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REEL 2 

More talk about the Palace Grand acquisition. The man who 
owned asked Margretha's father if he would take it down, and her 
father asked her to do something with it. The new Klondike 
Visitors Association (at that time had no money) looked into i_t. · 
They managed to gathertogether $1,000 and bought the structure. 
They eventually gave it to the Federal historic site program. 
In 1962 th~~rPut. on their first program with Beatrice Lilly and 
others. T~ funding came through the Department of National 
Historical Sites. Calgary is the headquarters for the norther areas. 

The Liberal Party took over after the Palace Grand and the 
Keno restorations and said restoring Dawson was a mortal sin. a waste 
of money. KVA still pushed for restoration. Finally got .National 
Sites Preservation to go along. .~bout 1970 the federal program 
began again. Eighteen buildings are in the program now. Palace .. 
Grand a:1d Diamond Tooth Gerties generate the money. Both operated 
by the KVA. Sue Ward is the mistress of ceremonies at the theatre 
this summ9r. Gerties is the old Arctic Rrotherhoqd Hall. 

Erik Neilson of Whitehorse has been a great help. In 1958 
John D( Baker, Algin Hamilton and Walter Dinsdale show great interest 
in the,.orth and worked with Erik Neilson. That was the short · 

, . 
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lived project before the liberals took _over in Ottawa and 
the funding. Erik is a ·l<Jwyer from the prarie·country. 
father was a north west ~ur~ted policeman.

\, 

cut off 
His 

The fire in 1959 ••• ·.th.at was when the museum in the old 
fire hall was lost. 

~.~ 

~trs. Coyle recalls that when she was a child they had their 
dancing lessons in the upstairs of the old fire hall 
burned). 

(museum that 

Elmer tells about closing up the Eagles. Lodge about 1955. 
There were 125 members but they went 12 months with 11 meetings 
'vi th no quorum. At one time there ,.,ere more than 2, 000 members 
of the lodge. 
to organize. 

It was organized in 1904 and 
·· 

was the 50th lodge 




