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A proper wake was held. During the funeral all the saloons 
in Noma closed for an hour and a half·. First time that ·had ever 
happened in Nome (for a funeral) accord~ng to Gregory. 

A justice of the Supreme 'Court was there and he got bombed 
on the· champagne. He had to get back -to Anchorage that night so · J.f.• 
he was loaded into the ambu'lance, strapped ·into the stretcher, and J~{ 
takem to the airport. He: came to· on -way to airport, was·· convinced b" 
that he was only drunk and not g'oing to the cemetery or hospital. ·' . " 
He was put in front section of plane ·and sobered up on his way home. 

: t ": .- ,. 'f' • •• ; 

·At the buriaL in the spring someone -lost his g~ip on · the :·- --·._. 
rope as Crane's o cof.fin was being lowered- into ' t~e grave; ·· The :: · 
casket. fell -and · 1a~'1de'd at a 20 to ·30 -·degree angle. · The thump ·.::·. 
jarred. the casket lid open ·and Fred's feet \'lereexposed ,: -- ·people .·· '. 
vmndered what they would do to fix the mess when the undertaker -
-in his bib overalls- came up and said, "Corne onr you bastards! : 
Start covering -.the God dammned ·grave right now .. ". · ·<this according 
to Gregory, ·of course)"So clunk, clumk went the chunks of permafrost 
on top ,· of . the casket." · · - ,.,. · 

: GGregory talks about burial procedures in Nome (burying 
bodies in spring when they can dig the ground). ' 

The cemetery is city owned. The city does not charge for 
plots. Used since 1913 when a bad, bad storm washed out graves 
on the sand · spit. 

l\lbro said he went to Nome 23 Dec. 1969 from Petersburg. 
He bought the Nome Nugget April 1 ~ . · 1971. Nugget is the oldest 
continually published paper in Jl.laska, he says. It was established 
in May of 1901. At one time there were six newspapers in Nome... /; 
Nome ~veekly News, the Cronicle Nugget (forerunner of Nome ·Nugget). 
J.A.F. Strong worked on the early Nugget. 

Albro is t-.he sole person on the editorial staff. He has 
an Eskimo girl named~ Lola- Sheldon ·who operates the typesetter 
and does make up. He also has a part tima bookkeepe;r. · Two ,carrier 
girls and two. carrier boys . r:ound out the ·staff. - '' -' ·· -· · · · ·, 

' . 

Albro's \'li'fe Jl.delaid died Oct. 30, 1973 She was buried in 
Nome Nov. 3, 1973 . . .r-.1arried in Hhitehorse,· ·Y.T. ·canada ori Harch 4, 1961. 
Died of cncer. Married in home of Harry Boyle, publisher of tf1e 
t·lhitehor se Sta·r ~ · · 

Albro first went to Fairbanks. There were no jobs so he went 
to Anchorage where he got a job as xeaxh feature editory on the · 
Anchorage News. The editor, Clif Cernick, moved to Fairbanks and D· 
asked Albro .to go with him, which he did. That was in 1957. Then 
he worked for Jessen's t'leekly. In 1961 he went to Ketchikan for 
three or four years. _Then to Juneau where he was editor of the 
Juneau Empire. Hicke had him fired and Albro went north to Fairbanks 
again where he had been promised a job doing PR for Alaska 67. He 
said Senator Giuening got him the job. But when he got himself, 
his wife and belonging moved to Fairbaks there was no job! 

(more) 
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Lew Williams .in. Ketchikan heard about it and offered Albro job 
-wi t h the Petersburg Press. 

· Albro talks about a young couple who disappeared on the highway . 
Het t he couple in Tok and came up on . their car idling. · Never · · 
fou nd out what happened to ·he: . them •. , 

, Went to Nome in December, 1968 to . manage the Nugget '. . 
Ch~rley Hillis of- Alaska ~irlines owned the paper. Albro ~ught it 
Apr il 1, 1_971 from· wiilis. . .- ··}·

i .. 
Talsk about the t-iorne' ·city ' ·c~uncii voting to close . the bars 

on election day;. · Terrible tragedy for hard drinking Nome (9 bars; 
8 churches, couple . thousan_d people in 1974). . 




