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Main Camp -  Mouth o f  K a te e l  

She say s  t h a t  summer time th ey  u sed  b o a t s  to  go from
o

the  mouth o f  the  IJyukuk R iv e r  up to the mouth o f  the K a te e l  

R iv e r .  Here was t h e i r  main camp. The t r i p  was n in e ty  m i le s .  

T h e i r  s l e d s  were  k e p t  a t  t h e i r  f a l l  camp, the w in t e r  camp.

T h e i r  b o a t s  h ad  in b o a rd  m otors and a scoSfe. The scou4 was  

u sed  f o r  c a r r y in g  a l l  t h e i r  w in t e r  s u p p l i e s .  T h e ir  b o a t ,  

a l s o ,  had  a t e n t  w ith  a s tove  in  i t  to  cook t h e i r  m e a ls .  T h is  

way they  d id  not have to  s top  anywhere to  e a t .  She says  th ey  

n eve r  l o s e  time t r a v e l i n g .

M ad e lin e  s a y s  t h a t  when th ey  s t a r t  coming back  from  

w in te r  camp, th ey  g a th e r  a l l  t h e i r  t r a p s ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  in  one 

day. A t  each camp, on way back  home, they  s top  f o r  one day  

in  o rd e r  to  g a th e r  a l l  t h e i r  t r a p s .  About 25 m i le s  from  

K a te e l  they  a r r i v e  where th ey  have another main c a b in  w ith  

a cache . I t  i s  h e re  where th ey  come f o r  t h e i r  summer. So ,  

a f t e r  w in t e r  camp they go to  main camp. But around  E a s te r  

time they sometimes go to  N u la to  to  spend E a s te r  Sunday t h e r e ,  

as t h a t  i s  xirhere the p r i e s t  i s .  A f t e rw a r d s ,  th ey  go back  

to  K^yukuk f o r  more d an c in g  and s in g in g  and j u s t  to  h a v in g  a  

r e a l  good t im e .

S p r in g  Camp
/

In  the s p r in g  th ey  move^from f a i l  camp to  t h e i r  s p r in g
J  ,

camp. Pi r  , t hey  have,... to- sh o v e i  . a l l  soow away

f l o o r i n g  and around  i t , then th ey  can move a l l  th e  "things  

th ey  need  a t  s p r in g  camp. They need  such t h in g s  a s ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  

dog f e e d ,  and a t  l a s t  the b o a t ,  which they move when i t  i s  

r e a l l y  f r o z e n .  They w i l l  need  the b o a t  l a t e r  to  go th rough  

a l i t t l e  s lou gh  to  Kyukuk from where they  camped.

They then lo o k  f o r  more m uskrat houses and s e t  t h e i r  t r a p s .  

They n eve r  l o s e  any tim e. Everyday  they  have to be  o u t .  And 

when th ey  go out in  canoe th ey  t r a v e l  a t  n i g h t ,  a l l  n ig h o ,  u n t i l  

i t  g e t s  a l i t t l e  d a rk .  Then th ey  make f i r e  and c o f f e e .  But  

as  soon a s  i t  g e t s  a  l i t t l e  l i g h t ,  th ey  go out and  shoot  

m uskrat , as  many as  they  want t o .  There i s  no l i m i t  on how 

many muskrat th ey  can ta k e .  Then, around  6 o 'c l o c k  in  the  

m orning th ey  come home and s le e p  4 o r  5 h o u r s .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  

th ey  sk in  and hang  a l l  t h e i r  m usk rats . They have  a s p e c ia l
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5 Our L i f e  a t  Camp

p la c e  f o r  h a n g in g  them to  keep th e  dogs from g e t t i n g  a t  them. 

M uskrat i s  r e a l  good e a t in g ,  r e a l l y  f a t .  The e a r l y  s p r in g  

ones a re  the  b e s t  f o r  e a t in g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  th ey  a re  s t i l l  

in  t h e i r  h o u se s .  The l a t e  s p r in g  ones a re  not so good e a t in g ,  

as th ey  have a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  swimming. Some t h a t  a r e  not so 

good th ey  g iv e  to  the  dogs. The r e s t  they  keep f o r  fo o d .

L a t e r  on in  s p r in g  th ey  move to  another s p r in g  camp on 

the I^rukuk R iv e r .  There they  hunt around  a l i t t l e  and g e t  

re ad y  to  go down the Yukon. They put ou t  t h e i r  f i s h  n e t s .

They catch  f i s h ,  cu t  them and d ry  them f o r  fo o d  f o r  th em se lves  

and f o r  t h e i r  d og s .  They need  l o t s  b e f o r e  g o in g  to  summer 

f i s h  camp. Then th ey  s t a r t  f o r  the Yukon.

The Yukon

On th e  way to  the Yukon th ey  come near the  b i g  h i l l  xvhich

th ey  c a l l  ' Here th e  men s t a r t  sh o o t in g  a t

the  h i l l  o r  j u s t  sometimes in t o  the  r i v e r .  The p e o p le  in  
€>

K^/ukuk h ea r  the  sh o ts  and answer them a l s o  w ith  s h o o t in g .

They keep sh o o t in g  u n t i l  p a r t y  l a n d s .  Everybody  happy to  see  

each o t h e r .  There i s  g r e a t  exc item en t and a r e a l  cause f o r  

c e l e b r a t i o n .
The sh o o t in g  was sym bo lic  o f  b r e a k in g  the  p a d lo c k  on

w in t e r .  There i s  a w h ite  spo t  on the h i l l  th a t  lo o k s  l i k e  a

p a d lo c k .  I t  i s  t h i s  th a t  the  men shoot a t  and sometimes, they

j u s t  shoot in  th e  r i v e r .  EverybodyAhappy to  see each o th e r

f o r  th ey  have not seen each o th e r  f o r  so l o n g ,
c?

As th e  p a r t y  comes down Kyukuk R iv e r  o th e r  p e o p le  j o i n  

them. Many w a i t  a t  K a te e l  f o r  the p a r t y  to  come so th ey  can 

then b e g in  t h e i r  jo u rn e y  to g e th e r  to  K^yukuk. When

the who le  p a r t y  comes n ea r  th e  h i l l  they  a l l  s top  t h e i r  m otors  

and b e g in  sh o o t in g .  A l l  t h e i r  b o a t s  a re  t i e d  t o g e t h e r .  They  

a re  g r e e te d  back  w ith  more s h o o t in g .v--So»®-~4i©opJ*e^ from up . f  L e  

Yukon, w ou ld  a l s o  come down - to  gsfeet therff. /i-£ 5

\ I b e u  t h o y a ^ i v a ,  £hey w ou ld  see many p eo p le  l i n e d  up 

on the b a n k s * ,w a i t in g  to  r e c e iv e  them. The women a re  danc ing .

Tbeip-. w ou ld  tre - s in -g iwg • a w i  dane ing . up  ahead

o#-^Uaa^peepXe^-JLjeading.. theaaJfcP There w i l l  h a s

days and days and days o f  p o t la t c h .

6



6 Our L i f e  a t  Camp

F ish  Camp .
' 4 4"~'j fV $  M  *w-

The^men gather’ a l l  the l o g s  fo r1—th>©> raak.ina-g <f f &  the f i s h  

w hee l.  F-or making a new f i s h  wheel a l l  p o l e s  must b e  new.

A t  4-fje f i s h  camp, they  put in  t h e i r  f i s h  n e t s .  They catch  

f i s h  f o r  the doq;s and f o r  th em se lv e s .  A lw ays  g o t  uo 

f e e d  th e  dogs. / j ! h e y p i t c h  b i g  t e n t s ,  th a t  th ey  make 

X ’th em se lv e s  out o f  can vas . Sometimes, they  have two b i g  

t e n t s  in  a row. One they  use  o n ly  f o r  s l e e p in g ,  th e  o th e r  

i s  f o r  c o o k in g  and e a t in g .
/ A f t e r  the men f i n i s h  making the f i s h  w h ee l,  th ey  p«fc 

i % iniJ<> the  r i v e r ,  Next day, th e  f i s h  wheel i s  f u l l .  The 

p e o p le  b e g in  c u t t i n g  f i s h  r i g h t  away. Th-ey dry™ar%^, too-,- 

They keep f i s h  wheel r im n in g  a l l  the tim e to  g e t  a s  much ^ j

f i s h  as  they  can . £ jh e ^ S ^ a sh  the f i s h  w e l l  4*re- f  1* i-e^-

The men c u t  the  f i s h  f o r  the dogs. Onlv the  women 

&ew* cu t  the f i s h  th a t  i s  u sed  f o r  •bke.TT e a t in g .  Sometimes,  

th ey  have n ig h t  c rew s th a t  work a l l  n i g h t  lo n g .  Next day, 

th ey  do i t  a l l  over  agA in .  G e t t in g  f i s h  i s  l o t s  o f  work.

M ade lin e  say s^ th a t^  th ey  had  a  good f i s h  camp. But a f t e r  she 

l o s t  h e r  man, she moved to  a  (d i f f e r e n t  camp, to  a camp

she now h a s .

B ishop  Mountain  

T h is  o th e r  camp i s  a t  B ish op  M ounta in . She says  i t  i s  

a n ic e  camp, to o .  There she c a tc h e s  m ost ly  s i l v e r  and k in g  

salmon. She says  she r e a l l y  has  to  spend her  tim e t a k in g  

good c a re  o f  ^<pr f i s h  so she can have r e a l  good e a t in g  f i s h .

She checks stfESSXacLsmoke house f o r  f l i e s  or a n y th in g  t h a t  

might b o th e r  the f i s h .
She s a i d  that she and her  o l d  man u se  to  have a  commercial 

f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e  b u t  she no lo n g e r  has  h e r s .  She tu rn e d  i t  

ove r  to^d au eh te r  J e n n i e ,  and one o f  h e r  o ld e r  bo y s  h a s  ge-t-

one now, ^too-. They have to  f o l l o w  the law  r e a l  c l o s e }

k e e p in g  the f i s h ^ n e t s  in  3 o r  4 days o n ly .  Bu t th e  n e t s  have  

to  be ou t  o f  th e  w ate r  by  6 w/\ c ^ y \  d .

The game w a rd e n s^ .a r e  a lw ay s  around , so /they must be
i d  ) o/i ^  ^  Y L >  I

c a r e f u l .  ^TheyX fljM t h an s  th e  f i s h ^ f o r - a  few  days b e f o r e

f }  few  days, th e  doors  to  th e  f i s h  cache

a re  opened  to  l e t  in  f r e s h  a i r ,  so th a t  the f i s h  does not  

s p o i l .
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j>f tfc
M ad e lin e  says  th a t  a f t e r  she move&^to G a len a ,  her

bo y s  b r i n g  h e r  f i s h ,  l o t s  o f  i t .  Some o f  them moved to

f^ u k u k , and |ake i s h  home w ith  them, to o .  She says

t h a t  th e v lp u t  upa, salmon b e l l i e s  a w d - s a l t  the b e l l i e s *  They 
A t Aj a r  k in g  o r  s i l v e r  salmons and s t r i p s .  They j a r

as  many a s  they  can , c a se s  o f  them. A l l  h e r  c h i ld r e n  and  

a l l  h e r  g r a n d c h i ld re n  do t h e i r  own can n in g . M Adeline  has  been  

can n in g  f o r  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s .  Her c h i ld r e n  can f i s h  f o r  her  

now a s  she no l o n g e r  cans h e r s e l f  .

Smoke House

For smoking f i s h ,  th ey  have a smoke house wi^il^XElpiS'S' 

comjLjag'f-r1©®" th e  .stove- o u t s . I f  th ey  have no p ip e s ,  th en ,  

th ey  make f i r e  in s id e  smoke house . Only a  sm all f i r e ,  so as  

to  not make the f i s h  too  smokey. The l i t t l e  smoke keep the  

f l i e s  away. The wood th ey  u se  i s  d ry  cottonwood , as  i t  

does not f lam e  o r  burn  f a s t .  I t  g i v e s  s low  h ea t  to  the f i s h .
, ■ | j  ̂ f i ' 1 ■ ©

X lJhen th ey  go back  to  f a l l  camp, they f i s h  on i£/ukuk R iv e r  

j , u s t - l i k e  camp..

©«•• the- Kytikuk-HR&max&va-fe&ey 'ea-teh- w h ite  f i s h  and p ik e s ,  which  

j a re  f o r  In d ia n  i c e  cream* cAl-©©.* some f i s h  a re  u se d  xo r

■fche do^s. F ish  heads  and e^^s  a re  a l s o  u se d  f o r  food.*

7 Our L i f e  a t  Camp

MINOR TOPICS o f  DISCUSSION

C lo th e s

Todays c lo t h e s  a re  not l i k e  c lo t h e s  in  o ld  d ays .  In  

the  o ld  days the  c l o t h in g  was made in  the home and were  

c o m fo r ta b le  t o  th e  p e o p le .  They were made to  be  v e r y  warm. 

D i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s  a re  u se d  to d ay .  Animal s k in s  were u sed  

in  the o ld  days . Back th en , the men had  t r a v e l i n g  b o o t s .  

These b o o t s  were e x t r a  b i g  f o r  e x t r a  socks and e x t r a

c l o t h i n g .  Then they  had  a p a i r  o f  b o o t s  to  wear around  

camp a r e a  and a t h i r d  p a i r  to  wear in s i d e  the  t e n t ,  l i k e  

s l i p o e r s .  The c l o t h in g  in  th e  o ld  days was not r e a l  heavy .
a ■ •

Such as  t h e i r  w o l f  l e g g i n g s ,  which were lo n g  b o o t s ,  w ere ^  

v e r y  l i g h t . < 'E v e n  the Moose sk in  l e g g i n g s  were l i g h t .  Back  

then th e  c lo t h e s  were made to  be  f u n c t i o n a l .  E veryday  c lo t h e s
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were p l a i n ,  no fa n c y  d e s ig n s .  C lo th e s  f o r  g o in g  to  

c e l e b r a t i o n  o r  to  go to  town w ere  d e c o ra te d .

How to  T re a t  O thers
n  ( k \ l  \ c <

M ade lin e  s t a t e s  theit" "ttee E ld e i s

X̂ a S' w a s ^ lw a y s  t o  be  k in d  to  o th e r s .  Orie i s  not

to  a c t  as  i f  b e t t e r  than the o th e r s .  She says  t h a t  p a re n t s  

t a lk  to  them a l l  the time about t h i s .  That i f ,  someone needs  

h e lp ,  then you must h e lp  them i f  you can . ONe must r e s p e c t  

th e  E ld e r s ,  be  w ith  them. A lw ays  g iv e  h e lp  i f  you can, a t  

anytim e. She says  tha^ s what t h e i r  e l d e r s  use to  t e l l  them.

To b e  k in d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to  o t h e r s ,  A lw ays to be  f r i e n d l y  

and n ev e r  to  a r g u e ,  w ith  anybody. But nowadays, the  k id s  

h a s  o th e r  in f lu e n c e s  in  t h e i r  l i v e s .  D ru gs .  A lc o h o l .  The 

c h i ld r e n  m ostly  d o n 't  l i s t e n  anymore. But she s t i l l  t r i e s  

t a l k i n g  to  h e r  b o y s .

l s J V i L  Q O o & $  /&cJt
O ther a d v is e  .given, was th a t  i f  a a »e o n e  fy*rcte-~fs«*ya:

^ i - e  h u n t in g ,  tiw jy" c-aXL sh a re  i t  w ith  the  E ld e r s ,  as  the  

E ld e r s  a re  not a b le  to f o r  th em se lv e s .  They a re

a lw ay s  to  ta k e  good c a re  o f  th e  o ld e r  p e o p le .  thei^ must

ta k e  good c a re  o f  the  J&uuv). th ey  c a tch ,  l i k e  w o l f  and th e  

w o lv e r in e — whom th e y  c a l l  Doyon, the  B i g  C h ie f .

Doyon -  th e  B i g  C h ie f   ̂ T i , ,£
“  ( ^ W  * ft 'vA  ^

When someone ca tch e s  Doyon^, -  the B i g  C h ie f ,  w c r y o o a  

c y '£ -s  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r .  Canvas i s  l a i d  out on the f l o o r .  Here

on top o f  th e  canvas tL'awi Doyon w ith  a  r e d  h a n k e rc h ie f
H t r,ppxl€<% PM* <M*#J

around h i s  n e c ^ f '  -abound •• «a©. .w o lv e in  no*

Young bo y s  a r e  J & M - t'cf j o i n  them so^ that. th£^  \^ 1 1  ^

lu c k  l a t e r  in  t h e i r  l i v e s .
if—r*- an  th ose  who gS^come b r i n g  some fo o d  to  e a t .  Then 

the  men and young boys ea t  A f t e rw a r d s

t& ey ' s l i m  the w o l v e r i n ^  '  ̂ skvvlK-< i

A P o w e r fu l  S p i r i t

I f  someone k i l l s  w o lv e r in e  f o r  someone e l s e  ihen

he must b e  ®*>paid f o r  i t .  The w o lv e r in e  has  a p o w e r fu l

s p i r i t .  The P eop le ,  c a l l  t h i s  6 * A  ^  / W .
som eone 's  t r a p  w o lv e r in e  caught in  i t  and i t  s t i l l  ± n r c -  &
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and i t  lo o k s  l i k e  i t  m ight run away w ith  the t r a p ,  then ,

w o lv e r in e .  «£rb JJ’e must then go and t e l l  the owner o f  the  

t r a p  th a t  he d id  t h i s .  Now the owner o f  the  t r a p  ^jgpays 

the man f o r  h i s  deed  f o r  the  S p i r i t  o f  the w o lv e r in e  i s

v e r y  p o w e r fu l .

M ad e lin e  t a l k s  o f  a s t o r y  she h as  h e a rd  lo n g  ago 

abou t  a man in  J<altag who u sed  to go ove r  to U n ^ c le e t  a l l  

the  tim e. T h is  man like*] a c e r t a in  g i r l  b u t  the  g i r l ’ s 

f a t h e r  w ou ld  not g i v e  up h i s  daughter to  any man. Nobody  

c o u ld  have t h i s  m an 's d au gh te r .  Then one daythe man from  , ,

K a l t a g  was g o in g  to (in a k le e t ) a n d  on the way^ saw a w o lv e r in e  

in  a t r a p  d r a g g in g  i t .  So he f o l l o w e d  the w o lv e r in e ,  then

y

tohe k i l l e d  i t  and hung y t  vcp. Then he w en t^h is  way 

Jnaklee't, and what he d id .  The t r a p  happen to

b e l o n g '  to  th e  man w ith  th e  d au gh te r .  T h is  man then s a i d  to

the Kal t a g  man, "What do you want so th a t  I  can |j|pay you

f o r  what you h a v e 'd o n e ? "  The Kal t a g  man answ ered , ■©ayiwfr*

" I  want n o th in g  e l s e ,  b u t  o n ly  you r  d a u g h te r . "  So the  
\ ~

f U nak leet^  man h ad  to  g iv e  h i s  daugh ter  to  t h i s  man.

i l  t t e  w o lv e r in e  p e l t s  a r e  v ^ r y  v a l u a b l e .  They u sed
jjst V-irv te*- * *  \ j .

f o r t t *"Tiyw gN gn  parkajl e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  women p a rk a s .  I t  i s

th e  * same £ & % h e  w o l f  s k in s ,  / i n  the o lden  days, w hatever

the  p e o p le  w ou ld  catch they b r i n g  i t  home and keep ^ t  m  ^

the house f o r  one day. They may, sometimes sk in  i t *  same day ‘ 4

I. to  e £ i5 £ & £ ±  t  in  th e  h ou je  - fo r-  ( V
o ve r  n i g h t .  But w tta d a y fe j  no m o re /  Ne^-%hcy- j u w f

d d n  th ^ -a n im a l  an-d hang ifra <m m m * o u td o o rs .  NeHr-ttre'-SaSie

a o y ^ r * .  Here M a d e l in e t a lk *  o f  how i g j t o j f t  b « r

meat and beaver, m eat,” Ax,.. . U n i o n s  ago. d id  nSt know how to
k .

s e t  t r a p %  ' For the b e a r  meat i t  was h a rd  to nunt.

R esp ec t  f o r  the An im als

The men r e a l l y  t r y  h a r d  to  lo o k  f o r  b e a r s  when h u n t in g .

Only  the men hunt f o r  b e a r .  When th ey  catch  and k i l l  a  b ea r  

th e  men a re  the  o n ly  ones to  h an d le  i t s  meat. Women a re  not  

- a l lo w e d  to  touch i t s  meat. Young g i r l s  e s p e c i a l l y  a re  not to  

t \ 6 \Wcl/^ TOUrH IT ^  TJi^t i s  th e  xvay i t  was lo n g  ago . When they  have

b e a r ^ i a r  p o t la t c h  then th ey  have to  r e a l l y  tak e  c a re  in  i t s
■A



p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  the p o t la t c h .  The b lo o d  o f  the b e a r  must 

never b e  a l lo w e d  to  s p i l l  upon the  f l o o r .  O th e rw ise ,  th ey  

1 V  w i l l  never  ca tch  the b e a r  a g a in .  So g r e a t  c a re  h ad  to  be

taken when c u t t in g  up b e a r  so no b lo o d  d r ip s  to  the f l o o r .

The P e o p le  a l s o  had  taken  s p e c ia l  p r e c a u t i o n  ^for t h e ^ ^ ^  ^  

a  , w o l f  and w o lv e r in e . Long ago ,  they  use  to  burn

"Ci'ujf 1 A ^  ‘ mo-at- o f  the w o l f  and w o lv e r in e - . - "  The p eo p le  never  a te  the
^  meat o f  th e se  two a n im a ls .  Th-ey-...woul^-'buir'n' t h e  meat - way

out where n o b o d y - g ^ s .  T h is  i s  how they  t r e a t e d  the w o l f  

and w o lv e r in e .  These an im a ls  have v e r y  s p e c i a l  power 

and so must be t r e a t e d  in  c e r t a in  ways so th a t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  

be  r e s p e c t e d .  I f  such c a re  no t  g i v e n ,  the P eop le  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  th ey  can g e t  a r t h r i t i s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  such a c t s , ' » s H » '

•frhc ^ Tit i  nff—   w f-4dta,~aiol.£"«oP' 'Wytfe.g.a.iafiu

The P e o p le  a re  governed  by  t h e i r  th ough ts  about, such  

•things. They have c e r t a in  b e l i e f s  about t h e i r  t o o l s ,  even.

Such a s  th e y  b e l i e v e  th a t  t h e i r  sn a re s  have a c e r t a i n  power 

about them. So no one ta k e s  f o o d  from  another m ans’ t r a p  

o r  sn a re .  One can ask  another f o r  fo o d .  But one can not  

j u s t  take  fo o d  from another mans' snare  w ithout b r i n g i n g  

harm or b a d  lu c k  to  h im s e l f .  T h is  i s  the way th e  P eop le  a re .  

They b e l i e v e d  th a t  you can g e t  s ic k n e s s  irom  t a k in g  from  

a n o t h e r s '  sn a re .  Tney c a l l  t h i s  . They do

n o t  know why c e r t a in  th in g s  have c e r t a in  power about tinem. They  

o n ly  know th a t  th ose  th in g s  do have  power and they  r e s p e c t  t h i s .

When the men a re  out h u n t in g  the b e a v e r  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  

then th a t  the women must n o t  go w ith  another man beca u se  the  

b e a v e r  w i l l  f i n d  a  way to  t e l l  on h e r .  That i s  what they  

b e l i e v e d .

Todays s e s s io n  i s  ended w ith  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  o n s the  

ch o res  o f  t a n n in g  c a r ib o u  and moose h id e s .  They t a lk ^ a  l i t t l e  

about the b r a in s  t h a t  a re  u sed  in  the p ro c e s s  and

the sm e ll  o f  smoke. I t  was a v e r y  le n g th y  bu t  e d u c a t io n a l  

s e s s io n  to d ay .  We thankyou M ade lin e  Solomon.


