y o u  k n o w,  b a r e f o o t e d .  Up n i c e  t r a i l .  N o t h i n g  on t h e  r o a d ,

21



s o  t h e y  r u n  n i c e  s o f t  w e a t h e r  days?  w i n t e r  t i m e .

E J :  S e e  who c a n  r u n  t h e  f a r t h e s t ?

ME: Y e a h .  S o m e b o d y  c o u l d  p u t  t h e  s t i c k  t h e r e .  And t h e n  maybe

a n o t h e r  o n e  g o i n g  t o  c a r r y  i-t m o r e .

E J : Oh!  T o  s e e  who c an  go t h e  f u r t h e s t  b a r e f o o t .

ME: Y e a h ,  f u r t h e s t .  And t h e n  t h e y  c a n ' t — n o b o d y  b e a t  t h i s  guy?

y o u  know,  t h e n  h e  b e a t  t h e m .  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

E J :  Uh h u h .  My h u s b a n d  s a i d ,  h i m  and h i s  b r o t h e r s  and h i s  c o u s i n s ,

he s a i d ,  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  t h e y  u s e d  t o  r u n  o u t  and t h e n  

t h e y  r u n  down t o  t h e  l a k e  and t h e n  t h e y  r u n  b a c k .  And t h e y  a l w a y s  

t r y  t o  b e a t  e a c h  o t h e r .  See who c o u l d  r u n  t h e  f u r t h e s t  [ l a u g h s ] .

ME: Y e a h ,  t h e y  u s e d  t o  do t h a t .  S n o w s h o e s ,  t o o .  R a c e ,  t h e y

r a c e d .  J u s t  p l a y .

E J :  What  a b o u t  d a r t  games,  l i k e  i n  t h e  summer o r  s p r i n g t i m e ?

ME: Y e a h ,  t h e y  u s e d  t o  do t h a t ,  t o o .  T h e y  make t h e m ,  y o u  know,

l i k e  s t i c k .  A l I  my g r a n d s o n  do t h a t .  T h e y  d o  now.

E J : L i k e  s p e a r  and t h e y  make— t h e y  t h r o w  t h i s  h o o p ?

ME: Y e a h .

E J : Uh h u h .  S o m e b o d y  t h r e w  t h e  h o o p ,  and t h e y  t r y  t o  p o k e  a h o l e  

o r  p o k e  t h e  s p e a r  t h r o u g h  i t  a s  i t ' s  r o l l i n g  down? Or  d i f f e r e n t ?

ME: No,  t h i s  o n e  j u s t  d i f f e r e n t .  A n y t h i n g  t h e y — l i k e  t h e y  t r y  t o

h i t  s q u i r r e l , b u t ,  y o u  know,  s q u i r r e l  i s  f a s t .  So t h a t ' s  wha t  t h e y  

l i k e .  T h e y  l i k e  b o t h e r  s q u i r r e l  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  f a s t .  When t h e y  

c l i m b  t r e e ,  t o o .  So many k i d s ,  y o u  know,  g e t  on t h a t  t r e e  and t h e y



t  h r  ow i t  d own II i  n a u d  i b I e ]  .

E J :  Do y o u  wa n t  t o  t a k e  a s h o r t  b r e a k ?

[ p a u s e  f o r  b r e a k ]

E J :  O k a y .

ME:  What  e l s e  we g o i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t ?

E J :  Sh e  w a n t e d  t o  know a b o u t  b e a d w o r k .

ME: O h , b e a d w o r k .  Yeah? we u s e d  t o  w o r k  l o t s  w i t h  b e a d w o r k .

E J : Do y o u  s t i l I  do  i t ?

ME: I s t i l I  d o  i t *  y e a h .  I s t i l I  do i t .  I s h o u l d  b r i n g  some,  b u t

i t ' s  n o t  on l e a t h e r ,  a h i d e .  I t ' s  l i k e  a n e c k l a c e  and e a r r i n g s .

E J :  T h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  o f  b e a d w o r k  y o u  do i n  y o u r  a r e a ,  h u h ?

ME:  No,  we do t h a t  h i d e s ,  s l i p p e r s ,  and a l I  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,

t  o o .

E J : Oh,  o k a y .

ME:  D r e s s ,  y o u  know.  E<eadwork.  E<ut , what  I do now i s — what  I

g o t  i s  t h a t  e a r r i n g  and b e a d w o r k .

E J :  What  a b o u t  l o n g  t i m e  a g o ?  How d i d  t h e y  d e s i g n  c l o t h i n g  i n

y o u r  a r e a ?  D i d  t h e y  u s e  p o r c u p i n e  q u i I  I s  and l i k e  t h a t ?

ME: Y e a h .

E J : L o n g  t i m e  a g o ?

ME: Y e a h ,  p o r c u p i n e  q u i I  I s  i s  wha t  t h e y  u s e .

E J :  D i d  y o u  e v e r  s e e . . .



ME: D i d  y o u  s e e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  d r e s s  t h a t  woman— I saw y o u  on o t h e r

book down o v e r  t h e r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ?

E J :  Uh h u h .

ME: T h a t  k i n d  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  t h a t  some k i n d  o f  d r e s s  t h a t  t h e y  make?

and t h e n  t h e y  u s e  t h a t  h i d e ,  s k i n .  C a r i b o u  s k i n — I mean , s h e e p  

s k i n .  See? t h a t  b u t t o n  was h e r e ,  t o o .  And t h e y  c an  u s e  t h e  o l d  

d a y s .  Way b a c k  i s  u s ed  e v e n  b o t t o m  h e r e ,  t h a t  hem? P o r c u p i n e  

q u i  I I » T h e y  p u t  o n .  B u t  i t ' s  h i d e ,  s k i n .  T h e y  c a n ' t  do i t  (on 

c I o t  h .

E J :  When t h e y  u s e d  t h e  p o r c u p i n e ?  how d i d  t h e y  do i t ?

ME: T h e y  w r a p p e d  i t  a r o u n d  t h a t  s i n e w .  T h e n  t h e y  s t i t c h  i t  i n .

T h e y  w r a p p e d  i t  a r o u n d  s i n e w .

E J : D i d  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f l a t t e n  i t ?

ME: Y e a h ,  t h e y  f l a t t e n  i t .

E J :  O k a y ,  t h e y  f l a t t e n  i t .  So t h e y  p u t  a s t i t c h  a c r o s s  and t h e n

t h e y  f o l d  i t  o v e r ?

ME: Y e a h ,  urn hmrn. Y e a h ,  a r o u n d  t h a t  s i n e w .  T h e y  t w i s t  i t  a r o u n d

and t h e n  t h e y  p u t  i t  o n .

E J :  So t h e y  k eep f o l d i n g  i t  b a c k  and f o r t h  l i k e  t h a t .

ME:  Um hmrn. J u s t  as  t h e y  s t i t c h e d  i t ,  p u t  i t  o n .  T h e y  do t h a t  t o

y a r  n , t o o . [ i n a u d i  b I eII „

E J :  D i d  t h e y  d y e  t h e  q u i I  I s ,  t h e  p o r c u p i n e  q u i  I I s ?

ME: Uh h u h ,  y e a h .  We g o t  some k i n d  o f  d y e ,  t o o .  Ou t  o f  w h e a t ,



y o u  know,  g r a s s ,  and t h o s e  r e d  t h i n g s .  I d o n ' t  know what  t h e y  c a l  I 

t h e m.  I know t h e y  u s e d  t o  b o i l  i t  and d y e  w i t h  i t .

E J : G r a s s ' ?

ME: Y e a h ,  and t h e n  some k i n d  o f  w h e a t .  I t ' s  a b o u t  t h a t  l o n g ,  I

t h i n k .  T h e r e ' s  l o t s  o f  r e d  s t u f f  on t o p .  I d o n ' t  know what  t h e y  

c a l l  i t .  Some p e o p l e  s a y  t h e y  e a t  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  t o o .

E J : W h e r e  d o e s  i t  g r o w ?

ME: J u s t  ( a n y w h e r e ,  down t h a t  wa y .  I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  a r o u n d  h e r e .

L o t ' s  o f  t h i n g s  we d i d n ' t — we f o r g o t ,  t o o ,  y o u  know.  T h a t ' s  a l o n g  

t i m e  a g o ,  t h e y  c a l l  i t .  Oh,  I ' v e  been  t o o  many y e a r s  w i t h  w h i t e  

p e o p l e ,  t o o .  I ' v e  been w o r k i n g  t e n  y e a r s  A n c h o r a g e  a t  h o s p i t a l .

E J :  Y o u  w o r k e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ?

ME:  Y e a h ,  I w o r k e d  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T a k e  c a r e  o f  d i e t  and a l I ? s o

I ' m  c r a z y  C l a u g h s 3.  I ' m  n o t  s m a r t  a n y m o r e .  T o o  much w o r k ,  b o y ,  

t h a t ' s  b a d .  T h e n  I came b a c k .

E J : So y o u  l i v e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  and w o r k e d ,  h u h ?

ME: Y e a h .  T w e l v e  y e a r s  I was o v e r  t h e r e .  I w o r k e d  t e n  y e a r s  i n

t h e  h o s p i t a l  . T h e n  I c a n  b a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e  t o  G l e n  a I I e*n.

My d a u g h t e r s  d o n ' t  want  t o  s t a y  home,  y o u  know.  E v e r y t h i n g  f a l I  

o v e r  t h e r e .  B i g  b u i l d i n g .  L i k e  t h o s e  h i g h  b u i l d i n g s ?  And t h e y  

d o n ' t  l i k e  t h a t .  A n c h o r a g e  h o s p i t a l  i s  a l I  c o r n e r s .  E v e r y t h i n g  

l i g h t  h a n g i n g  d o w n ,  y o u  know.  Oh yeah?  b u i l d i n g  was bad 

II i  n a u d i  b I e l ! .

E J :  So y o u  w e r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e  when i t  h a p p e n e d ?

ME:  No ,  I was home.



E J :  Oh.

ME: T h e y  t o l d  me t h a t  bed? y o u  know? g o t  r o l l e d  u n d e r .  Wheel s?

t  h e y  j u s t  g o  a I I o v e r  t h e r e .  AI I t hem p a t i e n t s .  Was r e a l  l y  

t e r r i b l e .  So  t h e y  t o l d  me come b a c k  and s t a y  home? now.  T h e y  

d o n ' t  w a n t  me— I come b a c k  i n  ' 6 4 ?  I t h i n k ?  e a r t h q u a k e  wa s .  T h e n  I 

g o t  a n o t h e r  j o b  up t h e r e .  I w a s — a b o u t  y e a r ?  I guess? I n e v e r  

w o r k .  Went  home? and I d r a w e d  t h a t  u n e m p l o y m e n t ?  what  t h e y  c a l I . 

T h e n  t h e  s c h o o l ? I g o t  j o b .  T h e r e  I g o t  a n o t h e r  t e n  y e a r s .  I j u s t  

g o t  no t i m e  t o  t a l k  my l a n g u a g e ’? t o o .  I t  j u s t ?  n o b o d y  ( t a l k  my 

l a n g u a g e ?  s o  I j u s t  t a l k ?  y o u  know? w h i t e  p e o p l e  and k i d s .  I w o r k  

w i t h  l o t s  o f  k i d s  t h e r e ?  t o o .  G l e n a  I I e n .  I t  was a b i g  s c h o o l  . . .

E J :  What  k i n d  o f  j o b  w e r e  y o u  d o i n g ?

ME:  T h a t  c u s t o d i a n .

E J :  Oh.

ME:  Work f l o o r  w a x i n g  and a l I  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f .  T a k e  c a r e  o f

s c h o o l  d e s k .  L o t s  o f  w o r k  t h a t  t i m e .  T h a t ' s  good j o b ?  we l i k e  

t h a t .

E J ; So y o u  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  s t u f f  w i t h  y o u  t h a t  a r e  b e a d e d  

s t u f f s ?  huh? e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e a r r i n g s  and t h i n g s ?

ME: Yeah? I g o t  some o v e r  t h e r e .  T h e  e a r r i n g s .

E J :  Uh h u h .  Do p e o p l e  s t i l I  do b e a d w o r k  on moose s k i n s  a n d . . .

MEE: Yeah? um hmm. Yeah? s t i l  I . We s t i l  I do t h a t .  Same as  y o u

p e o p l e ?  t h a t  k i n d  o f  m i t t e n s  and s t u f f .  We do same t h i n g .  

E v e r y b o d y  s e e  tEiat? y o u  know? when t h a t  d a n c e  go o n .  You g u y s  go 

r o u n d  t h a t ?  on t a b l e ?  We do same t h i n g  d i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y 3 ha I I «
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Show t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f .  We d o n ' t  s£*w muk I u k s  s o  much,  b u t  we 

j u s t — I d o n ' t  know,  h a r d l y  a n y b o d y  u s e  i t  now.  T h e y  g o t ,  y o u  know,  

t h e m  b o o t s .  Moon b o o t s  and s t u f f .  E v e r y t h i n g  t o o k  o v e r  d i f f e r e n t  

w a y .  S o  we j u s t  d o n ' t  make t h a t .  We make s l i p p e r  and s t u f f  f o r

o u r  m o c c a s i n s .  L i t t l e  k i d s  . m o c c a s i n s .  K i d s  l i k e  m o c c a s i n s .

E J : What  a b o u t ,  on w i n t e r  b o o t s  we do d e s i g n s  a r o u n d  h e r e .  Do y o u  

do d e s i g n s  l i k e  t h a t ?

ME: Y e a h .  I f  we n eed  i t ,  we do i t .  Uh h u h .

E J : I s  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  b e a d s ?

ME: B e a d s ,  y e a h .

E J : A r o u n d  home we u s e — some women u s e  c a l f s k i n s ,  b l a c k  and w h i t e  

c a l  f s k i n s .  And t h e y  do l i k e  p a t c h w o r k  on t h e r e .

ME: Y e a h .  Uh h u h ,  I know what  y o u  mean.  Y e a h ,  we u s e  t h a t  t o o .

S t u d e n t :  I s  C h i t i n a  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ?  I s  i t  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ?

ME: Y e a h ,  i t ' s  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  I t ' s  j u s t  a v a l l e y ,  uh h u h .

R e a l l y  b i g  m o u n t a i n s  we g o t  t h e r e .  E v e r y w h e r e  j u s t  m o u n t a i n s .

E J : I f  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h i s  map,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  Wr a ng el  I M o u n t a i n s  r i g h t  

t h e r e .

ME: I t ' s  p r e t t y .  I n  s u m m e r t i m e  i t ' s  r e a l  p r e t t y  down t h e r e .

E J : Y o u  c a n  l o o k  a t  t h e  map i f  y o u  w a n t  t o .

ME: We l i v e  r i g h t  i n  t o w n .  T h a t  l i t t l e  t o w n .  I t ' s  g o t  l a k e  i n

t h e r e  a n d  a n o t h e r  l a k e  down t h e r e .  A l I  way down.  Fr om F o u r —M i l e  

al  I way down we g o t  l a k e .  Al  I g o t  f i s h  i n  t h e r e .

E J : T h e r e ' s  C h i t i n a ,  and t h e r e ' s  t h e  W r a n g e l  I — t h e s e  a r e  t h e
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Wr a n g e l  I Mount  a i n s .

ME: We l i v e  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  l ak e ?  t o o .

S t u d e n t :  Y o u  l i v e  r i g h t  i n  t o w n ?

ME: Urn hm rn.

S t u d e n t :  Do t h e y  s t i l I  h a v e  t h e  g h o s t  p a i n t e d  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ?  I

r e me mb e r  when I was I i  1 1 I e  we u s e d  t o  go t h e r e ?  and I re me mb er  t h e y

had a g h o s t  p a i n t e d  on a b u i l d i n g .

ME:  Oh y e a h .  Y o u  b een  down t h e r e ?  T h a t ' s  r i g h t  b e h i n d  t h a t

g h o s t ? b y  t h a t  d o o r ?  b u i l d i n g ?  B e h i n d  t h e r e  t h a t ’ s my s i s t e r ' s  

h o u s e .  And we l i v e  r i g h t  n e x t  t o — b y  t h a t  r o a d ?  a n o t h e r  l o g  house?  

i t ' s  rny d a u g h t e r ' s  h o u s e  t h e r e .  O n c e  we l i v e  way down.  Yo u  s e e

t h a t  t o w n  l a k e  t h e r e ?  T h a t  l a k e  r i g h t  a r o u n d  t h a t  r o a d .  Go down?

t h a t ' s  w h e r e  we l i v e  way down t h e r e .  T h e  l a s t  h o u s e .  A n o t h e r  t w o  

h o u s e ?  o n e  o l d  and  o n e  new h o u s e .

E J :  Who p a i n t e d  t h e  g h o s t  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ?

ME:  Oh,  t h a t  g u y .  He d i e d  l o n g  t i m e — S l i m  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  he  was a

m a i l  c a r r i e r  t o  C h i t i n a .

E J : Oh,  h e  was a w h i t e  man?

ME: Y e a h .  T o  A n c h o r a g e .  He d i e d .

E J : Do y o u  know why he p a i n t e d  t h a t  g h o s t  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ?

ME: T h e y  c a l I  i t  g h o s t  t o wn  [ l a u g h t e r ] .  T h e r e ' s  one up t h a t  r o a d .

Y o u  know? t h a t  h i g h w a y  corning i n .  T h e r e  was one t h e r e ?  s t a n d i n g ?

y o u  know.  S o me b o d y  make i t  r e a l  l y  b ad  l o o k i n g .  T h a t  s k u l  I ,

s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e r e .  Somebody s t o l e  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  who do t h a t .
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D o n ' t  know w h a t  t h e y  s t e a l  i t  f o r  C l a u g h s ] .  I t ' s  g o n e .  Yeah? 

t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e y  c a l I  i t .  G h o s t  t o w n .  A f t e r  H i n a u d i b l e ]  g o n e .  I 

d o n ' t  k n o w.  T h a t ' s  what  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t  t h a t  name f o r .  B e c a u s e  

o n c e  we h a d  l o t s  o f  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  y o u  know.  W e ' v e  g o t  t h r e e  b i g  

h o t e l  i n  t h e r e .  O v e r l a n d  H o t e l  and C o m m e r c i a l  H o t e l  and C h i t i n a  

H o t e l  . We g o t  b i g  s t o r e ,  b i g  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e .  T h a t  r a i l r o a d  came 

up t h a t  t i m e .  D i p p e r .  T h a t  r a i l r o a d  D i p p e r .  L o t  o f  p e o p l e  come 

o u t  and g o  t o  t h a t  a l I  d i f f e r e n t  h o t e l . Somebody a l w a y s  o v e r  

t h e r e ,  y o u  k n o w,  O v e r  I and H o t e l  . Oh,  we was l i t t l e  k i d s ,  y o u  know.  

We j u s t  j I i s t e n  t o  t h e m .  We d o n ' t  know why t h e y  do t h a t ,  b u t  we 

f i n d  o u t  a f t e r .  T h e n  e v e r y b o d y  l e f t  a f t e r  t h a t  r a i l r o a d  c l o s e .

T h e y  q u i t  and  t h e n  i t  t u r n  t o  g h o s t  t o w n .  N o b o d y .

E J : Hmm. When t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  B I A  s c h o o l  t h e r e ,  d i d  t h e y  what  d i d

t h e y  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  N a t i v e  I a n g u a g e  i n — i f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t a l k e d  

N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ?

ME: T h e y  d i d n ’ t  s a y  n o t h i n g .

E J : Oh,  uh h u h .  When y o u  went  t o  s c h o o l . . .

ME: B e c a u s e  t h a t  g u y  was r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d .  How c an  t h e y  g o i n g  t o

t a l k  i f  t h e y  j u s t  l e a r n i n g ,  y o u  know.  I f  t h e y  j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t h e  

E n g l i s h .  C o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  t a l k  t h a t  w a y .  Yo u  c a n ' t  E ! i n a u d i b I e ] .

E J : So when y o u  went  t o  s c h o o l  — how o l d  w e r e  y o u  when y o u  we nt  t o

s c  h o o I Y

ME: I j u s t  b e e n  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  w h i l e .  A few m o n t h s .  Maybe one o r  

t w o .  I f o r g o t .  I  n e v e r  I e a r n e d  n o t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know.  I was t o o  

smaI I .

E J :  Uh h u h .  How o l d  w e r e  y o u  t h e n ,  a b o u t ,  do y o u  t h i n k ?



ME: I was p r o b a b l y — I d o n ' t  know,  maybe s e v e n .  I h a r d l y  r e m e m b e r ,

t o o ,  wha t  a I I we d o n e .

E J :  Um hmm. So  y o u  d o n ' t  remember  much a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e n ?

ME: No,  I d o n ' t  know.  I know I t r i e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  a l p h a b e t .  My

s i s t e r  t e a c h  me most  o f  i t .  ' C a u s e  I c a n ' t  l e a r n  i t  t h i s  s h o r t  

t i m e .  •»

E J :  So y o u r  f a m i l y ,  t h e n ,  l i v e d  i n  camp m o s t l y ?

ME: Um hmm.

E J :  So y o u r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  d i d n ' t  g o  t o . . .

ME:  My s i s t e r  was o l d  e n o u g h  t o  s t a y  w i t h  some o f  my u n c l e s .

So meb o dy  down t h e r e .  She went  up t o  t h i r d  g r a d e .  Them d a y s  t h e y  

d o n ' t  leave* l i t t l e  k i d s  i n  when t h e y ' r e  t h a t  smal  I .  Now d a y s  

k i d s ,  t h e y  c a n  j u s t  l e a v e  t h e m .  Not  t h e m d a y s  t h e y  c a n ' t .  One 

s i s t e r  was ol  d e n o u p h  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h e r s e l  f  and h e l p  o t h e r s .  So 

s h e  s t a y  w i t h  h e r  u n c l e  and go t o  s c h o o l  .. She g o t  t h i r d  g r a d e ?  I 

t h i n k .  T h e n  s h e  d o n ' t  go  t o  s c h o o l  no more? t o o .  We went  a c r o s s  

t h e  r i v e r .

E J :  One o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m y e s t e r d a y  was? "What  d o e s  a Yukon

s t o v e  l o o k  l i k e ? "  So I ' m  g o i n g  t o  d r a w  i t  on t h e — o r  t r y .

ME: C l a u g h s ]  S h e ' s  good  d r a w  C l a u g h t e r ] .  S u r e ?  s h e  do a good

j o b  a t  map? t  o o .

E J :  Y u k o n  s t o v e  i s  k i n d  o f  l i k e  a [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  I '  I I show t h i s  as

t h e  f r o n t .  T h e  s t o v e  p i p e  g o e s  b a c k  h e r e .  I t  h a s  a r o u n d  d o o r  

h e r e .  I t  h a s  a damper  r i g h t  t h e r e .  And on t h e  s i d e ,  h e r e ?  i s  a 

l i t t l e  o v e n .
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ME: Y e a h ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way.

E J : And t h e  s t o v e  p i p e  w i I  I be t h e r e .  And t h e n  a r o u n d  home we

u s e d  t o — i t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  l e g s  s o  we a l w a y s  had g a s  c a n s  u n d e r  o u r  

s t o v e .  And s o ,  when s h e  was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s t o v e s  y e s t e r d a y ,  and 

p e o p I e  made t h e i r  own s t o v e ,  t h e y  s h a p e  i t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .

ME: And t h e y  c o o k  on i t ,  on t o p  and i n  o v e n .

E J : Y u k o n  s t o v e s  w e r e  a b o u t ,  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t h a t  l o n g .  T h e y ' r e

r e a l  l y  h a r d  t o  g e t  now b e c a u s e . . .

ME:  Oh ,  t h e y  c o s t  money now.

E J :  Y e a h ,  t h e  s t o v e s  t h e y  make n o w a d a y s  a r e  r e a l  c h e a p ,  y o u  know,

r e a l  t h i n .

ME: Y e a h ,  t h e y  b u r n  up f a s t .

E J :  These* o n e s  u s e d  t o  l a s t  q u i t e  a w h i l e .

ME: My b r o t h e r  g o t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  k i n d .

E J :  We u s e d  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  a l o n g  w i t h  u s  f r o m camp t o  camp.

ME: We p a c k  i t .  L o t s  o f  w o r k .

E J : And when y o u ' r e  m o v i n g ,  y o u  t a k e  t h e  d i r t  o u t  o f  i t  and dump

i t  o u t .  C i  n a u d i  b I e l l . So met i me*s y o u  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  some o f  t h e  d i r t

i n  t h e r e  i f  i t ' s  w i n t e r  t i m e .  And when y o u  s e t  up camp,  y o u  know,  

y o u  p u t  d i r t  i n  there*.

S t u d e n t :  I C i  n a u d i  b I ell how h e a v y  i t  i s .  How much d o e s  i t  w e i g h  Y

E J :  Oh,  t h e y ' r e  r e a l  l i g h t .  W e l l ,  t h e y ' r e  f a i r l y  l i g h t .  P r o b a b l y

at:)out t  h i  r  t  y  — f i  v e — what  do y o u  t  h i  nk , P h i  I i  pY
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S t  u d e n t  : F o r  t  y  p o u n d s  I. i  naud  i b I €? ]..

E J :  F o r t y  p o u n d s .  C l a u g h s ]  Y o u  a l w a y s  move i t  a r o u n d  r e a l  e a s y .

T a k e  t h e  s t o v e  p i p e  a p a r t ?  p u t  t h e  s t o v e  p i p e  i n s i d e  t h e  s t o v e ?  and 

t h e n  we u s e d  t o  make o v e n  p a n s  t o  s e t  i n s i d e  t h e  o v e n .  B u t  t h e r e  

was c o m m e r c i a l  o v e n  pans? t o o .  B u t  a l o t  o f  t i m e s  y o u  c a n ' t  g e t  

them? s o  w e ' d  make o v e n  p a n s  o u t  o f  g a s  c a n s .

J u s t  c a n ' t  r e me mb er  what  some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  ar e?  s o  maybe i f  

y o u  c a n  r e m e m b e r  ? y o u  can  as k  i t .  Or  a s k  a q u e s t i o n  i  f y o u . . .

S t u d e n t :  How o l d  a r e  t h e  y o u n g e s t  p e o p l e  t h a t  s p e a k  y o u r  I a n g u a g e Y

ME: Y o u  mean l o n g  t i m e ?

E J : R i g h t  now.

ME: R i g h t  n o w?  R i g h t  now? my son was f o u r  y e a r s  o l d  when t h e

m i s s i o n a r i e s  come and say? and t h e n ?  y o u  know,  I t e a c h  h i m  B i b l e  

v e r s e  and s t u f f  and t hen ?  r i g h t  a l o n g ?  he l e a r n e d  o u r  l a n g u a g e ?

■fc oo „

E J : LJ m h m m. T h a t ' s  R o y  ?

ME:  Yeah? h e ' s  a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .  He d o n ' t  t a l k  i t ,  b u t  he

u n d e r s t a n d .  He know what  we t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  Bu t  t h e n ?  h e  go t o  

s c h o o l ?  t o o ,  y o u  know.  T h a t  a b o u t  s i x  y e a r s  o l d ?  go s c h o o l .  And 

t h e n  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  he d o n ' t  l e a r n .  He* u n d e r s t a n d  i t  b u t  he d o n ' t  

t a l k  i t .  I  d o n ' t  know how come t h a t .  Some he d o ,  b u t  n o t  r e a l l y .

H i s  o t h e r  b r o t h e r  t a l k  my l a n g u a g e  p r e t t y  g o o d .

E J :  How o l d  i s  h i s  o t h e r  b r o t h e r ?

ME:  H e ' s  o l d e r .  He was b o r n  1 9 . . . — o h ,  I f o r g o t .  I c a n ' t

r e m e m b e r .  My g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  I d o n ' t  know when t h e i r  b i r t h d a y .

Y e a h .  H e ' s  o l d e r .  Oh,  my d a u g h t e r ,  M i l  l i e ,  s h e  t a l k  p r e t t y  g o o d .
/“V—,
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E J :  Urn hmm. And M i l l i e  i s  p r o b a b l y  i n  h e r  4 0 ' if y e a h ?

ME: Y e a h .  My d a u g h t e r  was h e r e  w i t h  u s  l a s t  w i n t e r .  S h e ’ s bht?

o n e  t a l k  i n  t h e  m i k e  f o r  u s ,  y o u  know,  when t h e r e  w e r e  k i d s

d a n c i n g .  I was  s i c k .  I  c a u g h t  t h e  f l u ,  s o o n  as  we come up h e r e .

B o y ,  I was s i c k .  My k i d s  know a l r e a d y  what  t h e y  d o i n g ,  a n y w a y ,  s o

t h e y  d o n ' t  n e e d  me.  I j u s t  s i t  down t h e r e .  T h e y  l e a r n  p r e t t y

g o o d .  T h a t  s o n g  t h e y  l e a r n  r e a l l y  g o o d .  I t ' s  o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  y o u  

know.  T h e y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  p r e t t y  g o o d .

E J :  When y o u  t e a c h  them t h e  s o n g s ,  do  y o u  t e a c h  t hem a b o u t  t h e

s t o r y  b e h i n d  t h e  s o n g Y

ME: Y e a h .  S t o r y ,  t h e y  g o t  t o  know t h a t .  Y e a h .

E J :  Y e a h ,  s o  what  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  do y o u  t e l  I thernY L i k e ,  i f

y o u ' r e  t e a c h i n g  t h e m o n e  song':-'

ME:  T h e  s t o r y  i s  l i k e  t h a t  g r o u n d h o g  t h e y  do i n  g r o u n d h o g  dan>_e.

T h e n  I t o l d  t h e m  s t o r i e s  w h e r e  t h a t  s o n g  come f r o m ,  y o u  know.  T h a t  

s t o r y ,  why  t h a t  hawk t h e r e  and h a r d  t i m e .  P e o p l e  had no f o o d ,

n o t h i n g .  Y o u  know.  L o n g  t i m e  a g o .  R e a l l y  l o t s  o f  t i m e s .  No

f o o d .  T h o s e  p e o p l e  g o t  n o t h i n g  t o  g e t  a n i m a l s  a l l — t h e y ' r e  n o t  

l i k e  now,  y o u  know,  n o t  v e r y  many.  And t h e y  g o t  s p e a r s .  No g u n s ,  

s o  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  t h e y  d o i n g ,  y o u  know.  T h e y  t r y i n g  t o  h i t  w i t h  

s p e a r s .  L i k e  hawk [ i n a u d i b l e ] . . .

E J :  Oh,  s o  t h e y . . .

ME:  . . . [ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  t h e y  c a l l  i t . . .

E J :  Oh,  s o  i t ' s  l i k e  good l u c k  s o n g .

|v||r. Y e a h ,  t h a t  hawk means,  y o u  know— i t ' s  l i k e  t h e y  s c a r e  t h i n g s ,



h a w k .  L i k e  e v e n  b e a r ?  y o u  know? t h e y  come.  T h e y  g o i n g  t o  do same 

t h i n g  n o w .  Hawk!  Hawk!  Hawk!  T h e y  c h a s e d  i t ,  t o o .  I t  b a c k e d  

u p .  So t h a t ' s  what  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g .  Hawk!  [ A t h a b a s c a n  s p o k e n ] .

I t  m e a n s ,  y o u  know,  s c a r e d .  T h e y  t r y  t o  s c a r e  i t .  See? t h a t  k i n d

o f  s t o r y  i s  a I I b e h i n d  t h e  s o n g .  W h a t e v e r  t h e y  d o .  Some j u s t

d a n c e  s o n g .  T h a t  o n e ' s  g o t  no s t o r y  i n  i t .  J u s t  t h e  s o n g .  Then? 

l i k e  g r o u n d h o g  a n d — what  was t h e  o t h e r  o n e ?  Raven d a n c e .  T h a t  o n e  

t o o .  T h a t  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e y  g o t  t h e  p o t l a t c h .  Somebody  make 

p o t l a t c h  l o n g  t i m e  a g o .  He w a t c h i n g  r a v e n .  He d o n ' t  know how t o

g e t  t o  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  and what  t o  t e l  I t h e m t o  d o .  He w a t c h  t h e m

and h e  g o t  f o o d ,  y o u  know.  F i s h  on t h e  s a n d b a r , t h e y  g u t .  T h e y  

w e r e  e a t i n g  and  t h e n ,  y o u  know? t h e  r a v e n  a l w a y s  go l i k e  t h a t .  And 

t h e y  g o  a r o u n d  l i k e  r i n g ,  y o u  know.  T h e n  he t o l d  h i s  p e o p l e  t h a t  

when p o t l a t c h  s t a r t ,  y o u  know? he g o t  f o o d .  He t e l  I t hem gu p l a y  

l i k e  a r a v e n  he  s e e s .  He say? j u s t  j o i n  h a n d s  and go a r o u n d  d a n c e  

f o r  y o u  f o o d  b e f o r e  y o u  g o t  t h i s  p o t l a t c h .  T h a t ' s  what  t h e y  d o n e .

E J :  So  t h a t ' s  what  t h e y  h a v e  t o  do b e f o r e  t h e y  e a t Y

ME: Uh h u h .  T h a t ' s  what  t hem k i d s  d o .  O n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  add up i s

when t h e y  d o n e  t h a t ?  y o u  know,  t h e y  d a n c e  a r o u n d ,  t h a t  k i d  was 

j u m p i n g  a r o u n d  m i d d l e .  I w o n d e r  i f  y o u  g i r l s  s e e  t h a t : -  C h i t i n a  

d a n c e .  Y e a h .  When t h e y  d o n e  t h a t ,  y o u  know,  t h e n  t h e y  g o t  

f e a t h e r  a l l  up l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  o n l y  t h i n g ,  y o u  know? a l l  way 

a r o u n d .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e i r  end? t h e y  s a y .  T h a t ' s  g o o d .  T h a t ' s  

wha t  t h e  a d d  up t h e m s e l v e s ?  t h a t .  O t h e r w i s e  i t  j u s t  go a r u u n d  

R a v e n  Dam:

E J :  Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  s t o r i e s  o r  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  t h e  f e a t h e r s .  You

know? we c a l  I i t  [ g i v e s  A t h a b a s c a n  w o r d ] ?  t h e  down feat hers ' : - '  

T h e r e ' s  a n y  g o o d  l u c k  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t ?
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ME: Down f e a t h e r s ?

E J :  Uh h u h .

ME:  No,  I  k n o w— o n l y  t h i n g  we know i s  t h a t  f e a t h e r ,  t h e y  u s e  i t

f o r  d a n c e .

E J :  Uh h u h ,  t h e r e ’ s  a n y  m e a n i n g  b e h i n d  t h a t ,  when t h e y  u s e  i t  f o r

d a n c i  n g ?

ME: I d o n ’ t  t h i n k  s o .  You know w h a t ,  t h e  I n d i a n  d o c t o r  u s e  i t ,

t o o .  I d o n ' t  know what  t h e y  u s e  i t  f o r .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  n o t h i n g  

a b o u t  i t .  I  d o n ' t  know.  What do y o u  g u y s  u s e  i t  f o r ?  What  do y o u  

C i n a u d i  b I el l?

E J :  W e l l ,  t h e y  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  down f e a t h e r s ,  l i k e  when

m e d i c i n e  p e o p l e  i s  m a k i n g  m e d i c i n e  f o r  good  l u c k ,  y o u  know,  f o r  t r a p p i n g

and s t u f f ,  t h e y  u s e d  t o  s p r e a d  i t  a r o u n d  on t h e  f l o o r .  And t h e n

w e ' d  p i c k  i t  and p u t  i t  i n  o u r  m i t t s .  I j u s t  w o n d e r e d  i f  y o u  d i d

a n y t h  i  ng  l i k e  t h a t .

ME:  Y o u  s a y  t h e  d o c t o r s  do t h a t ?  I n d i a n  d o c t o r s  do t h a t ?

E J :  Uh u h .

ME: Wei I , t h e y  u s e  i t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  know.  T h e y  d o n ' t  s a y

n o t h i n g .  B u t  i f  t h e y  want  s o m e t h i n g  g o o d  l u c k ,  t h e n  t h e y  use? y o u  

know? some k i n d  o f  s t u f f  l i k e  s k i n  cu.t o u t  o r  a b r e a d  and s t u f f .

F ood?  a l i t t l e  food? t o  g e t  i t .  T h e y  l e a v e  i t  i n  a c a c h e ?  l i k e  

c l o t h  a n d  s t u f f .

E J : L i t t l e  p i e c e s  o f . . .

ME:  Yeah?  um hmrn. You know o n e  t i m e  t h i s  g u y  d i e d  C h i t i n a  t h a t

t h e  I n d i a n  d o c t o r  was — me and my o t h e r  son? n o t  Roy h i s  b r o t h e r ?



we w e nt  d o w n .  We h u n t  r a b b i t s  down t h e r  

E t a p e  e n d s ]


