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Andre\v Jackson Meals did surveying \vork and he .had brought 
two horses and some equipment with him from Nebraska. He and his 
sons acquired more horses and equipment and worked for the railroad 
(roadbed work \'ITith wagons, scrapers). · They also freighted over 
Thompson Pass. 

Owen Meals' seventh grade teacher was Charles Bunnell (later 
Judge Bunnell and still later Dr. ·aunnell, president of the University 
of Alaska). Owen took his high school and higher education by 
correspondence courses. ·He studied mechanical and electrical engineer-
ing. Re got lots of practical experience in Valdez helping his 
father surveying and mapping. ~lso tinkering with machinery. 

The new Valdez site: After the earthquake the owners (Meals 
family and Hazlett family) formed the Port Valdez Company and got 
shares of stock in same. The Me~ls had 10 acres that had been deeded 
directly to them in 1910. The Port Valdez Co. gave 242 acres to the 
City of Valdez with the stipulation that people owning property in 
the destroyed town be allowed to move on to a lot at no cost ..• and the 
remainder would remain with the Port of Valdez Co "until the property 
was put into productive use or sold" according to Meals. He says 
he is in court now over that arrangement. He is charged excessive 
taxation, he says. Don't know what the other side (city) claims on 
this. 

During the earthquake ... or at the time of the quake •.. Meals 
owned and operated the Valdez Power.c0. The building was strong enough, 
thouqh it was built of cement block, to withstand the quake with 
no outages and only a few cracks in the ceiling and perhaps one crack 
down one side. The telephone lines were shorted out in several 
places, but those '"ere soon repaired and the city was back in business 
{phone and lights, that is). Lights hever did go out,· Meals said. 

Meals talks about the building codes in the new towsite. Mrs. 
Meals talks about the vie\v from their home atop the bluff. She also 
tells of her desire to come to Alaska and sending an application to 
Juneau, getting accepted and assigned to Valdez (to teach). Says she 
was educated at West Texas Normal College and the University of Texas. . . 




