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"' What did they eat? Hotcakes, bacon, moose, . beans, beef 

(when they could get it freighted · in frozen; ·of .co~rse). ·Kept -: 
their meat in ice shaft ' that.. was 'about 3~ feet deep and had t•..,o · 
tunnels off the shaft for ' s~orage· in fro~en · ground- -·-~~.--· ·.- - -. ; ,··,- _ . 

. . . . . . . ~ . ' .. ' .'· /.. . . _'. . : . . :< _..._: . . . 
Hanson mine<! steady for- 40 years~ :~ He met his wife _ · . 

Amante Tonseth (Han5on) in Fairbanks, She was .' teaching · in Fairbanks 
and later taught in ' Gold ::Basin, ' Tofty.. Gold ! Basiri . was : six ~r , . 
seven miles . from Tofty ' and nine -or 10 miles ·from ~ioodc:::hopper • . · Bob, ·-
the eldest son · was born".·in Fairbanks. ~ ·.s:tan; '' c:mothEr son~ · spent 30 
years in ·the A~ Force : and is. now ret~red ' from military and . li~ing 
outside. · Bob is now executive -·vice-preside,nt ·of _Reeve Aleutian · 
Airlines • .· Don ·is a school teacher in Anchorage. -:~: ._;·- ~,: c:.. _,: : ;;--:-- .- ... 

·- . /1 - .., ·~.. : ~ "',. ,,':. '·i:-".... ~- · ~ .~ ~ ·~ 
0'$- ~ ' 1 ' • :. ~ , • ' ' • ; • • '"..; · : ~ "';'" I o' ' -,:> v • ',\. ~ • ... ~· •·~ ·

Grandchildren~ Don ?-has two children;-. Bob -has - six; · stan 
has one. Also has six;'· great i~grandchildr~n..... '.~~~- ·.. ·.- .·)· :· -~. - - .. ; .- ~"-~>.;:·.,..;....,..< 

• • • • . • •• _,. . i. :r:· . ' . . .: f - . •"':-'.:I : ·.;~ ~ .... ~ ' :. - ' .. .·- ·-
Hanson left ·s~~~n lin ~~OtL,· He . returnd in 19-63 and . ag~in 

in 1968. Still has a brother,. living. . in the old Hanson horne in . t 
·sweden. ·..... 

A.."<el _Edman of Nome .~~rked for Hanson .one season in the ··-
1920 .'s. Axel went to Barrow!·~ith Wilkins by _dog team; -. Hanson .recalls. 

. .··-' 
During the war Hanson ·worked at Ladd Air . Base in Fairbanks. 

His heavy equipment was requisitioned for military construction~ He 
stayed on at Ladd and reti,red in 1959. But he kept his ,mining _::: 
operations going in Tofty in s~~ers. , 

..... 

Talks about food, getting it shipped in by river. F'rozen 
meat which was stored . in deeu freeze (shaft).. . . • . 

~~il? Dog team from . Fairbanks in winter. _ River in · 
summer. Bob Buzby of Fair~nks was mail team driver -couple seasons. 
Jay Buzby of Fairbanks ··ran. _:h_h~st,Q.~ez..in iUanley -for awhile. Lot of 
ma il ,.,as left for summer (by boat)~ · In · spring they rece.ived: lots 
of magazines and newspapers • .. . Dog team· delivery took only: important 
stuff and letters (space ~nd weight. pro?lein). . . . 

HanSon said he had radio contact wlth the outside world, 
coming in ••• that is • .. He had a battery po'!f7ered. radio redeiver as . 
early as 1917 or 1919 . . Got KNX from Los Angeles "real clear". 
Reception was excellent at Tofty, he said. Received radio from . all 
over the world. Short waye. 

Phones? Had telephone system between Tanana, Manley, 
Tofty, Hinto, Nenana and F~irbanks. The Army Signal Corps -ran 
the system. · Could call Fairbanks any time, Ha.nson said. 

Travel: -::::1 ~-.. · In winter they went by dog team or walked • . 
In summer it was by river. 
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Son Bob says .he drove JUlian Hurley's dog team in the-
1930's. Raced six seasons.· . _One·:'year ·he· raced when Mary Joyce ·. 
of Juneau came up._ Alsa in· that -:race Wa.s Ma~y ·Hansen (Bert and ; 
Mary's •.. now run the Rapids roadhouse). ·.. Bob Bl.izby also raced in . 
1936 • . Bob Hanson Is last race. ;qas in 1941.·' .. :-seppela, t~e famous . 
dog rnusher, also' .was ·in , the last couple :races Bob enter.ed. · 

The 1917 flu epedirnlc? Trifty ~rid ·Manley were qtiarantined 
so nobody there got it . ..- · . · · • ·: · · __. . -.· ·. ·: <-

. : ,' : , : i . .. . 

' . . ~ ~ .i\ . ' . . . . .. . . . ' 

Hanson recalled'. that Woodchopper had 7·,ooo people at one 
...-.·tinie. ;. . Only a few living there ,..,,;•.y , ••·· . 
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