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Early mayor of Fairba nks: ~ Dorothy remembers that Murray 
Smith was mayor in 1912 when her father was the district attorney. 
She remembers Mayor Tom ~arquam at the time of the president's 
(v'Jarre n Harding) visit. Marquam had recently married one of the 
belles from the "line" and ladies of the town were aghast 
that a prostitute (riewly made respectable) wo~ld be an honored guest 
and ride in the parade (one story told by Mrs.· Clara Rust has it that 
some of the gals in town went to ~ the mayor and told his honor 
to ma rry that gal he \vas living with before the president 
arrived). At any rate, Dorothy remembers Mrs. Marquam was wearing 
a hand tatted dress over pink chiffon and rode in a car of honor 
in the pa~ade. President Harding, Herbert Hoover and their entire 
p a rty were wea.ring heavy wools and -wert. very uncomfortable since 
it was one of the hottest days in the sun~er (July 15 or 16, 1923}. 

Dorothy remembers ~?iley Post and Will J~~Ws ~isit. Howard 
Hughes vist later, too. Ben F.ielson, Harold Gillam. Art very 
f ond of Gillam. 

Dorothy remembers vividly when Eva McGown came to Fairbanks 
on the Va ldez stage line (horse drawn). Came in 1914. She 
wa s introduced to Alaska through Mrs. Jessie Bloom who had been a 
student of Eva's in Ireland. She got Eva to writipg to Arthur 
McGown of Fairbanks and Eva agreed to come over and marry him. He 
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wa s not the best husband in th~ ~orld, Dorothy allows, but Eva was 
good to him and very faithful. ;Dorothy said Eva met George 
Parks, then a Bureau of Land Mana gement (dept. of interior) and 
l a t e r governor. She thinks Eva had a "thing" for Parks all those 
years. Parks never married and still lives today in Juneau. Eva 
me t him on that trip in from Valdez, Dorothy said. 

Irene Sherman ...Dorothy r~members the fire in which Irene 
was so badly burned. Irene's mother was the daughter of the people 
who ran theThird Avenue Hotel. She remembers Irene's mother as 
"not too bright". Anyway, she married and h a d Irene. Later she 
became intereste d  i n  a Negro man. One night Irene and two of "Dirty 
Fac e " Porter's children were in the cabin across from the Eagles 
Ha ll. The children had been locked -in the cabin. They started a 
fire and the stove flared up catching the baUoon ceiling (cheese 
cloth a nd \'Tall -paper) afire. T\.,ro, children were burned to death 
artd Irene scarred horribly for life. Dorothy always remembers Irene 
wearing a hat with a veil ...never seeing her face until later years 
after Irene was years older. Mik~ Dalton tells of taking Irene 
to lunch during Golden Days andhaving the Mayor (Harold Gillam Jr.) 
as special guest. Irene had never been in tall building in Fairbanks 
b e fore . They went to the .Petroleum Club ...all decked out in 
Golde n Days garb. 
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