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_ am*a nloneer of Alaska"’ a real ploneer. Hy husband and I

n:earth the water was S0 rough. We passed many many wrecked

Tha lﬁth of Septﬂmber, 1899 we'l&nﬂbﬁ'infDaw50n;<Whare-we
Iin whleh‘we 11ved three monthﬂ. The only Wlndows we had were

.’;qnpty hear_ﬁottlas. Every o ther bhottle was upside down, set in as a long
'fifﬁwiﬁ&' ’nﬂ:caulked in between with moss. 1In December we:moved_to
. hgre Eusbanﬁ worked a lay three years. Then we moved over on
'ﬁuﬁﬁér;Cré;kﬁwhére he worked & lay until we took steamer for Fairbanks,
- landipg XEm 24%th
;Alaska_mn Aﬂ9u3?71904= TheTs we have resided ever since. We have never
been;pgﬁs;de of the Territory since first coming in in '98.

|  __  Sinca arriving in Fairbanks we have Been many ups and downs -

more ﬂowns than ups. We both have worked very very hard. Ve built oux
own oabln in 19C4: in 1907 cut our own trail up the Chena River with
three dogs and & spall outfit and camped wherever night overtook us.

Hext éﬁmmer we came to Fairbanks by poling boat. Him end T started up
the Cheha River with ¥€ nineteen hundred pounds in ouwr boat. It took

us 30 days to make 160 miles by water and the worst water ever poled

upstream by any woman and manr--a2lmost one continuous riffle and swift

water.
We landed a2t our mihe Cctober lst, 1907, whers real work bzgan.

We built & cabin without horse or nails to help to make it with. Husbznd
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'7j cut:the logs and polea t0 cover the roof. We rolled them on sklds to.

'-"'_';-__'g?_the hoat put them in the boat, poled them up to where we _'btlllu our
'flrst real home in Alaska. T peeled the roolf poles while he got the
"Wlogggready, He hewed the logs on one side. Then we put the logs up as

___-_ffqrr.-“a's;swe.-could put them up. When it got too high to reach, he put a

_ _:ounﬂ each log and we pulled them up by arm power-_'ﬁmi in ten days
; hﬁd a Swroom cabln made. He whip~-sawed all ths 1umber wa needed
. 231;ne whlch wag a real man's job, But we had a niee cozy home.

| Hext aprlng in 1908, we cut timber to put in a dam of 600 feet

eToR S the Gﬁen& Rlver. Then our trouble begaﬁ—--to eut & new

_fbr'i.”take tha water of th river---we cut mos s an& niggerheads
fhe_daj and Weeks. Then we took our nlck and shuvels and started to
ﬁopenlng for the water to go through. | ah the weary hours we
ﬂt t6'§ut that new chenneli: No one knoms but ouraelves. We worked
z_houla tcrzo 2 day. In three years we had it cut.through.
ng”one-half mile of the main river, then he and I whipééwed lumber
;énougﬁ te make 48 boxes and 14 flume boxes. We set thém_up and starited
‘ffto shovel in, in the bed of the river. We worked one month. A big
-ra;n,cama and raised the river until our new channel would not tske 211
ths_water. So it tore out BO feet of cur dam~-~took lots of our fools
a had been working with. We md the boxes and flumes all tied together
w1th cables and ropes. They first swung around. We saved them. Then.
we started to work on the new channel to widen it and make it deeper,
Here we worked until October. Then we started to put in the broken part
of our dam. We went up river vas-nglf mile and cut our timber. He and
I packed it a thousand feet on our shovlders to the river where we put
it in and floated it to our dam to pateh the hole with,
Then after landing all the timbser we nesded, we sbtarted to
cut scres and acres of moss to put on the toe piling when we was ready

for to put them in. We carried 1t all in by hand-barrow -~ him on the



front enﬁ anﬂ I ou.thefhadk en& where_ packed_mnss'unyll 2 0 eloek

;iﬂ_the morning. ¥We would go home and rest awhwla and get a' cup of

fcbffee, thsn do the sems thing over agaln - packlng mm;s. When we got
packed - what we thought would cover our toe plllng - then we
We wcmke& all &ay anﬂ up to 3 o'clock in

sta”ted 01031ng up the break._

that.aumner.i Each time we pu$ it in. Each tlme was & 1ittle harder.
gotﬂln oniy'a week or ten days of Elu101ng that season_but had
BVBrjthlug:r&ady for & good season the nexu SPTing._ Ws got our summer
wood,hauled end sawed up. 4 coupTQ of young fellaws came along SO we
Nhlreﬁ them for the summer. Ve started slulclng early and looked forward
i-r;to~a;gooﬁ summers work.

o B | But disavpointment got in the way again. Everything was going
_ fffa1ong.S0 nice snd I had killed a moose in front of the house =2ad ws Was
  f ?ra3o1c1ng at my good huck. But the weather did not look wvery good. By
‘evening it was guits cloudye. T said W my huspand and the two woys -
hedn't we better clesn up the boxes in case it rained and caﬁaed the
river to raise and the dam to break. Ah no. Van said:we have the
boxes well tied snd I don't look for the water to raise mmech and I

bhelieve the dam will stand ths raise. But ah, at 3 o'clock I heard the
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elong dowmstream. I callad Tan andé the two DOys.
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in*tlma to see a large tree Surlke the flume._

They;started to

”;f;ffall hr&ke. ‘the cable they was tied togcther with an&_ __days
B slulclng'for three men besides 48 boxes and 16 flume boxea._-lt was &

"Dsorrawful thing t0 see 21l our grub money and twa men‘s wages g01ng dow -

5 isuream'hes1ﬁes. &a so much hard labori Text day the wauer ‘had gone
ough 80 we went Lo find the shovels anﬂ plcks, pana and all tools

' that was in the

}*fﬁﬁ _ veryt_ing Was gone. Be51des the boxes, tha go

:;boxes Wasngone. We travelled down one-half mlle below from where they

We found one slulee box turned upsmda &own. Wa turned

We tock the riffles oub. 0¢ 1t and got ona oumee of gold. Ve

got one—nalf punce in that. Well that was all we ‘had for

r:gruhstake and 10 centu a pound fov frelght. Van.was terrible

_f C0uld pag_them up. Well we decided we would put the dam 1n agaln,

four, houidsrs to the tiver; run it down river %o the dam; cut moss;
packedxit in for days; 0% everythlng ready. We found 100 feet had gone

out but we both started with a stout heart and lots of will power and by

théii%ﬁb:ﬁe_gct it in, it was freeszing up in the f2ll. Then we got
our:winﬁer meat and cached it. Then we sitarted cutting logs for saw
Jogs for boxes next spring. Hauled them one and a half miles with our
five faithful dogs. By December we had cut and hsuled in 48 logs. Then
jt was time to start to town for our outfit.

Ven made three trips with the dogs, hauwling freight to save
the 10 cents & pound. [ stayed alons while he made the trips. He was
gone 15 to 20 days each Trin. ot a person did I see during all those

deys . From 1910 to 1917, I stayed t¢ home every winbter and ig summer
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halpeﬁ'my husbani shovel in aach day. By that time we got our dam to

“{hﬂld so 1t dﬁﬁ nnt breaL sgain until the Tood of 1929, Then 1t went
out about thf!WhOle 1ength of it and as we was both wore out from hard
work and H&. van was so tad W1th his back and hips, we could not put it

;1n agaln. : S Lo ' '
_ But durlng our hard lnck and hard Work we.both engoyeﬁ The

jﬁllfe we lived., Thenqwe thought we would spen& the winters in ?alrhanks.

 We wcul& come down that long 80 miles with three dogs and can@ outfit,

fbed and 5 daya?grah on the sled (Tha$ was before my roadhousa on the

”3roaa } ﬁb woulﬂ_pitch tant or if too tired, spread our robe on
: ioll 1n.tired out- snow to one's knees ~-get up a8t
 &ay1ight hztgtha frall agamn af er eating & very 1lght;b;egkxast most 1y
'tco llght for our 1ong tra1l shead of us. Then we mmde ué-our minds
lthat ﬁhe ﬁrlps was gettlng to be hard on us, as we both had to walk both
'fcomlng ana going. I have walked that BO miles five times. One trip
'comlng to town I had 30 pouﬂds on my back. Van had 45 pounds on his back.
All of our dogs ha& died but one so that meant - welk. ESII sgid, the
trlps Wa.s gettlng too hard on us so we decided to come dovyn in the fall
by hoat and go back in the 5princ with our outfit.

We used to start with 1800 pounds in our boat. Ven and T poled
that 160 miles up the Chena River to our mine over the roughest waler
that ever ran &ﬁwnstream. I+ used to take us 15 to 20 days to land it.
We mede Ffour trips by beat. The river got so tad it got so it was nod
safe with a boat as the river was meking new channels every sSummer SO
we quit poling our outfit up river. Then we bought & horse. TFreighted
with him three winters. The third spring he fell over & steep bank,
landed on some 1logs and broke his back - a rather hard blow to the
Van Curlers. That meant back Ho doge for 2 few years. Then we bought
another horse, We done our freighting with him four ye2Trs.

I mede ocne trip slone with the Faithful old aznimal. I startsed



o stanﬂ on to put on his harness. We got in bad snow drlfts. T had to

"ﬂﬁjahovel him out of several drifts before I got homs, -But I enjoyed every

”““f@oﬂg trip alons. T had 2 rooster in a box taklng him

omé W1th_mé, ‘80 that kept me eompany aa he would crow ana Ccrow as soon
_. N_.ﬁ__day11ght. I was on the trail 4l-days.f It snomed ‘2nd blowed
anﬂ:fllle& tha read full of snow, 4 and 5 feet hlgh.L But I got home
_thout any.more trouble than a 11tt1e hard shovellng of +the horse oub
f'deep snow ‘once in a while. S R

_ n.1950 we got gtranded Wlth our cutfzt., The frelghter we
gotxfo fake ﬁt up - his Team plsyed out 45 mllas ffom home so we had to
cabhe our outfit on & big niggerhead flat. ﬂb timber to do anything with
so'ﬁe puf what grub we had in a big pile. We had_ZB{OOQ pounds with

grub and.;ools of different kinds. We put a tent dﬁéf it all and put

.::._whét 6ur S:dogs would haul on the hand sled and started for home. By
””ftb&t txme the snow was going fast but by traveling nights we made it
':fﬁihugiééyé;fbr.rathsr nights. ©So when the ice was just about all out in
- . the smring Van built & scow and we started down 80 miles by river for

_;onrgoutfitg We took along our three dogs and toboggan in the scow. We

ﬁ i§g§ f§_h§ﬁ1 our outTit 1% miles after getting to where we cached it, to

'-thé.rivér; We heuled 1t with 2 dogse. But before we could haul that
2500 popn&s to the river that mile and & half, that road had to be
gonsidered. We both took ouwr axes and started tc cut timber 8 feet long
end a8 large as = stove pipe, aod packed it out tc where we had %o
start in on the road. We cut and packed timber 2% days and 1aigd it
aeraxs the road g foot apart. The third day we started with the
toboggan to hauvl that outfit to the river. When we got to the cache =&

bear had got in it and destroyed about 400 pounds. Ouyr dogs smelled
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”3fitha bear au& ran away from us but when We got to the cacha they was

'“*;ﬁfwaltlﬂg for US . So we put on 200 poundﬂ an& statted fbr uhe river. ¥We
- 'u39§.tQ hawl 3 losds a day. 1t took us 4% &ays to hawl it to the river.
.mJV§n dﬁr1er got the bear just about the time we had the stuff all haulede

"ff~It w&s e big blsck bear. R

| : _ * ‘Then the flxth day we 1oaded our boat to see about what we
.H”F;eoulﬁ ﬂo gbout poling it up the river. 'We put 19 hundred in the scow.
'jSo We built a2 high cache and cached uhe balanze of the outfit. We

”7ffpeeled hark end covered the cache w1th 1t;- On tha 9th day we started for

£ ithen our troubles begani

'?fﬂf!our home ‘with the scow and_outflt{ ”
_' _Lwe got about ib mlles where it tsok B’days of:hard poling &nd wading to
_' got it that for. There we took OEf zm.:_poum:é""""anﬁ cached it in & oabin
% ¢;and started with 17 and a2 balf hundred.  ﬁow maybe you don't think we
 ,  had some timel The riffles was S0 steeﬁ we have worked 5 hours to get
  ?0ver one riffle. We were S0 tlre& we were wore out when night came.
"ﬂWorke& from 5 o'e¢lock in the morning until 10 and 11 o 'clock at nighte
:"We wonld get out and eat our breakfast and start working again until
10 amd 11 o'clock at night pulling that boat. We would take cur blanket
roll up any plsce we could £ind dry timber for a fire. We were S0 cold
ond wet. OF course that was all in the days work. We ked 250 feet of
1ine. Sometimes Van would be pulling and I;leading the scow and
sometimes T would teke the line and go ahead and Van would lezd tue
scow. When we would come to & bad riffle, one of us would go the 1éngth
of the line and tie it on & tree shead a8 far as our line would realile
Than hand over hand, we wonld pull up to wheres we had it tied. Hext
bad viecz of water we came to we would do the same thing over again
by pulling ourselves up by the rope.
One day Van was tying the rope 250 feet ahead and I was holding

the boat. 4 big moose cams out of the woods and crossed our line and
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At ﬁown s 1o

"GSp pullea it out of Van 8 hands
s dnna.. ‘TWe poled an& tled 11nas uﬁtllﬁwe W&S   we laid up

one_ﬂay far to rest. We saw bear, moose, beaver mlnk otter'and caribou.

oﬁ:about§40 miles fram home. We both was wore out. We went in a

;ahim anﬁ Van built a w1nﬁ1asa. He. fastened it to the bow of the

W nﬁ put the 250 foot rope on 1t._ When weigat to 8 ad_rlffle we
“_,';ndlass ourselves up over itb. Oh 1t _”_ "' '” g hélp to us in
8! t'ng'the scow up. We got within 25 miles of hcme_s we stoppeﬁ at an

1n:and ma&e anocther caehe and cached all of our rub. Stayed 4

0 rest up then we started for homeffﬁEﬂch of usrput a pack on our

ack of What we was short of at home. Iuhad butter aﬁﬁubacon. Yen had

iI'haﬁ 24 pounds and he had 55 paun' _{We put camned

ffon the dﬂgs backs. Each one was loaded. we ha 35 mlles of
'gefheads to travel over. Anycne who ever travelleﬁ over them knows what
&:8;11k9 to travel over. 4And we thought the mosqultoes would eat us
efore we got ‘home asx they were out Iull force. We got home at
_%clbck 1n.tha evening - wore out. We was. gone 1ack1ng 5 days of being
hqnﬁhg*:iaaﬁ_was our 1ast river worke -Ehat was in thg year 1931,
e | :i have been chased by & bear and saved by one of ocur faithful
 {&0§3;_ We have killed 22 bears to save our grub frOm being destroyed.
ﬁfﬁin 1955 we oame 1o Fairbanks as Ven's health gave out w1th hard work &and
:-;hardahlp. Apd in 1935 I had the misfortune of getlting mixed up in 8
”-EfE; truck., Fad my leg broke three places snd footl badly hurt and laid in
-fhé hospitael 10 menths wkere everyone was kind to me. Thanks to doctors
and nurses. So ended our long usefulness to Alaska &s pioneers of
hardship and hard work. But we feel proud that we are pioneers though
we will never get the credit of being pioneers. 3ut They cannot taks the
memory from us of being man and wife and of helping rake Alaska.

Dated October 17th, 1936
At Pairbanks, Alask®.



