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R e g i n a l d  D a n g e l i  CF?DU: I u n d e r s t a n d  E l i s a  had t o  g o  o u t  on an

e m e r g e n c y )  s o  we w i I  I s t a r t  w h e r e  we l e f t  o f f .  F i r s t  o f  al  I , I ' m  

h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e  met t h i  s f i n e  g e n t  I eman b e s i  de me h e r e ,  P e t e r  

K o r n o f s k i . I r e a d  many o f  h i s  s t o r i e s  and I f e e l  h o n o r e d  t o  s i t  

b e s i d e  h i m  and  s h a k e  h i s  h a n d .  He h a s  w o n d e r f u l  s t o r i e s .  I ' m  

h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e  l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  my own s t o r y  i n  t h e  same b o o k , T h e  

Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w . And I ' m  v e r y  h a p p y  he come i n  t o  s i t  i n  w i t h  u s  

t o d a y .  No t  many p e o p l e  do t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  a t  o u r  a g e s .  I 

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  he i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  s p e a k  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  

H e ' s  f o r t u n a t e .  M y s e l f ,  my l a n g u a g e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  I w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  

t a l k  a b o u t  i t , b u t  I a d o p t e d  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e .  I mean? I. was 

r a i s e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  I a n g u a g e  t h e  C T s i m s h i  an wo r d  s p o k e n  11 T s i  ms h i  an 

d i a l e c t .  B u t  w i t h  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  and h i s  w i I  I p o w e r ,  he  managed t o  

d o c u m e n t  a v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  C T s i m s h i a n  w o r d  s p o k e n ] ,  

h i s  s t o r i e s  i n  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  and I ' m  v e r y  h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e  met h i m .

T o d a y — we t a l k e d  a b o u t  Behm C a na l  l a s t  s e s s i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  many

s t o r i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t ' s  f o r t y  m i l e s  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  K e t c h i k a n ,

A l a s k a  t o d a y .  My a n c e s t o r s ,  T s e t s a u t s ,  l i k e  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  w h e r e

t h e y  u s e d  t o  l i v e ,  w h e r e  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  v.i. I I a g e s ,  t h e i r

w o r d s  w e r e  m i x e d  w i t h  t h e  T l i n g i t s .  H a l f  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e  names w e r e

i n  t h e i r  own l a n g u a g e  and t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i n  T l i n g i t .  I f  I go i n t o

t h i s  w h o l e  a r e a  e x p l a i n i n g  some o f  t h e  p l a c e  names ,  i t ' I I  t a k e  me a

c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  t o  do s o .  So I ' l l  j u s t  go o v e r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s

o f  t h i s  a r e a .  T h e y  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  w h o l e  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t wo
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b i g  r i v e r s  t h e y  c a l I  Unuk R i v e r  and C h i k i m a n  R i v e r .  L i k e  I 

s t a t e d  b e f o r e ?  t h e y  l i v e d  a l o n g  s i d e  t h e  T l i n g i t s  when t h e y  w e r e  i n  

t h a t  a r e a .  T h e y  c o e x i s t e d  and i n t e r m a r r i e d  t o  some d e g r e e .  T h e y  

had a T l i n g i t  c h i e f  l i v i n g  a t  a p l a c e  t h e y  c a l  l e d  K a s a k e s  C o v e  a t  

t h e  mout h  o f  Q u a d r a *  B o c a  de Q u a d r a .  And t h e y  w e r e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  

o f  t h i s  b i g  c h i e f  o f  t h e  T l i n g i t  N a t i o n ,  T h e y  v i s i t e d  h i m  w h e n e v e r  

t h e y  came i n t o  h i s  a r e a .  And t h e y  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  t h i s  T l i n g i t  

c h i e f .  So t h e y  h a v e  v e r y  many s t  o r i e s  and many pI  a c e  n a m e s . T o d a y

I ’ l l  j u s t  go  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e i r  C T s i  rushi an wo r d  s p o k e n  1,  o r  l e g e n d s  

a b o u t  a s t o r y  a b o u t  a b i g  l a k e  i n  t h a t  a r e a .

T h i s  p l a c e  I ' l l  be t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  i t  i s  known a s  R u d y a r d  B a y  i n  

Behm C a n a l .  And t h e r e ' s  a p l a c e  t h e r e  t h e y  c a l I  R u d y a r d  B a y .  And 

t h i s  c o v e  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  t h e y  c a l I  P u n c h b o w l  C o v e  t o d a y  on a c c o u n t  

o f  t h a t  b i g  l a k e  r i g h t  a b o v e  t h i s  c o v e .  T h e y  c a l I  i t  P u n c h b o w l  

L a k e  t o d a y .  T h e y  h a v e  a s t r o n g  s t o r y  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h e  T s e t s a u t s  

call l e d  t h i s  p l a c e  E g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  nameII .  E T I i n g i t  w o r d  s p o k e n ]  

means b a y  i n  T l i n g i t .  E T s e t s a u t s  w o r d  s p o k e n ]  i n  T s e t s a u t s  means 

l e g e n d  o f  E g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  n a m e ] . I n  t h i s  l e g e n d ,  t w o  men and one 

woman went  i n  t h e i r  c a n o e  i n  E-Iast Behm C a na l  t o  d r y  s a l m o n .  One 

d a y  t h e  woman c r o s s e d  t h e  l a k e ,  P u n c h b o w l  L a k e  t o d a y ,  t o  g a t h e r  

b e r r i e s .  When s h e  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  men t h o u g h t  

s he m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  b y  a n o t h e r  t r i b e .  B u t  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  

when p a s s i n g  t h e  s t e e p  r o c k ,  t h e y  saw E g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  n ame]  c o m i n g  

o u t  and know a t  o n c e  t h a t  he had k i I  l e d  and e a t e n  t h e  woman when 

she* was c r o s s i n g  t h e  l a k e .  He l o o k e d  h u g e .  T h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  k i  I I 

t h e  m o n s t e r .  T h e y  c a l  l e d  t h e  o t h e r  men o f  t h e  v i I  I a g e  t o  h e l p  

t hem,  and t h e y  c u t  a number  o f  y o u n g  h e m l o c k  t r e e s  and s h a r p e n e d  

b o t h  e n d s .  , T h e y  made t h r e e  c a n o e  l o a d s  o f  t h e s e  s h a r p  p o l e s .  T h e y  

c a r r i e d  t h e  c a n o e s  up t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  r o c k  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h i s  

m o n s t e r  l i v e d .  T h e n  t h e y  l e t  i t  down t o  t h e  w a t e r  b y  c e d a r  b a r k



r o p e s . A f t e r  a whi I <? t h e  w a t e r  began t o  swel I and t u r n  i n t o  

w h i r  I pool  s .  T h e  C g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  name]  was d r i n k i n g .  Then t h e y  

d r o p p e d  t h e  s h a r p  p o l e s  i n t o  t h e  w h i r l p o o l *  w hi c h  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  

t h i s  w h i r l p o o l .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h e  w a t e r  became c a l m e r .  The 

w h i r l p o o l  d i s a p p e a r e d .  The t g i  v e s T s e t s a u t s  name.] came up and 

d r i f t e d  on t h e  l ak e  w a t e r .  T he  p o l e s  had p i e r c e d  h i s  stomach and 

i n t e s t i n e s .  He d i e d  and he f l o a t e d  up .  H i s  h a i r  was b l u e  and h i s  

s k i n  l i k e  a man. The  men l e t  t h e  c anoe down t o  t h e  lake* p a d d l e d  

up t o  t h e  b o d y ,  and chopped t h e  bo d y  up .  I t  was as l a r g e  as a 

h o u s e .  I n  h i s  stomach t h e y  found t h e  c anoe and t h e  woman. The 

woman was s t i I  I s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  canoe? but  dead.  And t h i s  i s  one o f

t h e i r  l e g e n d s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Some o f  t h e  T l i n g i t  p e o p l e  a l s o  have

s t r o n g  l e g e n d s  i n  t h i s  area? but  I am n o t — not  f o r  me t o  t e l  I you 

some o f  t h ern.

A n o t h e r  l eg e n d  I w i l l  r e l a t e  t o  y o u ,  t h i s  goes  up i n  p r e h i s t o r i c

t i m e s  when t h e y  f i r s t  came out  t o  t h e  s a l t  w a t e r  c o v e s ,  what i s  now

known as P o r t l a n d  Canal  . T h e  s t o r y  i s  we I I known and i s  passed 

down o r a l  l y .  T h i s  happened d u r i n g  the* f l o o d  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  A f t e r  

t h e y  s e t t l e d  on t h e i r  new h a b i t a t  a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e y  

were e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  many,  many g e n e r a t i o n s .  A g r e a t  

c a t a s t r o p h e  was ab o ut  t o  happen.  T h e y  n o t i c e d  a g r e a t  c h a n g e  i n  

t h e  w e a t h e r .  I t  r a i n e d  f o r  many,  many d a y s .  T h e y  n o t i c e d  t h e  

t i d e w a t e r s  and t h e  r i v e r s  r i s i n g  each d a y .  T h e i r  v i I  I a ges  were 

s t a r t i n g  t o  wash away.  T h e y  n o t i c e d  t h e  a n i m a l s  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  

h i g h moun t  a i n s . T h e  c h i e f s  were a I armed an d ad v i sed t  h e p e o p I e  t  o 

make l a r g e  r a f t s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  d i d ,  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s .  T h e  w a t e r s  kept  

r i s i n g  f o r  many d a y s  u n t i l  t h e y  were ne ar  t h e  peak s  o f  t h e  h i g h  

m o u n t a i n s .  . A f t e r  many d a y s ,  t h i s  w a t e r ,  o c e a n ,  s t o p p e d  r i s i n g .

T h e y  s e c u r e d  t h e i r  c a n o e s  t o  t h e  s t r o n g  r o c k s  on t o p  o f  t h e s e  

m o u n t a i n s .  L a t e r ,  t h e  w a t e r  s t a r t e d  r e c e d i n g .  Many d i e d  i n  t h i s



g r e a t  de  I u y e . T h e  f I ood o f  the* wor  I d was a I s o  i t  i s  s t v  ong I y  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  B i b I e . Some r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  

v i l l a g e s  a s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  d r i f t  a w a y .  T h e y  s t a r t e d  o f f  t o  a n o t h e r  

w o r l d .  T h a t ' s  an end o f  a n o t h e r  l e g e n d  t h e y  h a v e  up i n  P o r t l a n d  

C a n a  I .

I w i l l  t r y  t o  t e l l  y o u  a n o t h e r  o n e  t h e y  c a l l  " T h e  G r e a t  

S n o w f a l I T h i s  a l s o  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  same a r e a  many y e a r s  a f t e r  

t h e  f l o o d .  T h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  W o l f  C l a n  and t h e  E a g l e  C l a n  f r o m 

t h e  v i I  I a g e  o f  K a k a n a ,  t h a t ' s  B e a r  R i v e r ?  t h e y  had a h u n t i n g  

v i I  I a g e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  v a l  l e y .  Wei I , t h e i r  h u n t i n g  

v i l l a g e s  w e r e  a t t a c k e d  b y  men w e a r i n g  b e a r  s k i n s .  T h e y  k i l l e d  

e v e r y o n e  e x c e p t  t w o  b o y s  and t w o  g i r l s  f r o m  ea c h  c l a n .  T h e y  w e r e  

t w o  c l a n s  w i t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  T h e y  w e r e  c r y i n g  a l I  t h e  t i m e  when 

t h e y  saw t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  k i l l e d .  One o f  t h e  g r i z z l y  b e a r  men went  

t o  t h e i r  h o u s e  and t o l d  t hem t o  s t o p  c r y i n g  o r  e l s e  he  w o u l d  k i l l  

t h e m .  T h e  b o y s  k i l l e d  t h e m ,  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  l e f t ,  and t h e n  t h e y  

b u r i e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  who w e r e  k i  I I e d I  h e y  l e f t  t h e i r  h u n t i n g

v i I  I ag e  t o  r e t u r n  down t o  t h e  v i I  I a g e  o f  K a k a n a .

A f t e r  some t i m e  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  h o u s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  f o u n d  an o l d

man who had b e e n  l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  h i s  c l a n  t o  d i e  a l o n e .  He s a i d  t o

t hem,  " S t a y  h e r e  u n t i l  I d i e ,  my g r a n d c h i I  d r e n . B u r y  me when I 

d i e . "  T h e y  s t a y e d  and he a s k e d  t hem t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h u n t i n g  

v i I  I ag e  w h e r e  t h e y  came f r o m  as  s a l m o n  w e r e  s c a r c e  a t  t h e  r i v e r s  

down a t  t h e  c o a s t  a t  t h e i r  v i I  I a g e .  T h i s  o l d  man was a g r e a t  

p r o p h e t  a s  he c o u l d  f o r e s e e  t h e  f u t u r e .  He t o l d  t hem t h a t  t h e r e  

w o u l d  be a g r e a t  snow f a l I . He a d v i s e d  t hem t o  s t o c k  up on m e a t ,  

as  s a l m o n  was scar ce*,  and t o  e r e c t  a s t r o n g  h o u s e .  A few d a y s  

l a t e r  t h e  shaman d i e d ,  and t h e y  b u r i e d  h i m  as  he w i s h e d .  T h e y  

o b e y e d  h i s  w a r n i n g s  and h e a d e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  h u n t i n g  v i I  I a g e .  t h e y  

f o i l  owed t  h e r i v e r .
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On t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t h e y  saw a l a r g e ,  w h o l e  h e r d  

o f  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s  c o m i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e m .  T h e y  k i I  l e d  a l o t  o f  t hem 

s o  t h e y  c o u l d  s t o r e  up t h e i r  meat  w h i c h  t h e y  n e e d e d .  1 h e y  made 

camp,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  o l d  man,  t h e y  t h r o w  meat  i n t o  t h e  f i r e  a s  i t  

was t h e  c u s t o m  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t e d  o n e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

s hamans  who a d v i s e d  t hem t o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  l o d g e s .

L a t e r  o n ,  t h e y  moved t h e i r  camp t o  a h i  I I w h i c h  was l o c a t e d  

among t h r e e  l a k e s .  T h e r e  t h e y  b u i l t  a s t r o n g  dwel  l i n g  a s  t o l d  b y  

t h i s  p r o p h e t .  T h e  t w o  g i r l s  d r i e d  t h e  m e a t .  T h e  b o y s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  

t h e  p o l e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  s t r o n g  t h o n g s  o f  l e a t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  

w e l I  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  s n o w f a l I , p r e d i c t e d  b y  t h e  s h a m a n .  A 

few d a y s  l a t e r ,  i t  s t a r t e d  t o  s n o w .  I t  snowed s t e a d y  f o r  t h r e e  

m o n t h s .  T h e y  u s e d  t h e i r  wood s p a r i n g l y  a l s o  u s i n g  m o u n t a i n  g o a t  

t a l l o w .  T h e  smoke k e p t  a h o l e  o p e n  i n  t h e  r o o f  o f  t h e i r  h o u s e .  As  

t h e  d a y s  p a s s e d ,  a l I  t h e y  c o u l d  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  smoke h o l e  was snow 

and s m a l l  s p e c k s  o f  l i g h t .  A f t e r  many ,  many,  many d a y s  t h e  saw t h e  

smoke h o l e  b r i g h t e n .  T h e y  saw t h e  s u n  s h i n i n g  a g a i n .  T h e y  dug a 

h o l e  t o w a r d s  t h e  s u r  f a c e  o f  t h e  snow and came o u t  „ Nothi .  ng b u t  

snow was t o  be  s e e n .  T h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  t r e e s — a l I  t h e  t r e e s  w e r e  

c o v e r e d .  Y o u  sec? a few t a l l  o n e s  s t i c k i n g  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s n o w.  

L a t e r  o n ,  t h e  snow b e g a n  t o  m e l t  a l i t t l e .  T h e  t r e e  t o p s  b e g a n  

r e a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  One d a y  t h e y  saw a b e a r  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a 

t r e e .  T h e  b e a r  c r a w l e d  down t o  i t ' s  den a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  t r e e  as  

t h e y  a p p r o a c h e d ,  s o  t h e y  w e r e n ’ t  a b l e  t o  k i I  I i t  f o r  t h e i r  f o o d .

A f t e r  t h e  snow s e t t l e d ,  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  home.  A f t e r  a 

l o n g  and d i f f i c u l t  j o u r n e y  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  home on t h e  c o a s t  t o  

h a r v e s t  t h e  h o o l i g a n ,  a s m e l t - l i k e  f i s h .  T h e y  c a u g h t  a p l e n t y  

[ i n a u d i b l e ! ]  s u p p l y .  T h e i r  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  wel I s t o c k e d .  T h e n  t h e  

s t o r y  g o e s  on a l i t t l e  m o r e .  I n  t h e  summer t h e  s a l m o n  w i I  I come 

p l e n t i f u l  i n  t h e  r i v e r s .  A l s o  t h e y  d r i e d  and smoked a g r e a t



s u p p l y .  T h e y  m a r r i e d  and had many c h i l d r e n .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  

p e o p l e  who w e r e  s a v e d  f r o m  t h e  h e a v y  snow and f r om t h e m d e s c e n d e d  

o u r  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  O n l y  a s m a l I  p a r t  o f  t h e  

snow had  m e l t e d .  A few r o c k s  b e g a n  r e a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  i t  b e g a n  t o  m e l t  a g a i n .  T h e  

t r e e s  g r a d u a l l y  r e a p p e a r e d  and w e r e  f r e e  f r o m t h e  s n o w .  B u t  t h e

s n o w s  t h a t  w e r e  way up t h e  h i g h e r  m o u n t a i n s  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  t u r n e d  t o

g l a c i e r s .  I know,  d u r i n g  my y o u n g  d a y s ,  I u s e d  t o  g o  up t h e r e  and 

I u s e d  t o  s e e  g l a c i e r s  on t o p  o f  t h e s e  h i g h  m o u n t a i n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

I t  h i  nk t  h e y ' r e  s I o w I y  me I t  i ng a w a y .

T h e  t w o  c o u p l e s  who had  b e e n  s a v e d  f r o m t h e  snow g r e w  t o  be v e r y  

o l d .  T h e i r  h a i r  was w h i t e .  One d a y  t h e  y o u n g  men c l i m b e d  a 

m o u n t a i n  t o  h u n t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s .  One o f  t h e  o l d  men we nt  w i t h  

t he m ,  b u t  he was l e f t  b e h i n d .  He c o u l d  n o t  keep up w i t h  t h e  

y o u n g e r  f e I  I o w s , t h e  y o u n g  h u n t e r s .  When he r e a c h e d  t h e  meadow 

h i g h  up t  he  s i  de o f  a mount  a i  n , he  h e a r  d a v o i  c e  on t  he r  o c k s  

s a y i n g ,  " H e r e  i s  t h e  man who k i I  l e d  al  I o u r  f r i e n d s . "  When he 

l o o k e d  u p ,  he  saw a l o t  o f  g o a t s  a b o v e  h i m .  He d i d  n o t  know how t o

r e a c h  t hem a s  he was v e r y  weak i n  h i s  l e g s .  He t r i e d  t o — he t i e d  a

s t i c k  t o  e a c h  l e g  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e m .  I t  h e l p e d  h i m  

c l i m b .  He r e a c h e d  t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s  and s l a y e d  many .  Among t h e s e  

m o u n t a i  n g o a t  s  was a y o u n  g m o u n t a i  n g o a t  c a l l e d  a k i d t  o d a y .  He 

t o o k  o u t  t h e  t a l l o w  and p u t  i t  on h i s  h e a d .  He c u t  o f f  t h e  he ad  

and t o o k  i t  home,  t o  c a r r y  home.  He s t a y e d  away s o  l o n g  h i s  

f r i e n d s  had t h o u g h t  h i m  l o s t  and he  d i e d .  He t o l d  t h e m o f  h i s

a d v e n t u r e  t o  g o  up and g e t  t h e  many g o a t s  he had  s l a i n .  He r o a s t e d

t h e  k i d ' s  h e a d  and a t e  i t .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  t h e y  saw t h a t  t h e  o l d  man 

had d i e d .  T h e  end o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s n o w f a l l  [ g i v e s  T s i m s h i a n  w o r d ] .

A n o t h e r  t h i s  was b e f o r e  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s ,  i n

t h e  v e r y  o l d e n  d a y s .  T h e y  h a v e  a l e g e n d  i n  o n e  m o u n t a i n  and I know
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t h i s  m o u n t a i n ,  I ' v e  s e e n  i t .  And t h e  l e g e n d -  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s

l e g e n d  [ g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  n a m e ] .  I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  no 

m o u n t a i n  g o a t s .  T h e  f i r s t  man t o  d i s c o v e r  t hem was A l ama C s p . Y ] .

H i s  name was A l ama.  One d a y  he  we nt  up t h e  m o u n t a i n s  and f o u n d  a 

c a v e  f u l l  o f  g o a t s .  When i t  g r e w  d a r k ,  he p u t  a s n a r e .  As t h e  

g o a t  came o u t ,  i t  was c a u g h t  i n  t h e  s n a r e .  He c a u g h t  t w o .  He t i e d  

o n e  a r o u n d  h i s  w a i s t ;  t h e  o t h e r  on h i s  b a c k .  He r e t u r n e d  home.

A f t e r  t h a t  he  was known as  A l a m a  [ g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  n a me 11, w h i c h  

means A l a m a  A mo n g s t  t h e  M o u n t a i n  G o a t s .  T h a t ' l l  b e  t h e  l a s t  s t o r y ,  

l e g e n d ,  I ' l l  t e l  I f o r  now.

S t u d e n t :  R e g g i e ?  W h e r e ' s  t h a t  m o u n t a i n

RD: I t ' s  i n  P o r t l a n d  C a n a l ,  r i g h t  b e l o w  T o g e s t o n e .  T h e s e  l e g e n d s ,

t h e  l a s t  t w o ,  a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  T o g e s t o n e  a r e a  and H y d e r  and 

S t e w a r t .  R i g h t  a t  t h e  head t h e r e .  B u t  t h e  f i r s t  o n e ,  a b o u t  

A d d a d a ,  t h a t  was i n  Behm C a n a l .  R i g h t  n o t  t w o  f a r  f r o m  E d d y s t o n e

R o c k .  So t h a t ' s  a f e w -  t h e y  h a v e  many l e g e n d s ,  b u t  f o r  s u c h  a

s h o r t  t  i me I w i l l  g o  i n t o  t hem f o r  j u s t  a ■—  t h e s e  w e r e  k i n d  o f  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  me t o  r e l a t e  t o  y o u  some o f  t h e  l e g e n d s .  I h e y  h a v e  

many a l o n g  Unuk R i v e r  and C h i c k a m o n  R i v e r ,  b u t  f o r  me t o  t e l l  t h e m ,  

i t ’ l l  t a k e  me h a l f  an h o u r  o r  f o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s  e a c h .  So I ' l l  

r e s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  h e r e ,  now.

L o u i s e  D a n g e l i  [ L D 3 :  L a s t  n i g h t  a l o t  o f  y o u  saw a s c a t t e r ,  t h e

s w a n ’ s down and I ' m  s u r p r i s e d  n o b o d y  a s k e d  how t h a t  s t a r t e d  and why 

we do t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  I t r y  e x p l a i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e  we 

do s c a t t e r  t h e  s w a n ' s  down.  A l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f l o o d ,  o u r  

p e o p l e  j u s t  ha d  no p l a c e  t o  l a n d .  And t h e  Mass V a l l e y  was c o v e r e d ,  

as  wel I a s  t h e  who I e wor  I d .  There* were* a I o t  o f  b i r d s ,  m y r i a d s  f 

b i r d s  t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e  s k i e s .  And t h e n  t h e y  saw a l o t  o f  y a i n b u w s .

7



T h e y  t o o k  t h e  r a i n b o w  a s  t h e i r  s i g n  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  and t h i s  i s  on 

one o f  t h e i r  t o t e m  p o l e s  t o d a y  i n  t h e  N a s s  V a l l e y .  T h e  b i r d s  l e t  

go o f  t h e i r  f e a t h e r s  and t h e y  c o v e r e d  t h e  a r e a .  And t h e  w a t e r  

s t a r t e d  g o i n g  d o wn .  And s o  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  go home.  A n d ,  e v e r  

s i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  N i s h c o t t  p e o p l e  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  v a l u e  i n  t h e  s w a n ' s  

down o r  t h e  f e a t h e r s .  So e v e r y  t i m e  t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  o r  e v e r y  t i m e  

t h e r e ’ s  v i s i t o r s  f r o m o t h e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  c h i e f s  w o u l d  g o  down t o  meet 

t h e m ,  and t h e y  s c a t t e r  t h e  s w a n ' s  d own.  I n  o n e  s w o o p i n g  sweep 

t h e y ' d  s c a t t e r  i t .  And t h e n  some o f  i t  w o u l d  l a n d  on t h e  c h i e f s .

And t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  p e a c e .  S i n c e  t h e  f l o o d  d a y s ,  i t  t e l l s  t h e  

v i s i t o r s  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e m ,  and i t ' s  s a f e  

f o r  t h e m t o  come.  I t ' s  s a f e  f o r  t hem t o  s t a y  and v i s i t .  And t h a t  

we a r e  a l s o  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  t h e m .  And we want  t hem t o  be  a t  p e a c e  

w i t h  u s  t o  f e e l  s a f e .  So t h a t  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  o u r  s w a n ' s

d o w n .

I ' v e  h e a r d  o t h e r  t r i b e s ,  l i k e  t h e  H a i d a s  and t h e  T l i n g i t s ,  a l s o  

u s e  s w a n ' s  d o wn .  I d o n ' t  know,  I ' v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e i r  

l e g e n d s  s o  I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e i r s .  We o n l y  know a b o u t  o u r s  and 

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s w a n ' s  d o wn .  A l s o  I h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  when 

y ou s e e  u s  w i t h  o u r  h a n d s  up and o u r  f a c e s  u p l i f t e d  we a r e  p r a y i n g  

t o  a h i g h e r  p o w e r .  We h a v e  a l w a y s  b e l i e v e d  i n  a h i g h e r  p o we r  s i n c e  

t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l .  B e f o r e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  e v e n  came a l o n g ,  we b e l i e v e d  

i n  a h i g h e r  p o w e r .  So t h a t  a l o t  o f  o u r  s o n g s ,  when y o u  s e e  us  

s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  o u r  h a n d s  up and  o u r  f a c e s  up and o u r  h a n d s  

u p l i f t e d ,  we a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t  w h e r e  we a r e  w o r s h i p p i n g  o r  

g i v i n g  p r a i s e s  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  p o w e r ,  t o  t h e  c r e a t o r .  bo  t h a t  i s  t h e  

r e a s o n  why I had  my h a n d s  up l i k e  I d i d  l a s t  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  

p r a y e r .  And I was r e a l l y  h o n o r e d  t o  be  a s k e d  t o  do t h e  u p e n i n g  

p r a y e r .  I t  was s o  g o o d ,  i t  made me f e e I  s o  a t  p e a c e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e .  

I t  makes u s  f e e l  t h a t  we a r e  a I I o n e ,  a f t e r  a I I . T h e r e ' s  nu
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d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a n y o n e  o f  u s .  T h i s  i s  o u r  bel  i e f ,  t h e  N i s h p a s  

a l w a y s  b e l i e v e d  i n  u n i t y .  And a s  I h a v e  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  w h e n e v e r  

a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  t o  one o f  t h e m ,  t h e y  a l I  wo r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  h e l p  une 

a n o t h e r .

This is so good and we jus t  go t  — Reggie and I j u s t  go t  

i n t e r v i e w e d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  we came h e r e ,  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  

P u b l i c  R a d i o .  T h e  y o u n g  l a d y  k e p t  s a y i n g  how s h e  f e l t  b e i n g  a 

C a u c a s i a n ,  d o i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  R a d i o  p a r t .  I  had t o  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  s o  few t h a t  do t h a t  t y p e  o f  w o r k  and i f  s h e  d o e s n ' t  do 

i t ,  who w i I  I ?  I t ' s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  l e t  e v e r y b o d y  know a b o u t  one 

a n o t h e r ,  s o  t h a t  we c a n  a l l  l i v e  i n  u n i t y .  Yo u  d o n ' t  know a b o u t  

u s .  Yo u  n e v e r  knew a b o u t  u s  u n t i l  we came and s t a r t e d  s h a r i n g  w i t h  

y o u .  And t h i s  i s  a r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  o u r  l i v e s  t h a t  we do 

s h a r e  w i t h  y o u .  As  y o u  h a v e  a l I  n o t i c e d ,  I h a v e  made e a c h  o n e  o f  

you t h a t  v i s i t  u s  w r i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  y o u r s e l v e s  d o w n , a b o u t  y o u r

name and  y o u r  what  y o u r  m a j o r  i s ,  w h e r e  y o u ' r e  f r o m .  I t ' s  s o

i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we g e t  t o  know o n e  a n o t h e r .  And t h e s e  v i s i t s  h a v e  

been r e a l l y  g o o d .  R e g g i e  and I r e a l l y  h a v e  e n j o y e d  e a c h  and e v e r y  

one o f  y o u .  I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  be h a r d  f o r  R e g g i e  and I when i t ' s  t i m e  

t o  l e a v e ,  b e c a u s e  we f e e l  l i k e  y o u  a r e  a p a r t  o f  u s ;  t h a t  we h a v e  

s h a r e d  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  y o u  and we g o t  t o  know y o u .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  

way i t  s h o u l d  b e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  way e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  b e .  Gc-t t o  know 

one a n o t h e r .  No t  j u s t  who y o u  a r e ,  b u t  w h e r e  y o u  come f r o m .  And 

i t ' s  r e a l l y  i mpor t  a n t . And I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  w h a t ' s  m.i s s i  ng i n o u r  

s o c i e t y  t o d a y .  So t h i s  i s  why I s t a r t e d  w i t h  my own r e s e a r c h  f o r  

t h e  d a n c e  g r o u p  and t h e  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  I do  w i t h  t h e m .  So now t h e y  

know who t h e y  a r e .  T h e y  know w h e r e  t h e y  came f r o m .  I f  I h a d n ' t

done i t ,  t h e y  s t i l I  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  known t o d a y .  I s t i l I  w o u l d n ' t

h a v e  known v e r y  much a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s ,  m y s e l f ,  t o d a y ,  w h e r e  I came 

f r o m ,  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  my c r e s t ,  and a I I t h e s e  t h i n g s .  And i t  makes
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me f e e l  l i k e  a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n .  And I t h i n k  i t ' s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  

t h a t  when y o u  h a v e  y o u r  e l d e r s  l i s t e n i n g ,  one t h i n g  I t e l  I t h e  

c h i l d r e n ,  and  t h i s  i s  s o  g o o d ,  t h e  way y o u  a l l  s i t  and  l i s t e n .

T h i s  i s  an a r t  i n  i t s e l  f and i t  h e l p s  y o u  t o  g r o w .  I t e l  I the? 

c h i l d r e n ,  " E v e n  i f  y o u  know what  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  s a y i n g ,  d o n ' t  

i n t e r r u p t . "  B e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  c u t  o f f  y o u r  own l e a r n i n g .  Y o u ’ r e  

c u t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  o f f .  Y o u ' r e  s h o r t c h a n g i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  i n  o t h e r  

w o r d s .  E v e n  i f  y o u  know what  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  J u s t  

s i t  and  l i s t e n .  And u s u a l l y  what  h a p p e n s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  mor e  t o  

what  y o u  a l r e a d y  know,  t h a n  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  a l r e a d y  know.  T h e r e ' s  

mor e  t o  i t .  So t h a t  y o u r  g a i n i n g  mor e  k n o w l e d g e  and mo r e  w i s d o m ,  

t h e  mor e  y o u  l e a r n  and t h e  mor e  y o u  l i s t e n .

And I m i g h t  a d d ,  t o o ,  t h a t  I fe*el s o  g o o d  a b o u t  t h i s

f e s t i v a l  t h a t ’ s  g o i n g  o n .  I t  i s  a l I  t h e  mor e r e a s o n  f o r  u s  t o  

I e a r n  a b o u t  o n e  a n o t h e r  and t h i s  f e - s t i v a l  i s  s u c h  a g o o d  t h i n g  

g o i ng , ,  T o  s e e  a I I t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  h a r d .  J u s t  e a c h  o n e  o f  

them h a v e  a j o b  and  j u s t  w o r k i n g  r e a l l y  h a r d  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p l a c e  

w h e r e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  be and  t o  do t h e  b e s t  t h e y  c a n .  And we h a v e  

seen t h i s ,  R e g g i e  and I .  We* have* w i t n e s s e d  how t h e y  g o t  i n  t h e r e

and we c ame -we? w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  o n e  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .  And t o  j u s t

s e e  t hem a s  b u s y  a s  b e e s  d o i n g  t h e i r  p a r t .  T h i s  i s  g o o d ,  t h i s  i s  

t h e  way i t ' s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e .  Get  i n  t h e r e ,  r o l  I up y o u r  s l e e v e s ,  

b u t  a b o v e  al  I ,  l i s t e n  t o  y o u r  el  d e r s .  T h e y ' r e *  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  

g e t t i n g  t h e i r  e l d e r s  h e r e .  And t h e  d a n c e  g r o u p s .  And t o  show what  

t h e  d a n c e  g r o u p s  are* I e a r n e d .  And y o u  s e e  mor e  c h i l d r e n  g e t t i n g  

i n v o l v e d  now t h a n  b e f o r e .  And t h i s  i s  what  i t ' s  a l I  a b o u t .  T h i s  

i s  what  i t ' s  al  I a b o u t .  And what  y o u  have* I e a r n e d  f r o m  u s ,  we* p r a y

t h a t  y o u  p a s s  i t  a l o n g  and s h a r e  i t .  And t h e  mor e  y o u  s h a r e ,  t h e

more y o u  d o  f o r  o t h e r s ,  t h e  w i s e r  y o u ' I  I become and t h e  mo r e  i n  

t u n e  y o u  w i I  I be w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  and w i t h  y o u r  e l d e r s .  And t o
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t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  w i s d o m  t o  t e a c h  y o u .  And i t ' s  s o  g o o d .  I j u s t  

w a n t e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  a l l  o u t ,  b e c a u s e  I know t i m e  i s  g o i n g  s o  f a s t ,  

and I j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  t e l  I y o u  my a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  I f e e l  s o  p r o u d  

t o  know e a c h  and  e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u .  I t ' s  w o r t h  i t  a f t e r  a l l  t o  be 

h e r e .  I t ' s  w o r t h  i t  j u s t  t o  s i t  h e r e  and l o o k  i n t o  a l I  y o u r  f a c e s  

and t h i n k  t o  m y s e l f ,  " T h e s e  a r e  f u t u r e  I e a d e r s . " A l l  o f  y o u  a r e  

f u t u r e  l e a d e r s .  I f  y o u  a r e  a l r e a d y  n o t  s t a r t i n g  t o  l e a d .  You a r e  

j u s t  g o i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  b y  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  no 

m a t t e r  who y o u  a r e .  No m a t t e r  what  y o u r  c u l t u r e  i s .  And t h i s  i s  

g o o d .  I ' m  p r o u d  o f  e a c h  and e v e r y  o n e  o f  y o u .  And t h a n k  y o u  f o r  

l i s t e n i n g ,  and t h a n k  y o u  f o r  s h a r i n g  w i t h  u s .

RD:  I g o  b a c k  t o  Behm C a n a l  l i t t l e  b i t .  My g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r

C h i e f  [ g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  n a m e ] ,  h e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  most  o f  o u r  o r a l

h i s t o r y  came f r o m .  H e ' s  t h e  o n e  t h a t  r e l a t e d  i t ,  and  i t  was h a n d e d

down t o  e a c h  g e n e r a t i o n .  Some o f  i t  was r e c o r d e d  b y  a Ger man

a n t h r o p o I o g i s t  named F r a n z  B o a s .  He was t h e  o n e  t h a t  made s t r o n g

c o n t a c t  w i t h  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  i n  18 9 4 .  F r a n z  B o a s  r e a l  l y  made a

s i g n i f i c a n t — d o c u m e n t e d  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  e x t i n c t  t r i b e  o f  my

a n c e s t o r s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  M i s t y  F i o r d s  N a t i o n a l  M o n u me n t .

E v e n  t  h o u g h F r  a n z B o a s ' d o c u m e n t  a t  i  o n o n i t  w a s  v  e r  y  b r  i e f , w h a t  h e

d i d  was v e r y  s t r o n g ,  and I u n d e r s t a n d  what  he* was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  as

my g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  r e l a t e d  up t h e i r  h i s t o r y  i n  e a c h  a r e a .  So

when t h e y  s e e  t h e s e  on a piece* o f  p a p e r ,  w h i c h  w a s n ' t  e v e n  a p a g e

fi l l  I ,  I was g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  I h e a r d  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  l a t e r ,  t w o

g e n e r a t i o n s  l a t e r ,  f r om L e v i ,  o f  t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  Whe r e  L e v i -  L e v i

was t h e  l a s t  C h i e f  o f  t h e  T s e t s a u t s  n a t i o n .  He was t h e  l a s t  o n e .

There* was o n l y  a b o u t  t e n  o f  t hem l e f t  when t h e y  j o i n e d  the* m i s s i o n

v i l l a g e ?  a t .  K i n  e o l i t h ,  r i g h t  b y  t h e  AI a s k  a n - C a n  ad i an b o r d e r  a t  t h e

mouth o f  N a s s  Ri ve*r .  He was t h e  l a s t  c h i e f  o f  t h i s  t r i b e .  And h i s

name was C h i e f  [ g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s  namel l .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  name
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came f r o m  Behm C a n a l » a p l a c e  c a l l e d  E g i v e s  T l i n g i t  n a m e ] ,  b y  t h e  

w h i t e  p e o p l e  F o g g y  B a y ,  t o d a y .  T h e y  had a l o t  o f  s t o r i e s  i n  B e r r y  

I n l e t  i n  t h i s  b a y .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  h i s  name- comes f r o m .  I t ' s  C g i v e s  

T s e t s a u t s  nameII .  I t  means s t r o n g  t r e e .  So I ' m  v e r y  h o n o r e d  t o  

re*I a t e  t h i s  how he* o b t a i n e d  h i s  name* f r o m  t h i s  are*a. T h e r e  w e r e  

c h i e f s  b e f o r  e h i  m had n a m e s . B u t  t h i s  Egi  v e s  T s e t s a u t s  nameI I , b u t  

when he g o t  i t  was e x t r a  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  i t .  T h e y  ad d e d  on t o  i t  

b e c a u s e  he was s u c h  a s t r o n g  man who l e d  h i s  p e o p l e . t o  t h e  m i s s i o n  

and done* a l o t  o f  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e m .  T h a t ' s  why the* c a l  I 

h i rn- - - he was j  u s t  I i  ke? a s t  r  ong t  r  e e .

There* was a l o t  o f  d i s p u t e s ,  l a n d  d i s p u t e * s .  And t h e s e  p e o p l e  

w e r e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i t .  F o r  no r e a s o n  a t  a l l ,  t h e y  w e r e  

se*t up on  b y  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  o r  t r i b e s .  T h e y  became e m b r o i l e d  i n  

a r g u m e n t s  and t h e y  w e r e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h i s .  T h e y  had many 

b a t t l e s  w i t h  t h e  T l i n g i t s  l a t e r  o n .  A c h i e f  d i e d ,  t h e i r  f r i e n d  

C h i e f  S h a y k e s  E s p . ? I l  w h i c h  I d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r ,  he d i e d .  And f o r  

some a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n  t h e y  h e l d  h i m  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t .  B u t  t h e y  

d i d n ' t  know why t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  c h a s e  h i m  o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  s o  t o  

spe*ak. A n y w a y ,  l o t  o f  b a t t l e s  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  Many 

w e r e  k i I  l e d  on b o t h  s i d e s .  Many T s e t s a u t s  w e r e  k i I  l e d .  T h i s  was 

t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  the* l a n d  and o t h e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  h u n t i n g  a r e a s  i n  Behm 

C a n a l .  T h e  T s e t s a u t s  w e r e  d e c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  b a t t l e .  B u t  t h e y  

a l w a y s  r  e*t a I i  a t  e d . T h e y  k i l l e d  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  man f o r  man.  T h e y  

n e v e r  f o r g e t  how many was k i I  l e d .  T h e y  w o u l d  i n v a d e  a c o u n t r y ,  o r  

an i s l a n d ,  w h e r e  these* o t h " '  ' 1 t h a t  t h e y  had a s t r o n g

L a t e r  o n ,  t h e s e  same people*,  when t h e y  s e t t l e d  t h e i r  d i s p u t e  a 

l i t t l e *  b i t ,  t h e y  pre*te*nd t o  make f r i e n d s  w i t h  t h e m .  Bu t  w h i l e  t h e  

T s e t s a u t s  w e r e  l e t  t h e i r  g u a r d  d own,  t h e y  k i I  l e d  t h e  men and t o o k  

t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  a s  s l a v e s .  T h i s  was r i g h t  a r o u n d  K e t c h i k a n

fee I i n g s  a g a i  n s t
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a r e a  w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e m .  T h e r e ' s  a b i g  i s l a n d  w h i c h  

K e t c h i k a n  s i t s  o n .  I t ' s  c a l l e d  R e v i I  I a g i g e d o  I s l a n d .  And t h e  

T l i n g i t s  had a l o t  o f  v i l l a g e s  a r o u n d  t h i s  a r e a .  T h e y  a l w a y s  

managed t o  c a p t u r e  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  k i I  I t h e  men,  and e n s l a v e  

t h e  women and c h i l d r e n .  So t h e  T s e t s a u t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  came down 

s l o w l y  dj .mi n i  s h e d  i n  t h i  s  a r e a .  A I s o  when t h e y  t r  a d e r  s c a m e , t h e y  

c o n t a c t e d  srnal I p o x ,  w h i c h  r e a l  l y  d e c r e a s e  t h e m .  T h e y  u s e d  t o  be

s i x  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e m l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h e y  w e r e  l e f t -  t h e  o n l y

p e o p l e  t h a t  g o t  s a f e  f r o m  t h e  smaI I pox  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  w e r e  f a r  

i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  h u n t i n g .  T h e y  w e r e  s p a r e d .  T h e r e  was l u c k y  t o  be 

a b o u t  a h u n d r e d  o f  t h e m .  So t h e y  l e t  a l I  t h e s e  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  b u t  

t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  r i g h t  f r o m  S i t k a  a I I o v e r ,  

H a i d a  c o u n t r y  and t h e  o t h e r  s p e a k i n g  t r i b e s  f u r t h e r  down t h e  c o a s t ,  

t h e y  w e r e  d e v a s t a t e d  b y  t h e  smaI  I pox  e p i d e m i c .  S e e  v i I  I a g e s  

c omp I e t  e I y  w i p e d ou  t , p e o p l e  l a y i n g  on t h e i r  i s l a n d  a r  oun d t  h e .i r  

v i I  I a g e s .  So t h e y  managed t o — t h e r e ' s  g r o u p s  t h a t  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  

a r e a .  When we come b a c k  a f t e r  t h e  b r e a k ,  I ' I  I d e s c r i b e  a l i t t l e  o f  

what  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e m .  So we'  I I t a k e  a b r e a k  now.

[ p a u s e  f o r  b r e a k ]

LD:  We'  I I a n s w e r  a few o f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  b e c a u s e  we g o t  k i n d  o f

b a c k l o g g e d  on some o f  t h e m .  So i f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  

b e i n g  a n s w e r e d ,  we'  I I g e t  t o  t h e m .  One o f  them i s ,  "How d i d  

t r a d i t i o n a l  T s i m s h i a n  t r a d e r s  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  I n d i a n  

g r o u p s  who s p o k e  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ?  Was i t  t h r o u g h  an 

i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  b y  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n s ? "  T h e  N a t i v e s  t h e y  u s u a l l y — y o u  

can j u s t  t e l  I what  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  w a n t s  o r  want  t o  do j u s t  b y  

m o t i o n s  o r .  i f  t h e y  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  s e e ,  t h e y  know t h e y  a r e  

t r a d e r s  c o m i n g  and t h e y  u s u a l l y  h a v e  t h e i r  g o o d s  w i t h  t h e m ,  s o  t h a t

t h e  h o s t i n g  t r i b e  knows what  t h e y  h a v e  and how much t o  g i v e  t h e m .
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So u s u a l l y  t h e y — t h e r e ' s ,  y o u  know,  j u s t  l i k e  ha nd  m o t i o n s  o r  j u s t  

l i k e  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  l i k e  t h i n g .  B u t  y o u  know,  i t ' s  i n  t h e i r  own 

w a y .  Y o u  j u s t  k i n d  o f  u n d e r s t a n d  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  way y o u  s p e a k  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ;  i n  wha t  y o u  want  t o  d o .  And t h e n  a l s o  t h e y  s p o k e  

C h i n o o k ,  I g u e s s ,  and R e g g i e  knows mo r e  a b o u t  t h a t  t h a n  I. d u ,  

b e c a u s e  I. n e v e r  h e a r d  i t .  I n e v e r  r e a l l y  h e a r d  t h a t  C h i n o o k  

I a n g u a g e .

RD: Y e a h ,  t h e r e ' s — wel  I , u s e d  f r o m  C o l u m b i a  R i v e r  a l l  t h e  way up

t o  Y a k u t a t ,  I g u e s s .  I t  i s  a common m a d e - u p  l a n g u a g e ,  h a l f  

E n g l i s h .  I t ' s  j u s t  made u p .  T h e  o n l y  bad p a r t  a b o u t  i t  i s  h a l f  u f  

i t  i s  s w e a r  w o r d s  [ I a u g h t e r  1 .

LD:  What y o u  h e a r d ,  maybe [ l a u g h t e r  3.

RD:  Y e a h .  No!  I  h e a r d  my u n c l e  and a n o t h e r  e l d e r l y  man i n

K e t c h i k a n  u s e d  t o  t a l k  C h i n o o k .  My g o o d n e s s  [ l a u g h s ] !  T h e  m e a n i n g  

came t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .  I t  was u s e d  among t h e  

t r a d e r s ,  e v e n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t r a d e r s  l i k e  t h e  S p a n i a r d s ,  t h e  

E n g l i s h m e n ,  y o u  know,  and t h e  o t h e r s .  I t  was j u s t  a m a d e - u p  

l a n g u a g e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  had no p r o b l e m  

a d o p t i n g  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e ,  a l o t  e a s i e r  t h a n  we do n o w a d a y s .  T h e y  

g r a s p e d  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  l a n g u a g e  i f  t h e y  s t a y e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a s h o r t  

p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .

LD:  O k a y ,  I ' l l  h a v e  R e g g i e  a n s w e r  t h i s  o n e .  "How do y o u  s a y  h e l l o  

i n  T s i  rush :i. a n ?  " Gr  e e t  i ng .

RD: W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  a few d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .  [ T s i m s h i a n  

s p o k e n ] .  I t  mean s ,  "My h e a r t  f e e l s  v e r y  warm t o  s e e  y o u  a g a i n . "  

T h e y  h a v e ' n o  w o r d  f o r  h e l l o ,  b u t  t h e y  j u s t  p h r a s e .  I g u e s s  P e t e r ,  

he u s e  t h a t  t o o ,  e h ?  Y e a h .  T h e y  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  o f  e x p r e s s i n g

1.4



h e l l o  and  d i f f e r e n t — b u t  t h a t  was o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  o n e s .

L.D: Or  a n o t h e r  o n e  t h a t  I h e a r d  o f t e n  when I was sma I I w a s ,  i n  t h e

f o r m  o f ,  "How a r e  y o u ? "  o r ,  "How a r e  y o u  d o i n g ? "  C T s i m s h i a n  

s p o k e n ] .  I t  mean s ,  " A r e  y o u  d o i n g  a l l  r i g h t ? "  And t h e n  t h e  

r e s p o n s e  w o u l d  b e ,  C T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ! .  "Oh y e s ,  I ' m  f i n e . "  bo

t h a t ’ s  a b o u t  a l l  I  h e a r d .  When t h e y  s e e  one a n o t h e r  and s h a k e  one

a n o t h e r ' s  h a n d ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e y  s a y  i s  C T s i m s h i a n  

s p o k e n ] . T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e y  a s k .  C T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ]  i s  

" g o o d . "  C T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ]  i s  " y o u . "  A r e  y o u  d o i n g  a l l  r i g h t ?  Sc 

when y o u  r e s p o n d ,  i f  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  a l l  r i g h t ,  y o u  know,  u s u a l l y  i s .  

So y o u  j u s t  s a y  C T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ] .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  g r e e t i n g  t h e y  d>.j 

when t h e y  s h a k e  o n e  a n o t h e r ' s  h a n d .  T h a t ' s  common.

An o t  h e r  q u e  s  t  i o n  i s ,  " Yo u  h a v e  t  a I k e d ab ou t  wh i t  e m a n c om :i. n g i n t  o

t h e  T s i m s h i a n  a r e a .  What s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t s  d i d  t h e y  h a v e  on t h e

T s i m s h i a n  c u l t u r e ? "  As we h a v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  p a s t , p a s L  d a y s

d u r i n g  t h e  c l a s s ,  we s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and  how t h e y

t r i e d  t o  a b o l i s h  o u r  c u l t u r e .  So t h a t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a n y  o f  o u r

N a t i v e  c u l t u r e  i n  a n y w a y  e x c e p t  f o r  wha t  t h e y  s t i l l  c a l l e d  t h e

f e a s t ,  w h i c h  was s i m i l a r  t o  o u r  p o t l a t c h .  Bu t  t h a t ' s  t h e  e f f e c t

t h e y  had on me.  T h a t ' s  why I had  t o  go b a c k  and do a l o t  o f

r e s e a r c h  s o  t h a t  I c a n  be e d u c a t e d  i n  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a y s  t h a t  I

n e v e r  s a w .  An d s o  t  h a t  I c an t  eac  h t  h e c h i. I d r  en , an d

g r a n d e  h i  I d r e n ,  and t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t h a t  arc* p a r t

T s i m s h i a n ,  o r  T s i m s h i a n ,  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  d i a l e c t s .  B u t  l i k e  I

s a i d ,  I l i v e d  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  o n l y  we s p o k e  o u r  l a n g u a g e .  I s p o k e

N i s h k a  C s p . ? ]  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  I was g r o w i n g  u p .  And I d i d n ’ t  r e a l l y

r e a l i z e  wha t  I was m i s s i n g  a I I t h e  t i m e  I was g r o w i n g  up u n t i l  I

g o t  o l d e r .  T h e n  I s t a r t e d  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t o t e m  p o l e s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i e s

on i t .  T o t e m  p o l e  we c a l  I p t s ’ aa m. T h a t ’ s s p e l  l e d  w i t h -  I '  I I h a v e

t o  s p e l  I i t  o u t .  O k a y ,  i t ' s  p - t - s - '  - -a-~a--m. I t ' s  a p t  s '  .a am. And
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t h e s e » I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what  t h e y  l o o k e d  l i k e .  I m i g h t  h a v e  

h e a r d  i t  h e r e  and  t h e r e  as  I was g r o w i n g  up ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t - — I had no 

i d e a  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  I had no i d e a  what  t h e  c r e s t s  

l o o k e d  l i k e  u n t i l  I g o t  o l d e r .  And a l l  I. knew was t h a t  I was o f  

t h e  E a g l e  t r i b e .  And I r e a I  l y  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I wa s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

f r o m  t h e  B e a v e r  H o u s e  u n t i l  I s t a r t e d  d o i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  b e f o r e  I 

s t a r t e d  t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  e f f e c t s  i t  had on me, 

a l t h o u g h  I d i d  t a s t e  a l o t  o f  o u r  I n d i a n  f o o d s .  S u c h  a s  l i k e  f r om 

t h e  s e a ,  t h a t  I m e n t i o n e d .  Or  a n i m a l s ,  and t h e  r o o t s ,  t h e  p l a n t s  

and t h e i r  u s e s .  B u t  a l o t  o f  t h e m ,  y o u  know,  I j u s t  t o o k  i t  f o r  

g r a n t e d .  So I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know much a b o u t  o u r  own c u l t u r e  o t h e r  

t h a n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  e l d e r s .  A l I  I r emember  i s  j u s t  s e e i n g  them 

s i t  a r o u n d  and t e l  I o u r  H T s i m s h i a n  w o r d  s p o k e n ] .  And w e ' r e  

s u p p o s e d  t o  l i s t e n  when t h e y  t a l k .  I w i s h e d  I had r e m e m b e r e d  some 

o f  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  I was j u s t  v e r y  l i t t l e  w h i l e  I was g r o w i n g  u p .

And t h e s e  e l d e r s  s t a r t e d  b e c o m i n g  l e s s  and l e s s  and l e s s  a s  I g r e w  

o l d e r ,  s o  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know r e a l l y  t o o  much a b o u t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  

my b a c k g r o u n d .  And I ' m  r e a l l y  h a p p y  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  a l l o w i n g  u s  now 

t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  c u l t u r e * .  I ’ m r e a l  l y  h a p p y  now t h a t  we c a n  s.i. t 

and t a l k  t o  y o u  a b o u t  what  we u s e d  t o  be  l i k e ,  o u r  t r a d i t i o n s  and 

o u r  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s .  I r e a l l y  f e e l  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  I am i n  t h i s  

g e n e r a t i o n  w h e r e  I c an  go and s t a r t  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  i t  s o  t h a t  I can 

t e a c h  t h e  c o m i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  a b o u t  i t ,  t h a t  I c a n  s i t  h e r e  and t e l  I 

y o u  a b o u t  my b a c k g r o u n d  and o u r  b a c k g r o u n d .  T h a t  R e g g i e  c a n  t e l  I 

y o u  a b o u t  h i s  b o o k .  T h a t  he  c an  w r i t e  a b o u t  h i s  b o o k .  B e c a u s e  i n  

t h e  p a s t ,  h i m s e l f ,  he  r e me mb e r e d  when t h e y  w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  t o  s p e a k  

t h e  language? i n  t h e  s c h o o l s .  So t h a t ' s  my p a r t  on t h a t .  Regg i e* 

wi I I p r o b a b l y  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  acid t o  t h a t .

[ s i d e  t w o ]
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RD: . . . s p e a k i n g  o u r  own l a n g u a g e ,  d i s c u s s i n g  o u r  own c u l t u r e ,  t h i s

i s  s t r o n g l y - .....t h a t ' s  what  t h e  T s i m s h i a n  N a t i o n  was v e r y  d e v a s t a t e d

b y  t h i s  m i s s i o n a r y  i n f l u e n c e .  Some o f  t h e  c o a s t  v i l l a g e s  l o s t  

t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  wa y s  f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e y  

w e r e — - t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  w e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s .  Some o f  

t h e  v i I  I a g e s  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  a n c i e n t  wa y s  some way o r  a n o t h e r ,  y o u  

know,  b u t  t h e  T s i m s h i a n — t h e y  had q u i t e  a l o t  o f  e f f e c t  on t h e  

T I i  n g i  t s , t o o . I h e a r d  I o t  o f  s t o r  i  e s , and  t h e  Ha i  d a s ,  a b o u t  t h i  s 

new C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p  t h a t  t r i e d  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  o r  make u s  i n t o  

d i f f e r e n t  p e o  p I e f r  o m o u r  c u l t u r e .

L D :  O k a y ,  do  we h a v e  t i m e  f o r  o n e  m o r e ?  T h e r e ' s  o n e  q u e s t i o n ,  " I n

t r a d i t i o n a l  t i m e s ,  who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ?

What m e t h o d s  w e r e  u s e d  i n  t e a c h i n g ?  I s  t h e  c o p p e r  p a r t  o f  p o t l a t c h  

c e r e m o n y : '  I f  s o ,  what  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g ? "  I n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t i m e s ,  

t h e  m a t e r n a l  u n c l e s  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  t e a c h  t h e  b o y s  and t h e

a u n t i e s ,  t h e  a u n t s ,  w e r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  t e a c h  t h e  g i r l s .  B u t  when

i t  comes  t o  [ T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ]  and mor al  l a w s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e  I 

d.i.d f o r  y o u  l a s t  T u e s d a y ,  a b o u t  t h e  b e a v e r  and t h e  p o r c u p i n e ,  i t  

was t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r  and t o o k  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and s a t  t h e m down and 

w h a t e v e r  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g ,  and  s a i d ,  " I t ' s  t i m e  f o r  me t o  t e l l  y o u  

a b o u t  t h e  m o r a l  v a l u e  s t o r i e s . "  And s o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  f r o m 

c e r fc a i n p e o p I e a t  c e r  t  a i n t  i m e s , b u t  t h e y  l e a  r  n e d b y  d o i n g w i t  h 

w h o e v e r  t h e y ' r e  p u t  w i t h .  B u t  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t s  and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

a r e a s  o f  a c h i l d ' s  l i f e ,  i f  t h e y  s e e  t h a t  o n e  c h i l d  i s  v e r y  good  at  

d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  o n e  i s  g o o d  a t  c a r v i n g  o r  d o i n g  a r t w o r k  o r  i f  

a f e m a l e  i s  g o o d  a t  d o i n g  b a s k e t  w e a v i n g ,  t h e y  t a k e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  

and p u t  t hem w i t h  t h e  a r t i s t s .  T h o s e  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  a m a s t e r  

c r a f t s p e o p l e .  And t h e y  a r e  t r a i n e d  i n  t h a t  wa y .  B u t  o t h e r  t h a n  

t h a t ,  i t ' s  t h e  a u n t i e s  and t h e  u n c l e s  have* a b i g  r e s p o n s i b i  l i t y .
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And . i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  do  t h e s e  t e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ,  t h e y  a r e  f a i l i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

T h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  i s  r e l i e v e d  o f  h e r  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  t h e  m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  b e l o n g s  t o  bite 

u n c l e s  and t h e  a u n t s .  Do y o u  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  add t o  t h a t ?

RD: No.

L D :  O k a y .  So I t h i n k  w e ' I  I do t h a t  o t h e r  p a r t  l a t e r  o n .

RD: Wei I , I ' l l  c o n t i n u e  my s t o r y ,  o n e  mor e  s t o r y ,  c o n c e r n i n g  Behm

C a n a l ,  E a s t  Behm C a n a l .  T h e  T s e t s a u t s  c a l l e d  i t  [ g i v e s  T s e t s a u t s

n a m e ] , " W a t e r w a y s  o f  Many I s l a n d s . "  T h a t ' s  what  i t  means ,

l i t e r a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  o f  i s l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e s  t h e r e .

L e v i  r e l a t e s  t h i s  o n e  s t o r y ,  my c h i e f ,  L e v i ,  my g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r .

He r e l a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  F r a n z  B o a s ,  a l s o ,  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t .  He

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  came down C h i c k a m o n  R i v e r  o n e  t i m e  w i t h  h i s

p a r e n t s .  T  h e r  e w a s q u i  t  e a few o f t  h e rn. T h e y  c a m e d o w n a n d t  h e y

w e r e  s e t t l i n g  down t o  l i v e  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e .  T h e y  d i d  n o t

know t h a t  c o n f l i c t  was g o i n g  on among some o f  t h e  T l i n g i t  c l a n s

t h e r e .  T h e r e  was l o t  o f  T l i n g i t s  w e r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e m ,  he

s a i d .  Y o u  know,  t h a t  w a n t e d  t o  h e l p  t h e m .  B u t  t h e y  w e r e

o u t n u m b e r e d  a f t e r  t h e  c h i e f  d i e d .  A n y w a y ,  some T l i n g i t  h u n t e r s

came up t o  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  c a mp ed ,  o r  s t a y i n g .  T h e y  w a n t e d  t o

t r a d e  f u r s  w i t h  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  m u s k e t s  t h e m d a y s .

T h e  c a n n o n b a l I  and c l o t h  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  my

a n c e s t o r s .  T h e y  s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d  come b a c k  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a f t e r  t h e y

d i s c o v e r e d  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a t .

So t h e  n e x t  d a y  t h e y  saw s e v e r a l  c a n o e s  c o m i n g  u p .  S e v e r a l  men

i n  each o n e .  T h e y  came and t h e y  came* up t o  w h e r e  L e v i  and h i s

p a r e n t s  and o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  w e r e .  T h e y  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  t r a d e .  T h e y

we r e  w e a r i n g  b l a n k e t s .  T h e y  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g .  T h e  T s e t s a u t s  p e o p l e
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i n v i t e d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e i r  h o u s e s ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  t hem 

d a y s .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  know what  was g o i n g  on u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  b l a n k e t s .  

Some o f  t h e s e  T l i n g i t  w a r r i o r s  had r i f l e s  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e m .  A f t e r  

e v e r y b o d y  was r e l a x e d ?  L e v i  s a i d  i n  h i s  s t o r y ?  a l l  o f  a s u d d e n  

g u n f i r e  came o u t  f r o m  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s .  H e r e  t h e y  w e r e  

k i I  l i n g  a I I t h e  T s e t s a u t s  men.  L e v i ' s  f a t h e r  was among them? he 

s a i d .  A f t e r  t h e y  k i I  l e d  al  I t h e  men? t h e y  r o u n d e d  up t h e  women and 

t h e  c h i  I d r e n .  L e v i  was a c h i  I d  t h e n  and he had a I i t t l e  s i s t e r ?  

t o o .  T h e y  t o o k  h i m  and h i s  m o t h e r  and t h e  o t h e r  women and c h i l d r e n  

t o  a n o t h e r  i s  l a n d  a r o u n d  K e t  c h i  kan a r e a ?  t h e r e .

L a t e r  on L e v i ’ s m o t h e r  s t a t e d — - t h i s  was L e v i ’ s m o t h e r ' s  own 

s t o r y ?  he  s a i d .  L a t e r  o n e  s h e  was t r a d e d  t o  a n o t h e r  c l a n  i n  t h a t  

a r e a .  One d a y  t h e y  r e l a x e d ?  t h e y  w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  b u s h e s .  L e v i ' s  

m o t h e r  d e c i d e d  t o  e s c a p e .  She f o u n d  a n i c e  y e I  low c e d a r ?  b o t h  men 

and women w e r e  v e r y  g o o d  a t  m a k i n g  t h e s e  ye*I l ow c e d a r  c a n o e s .  So 

s h e  made o n e  s e c r e t l y ?  and s h e  w a i t e d  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  was j u s t  

r i g h t .  D u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  s h e  t o o k  h e r  t wo  c h i l d r e n  and p u t  t hem i n  

t h e  c a n o e  a n d  s h e  s t a r t e d  r o w i n g  a c r o s s  t o w a r d s  Behm Can a I and  t h e  

m a i n l a n d .  She t r a v e l e d  o n l y  a t  n i g h t  f o r  f e a r  some o t h e r  p e o p l e  

m i g h t  s e e  t h e m .  I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  s t r o n g  woman made i t  a r o u n d

w h a t ' s  i t ' s  ope n  o c e a n  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  T r e e  P o i n t  and Ca p e  F o x .  A

l o t  o f  c a n o e s  went  u n d e r  when t h e y  g e t  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  s t o r m  t h e r e .  

T h e r e ' s  n o  p l a c e  w h e r e  y o u  l a n d  i f  y o u ’ r e  c a u g h t  t h e r e .  But  

somehow s h e  managed t o  g e t  b a c k  t o  h e r  home i n  [ i n a u d i b l e ] ?  A l a s k a .  

T h i s  f e a t  t o o k  h e r  t w o  mont hs? he  s a i d .  She r o d e  o n l y  a t  n i g h t ?  

and p u t  i n  t h e  w o o d s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  She was s o  h a p p y  when s h e  g o t  

b a c k  t o  h e r  own p e o p l e .

T I i  ng i  t s  w o u I d  n ’ t  f o l l o w  h e r .  I  f o r  g o t  t h e  T s e t  s a u t s  h a s  s t  r  ong

a I l i e s  w i t h  t h e  N i s h k a  i n  P o r t l a n d  C a n a l  ? and t h e y  w e r e  s t r o n g

p e o p I e ? s o w h  en s h e  en t  e r  ed P o r  t I  an d Can a I ? n o bo d  y  a11 empt  ed t  o
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f o l l o w  h e r -  And I ' m  h a p p y  t o  s a y  t h i s  g r e a t  woman,  s h e  was my 

g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r . When s h e  was f i n a l l y  b a p t i z e d  a t  t h e  

m i s s i o n ,  i n  the* l a t e  1 8 0 0 ' s ,  s h e  a d o p t e d  t h e  name E v e  D a n g e l i .  She 

was t h e  o l d e s t  p e r s o n  i n  t h a t  g r o u p  when t h e y  j o i n e d  t h e  c h u r c h .

So t h a t ' s — t h i s  c h u r c h  was a t  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  the* n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

m i s s i o n  a t  K i n c o l i t h .  I t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f t e r  o l d  Met I a k a t I  a 

m i s s i o n ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  P r i n c e  R u p e r t ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  moved t o  

A l a s k a .  So  t h i s  was a C h r i s t i a n  v i l l a g e ,  i t  was r u n  b y  

m i s s i o n a r i e s .  So t h a t ' s  w h e r e  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  l a t e r  o n .

L a t e r  o n ,  t h e y  had many a d v e n t u r e s  l i k e  t h i s .  I t  w o u l d  t a k e  me a 

l o n g  t i m e  t o  d e s c r i b e  some* o f  t h e m ,  I wi  I I s k i p  o v e r  a number  o f

y e a r s ,  when t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  man came up P o r t l a n d  C a n a l . One d ay

t h e y  w e r e  h u n t i  ng s e a l  r  i g h t  b e I o w  p r  e s e n t  d a y  Hyd e r , A I as k  a n o w . 

T h e y  s a y  t h e y  saw t w o  s t r a n g e - — i t  w a s n ' t  c a n o e s .  B u t  t h e y  w e r e  s o  

h u g e .  T h e y  saw a l o t  o f  b i g ,  l o n g  o a r s  on e a c h  s i d e .  T h e y  w e r e  

c o m i n g  u p .  T h e y  w e r e  r o w i n g .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  T h e y  h i d  i n  

t h e  b u sh e s an d t  h e s e  t  wo s t  r  a n g e  c a n o e s  c ame ac r  o s s  r i g h t  n e a r  

w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a t .  So t h e y  h i d .  T h e y  pu l  l e d  t h e i r  c a n o e s  i n t o  

t h e  b u s h e s .  L a t e r  on t h e y  saw t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e .  D i d n ' t  know

who t h e y  w e r e .  F i r s t  t i m e  t h e y  s e e n  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e y  s a i d

t h e i r  f a c e s  w e r e  v e r y  w h i t e .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  f r o m  t h e  

s p i r i t  w o r l d  when t h e y  f i r s t  saw t h e m .  A n y w a y ,  t h e y  saw t h i s  one 

b i g  s t r a n g e  c a n o e .  One man s h o u t e d ,  and he* saw a I I t h e  o a r s  g o  up 

i n  t h e  a i r .  A f t e r  t h e y  t a l k ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d — t h e y  saw t h e m go 

t o w a r d s  t h e  b e a c h .  A f t e r  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  l a n d e d  on t h e  b e a c h ,  

t h e y  saw a l o t  o f  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s  n o t  t o o  h i g h  u p .  T h e y  saw o n e  man 

go o u t  and p i c k  up a l o n g  t h i n g ,  l o o k e d  I i k e  a s t i c k  t h e y  s a i d  i n  

t h e i r  s t o r y .  Then t h e y  saw t h i s  man come up and  he  p o i n t e d  t h i s  

strange* s t i c k  a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t s .  AI I o f  a s u d d e n  t h e y  h e a r d  a 

b i g  n o i s e ,  boom!  T h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t  came r o l l i n g  d own.  I t  was



d e a d . T h e y  saw t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  c l e a n  t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t .

T h e  n e x t  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  t h e y  saw? t h e y  went  down t o  t h e  s t r a n g e  

c a n o e .  T h e y  saw t h e s e  t w o  men d r a g  s o m e t h i n g  up wha t  was r o u n d  b u t  

i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a b i g  b o x .  T h e y  made s t r a n g e  n o i s e  when i t  h i t  t h e  

r o c k  when t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  i t  u p .  T h e y  b u i l t  a b i g  f i r e .  T h e n  

t h e y  p u t  t h i s — t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  p u t  h o t  s t o n e s  i n  

t h i s  b i g  p o t  a f t e r  t h e y  p u t  t h e  w a t e r  i n  i t .  Bu t  t h e y  saw t hem p u t  

i t  on t o p  o f  t h e  f i r e  b e c a u s e  t h e  p o t s  t h e y  u s e d  t o  c o o k  w i t h  made 

o u t  o f  w o o d , r e d  c e d a r ,  we c a l I  b e n t w o o d  b o x e s .  T h e y  t h r o w  h o t  

s t o n e s  i n  i t .  T h e y  saw t h e s e  p e o p l e  c u t  up t h e  m o u n t a i n  g o a t  and 

p u t  i t  i n  s t r a n g e  p o t  and t h e y  add a few t h i n g s .  And t h e y  s a y  

t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  w e r e  v e r y  h a p p y .  T h e y  a t e  t h e  m e a l .

E v e r y b o d y  was h a p p y ,  t h e y  s a i d .  L a t e r  o n ,  a f t e r  t h e y  g o t  t h r o u g h ,  

t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  t o o k  t h i s  s t r a n g e  p o t  i n  t h e  w a t e r  and t h e y  

washed i t .  T h e y  s a i d ,  and t h e n  t h e y  p u t  i t  b a c k  i n  t h e  s t r a n g e  

c a n o e .  H e y ,  wha t  a r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e ?  t h e y  t h o u g h t ,  y o u  know,  i n  

t h e i r  C T s i m s h i a n  w o r d  s p o k e n ] .

l_ a t  e r  o n , t  h e y  s  a w t  h e s e s t  r  a n g e p e o p i e  p a d d I e a r  o u n d w i t  h t h e  i  r 

l o n g  c a n o e  p a d d l e s .  T h e y  w e r e  l o n g  p a d d l e s ,  t h e y  s a i d .  P r e t t y  

s o o n ,  t h e y  l e f t .  T h e y  went  down t h e  c a n a l .  T h e y  n e v e r  come b a c k .  

L a t e r  o n ,  l a t e r  on? t h e  n ewe r  g e n e r a t i o n  h e a r d  t h e s e  s t o r i e s ,  and 

l a t e r  on t h e y  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e y  saw was 

C a p t a i n  G e o r g e  V a n c o u v e r  when he f i r s t  came i n t o  A l a s k a .

A f t e r - —-we I I ,  wha t  V a n c o u v e r  was l o o k i n g ,  a f t e r  I r e a d  h i s

j o u r n a l s  t o  s e e  what  he was d o i n g  up t h e r e ,  I o b t a i n e d  h i s  j o u r n a l s

d u r i n g  h i s  t r i p  up t h e r e ,  and he s t a t e d  he was l o o k i n g  f o r  a

s h o r t c u t  t o  C h i n a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f u r s  w e r e  i n  g r e a t  demand and t h e

Native? p e o p l e  w e r e  v e r y  e x c e l  l e n t  t r a p p e r s  and h u n t e r s  f o r  t h e s e

f u r s  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  t o  C h i n a .  V a n c o u v e r  was d i s a p p o i n t e d .  He

was v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  He d i d  n o t  f i n d  a p a s s a g e  f o r  a s h o r t c u t  t o
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t h e  F a r  E a s t .  He went  b a c k  down and t h a t ' s  when he h e a d e d  up t o

Tl  i f ) g i t  c o u n t r y .  And t h a t ' s  w h e r e  he carrie up t o  E a s t  Behm Canal

a f t e r  t h a t .  He came upon E d d y s t o n e  Rock and a r o u n d  t h a t  K e t c h i k a n

I s l a n d .  I d e s c r i b e d  t h e  v i I  I a g e  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  And t h e  f l i n g i t s

h a v e  many s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h i s  s t r a n g e  man t h a t  came up i n t o  t h e i r

c o u n t r y .  T h e y  h a v e  many s t o r i e s ,  [ T s i m s h i a n  s p o k e n ] ,  a I I a r o u n d

t h i s  i s l a n d  when t h i s  f i r s t  w h i t e  man come i n  b e f o r e .  T h e r e  w e r e

o t h e r  w h i t e ,  E u r o p e a n ,  t r a d e r s  came b e f o r e ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t

v e n t u r e  i n t o  t h e s e  i n l e t s  l i k e  G e o r g e  V a n c o u v e r  d i d .  T h e y  had

S p a n i a r d s ,  t h e y  had E n g l i s h m e n ,  t h e y  e v e n  had B o s t o n ,  t h e y  c a l l e d

Bos t o n , p e o p i e ,  y o u  k n o w . T h e y  wer  e f r  om New E n g I  a n d . E v  e r y b o d  y

l o o k i n g  f o r  f u r .  N o b o d y  owned A l a s k a  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The R u s s i a n s

we r e  way up n o r t h ,  s o  e v e r y b o d y  was a f t e r  t h e s e  f i n e  p e l t s  t h a t

t h e s e  N a t i v e s  o b t a i n e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .

So t h e y — l a t e r  o n ,  I t h i n k ,  V a n c o u v e r  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e — o r  maybe my

1 a n c e s t o r s  s h o we d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  o f  t hem

up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And t h e y  had p i l e s  and p i l e s  o f  f u r s .  I

t h i n g  G e o r g e ?  t h i s  C a p t a i n  V a n c o u v e r ,  w o u l d  h a v e  made a n i c e

p r o f i t .  B u t  b e i n g  a f r a i d  o f  t h e s e  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e

t h e y  saw t h e  E u r o p e a n s ,  t h e y  h e s i t a t e d  and d i d n ' t  do  a n y t h i n g .  So

t h a t ’ s one o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  when t h e  f i r s t  e x p l o r e r  came up t h e

T s e t s a u t s  and M i s h k a  c o u n t r y  i n  P o r t l a n d  C a n a l .  T h e r e ' s  - h e  made?

c h a r t s  w h i l e  V a n c o u v e r ,  G e o r g e  V a n c o u v e r , he  had t w o  s h i p s  w i t h  h i m  
1

named t h e  D i s c o v e r y  and  t h e  C h a t h a m .  He a n c h o r e d  t h e s e  t w o  s h i p s
! i- . *up*

d  r i g h t  a b o v e  p r  e s e n  t  d a y  Pr  i n c e  Rup e r t ,  r  i  g h t  wh e r  e t  h e T s i  mshi  an 

fe:  v i l l a g e  i s  now c a l l e d  P o r t  S i m p s o n .  T h a t ' s  w h e r e  he a n c h o r e d  t h e s e
. ' >: ; •; ’■’•■I- •'

two s h i p s .  He u s e d  h i s  l o n g  b o a t s ,  h i s  l i f e b o a t s  t o  e x p l o r e .  T h e y
a,’<

I,-, rode up t o  P o r t l a n d  C a na l  and  when he l a i d  o u t  h i s  c h a r t s ,  and h i s  

i f .m e m o s  o r  h i s  j o u r n a l s ,  he* named i t  P o r t l a n d  C h a n n e l  . I t  i s  n o t  

known ev en  t o d a y  why i t  i s  c a l l e d  P o r t l a n d  C a na l  l a t e r .  And a l I



t h e  i s l a n d ?  a I I t h e  c o v e s ?  a I I t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  

s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  a r o u n d  K e t c h i k a n  a l l  t h e  way up t o  J u n e a u  a r e a  

t h i s  f a mo u s  e x p l o r e r ?  C a p t a i n  V a n c o u v e r ?  named a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  d ay  

E n g l i s h  names t h a t  y o u  s e e  on t h e s e  n a v i g a t i o n  c h a r t s  nuw.  L u n g

b a c k  i n  same way h a p p e n  i n  T l i n g i t  c o u n t r y ?  i n  C h i l k a t ,  i s  known

a s — i t ' s  known as? uh? L y n n  C a n a l » He named i t  L y n n  C h a n n e l ? b u t  

somehow n o b o d y  knows why t h e y  w e r e  c h a n g e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a k i n g  o f  

t h e  maps,.

So t h i s  man,  t h e  T l i n g i t s  h a v e  l o t  o f  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h i s  man when 

he f i r s t  came t o  Auk Ba y  i n  J u n e a u  and up i n  C h i l k a t  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  

t h i s  v o y a g e  b y  V a n c o u v e r . So i t  was when I r e a d  h i s  j o u r n a l s  I. 

was r e a l l y  amazed a t  what  was i n v o l v e d  and what  he  d o n e  i n  

e x p l o r i n g  t h i s  a r e a .  You know? t h e  R u s s i a n s  came i n?  t h e y  w e r e  

f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a r o u n d  S i t k a ?  y o u  know? t h e  R u s s i a n s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  Ns-'W 

A r c h a n g e l  t h e y  c a l l  i t ?  and i t  was S i t k a ?  known a s  S i t k a ?  A l a s k a  

n o w.  Wher e  t h e y  t r a d e d  w i t h  the? N a t i v e s  t h e r e ?  and I know t h e  

R u s s i a n s  a l m o s t  w i p e d  o u t  t h e  s e a  o t t e r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t r a d i n g  

p e r i o d .  AI I a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ?  l i k e  V a n c o u v e r  s a i d ?  he  saw t h e s e  s ea

o t t e r s ?  e v e n  up b y  P o r t -  up P o r t l a n d  C a na l  - He s a i d  y o u  c o u l d

a l m o s t  w a l k  on t h e  s a l mon ?  he s a i d .  1 h e y  w e r e  s o  t h i c k  up P o r t l a n d  

C a n a l .  He s a i d  he was amazed a t  t h e  a n i m a l s ?  t h e  t r e e s ?  t h e  

v e g e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p l a c e .  But  he  h a d — t h e  mai n  t h i n g  i n  h i s  mi nd 

was l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  s h o r t c u t  t o  C h i n a ?  s o  he  d i d n ' t  r e a l  l y  e x p l o r e  

t h e  a r e a ?  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d o n e  t r a d i n g  w i t h  t h e  M i s h k a  a t  t h e  mou t h  o f  

N a s s  R i v e r .  He s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a w h i l e  and t h e  M i s h k a s  h a v e  

many s t o r i e s  a b o u t  h i m  when he f i r s t  came t h e r e .  He t r a d e d  l o t  o f  

f u r s  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  w h o l e  a r e a ?  b u t  he made s t r o n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

N a s s  R i v e r  p e o p l e  when he came i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .

L o t  o f  t h i n g s  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  R u s s i a n s  came t o  A l a s k a .

T h e r e ' s  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .  P e o p l e  w i l l  p l a n t i n g — d i f f e r e n t



c o u n  t r  i e s  w e r e  p I a n t  i n g  f I a g s ,  t h e y  w e r e  p l a n t  i ng c r  o 5 s e s  .i n 

d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  D i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  B u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

n o b o d y  owned t h e  c o a s t  o f  n o r t h e r n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  and A l a s k a .  So 

I ’ l l  end  my s t o r y  t o  t h a t  t o d a y .  A n y  q u e s t i o n s ?  W e l l ,  I ’ l l  h a v e  

t  o end niy s t  o r  y  n e x t  t  wo d a y s ,  n e x t  w e e k , b e c a u s e  i t ’ l l  b e o u r  l a s t  

week.  So I ' l l  h a v e  t o  go t h r o u g h  p r e t t y  f a s t  on some o f  t h e  

s t o r i e s .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  T h a n k  y o u .


