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Main Camp - Mouth of Kateel

She says that summer time they used boats to go from
the mouth of the gsukuk River up to the mouth of the Kateel
River. Here was their main camp. The trip was ninety milese.
Their sleds were kept at their fall camp. the winter camp.
Their boats had inboard motors and a sco&ﬁ. The sco@é was
used for carrying all their winter supplies. Their boat,
also, had a tent with a stove in it to cook their meals. This
way they did not have to stop anywhere to eat. She says they

never lose time traveling.

Madeline says that when they start coming back from
winter camp, they gather all their traps, but not all in one
day. At each camp, on way back home, they stop for one day
in order to gather all their traps. About 25 miles from
Kateel they arrive where they have another main cabin with
a cache. It is here where they come for their summer. So,
after winter camp they go to main camp. But around Easter
time they sometimes go to Nulato to spend Easter Sunday there,
as that is where the priest is. Afterwards, they go back
to g;ukuk for more dancing and singing and just to having a

real good time.,
Spring Camp

na
In the spring they move(from égii camp to thelr spring
camp. First, they have to--shevel-all-snow- away”frDM%@hear

flooring and-around.it, then they can move all the things

they need at spring camp. They need such things as, groceries,
dog feed, and at last the boat, which they move when it is
really frozen. They will need the boat later to go through

a little slough to §§;kuk from where they camped.

They then look for more muskrat houses and set their traps.
They never lose any time. Everyday they have to be out. And
when they go out in canoe they travel at night, all night, until
it gets a little dark. Then they make fire and coffee. But
as soon as it gets a little light, they go out and shoot
muskrat, as many as they want to. There is no limit on how
many muskrat they can take. Then, around 6 o'clock in the
morning they come home and sleep 4 or 5 hours. Afterwards,

they skin and hang all their muskrats. They have a special
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5 Our LIfe at Camp

place for hanging them to keep the dogs from getting at them.
Muskrat is real good eating, really fat. The early spriong
ones are the best for eating, especially if they are still

in their houses. The late spring ones are not so good eating,
as they have already started swimming. Some that are not so

cood they give to the dogs. The rest they keep for food.

gater on in spring they move to another spring camp on
the §yukuk River. There they hunt around a little and get
ready to go down the Yukon. They put out their fish nets.
They catch fish, cut them and dry them for food for themselves
and for their dogs. They need lots before going to summer

fish camp. Then they start for the Yukon.

The Yukon
On the way to the Yukon they come near the big hill which
1 )
they call Mineelghaadza . Here the men start shooting at

the hill or just sometimes into the river. The people in
g;ukuk hear the shots and answer them also with shooting.
They keep shooting until party lands. Everybody happy to see
each other. There is great excitement and a real cause for
celebration.

The shooting was symbolic of breaking the padlock on
winter. There is a white spot on the hill that looks like a
padlock. It is this that the men shoot at and sometimes, they
just shoot in the river. Everybod&jﬁappy to see each other
for they have not seen each other for so long.

As the party comes down é?ukuk River other people join
them. Many wait at Kateel for the party to come so they can
then begin their journey together to ﬁ%ukuk. When
the whole party comes uvear the hill they all stop their motors
and begin shooting. All their boats are tied together. They
are greeted back with more shootlnq(;wﬁome_people, from up /s f,& £

;;gikur VRNLY,

Yukon, would also come down.to eet thenl, pkuwf p M2 5 om-R
%9

Waen—they—arrive., ;hey would see many people lined up
on the banks, waiting to receive them. The women are dancing.
ﬁg would be singing-and-daneing. up-ahead
of—the. people,.leading them to.the-river.-banks. There will bo
days and days and days of hawdsse potlatch.

)
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6 Our Life at Camp

- Figh Camp
(‘b( 44 Wff}
The™ men gather all the logs §ermtna»makanqdﬂ9 the fish

wheel. For making a new fish wheel all poles must be new.
At +he fish camp, they put in their fish nets. They catch
Mope fish for the doqs and for themselves. Always got to
feed the dogs. They,ﬂihugﬁpltch big tents, that they make

“themselves out of canvas. Sometimes, they have two big

tents in a row. One they use ounly for sleeping, the other

is for cooking and eating.

ei& After the men finish making the fish wheel, they pes

i+ into the river, Next day, the fish wheel is full. The
people bealn cutting fish right away. They ey 0O
They keep flsh wheel rugning all the time to get as much
fish as they can. i_TheEwash the fish well tb-SedSSmSYica 3’
awaww, The men cut the fish for the dogs. Only E?e women

eanw cut the fish that is used for bhesr eatlng‘ ometimes,

they have night crews that work all night long. Next day,

they do it all over agAin. Getting fish is lots of work.
Madeline sayskthatfthey had a good fish camp. But after she
lost her o é: man, she moved to a different camp, to a camp

she now has.

Bishop Mountain
This other camp is at Bishop Mountain. She says it is
a nice camp, too. There she catches mostly silver and king
salmon. She says she really has to spend her time taking
cood care of her fish so she can have real good eating fish.
She checks -wzadug., smoke house for flies or anything that
might bother the fish.

She said the she and her old man use to have a commercial
fishing license but she no longer has hers. She turmned it
over to“%gughterlaénnle, and one of her older boys has get-
one now, teo. They have to follow the law real close;
keeping the fish:nets in 3 or 4 days only. But the nets have
to be out of the water by 6 })MA N the wve ‘q( cleseel a@?J.
\are always around, SO they must 2?

4 A O")Yyl e
t hang the fls@4§OP’a few days befbre AJP( i

The game warden

ome , few days, the doors to the fish cache

are opened to let in fresh air, so that the fish does not

spoil.




7 Our LIfe at Camp
Madeline says that after she movegyto Galena, her
‘ 1?oys bring her fish, lots of it. Some of them moved to
rukuk, and take some /fish home with them, too. She says
A ’ ﬁ?iﬁ @%H%%f’ ’ . Y | s
that they, put uaﬂsalmon bellies -and-salb-the-belliess They < 7
‘ A ) (&dried _
jar king or silver salmons and strips. They Jjar
as many as they can, cases of them. All her children and
all her grandchildren do their own canning. MAdeline has been
canning for over forty years. Her children can fish for her

now as she no longer cans herselfl .

Smoke House

For smoking fish, they have a smoke house with-pipes
ggmingmﬁpemwtheastevew@uﬁsﬁde. If they have no pipes, then,
they make fire inside smoke house. Only a small fire, so as
to not make the fish too smokey. The little smoke keep the
flies away. The wood they use is dry cottounwood, as it

does not flame or burn fast. It gives slow heat to the fish.

o i' o £ ] 5 P ATAL AN &
\(J*g\”““‘ #When they go back to fall camp, they fish on Kyukuk River
. just-tike the¥ woul Ei’»-wigiffﬁﬂfé “Yokon -durine the-summer . camp.
Sl wy

N @nxthewK4v&uk~R$uamwﬁéhéyieateh»white fish and pikes, which
A \\[":51;1{‘3‘"@’\ P A [
plem o sAre gﬁ&ﬂ&:ﬁor Indian ice cream. #Akse, some fish are used for
s "‘,f-\. - g

the dogs. Fish %adtem heads and eggs are also used for food.

MINOR TOPICS of DISCUSSION

Clothes

Todays clothes are not like clothes in old days. In
the old days the clothing was made in the home and were
comfortable to the people. They were made to be very warm.
Different materials are used today. Animal skins were used
in the old days . Back then, the men had traveling boots.
These boots were extra big for extra socks and extra
clothing. Then they had a pair of boots to wear around

. camp area and a third pair to wear inside the tent, like
slippers. The clothing in the old days was not real heavy.

Such as their wolf leggings, which were long boots, were ...

R
&

very light.f;ﬁﬁéﬁ the Moose skin leggings were ligﬁ%.\ Back

then the clothes were made to be functional. Everyday clothes
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were plain, no fancy designs. Clothes for going to

celebration or to go to town were decorated.

How to Treat Others

Madellne states thd the-advise—given.from-the Elders
N, & o
4;3>tbﬁ®

to act as if better than the others. She says that parents

s

wwas~always to be kind to others. One is not

talk to them all the time about this. That if, someone needs
help, then you must help them if you can. OVe must respect
the Elders, be with them. Always give help if you can, at
anytime. She says thgﬂs what their elders use to tell them.
To be kind, especially to others, Always to be friendly
and never to argue, with anybody. But nowadays, the kids
has other influences in their lives. Drugs. Alcohol. The
children mostly don't listen anymore. But she still tries
talking to her boys.
fha v % )

Other advise given, was that if gemeone £imds-food
%ggte hunting, thé§~ share it with the Elders, as the
Elders are not able to ﬁhugt for themselves. They are &mﬁ*w’?

always to take good care of the older people. $§ﬁ~them must ‘hvﬁ’

il
take good care of the 2885 they catch, like wolf and the

wolverine— whom they call Doyon, the Big Chief.

\\\, i’ » ‘«\ ﬁ:
( ,i "’!\’; ﬂ,{,,:‘ }‘,{ig__ﬂ(,,r} .“ -

When someone catches Doyo?A the Big Chief, everyane

Doyon - the Big Chief

ﬁiiémcalled together. ¥as is laid out on the floor. Here

on top of the canvas *q Doyon w1th fxred.hankerchlef
A FLIA § I AP T i

around his nec1T [®QL¥4@§QA§Q@raMnow apoumd the.wolwverine.

@
Young boys are f%{301n them so that they will aye

A2 ’ S

) (A £ P Jalr
luck later in their lives. %ﬁh@“ﬁﬂwkg wamenng~ ) w
5 'f late i

-2 all those who ¢&. come bring some food to eat. Then [+
the men and young boys eat everykhen?yepn Afterwards
they—eskén the wolverlngﬁ \5 skinne ol

A Powerful Spirit

If someone kills wolverine for someone else then
he must be sepaid for it. The wolverine has a powerful

spirit. The People call this bie< ho lasnh o, s G4
aspth &

™ 5‘ A7
someone's trap h;s ‘wolverine caught in it and it stlll Fdrpem QIA/“”

a JV‘ <
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and it looks like it might run away with the trap, then,
. F-semeone—comes-along-and-sees-bhia, he may kill the
wolverine. B’ﬁtye must then go and tell the owner of the
trap that he did this. Now the owner of the trap #fpays
the man for his deed for the Spirit of the wolverine is

very powerful.

Madeline talks of a story she has heard long ago
about a man in Kaltag who used to go over to Un“{leet all
the time. This man liked a certain girl but the girl's
father would not give up his daughter to any man. Nobody

could have this man's daughter. Then one day'the man from

in a trap dragging it. So he followed the wolverine, then

he killed it and hqu th up. Then he wentihis way to
e e 20
@iee and bolewof what he did. The trap happen to

belong Eo the man with the daughter. This man then said to

the Kaltag man, "what do you want so that I can 'pay you

for what you have done?" The Kaltag man answered, Seiiagy
’ "I__\vxgant nothing else, but only your daughter.'" ©So the

({Unakleet“ man had to give his daughter to this man.

; A&
VA (& = \xglver'lne pelts f.ﬂr’e very valuable. They eaa-oe used
v &= ER R
fors 'bsr':npwm@n par’kaﬁ espec:Laj.l
?‘;*

the same ijﬁe‘; the wolf skins. /In the olden days, whatever

for women parkas. It is

the people would catch they bring it home and keep t in

the house for ong day. They meg. sometlmes skin 1it, same day

LITY o3 {3y een b A F
e P ol ey b mdad<SH S it o568 F30& 1t in Lhe house #O™= 1, ,adsy
¢ 1 o ) bt

) -"'L,_i\ 5 e 3 p Cf A“, ‘ff § o AL &
onewday=er over night. But c?ays *nd more.l Neow-they-just

ckin_the-animal-and-hang ibe-mead- outﬁoers. Net-=tivegdne

anymore. Here Madeline _talks of how hard it is to get bear

L MY / el R
meat and beaver mea}t,wf’ov they'long ae;%dld not know how to
nfp bewise
set tr'ap% “For the bear meat it was hard to hunt.

Respect for the Animals

The men really try hard to look for bears when hunting.
‘ Only the men hunt for bear. When they catch and kill a bear
the men are the only ones to handle its meat. Women are not

allowed to touch its meat. Young girls especially are not toO

t/\f‘*w e powen IT, T}q?:‘: is the way it was long ago. When they have
AN
bear'"»ﬁax* potlatch then they have to really take care in its

}/ ]

/

%

i ¥
fol
AP

A
; ey Y
Kaltag was going to naklee Yand on the wayisaw a wolverine
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preparation for the potlatch. The blood of the bear must
never be allowed to spill upon the floor. Otherwise, they
1 ‘ will never catch the bear again. So great care had to be

taken when cutting up bear so no blood drips to the floor.

The People also had taken special prg:bautlon for the

7 N\ T ’5‘" r
(' wolf and wolverine. Long aqo, they use to burn epi$ha
e 1%% “t& -mead of the wolf and wolverin / The people never ate the

@)@ﬂéﬁt, fﬁ{‘. meat of these two animals. Theywould-bura-the-meat-way
V“ffgwtfys out where nobody-gees. This is how they treated the wolf
and wolverine. These animals have very spg/cial power
and so must be treated in certain ways SO that their spirit
be respected. If such care not given, the People believed
that they can get arthritis as a result of such acts,‘as—to-
the-—eating-ef—the- meat-of-the -Wolf «or Woverince

The People are governed by their thoughts about such
things. They have certain beliefs about their tools, even.
Such as they believe that their snares have a certain power
about them. So no one takes food from another mans' trap
. or snare. One can ask another for food. But one can not
just take food from another mans'! snare without bringing
harm or bad luck to himself. This is the way the People are.
They believed that you can get sickness from taking from

anothers! snare. They call this E\\)% jf‘ A 7O i"'IB. They do

not know why certain things have certain power about them. They
only know that those things do have power and they respect this.

When the men are out hunting the beaver it is especially
then that the women must not go with another man because the
beaver will find a way to tell on her. That is what they
believed.

Todays session is ended with a brief discussion on\the

SE
chores of tannlnq caribou and moose hides They talk a little

: the brains that are used in the process and
the smell of smoke. It was a very lengthy but educational

session today. We thanﬁ§bu Madeline Solemon.
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