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Back to the house. Einar· went outside in 1915 to attend 
Oregon Agriculture College in Corvalis. Before that he worked as 
a clerk in Healy's store onlower first avenue. He later bought 
that and had it a couple years and then joined Lavery's staff. 
Late-r he \vas city clerk; deputy marshall once also. 

Amante's father always wanted to be a farmer. He assumed 
the debts of an old man and re-located the homstead up the Chena 
River about 17 miles •. Settled up the estate after the elder 
Tonseth' s death. T\vo brothers divided up the ranch and Amante 
took the log house in Fairbanks. 

In 1913 her father brought down saplings of birch that 
they planted. Now huge big birch in front yard. She reminisces 
about old places in town and how progress is destroiing the old 
Fairbanks. Lost 90 per cent of what she owned in the 1967 flood. 
Goes into detail about flood and damage. 

REEL 2 
Rooms from Chena cabin moved up in the winter of 1915. 

Her father went to Chena in 1906. Probably built in 1905 or 

(-
1906. Main house in Fairbanks about the same time. After big 
fire of 1906 it was built, she thinks. Divorced ,25 years ago last 
January. 

Graduated from high schoo,l 55 years ago last spring .•• f-1argaret 
Keenan was principal then. Later married Martin Harris, influential 
man in the Territory in 1907. Lived in Valdez a number of years. 
•ralks about school nad principal. Alton Nordale died in a 
plane crash . His remains were recognized later because of the 
back brace he had to wear (the plane burned). His daughter is 
Mary. Mrs. Nordale was Kathryn Driscoll Nordale. Son is Jim 
NOrdale, attorney for borough presently. .Mary is attorney, too. 
One time Alton was trying to get to his seat ••• heavy and seat 
busted ... everybody laughed;, Keenan very severe and angry at laughing. 

After graduation she went to 18 Mile Roadhouse to tutor 
three children of the owner of the Roadhouse. Ann Bergman, 
Bobby Sheldon's wife, was eldest of three and Amante got her 
ready to enter 8th grade in town. 

Examinations at Mason Clinic since 1959 (cancer). In 
1958 went out to Rebeccah Assembly and cooking at the jail at the 
time. Eva Larson talked her into seeing her doctor in the Mason 
Clinic. Found that she had tumor on i~testin. Entered hospital 
July 1, 1958. Tumor was full of malignant cancer. Fortunate. 
Father died of cancer of liver and gall bladder in 1939. Mother 
had cancer of breast three years later. Cancer had already 
spread and for two years she took care of her, watching her die 
by the inches. Monday will be 39 years since mother died. Agony. 
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Amante bought her first car to celebrate -cure of cancer. 
Wrecked the car on the way outside. Broken ankle from that. 
Another exam. Found little cancer in the rectum. Had a complete 
colostomy. It will be 14 years the 26th of August since that 
colostomy. Later found that she was diabetic. 

Last summer she carne uo to Alaska because her oldest 
son and wife were King and Queen Regenst for the Pion~ers in 
Anchorage. 


