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Once a big brown· bear downed Janeau as he -was on his way . 
back to his cabin. He had gone to Steel Creek post office for the . 
mail •• -a distance of .' abou't 20 miles over the hills. ,. Ed was about . 
t wo mile's from horne when the bear suddenly was in front of him and ... 
knocked hL~ down. He had. no weapon and :he was .in a . burned area . . . 
so there wasn't even ·a stick to pok'e down the bear's mouth .or..hit . · 
i ·t on. the head with .. :.1 Bear · stood:·over Edi Smelling him. · 'Ed lying . 
on ground with eyef3 closed/ occasionally peeking up ·at l?e.ar ·.- .·· He , , 
s aid the bear · seemed ·interested Jin the odor · around Ed' S · face. · ~ He · ' ·, 
had a big 'chaw of tobacco in his-: mouth • . · He did 'the o'n.ly_-.thing' .. ~< .·-
h e could do- · He spit!' ; · For all he was sorth. · ' Apparently · the .:::: 
cha\'1 ·hi·t the bear· in the eyes. · The · bear began· backing·. off ' with •.!~ -
Ed peeking now and then. Bear continued to back. on down the hill~· 
He remembered he had. so~e matches in his pocket so he reached back 
into his .back pack arid ::pulled out ·a newspaper ·that · had ·.come· ~n ·· ·.. -
t he mail .at Steel . Creek~ He lighted the paper· and at· la·st had -·· .:'· · 
a v1eapon . in case the bear attacked. He · took off' as the bear ,stlll 
backed off • . The bear never followed him. ·His only close call, . . : 
Ed said, · adding "True as I'm sitting here!" · The bear was .probably 
the only one .in the . 49 Mile District that ·ever . tasted tobacco, · too. 
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