


Amante Hanson, page 4 

Amante's children: Bob born 27 Aug. 1922; Stanley 
born 4 July 1924; and Donald born 16 May 1927. 

In the spring of 1927 Amante fle\v from Manley Hot Springs 
in an open cockpit plane. Was desperately ill with flu and 
was seven months pregnant (she was living in Tofty and got to 
Manley on a bobsled). Dr. Romig attended her. 

At this writing (and recording) Bob has six children; 
Stanley has one son; Donald is a school teacher in Anchorage 
1..Vi th tNo · little boys. 

Amante is a member of the Pioneer Nomen of Alaska. She 
joined it Feb. 16 of Feb. 19, 1916 ..••correction on that •••• 
Pioneer Women organized Feb. 16 of Feb. 19, 1916. Organized 
as an Igloo· for women. She joined it in 1925. In order to 
belong one had to come to Alaska or the Yukon watershed (could 
not be born here) with clothes on. To begin with, one had 
to be a 15 year resident. That was changed with Jan. 1, 1908 
as date one had to come to the north in order to belong. Amante 
has been president. Says ttrs. Rust wants the group to disband 
but the few remaining members object. 

REEL 4 Opens with more talk about cancer and then on to the graduating 
class (high school). Only surviving members of that class 
are Wilma Carlson who moved Outside years ago and Amante. The 
vali~ctorian (sp?) of the class dide the next year of TB. Martin 
Knuppe's son died couple y2ar·s 1.~-ater of TB also. Alton NOrdale 
was killed in an airplane crash> 

Pioneer Women of Alaska = Organized Feb. 19, 1916 with 
the min1mum age at 18. Had to have come to the Yukon River 
watershed with "clothes on". She joined it in 1925. Had a 
secret ballot in the Pioneer Hall. Large turnout. Changed 
the entrance requirements to arrival prior to Jan. 1, 1908. 
Ballot was almost unanimous on that date change. Anyone who 
already was a member was allowed to stay in the group. That's 
how Mrs. Rust got to stay on because she arrived in the summer 
of 1908 ..••not prior to Jan. 1, 1908. 

Members of the group in Faibanks now are Amante Hanson, 
Clara Rust, Mrs. Adriana Coyle, Dorothy Loftus, Louise Karstens, 
Agnes Thomas, Minnie Brewis. Helen Carlisle in Georgia is 
a member. Fannie Joyce, Charlotte Kuben (her husband was Ralph 
and was druggist ••• Mcintosy and-Kuben drugstore at First and 
Cushman), r-1rs. Margaret ~1urie of Moose, Nyo. Also Mrs. Myldred 
Nerland of A Fairbanks. Eva McGown (who died Feb. 22 in Nordale 
fire, 1972) was an honorary member. Henrietta DeWree, in California 
and Nettie Almquist. Luch Bailey also in Calif. :t-1ary Foran 
the former Mary Hiller of Seattle member also. Miss Albina Miller 
member as is Daphne Hoody. Amante does not know if Daphne is still 
living. Her mother was Bertha Moody who had the store at Ester•( for many years. Alaska Linck's first husband ·\..ras a son of 
Bertha Moody. He died many years ago and Alaska and Jack Linck 
have been married since 1941. 
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Amante was a charter member of Auxiliary No. 8, Pioneers  
of ~laska, but she dropped out.· That -group organized 1947 or  
1948 as an Auxiliary to Pioneers of Alaska and is different  
organization entirely from Pioneer Women of Alaska. Her reason  
for dropping out: ri.tual too much like the Pioneer women's  
also the very·short residency requirements.  

Talks about Mrs. Coyle who had only one daughter who  
had-a daughter who died in childbirth.  

Amante joined.the Rebeccahs Oct. 18. 1921. Received  
her 50 year jewel. Finishing 52 years now. Two years later she  
joined the Eastern Star. Amaranth ••• charter member of that ••• also  
has .life meMbership in that group. Belongs to Pioneer Women of  
Alaska. Also the Presbyterian-Church of Fairbanks. Joined that  
church Jan. 9, 1915.  

',_j Another long time member of the church is Mrs. Muriel Johnson. 

Amante talks about her divorce in 1948. Had worked before  
her divorce. She was living in Fairbanks and claims that her  
husband refused to send her money so she was forced to work. Went  
to work first as an assistant cook and shortly after became cook  
at the federal jail. Served there until statehOod and it became  
a state jail. Later she became a matron. Retired after 15  
years with the Department ~f J~stice.  

She looks at 1917 scho~~\~ar gook from Fairbanks High  
School. Our class: Sigrid Richardson, valvitrorian; Amante  
Tonseth; Wilma Carlson; Alton Nordale; Audrey Rose; Ruty  
Carey; Lyman Knuppe (juniors in 1917).  

Graduated in 1918: Amante Tonseth, Wilma Carlson, Alton  
Nordale, Sigrid Richardson, Georgia Johnson, Lyman Knuppe and  
George Bentley.  




