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P 1 ac: eS K od i a k ,, A 1 a s k a
Interviewers: Ella Mae Warren and Leanna James

A:/EC My maiden name was Dalamotoss.

03: / LJ Del a?

a : /e c D-A-L.-A--M—O-T-O-S-S

q : /l j M - O - T „„.

AS /EC That is the way they spelled it, the Ru ssi ans.

Q: / LJ You were an orphan?

A:: / EC N o u h  uh .

QS /LJ You. lived in the Mission at. Sand Point?

A s / EC N o , o n W o o d y I s 1 a n d ,,

QS /LJ O h , you did?

AS /EC K o d :i. a k & a p t i s t. Or" p h a n a g e „

M „ Oh ., my goodness. Do you remember when you came?

AS /EC Ah,, it was sometime, I can't, remember the month.

i t was May, May or June.

QS / LJ Do you remember the year?

AS /EC 1902

QS /LJ 1902?

AS /EC Ye a h , I was born in Eunintelligible! „ another

C Tape stops. ! '
QS /LJ Mow,, tell us when you were born,,

AS /EC 1891.

QS /LJ 1891?

AS /EC I n S a n d P o i n t ,, Alas k a „

QS / LJ You were born in 1891 and you came in i9 0 2..

I t h i n k

commune
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A: /EC No. Yeah:, just about ten or eleven years old.
Q:/LJ Do you remember what it what like over there then?

A:/EC Over in Sand Point?

G 2 /1... J N o , over i n Wood y I s 1 an d «

AS/EC O h , it was nice, but I was lonesome to go back,

(3:;/LJ To Sand Point? Did they farm over there?

Ail/EC No. No, I d o n ’t know what they,,,,. My brother did. And 

my mother w a s n ’t home most of the time and my father was., he was 

g o n e.

03S/EMW You mean at Sand Point?

A!/EC Ye a h „

QS/EMW Before you came to the Mission. Your father was dead?

AS/EC Yeah. He was one of the Captains that sailed the boats to

Si beri a.

GS/LJ Oh,, the trading boats,, you. mean?

AS /EC Yeah. Well,, the boats they used., the steamboats or what­

ever, the sailing boats. He was and, ah, his brothers, two of

them, were pilots on the boat,, One stayed back and lived with

F a t h e r H e r m a n , t h e S a i n t „

Q / L J Y o u r f a t h e r ’ s b r o t h e r s 1 i v e d w i t h F a t h e r H e r m a n ?

AS/EC Y e a h „

QS/LJ My goodness. Here on Spruce Island?

AS/EC Yeah,, And he used to come here to the Russian Mission

that was in Kodiak. And h e ’d teach the kids Russian.

Qs/LJ This would be your uncle.

As /EC Y e a h ,, my unc 1 e ,.

QS/EMW What were their names, El lie, your parents names?
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A / EC My parents names were Simeon Dalamotoss was my father.
Q" /LJ What was your mother's name?
A u/EC And my mother's name was Natalia.

Qn /LJ W a s y o u r f a t h e r R u s s i a n ?

A I*./EC Oh, yes, he was Russian.

Q: /LJ Was he born in Russia?

A: /EC I don't know where he was born.

Q /LJ Was your mother...

A ;;/EC S h e w a s R u s s :i. a n , t o a »

Q :/LJ T h e y w e r e b a t h R u s s i a n ,

A" /EC She was a priest's daughter. Gulivan. The priest.

LI f i a 1 a s 1K a . A p r i e s t 's d aug h t er was her mot h e r . That i s ,..

(2 2/LJ Y o u r g r a n d m o t h e r w a s a p r i e s t.'s d a u g h t e r ?

A ::/EC Y e s „ Guli v a n „

Q;/LJ How did you happen to come to the Mission?

A: /EEC My brother brought, no, he sent me to the Mission. He was

•father , mother , ever y th i ng »

Q:/LJ Oh., he was your guardian, sort o-f.

A ”/EC Yeah., yeah, well, I hung on to him. I didn't have... My

sisters were all gone, married and what have you and I had one

brother, Andrew, who was just a little bit older than me, but.

Oscar, though he was a -fisherman and was out cod fishing most of

the time, when he'd come home he was it.

Q:/EMW He was the older brother that saw that, you got to the

Mission?

A; /EC Yeah. I don't know how he found out about the Mission,,

b u t . ..

Q i / E M W H o w d i d y o u t r a v e 1 t o t h e M i s s i o n f r o m S a n d P o i n t ?
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AS /EC On the Newport.
Qs/LJ Oh, on a steamer.

A" /EC On a steamer,, I never...

02S/EMW Was that your first time on a steamer when you traveled 

to here?

A:/EC Oh, yeah.

QS / E M W D i d y o u t r a v e 1 a 1 o n e ?

A!/EC Ah, the purser and his wife, what's his name now? 

CPause. II I was in care of thern.

Qs/EMW They looked after you?

AS/EC Yeah.

Qs/EMW And they brought you to the Mission on Woody Island?

AS/EC They brought me here to Kodiak and the superintendent came 

late at night. I don't know who it was packed me up to the Museum 

up here.

Q ;; / E M W Y o u s t a y e d :i. n t h a t h o u s e ?

AS/EC I slept there? that one night and I woke up Cunintelli- 

g i b 1 e 1.

QS/LJ The Erskines lived there then?

Q:/EMW Who lived there in that house at that, time?

As /EC (Bosses.

QS/EMW Gosses. That's the name I've been trying.  .. There was

somebody that lived there and you knew. How do you spell that?

AS / EC Goss,,

Qs/LJ Now they lived there before Erskines?

QS/EMW R i g h t „

A s / E C 0 h y  e a h , E r s k i n e s w e r e n ' t eve n a r o u n d ,,



0 /  E M W D o y o u r e m e rn b e r w h a t t. h e :i. r f :i. r s t n a m e s w e r e? W r t a t. d i d

t h e y d o i n i< o d i a k ? I) i d t h e y h a v e a s t o r e h e r e ?
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A: /EC Y e s ., they h ad th a t .. .

q :/EMW What, was later the Erskines.

As /EC ...was the manager of that...

G;/EMW Uh hmmm.

q : /l j Ella, at. the time when Gosses li ved in that house ,, W c\
that A 1 aska Commercial Company? Is that what he was manager Of ?
A; /EC N o ,, A 1 a s k a C o m m e r c i a 1 C o m p a n y Manager lived on Woody
Is1 and Greenwood.
q :/EMW G r e e n w o o d w a s A 1 a s k a C o m m e r c :i. a 1 C o m p a n y „ W h a t d :i. d t. h 0
peopIe who lived in that house. .. .. Was it just, a home?

A “ /EC I di d n ’t stay there. Just that one night. I d o n ’t \< n o w
what tlhey were, whether they lived there or not.

Q:/EMW Was it a house like it. is today?
A: /EC C h a n g e d q u i t e a fa i t „

Q:/EMW The house already had the two extra floors at that t.i me n
d i d n ’ t i t ?

A: /EC Yeah „

Q" /LJ It was already a home, it wa s n ’t a storehouse, was it?
AS /EC- N o t  h e R u s s i a n s fa u i 1t i t .. A n d it was mostly..„ They
most 1 y lived over on Woody..,,

Q: / LJ T h e R u s s i a n s ?

q :/EMW The Russians did. She had told me that before that not
too mar“i y o i t. h e m w e r e i n K o d i a k „

A : /EC Mos11 y the mi I i tar v were i n Kodi a k „

Q: /EMW The military were in Kodiak..
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When you came to Kodiak,, what was in Kodiak at. that time?
A: /EC I don't, know., I don’t remember, but. the Russians were 
gone,, They weren't around except those that had stayed back in 
Afognak, Ouzinkie, here, of course. Some stayed back,, And on 
Woody,.

Q; /LJ What was Woody Island like when you -first came to it?
Were there a lot of people over there?
A;/EC Quite a few. They were mostly Natives,,
OS/EMW Can you remember some of the Native families that lived
there at that time? In 1905! when you came?
A;; /EC No, not when I came,, except, the Cunintelligible]- 'Cause 
I remember then, but we were never allowed to go out.
QS /EMW At -the Mission, you mean?

Q: /LJ Do you remember the names of the peop 1 e at the

Mission or what it was like at the Mission?
As/EC Well, to me it was nice,, Mr. Coe was the super i n tend ant.. 
QS/LJ Coe?

A S / E C C o e W  e c a 13. e d h j. m P a p a C o e a n d M r s C  o e A  n d t h e v t r i e d
to make it as much like a family as they could.
QS/EMW About how many children were there then? Do you remember 
that?

As/EC Well,, it varied,, never could tell how many,, sixty, se­
venty. The girl Si, then there were the boys.
QS /EMW There were other people. The Coes were superintendent.,
AS/EC Yeah,
QS/EMW But there were other people helping them.
As/EC There were matrons there. And there was a Grandma Camp-

ELLA CHABITNOY
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b e 3.3. ,, q  u r f r i e n d C a m p b e J. 3.

QS/LJ Were there other •f ami ]. i es Was there 3.3. age over
t. h e r e a t. t. h a t t i m e o r w a s mainly the Hussian=

AS/EC Oh, ye h e r e w a s a v i 3.1 a g e t h e r e , It was a big on e

There must have been At least I can remember about five

hundred

W, On Wood N a t i v e p e a p I e

IM a t i v e p e o p 1 e R u s s i a n s a n d N a t i v e p e o p 1 e

QS/LJ What did they live in?

QS/EMW Yes, what did they live in?

QS/LJ Did they have houses?

As/EC They had houses.

QS/LJ I mean, regular -frame houses like we have?

AS /EC Sure,,

QS /EMW Frame or log,, that's what we meant,, Were they frame or 

1 og?

A s / E C W e 3.1. ,, s o m e o f t h e rn w e r e 1 o g a n d t h e n w h e n t h e M o r t h A m e r i 

can Commercial Company came they built them like they built my 

house over there,, I don't know just how many. I think we counted 

a\ b o u t f i f t e e n h o u s e s t h e y b u i 11.,

Qs/LJ And they headquartered out of Woody rather than Kodiak., 

r i g h t ?

As /EC I don't know, I really don't know about that,.

Q: /EMW Getting back to the houses, Ella,, I've asked you 

about this before,, being interested in bararbaras. There were no 

bararbaras on Woody, were there?

Q:/EMW Did you ever know of any around Kodiak, bararbaras?
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A ;; / E C W e 11 , w h e n t h e p e ci p 1 e w a 
spring and summer to put up thei 

t h e y d i d nt. h a v e c a n n e r i e s t h e n 

•f i sh nd they sal. ted i t. then they

u s e b a r a r b a r a s w h i c h w e ..

Q!/EMW But those were temporary t 

A;/EC Just -for the summer,,

Q:/EMW You mentioned to me 

t. h e e n d o -f w h e r e t. h e P i 11 a r C r e e 

know out. at the end o-f the road w 

a summer fishing site out in that 

A 5/EC Further, Mon ash k a Bay,, „ ,,

Q : / E M W R i q h t , f u r t h e r o u t. „

All/EiC i mean •further on in the

B a y
Qll/EMW At Devi 1 •’ s Bay, right?

QS/LJ Did you ever go with them o

All/EC Well, after I was married,

lived on Woody and then the men

Mission and dry it and they’d ti 

pile it on and row back, no engine 

Q ;; / L J T h e y c u t. t. h e h a y o n K o d i a k ?

All /EC No,, around the Base.

Qll/LJ Right, then took it back to

A:/EC Yeah. W e ’d rake. ’cause I

hay over to dry.

Q:/l_J All by hand?

uld go summers they’d go in the 

r -fish for winter and of course, 

and all that. They dried their 

’ d ,, a s t e m p o r a r y s h e 11 e r s t. h e y ’ cl

or the summer.

that, you remembered that out at 

k dam is now in that area, you 

here we drive. That used to be 

part, out beyond Monashka.

Bay where we called it Devil’s

n t. h e s e t r i p s ?

I was married at the Mission, 

■f o 1 k s w o u 1 d c u t. h a v f o r t h e 

e t w o b i g s k i f f s t o g e t h e r a n d 

s there weren’t then.

W o o d y I s 1 a n d ,,

1ear ned to rake„ And turn the
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A;;/EC Yeah „ We had rakes. They didn't have engines at that,

t i me.

Q: /EMW And you did this in what, kind of boats, skiffs?

AS / Erl C D o r y s « w e c a 11 e d t h e m .

QS/EMW Dorys. But frame boats. You. weren' t usinq skin boats or

anythi nq

A;;/EC No,, they didn't have any skin boats around here except

there was somebody that had a bidarka. E<ut. where I came from 

t h e y d i d „

I remember my brother put me in a bidarka to take me across

to Unga when we moved there,, He hauled all his . He tore the

house down in Sand Point and took it to Unga...

Q:/LJ Tore the house apart?

QS / EMW in other words, you moved one ti me.. You were born in Sand 

Point and moved to Unga and lived there for a while before you 

c a m e t. o !< o d i 5t k „ „

AS / EC Oh ,, ' yes „

Q:/EMW How long did you live at Unga?

As/EC I don't know. I can't, remember.

Qs/EMW But he tore the house down at Sand Point and rebuilt it 

on Unga?

AS /EC Yeah,,

QS/LJ Do you remember what it was like in the bidarka?

As /b.L No5 except I guess I fell asleep,, I don't remember much,, 

You could see through the skin. You could see the water and 

looking at that I. fell asleep. It wasn't a very long ride.

GS/EIMW Not a very long ride.

Qs/LJ But out there that was what they used?
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A;: /E 
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Q:: /I
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A ;; / f 

D: /!. 
Q: /e

EC Not everybody. They had their dorys, what they cal

/s. Mostly they were cod -fishermen that went o-f-f on these

•fishing boats., And my brother, he was a cod -fisherman and 

e v e r y t h i n g e 1 s e .

Q:/LJ Did you remember gathering the hay here in Kadi 

I o a d e d i t. a n d e v e r y t h i n g ?

*C Well, that part I didn't help with. I had this one lit 

of mine to look after., I'd leave her with somebody to wa 

go and help them rake the hay,, By then Mr, Learn was sup 

s n d e n t . S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s h a d c.h a n g e d a n d h e w a s t h e s u p e r :i. n t 

and he'd come in with the boys and they'd rake the hay 

pile it on the boats,,

Q;;/EMW El la, there's one thing,, You were married at 

si on and your husband's name? was?

i C M i c k F e d a y a ,, m y f i r s t h u s fa a n d ,,

_J Fedare. 

a n d E C F- a d a y a ,,

EMW And your first child's name?

EC Edson.

•MW No, no,, that can’t be right,,

EC Me... 

EMW Natalie! 

E C N e d d i e, N e d cl i e.

EMW Neddie is oldest and she's still living.

EC Yeah.

_J Neddie at the...

E M W N o , t h a t' s n a t. t h e s a m e N e d d i e.

;i 0

big
he

ak?

1 1 e 

tc: h 

er - 
en — 

up

the



[Tape stops and starts again,, II

QS/LJ Where were most of the houses and things over there? 
A:; /EC All over,,

Q:/LJ They were all over the island?

AS/EL That was:- the main community that, you see there when you go 

over „

QS /EMW On the dock side, El 1 ?

QS/LJ You mean where the camp is?

AS /EC Yeah,, where the Mission camp is. Right there was where

the Mission was, where the camp is,

Qs/LJ And most of the houses were in that area?

A: /EC Well, down on the flats;. There was about twenty, twenty- 

five houses there,, maybe more that the Russians, the North Ameri­

can Commercial Company, built, for people?.

They used to go sea otter hunting with a net, way out.

They’d go in the spring and they’d get. sea otters and, of course, 

they d got. to pay for them and they paid for those houses.

Q./LJ With their.„„

A ;; / E C W i t h t h e i r m o n e y, y e a h .

Qs/LJ Do you remember what they hunted in?

A./EC In their hi darkas, I guess. Out west they use those

bi darn a skin boats. In fact, the Eskimos:, use ski n boats;,,

OS /LJ The men from Woody Island would go with the,,,,,

AS/EC Well, I don't know quite what... there was some boat that 

would come and get the men to go sea otter hunting like they do 

for fishing, you know.

QS/LJ Just like they take fishermen out now, they’d take them

huntinq ?

ELLA CHABITNOY
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A;; /EC Yeah.,
Q:/LJ Then did they take the pelts back in? Did you see any?

A;/EC No, they bought, the pelts right there,, They brought the

men back, but. they bought the pelts right, there and then paid 

t h e m r i g h t. o f -f „

Qs/LJ For Heaven’s sakes. And then the men would come back with 

the money„

A 2/EC Yeah,, And so they paid the,  „ When the North American

Commercial Company wanted to build those houses, they had a store

there. Greenwood was the manager or the boss and he lived there,,

When I -first got married I had a little house over there, as we 

called it, a cottage,, North American Commercial Company’s boss 

lived there, I do n ’t remember the year they le-ft, the North 

A m e r i c a n C o m m e r c i a 1 C o m p a n y » T h e v h a d a s t o r e t h e r e .

Q !•; / L J W a s W o o d y , a t. t h a t t i m e ,, b i g g e r t h a n K o d i a k ?

AS/EC Oh, yes, Kodiak, the people mostly lived out in the Base. 

QS/LJ Oh, you mean there wa s n ’t, much in the town.

AS/EC No, Uh uh„

QS/LJ It was mostly military in town?

A s / E C R u s s i a n ,, R u s s i a n m i 1 i t a r y „ S o , I d o n ’ t. r e m e m b e r m u c h

about. that part because I never was over here. And then I was

too small to remember. Things like that, d i d n ’t settle in my 

head „

Qs /LJ Yeah,, You d i d n ’t really remember that. But Woody was the 

m a i n , ,„

As/EC That. was the main place, that is, -for the people that, 

lived over there. And then the people, o-f course, -from the Base.

12
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Qs/LJ People would come over from Kodiak to go' to the store

t h ere?

A: /EC No, they had a store over here,, They had a store of their

own. Woody Island had a store, too. That is, while the North

A m n e r i c a n C o m m e r c i a 3. C o m p a n y w a s t h e r e ,

Ql/LJ Then after they left, it just took everything with it, I

mean, nothing came and replaced it?

AS /EC Mo, they moved to, 1 don't, know where it was. It wasn't 

A n c h o r a g e ., V a 1 d e z o r s o m e w h e r e a r o u n d t h e r e „ A n c h o r a g e w a s 

n o t h i n g t h e n ,, j u s t a p 1 a c e w i t h a f e w I i 1.11 e h u t s . C L. a u g h t e r . II 

Qs/LJ Do you remember when Katmai erupted?

As/EC Oh, sure, we didn't sleep all night listening to that

IIM a k e s n o i s e t o i m i t a t. e e r u p t i o n li „

QS /LJ Can you kind of tell me what, it was like?

As /EC Well,, I don't know if I can tell you what it was like to

see this cloud of dust coming over the sky,,

QS/LJ It looked just like dust, like we get on the road?

As /EC Yeah,, it was dust and it came down thick. There was no 

daylight for a whole day and night, if I'm not mistaken and I 

r e m e m b e r r i g h t 

QS/LJ What did you. do?

AS /EC We stayed home. IILaughs. II  The men had gone fishing

then. They used to go fish in different places like they still 

do. Most of us were women over there beside the Mission. And 

II uni ntel I i gi bl ell, a few of them didn't go. It was like great 

huge guns going off all night,,

QS/LJ You could hear the thunder of the volcano?

AS/EC It was terrific -lightning flashing all around. The first
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radio station on Woody Island burned from lightning.

QS/LJ Lightning hit it.

A s / EC L i ght. n i n g »

QS/LJ Do you remember how long the dust came down?

A / E C 0 h , I d o n t k n o w . c o u p 1 e o f d a y s, I t h i n k ,, n i g h t s a n d

days „
Qs/LJ You stayed right in your house?

AS/EC I just had my one little Neddie. She was about a year

old. I didn’t want to stay way off by myself so I stayed with,

oh, what. was her name? We called her Babushka, Grandma, My 

Grandma Irina. I think she still has grandsons here, Andersons 

or something. When the ash came down eighteen inches deep we had 

to wade through it until it rained and it settled down.

Q:/LJ It was just like sand?

AS/EC It wasrv t heavy like sand,, It was light 1 i ke a powder.

QS/LJ Was it hard to breathe?

As /EC Well, we didn’t go outside.

Q:/LJ Did you know what was happening?

AS/EC Ye si, there was a Native doctor. He was blind but he used 

to go with the sea otter hunters and they knew what that was; 

because they"d seen volcanos erupting down the Chain.

QS/LJ And he was there at the time?

A s / E. C H e w a s E u n i n t e 11 :i g i a 1 e 3 .

QS/LJ Do you remember what his; name was;?

As/EC Lademar „ I can’t remember his last. name.

Q S / L J V1 a d i m i r ?

A;; /EC L A—D—E—M A R.



QS /LJ That, was his first, name?

AS/EC That was his first name, I can’t remember his last name,
K a s h u k . K a s hi u k „ K - A S - b I J -- K

QS/LJ And he was a Native?

AS/EC He was part Russian. He must have had Native parents, but 

he was a sea otter hunter before then and he told us what. was

happeni ng „
Qs/LJ But at this time he was a doctor?

A S / E C H e w a s a N a t i v e d o c t o r , h e r b d o c: t o r 

Qs/LJ And he’d go with the hunters, huh?

AS/EC Yeah, he was one of those that went. with the hunters. 

They’d get crews to go, men to go hunting.

QS/LJ So it. didn't really frighten you as much as it woulg have

had you not known,,

AS/EC No, it didn’t, I guess we were pretty young then, so

t. h i n g s 1 i k e t h a t d i d rs ’ t b o t. h e r .

Q S / L. J I) i. d n t i" e a 11 y f r i g h t e n y o u „

AS/EC Uh uh» Some of the people real 1 y got scared,, This one

woman, I don’t, remember her name, she lived on the hill. She

said, "This is just like powder, this dust.,, Here we’ve been

having lightning and it. didn’t explode,, If the fire hits that, 

it's going to, whew, it’s going to expi ode." Well, so there was 

nothing but women, no men where we were staving and she had us 

all dress ourselves and go across that, it’s quite a ways from

here. No one thought of taking water or food,, What for?

QS/LJ Mow, how did you go?

A s/EC Walked.

Qs/LJ You walked through all that dust.

ELLA CHABITNOY
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A S / E C Yeah,. Wa d e d t h r o ugh,, F i n a 11 y , G r a n d m a I r i n a says, " It/ s

no use tor us to stay here,. We might as well go home,. We have

nothing here but somebody'' s empty house II tin i ntel 1 i gi bl e II " „ So we

went back. We walked back. There were no cars around then so

everything was shank’s mare., II Laughter,. II Walked wherever you

want to go.

QS /LJ You don’t. know why she had you go down there.

A!/EC Well,, she thought it would be exploded, the dust, and it 

was all over. And she said,, ,!Tnat:’s going to explode and every- 

thi ng wi11 burn."

Qs/LJ There was lots of lightning., but no rain?

AS/EC No rain. In a tew days it rained. I don’t remember. I 

think it -was the same week, by the end o-f the week it rained a 

little, enough to settle the dust.

Q:/LJ How long was it before thing would grow again?

D j. d n t i t k i 11 t h :i. n g s ?

AS/EC Mr. Learn's garden was growing,. They planted it and every­

thing was coming up. They dug all that ash out of the patch.

QS /LJ Oh,, my goodness,,

AS/EC He and the boys. He was quite a gardener,, Mr. Learn was,, 

They dug all that ash out and a nice crop grew;; pot at os and 

carrots and... He raised everything,, He was a tailor,, he was a 

minister, he canned salmon and meat; he was just a farmer, I 

guess„

Qs/LJ He raised things for the Mission?

A :/EC Yes.

Qs/LJ Do you remember when they moved the Mission and why?



A;: /EC 39„

Qr; /LJ 1939?

A;! / E C 11 w a s C h a sn b e r 1 a i n ,, I t h :i. n k „ w a s t h e s u p e r :i. n t e n cl e n t t h e n 

They had a beat to haul the Mission -freight and stuff then,, A 

power boat,, This World War Two was threatening then, so they 

m o v e d t o K o d i a k „

QS/LJ All the time that you were there and the Mission was there 

did supplies come in to Kodiak and then they haul them over 

there?

A:: / EC Yeah,, They’d buy all their stuff over here because the 

store in Woody wasn't used anymore,. The Home Mission Society

would send a lot of the stuff for the Mission-

QS/LJ How did your first husband die., Ella?

Ai: / EC I don’t know what happened to him,, whether somebody killed 

him or what,. 1 know they found him dead one time,. He used to

drink a lot.,, Quite a bit,, I guess,,

0 : / L J T h e y j u s t f o u n d h i m ?

A;;/EL i hey found him. 1 didn't know. 1 hey found him somewhere.

He might have fell overboard and drifted ashore,, I really don't

know,, I had three boys;: Ed son, Matt,, and James..

0;/LJ Edson?

A;; /EC Urn hmrnrn,,

[Tape stops and starts in the middle of a sentence,,']

A;: /EC Yeah, but now [unintelligible! just have two: Micky and

Ceci1„

0 “/LJ All together you have nine?

AS/EC There was eleven with the two that passed away, a little 

girl and a little boy.
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OS /LJ What, did Mick Fsdaya do?' Was he a fisherman?

AS /EC Fisherman,. Anything he could do,, which wasn't very o-ften

he worked.

Q: /LJ What, about Mike Chabitnoy?

A;: /EC Well,, he did everything. He was raised in the Mission,, 

too,, Born in Sand Point, He was Mr, Learn ’ s right hand man,

mostly manager tor him, took care of the cattle with the boys

working. They always kept about four or five big boys until they

were of age to leave to do the work,

QS/LJ They had a lot of livestock?

AS /EC • Oh,, yes,, Mow they let them run loose. They never did in

those days. They pastured them. They were never running around 

1 o o s e i n p e o p 1 e s  y a r d s o r a n y t h i n g „

Q “ / L J W e r e t h e y s e I f s u p p o r t i n g ? D i d t h e y f e e c.l t. h e m s e I v e s f r o m 

what they grew over there?

A:: /EC Who?

Q:/LJ The Mission,, I mean did they raise their own beef and

t h e i r o w n v e g e t a b 1. e s ?

AS/EC They raised their own vegetables but they had over one

hundred and fifty children,, boys and girls., and then they had the

Qs/LJ Did they live in cottages the same as they do now?

As/'EC No, they had a girls dormitory where the matron lived with 

t h e m „

At one time,, they had a doctor there called Mary Caldwell,

0 S/LJ C a 1d we 11.

AS/EC Yes, But then she got married. Her name wasn’t. Caldwell

.!. 8
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at. -first,, She got married to Mr „ Caldwell who was assistant 

superintendent to Mr. Coe,, And then they left. They didn't have 

a doctor there anymore,, They come over here for the doctor,. But 

Mr, Learn was doctor and everything else,

QS/LJ He was quite a man.

A “/EC He was,

Qs/LJ Do you remember Mrs,, Learn?

As/EC I have pictures.

CTape stops and starts again,3 

Q:/LJ Mrs, Learn was a tiny woman?

A S /EC Yeah „

Q,: / LJ Were they an older couple when they were there?

A:;/EC Quite elderly, I mean,, they must have been in their 

fifties. Forties or something like that, I never did know that,, 

Mr,, Learn seemed like he was never old,

Qs/LJ What did Mrs,. Learn do?

AS/EC She wasn't made to1 do anything. She was just Mr,, Learn's 

wife, CLaughter-] They called her Mama Learn. They tried to 

make the Mission as much like a home for the kids. So many kids 

c a rn e t. h a t w e r e r e all y o r p h a n s a n d d i d n t  h a v e a n y b o d v „

Qs /1J Do you know why they took you there? Your mother was 

still living5 was she?

A:/EC But she was never home,, I guess I was getting- too old for

my brother to take care of me.

OS /LJ So, really,, essentially,, you were really an orphan too,, 

except for your brother.

As/EC I guess so,, He wanted me to go to school,, I don't know

where he heard it from that there was ax Mission in Kodiak. I
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didn't. know it was an an island,. And I went out to see him in 

1918 „ 

k i d s „

Qs/LJ He was still in Sand Point?

A: / EC No, he was in Ling a» No, he wasn't in Unga,, He had moved

to Ed. Ik of sky and was living there near King Cove,, King Cove with

t h e c: a n n e r y ,, T h e y w e r e t h e r e „

Q /1...-J Did you go out on a steamer';1

A: /EC Yeah, went out. on the Old Dora,, It took us a week to go.

That was in March.

QS /LJ It took you a week to go ■from il uni ntel I i g ;i b 1 e 3 to here?

AS/EC Yeah, -from Kodiak to King Cove.

QS /LJ Wha-t was your brother doing there then?

As/EC He was something in the cannery,, It was a great big 

cannery owned by Germans. IIPhone rings,, Tape stops and starts 

a g a i n i n rn i d s e n t e n c e „ 1 

AS/EC Oh, you're the only one.

Q; /LJ But I've never heard at it. used to -flavor.

AS/EC The leaves are; just like ail open like.

Q;/LJ Yeah. Do you speak Russian, Ella?

MS / EC Bo (Tie,,

QS/LJ You don't speak Aleut do you? Or do you?

AS/EC Well,, when I got married I had to speak something outside

o-f Eng 1 i sh ,.

Q S / L J W h i. c h h u s fa a n d'?

As/EC My second one didn't speak Russian or Aleut. He was 

r a i s e d t h e m a d e r n . „ „



END SIDE 1

BEGIN SIDE 2 in the middle of conversation

As /EC His ’father took care of the Russian cattle out» . ..

QS/LJ The Russian's had cattle at ChiniakV

A ; / E C W e 11 ., t h e y h a d e v e r y t h i n g , t h e R u s s i a n ■ s d i d ..

QS/LJ And this is what your first husband's father did?

A;;/EC Yeah. And then I guess he died and his mother was alone or

s o rn e t h i n g a n d t h e Ch i e f o f Wo o d y I s 3. a n d a d o p t e d h i m ..

Q:/LJ Oh. And he didn't speak English?

As /1?C Lin... yeah he di d spoak fc.npj.ish,, but he did speaK Hi. ecc.,,

b e i n q a rn o n g t h e p e o p I e ,

QS/LJ Did you learn Aleut then?

A;; /EC I had to learn Aleut because when I got married we 

used sign language when the people would come in to visit,,

Q s / L. J D o y o u r e m e m b e r ?

A s / EL; borne „

Q S / L J C o u I d y o u s a y s o m e t h i n g ?

AS/EC No3 no.

Qs /LJ Could you say,, "Hello,, How are you?" or something like

that?

AS /EC Charnai .

QS /LJ Charnai ?

A S /EC Uh huh ,,

QS/LJ Is that "HeI 1o "?

AS/EC That's "Hel1o„"

QS/LJ How would you say, "How are you?"

AS /EC I have to think first. [Pause, ] Nobody speaks; Aleut

around here,. Once in a while I' meet somebody who speaks it. I
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have to think hard, [pause. ] I can’t think o-f how you say it.

Qs/LJ Can you think of anything else?

As/EC [Pause.3

Qs/LJ Like,, can you say,, "What is your nameV"

AS /EC ['.Pause. 3

Qs/LJ You can probably think of it in every language but Aleut.

AS/EC Yeah. My folks spoke nothing but Russian. My mother did, 

anyway. My brother, he spoke English.

Q :/LJ What happened to your brother?

A;/EC He passed away. He was eighty—six years old when he

p a s s e d a w a. y ,,

QS/LJ Where was he?

As/EC In King Cove,. He had moved to King Cove,, His wife is

still alive,, Yeah,, The cannery was still there,, It wasn’t as

big as; it used to be. He was the game warden for a while, J.

don’t know how long. Out there they have these big herds of

caribou. And he had to watch those when the white man started 

going out there to work and they’d shoot caribou and just leave 

them there, shooting most J. y tor which one has the biggest horns. 

I don’t know how long ago he was born. When he was foreman at

the cannery,, they wererf t. f ishing cod anymore.

Qs/LJ What is your ring?

<41! /Eu it’s nlaska. i t ’ s a war knot.

Q ;;/!....J Did somebody make that, for you'.'

A:/EC No. My husband bought it. there weren’t many of these

made. He bought this in a Cunintel1igible3 that was made in

Alaska. They chid n’t have very many. but they’re named Al aska’ s



W a r K n a „ 0 n o u. r e i g h t e e n t h a n n i v e r s a r y „

QS/LJ Fed ay a was born at. Chiniak?

As/EC Yeah. And the Chief on Woody Island adapted him until he 

was old enouqh to be put in the Home. The Natives that had 

children and couldn’t support them put them in the Home so that 

they d 1 earn .

OS/LJ Was there another school there besides the Hission school? 

A: /EC Ut"! huh. Oh, yes,, there was,, there was. Around in 1905 or

6 they had got a school,, And we went to that school,, At first

we went, to the school in the Mission, their own school.

QS/LJ Where did the teachers come from?

All /EC States. They’d send ’em up.

Qs/LJ They sent teachers up.

A S / E C I... i k e t. h e y d o n o w „

QS/LJ So there was a separate school on Woody. How long was it

there?

As/EC I think during World War Two it was taken over and then 

they had the school over on the other side where the Station is 

n o w „

0 S /!.... J T h e A i r S t a t. i a n ?

AS /EC At the Air Station. Then it was called Sea A,. They had a

school house over there. The kids went to school over there.

QS /LJ Well,, did most of the peopl e leave during the war?

A S / E C N o ,, t h e y I e f t. b e f a r e t h e w a r ..

QS/LJ Was there a reason why they left?

AS/EC No, I guess they just, wanted to go some other place.,

QS /LJ They mostly came to town,, did they?

AS/EC No. some went to Old Harbor, some to Karluk, some to
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0 u 2 i n k i & ,, s a rn e t o A + o g n a k ,, s o rn @ o u t t. o s> e 1 d o v i a a n d a r o u. n d t. h e r e ..
Q;; /LJ Was there a plague on Woody Island,, do you remember?

AS/EC I never heard of any plague in Alaska.

QS/LJ Or cholera or something like that?

A: /EC At the end o-f World War One,, they had this Asian Flu.

Quite a tew people died,, I had it.

Q; /LJ Were you aware that there was a war' going on during

World War One?

A;/EC Very much. My second husband was in the armed -forces,,

And it stopped just before they were to go across to Europe,,

QS/LJ It. af tec ted life up here even that early? That would have

been .1.91.6?'

AS /EC :i 7„

S /LJ It didn't at-feet, you as much as World War Two did?

AS/EC World War Two didrvt affect us either except there was a

lot more going on,, World War One we just read about it. .but we

w e r e n ? t rn a r r i e d y e t,, rn y s e c o n d h u s b a n d „

QS/LJ Do you. remember during World War Two anything about the

J a p a n e s e b o rn b e r s c o m :i n g o v e r K o d i a k ?

As /EC They never came this -far  Dutch Harbor they did.

[ T a p e s t. o p s a n d :i. n t e r v i e w e n d s „ II


