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Lund carried mail out to Delta. Lena and daughter lived £~x with 
the Lunds. Frances went to school here about 2 years and then Lena 
sent her out to Seattle whre she lived with three old maid school 
teachers named Bee, Elizabeth and Harriet Lowing. Lena had made 
contact with them through their g brother Steve Lowing who had been 
living at Delta. The Lowing sisters took Frances to Grand Rapids 

.M ich with them when they returned home. She continued scholing there 
and went into junior college. After jr. colege she went into nursing 
training and graduated as a registered nurse. 

Lena went back to Goodpaster with Lila when Frnaces went outside. 

Liv~ed in two room log cabin with Bob and Walter and Lila (Walter 
adopted Bob so Bob's name now is Johnson). 

Grew vegetables and kept through winter in root cellar. Kept cabbage, 
potatoes, beets, carrots etc. etc. Cellar was in cool ground and 
about every third day would add wood to stove in cellar to keep it 
at certain temperature. ~sed bags of moss to cover door (for insulation). 
Poultry beets for chicken.s. 

Kept chickens all winter ... heated chicken house. . Kept all but 24. hens 
and two roosters. Killed off the ,,rest when it was cold enough. placed 
chickens in pan and froze and the~ poured water over so xaxex ice covering 
enclosed the chicken. Then they 1packed them in the snow for safe keeping. 
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Grew just about everything they needed. Had all the fr~sh eggs they 
wanted all winter. In spring they raised friers and kept until aall. 
Would sp swap xx~ roosters with people in town once in while so the 
stock would keep good. 

Killed caribou for meat. Corned lots of it. Canned some, too.. Canried 
in jars (Mason and Kerr jars). Fish, too. Grayling. Salmon was too 
far qone by the time they reached the Goodpaster. Salmon was go~ng 
back to spawn and die. Used dead salmon for garden fertilizer. 

Sometimes had mountain sheep and moose. 

Went up the Goodpaster river using an outboard m~xx~ motor though they 
had to "poll" up certain sections that were too low in water level. 

END REEL 1 
:--. About the second creek up from cabin there is Frances Creek, nameed 

after Lena's daughters. 

Lena baked every Monday .•• sourdough~ break, cakes, cookees, pies. 
She cooked sourdough pancakes and steak or ham or sausage. Picked 
berries and canned them. Qicked a lot of bee~ies and rose hips 
for chickens.. "Never had a sick chicken". Made 18:11 Low bush and 
high bush cranberries. Salmon berries. Rhubarb,· Celery. Very seldom 
could they raise potatoes because of frosts. Planted potatoes about 
30 miles downriver. Would tend the potatoes every time they' went EK by 
and would harvest them in the fall when they were freighting in supplies. 
Potato patch was where south and north forks of Goodpaster came together~ 
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Lila had three weather schedules a day with CAA and two a day with 
Lou Joy in Fairbanks. Started weather reporting (first report at 
5 a.m.) 

Lena lived on Goodpaster four years ..• total. 

Came into Fairbanks from Goodpaster and went to work for Margaret 
Ofsted (name was Margaret Burgie then). Margaret ran the Northern 
H~xxx Hotel •.•• until it. burned down. Then she married Phipps ••• in 
1952. Oscar Phipps. Had known him for years. Lived at 214 Third Ave. 
until the flood. · 

Oscar worked as engineer at F.E. power house. He first came to Alaska 
coast in Juneau and logged. Came to Alaska in 1910. Then he worked 
for White Pass Railroad as a fireman on engine. Then he came to 
Alaska Railroad and quit that and went to work for F.E. Oscar was 
chief engineer. He retired from F.E. in x~xx when he was 
67 years. Total of 35 years with F.E. He help~lrld the plant. 

Oscar had lots and lots of pictures of F.E. years, but flood ruined 
most of the pictures. 

Oscar was sick in 1967 during flood. Lena took him out to Portland 
t:hat winter. She brought him back ·and he lived two months after that. 
He has a son¢, Jack Phipps, who runs Butchers Lodge about 20 miles 
away from Paxson Lodge. Jack Phipps lives off college road not too 
far from Scotts (Jo and Dick Scott) .•.•• 

Married Oscar in 1952. Other clubs? Only Pioneers. Oscar active in 
sportsmens organization. Helped organize the Tanana Valley Sportsmans 
Association. Other organizers were Sam White and Irving McK. Reed. 
Also Doc Hufman •••. and Bob Hufman. 

Lena and Lila talk about Tan. V. Sportsmens Association and the way 
it has gone ... they didn't like the way iExixxs it is now •••• Lila 
talks about how one moose bull services many E cows. 

Caribou migrations •••• ? Must be about 10 years since they have come 
through in big migrations. That mountain up in the Shipcreek area some 
times looked like a living, moving mountain. "crazy yahoos from the 
lower 48 " 11 1111 Lila gets worked up over these craxy yahoos •••. 

Lena and Oscar used to go up to the summit (12 Mile Summit on Steese 
Highway) to watch caribou runs ...• just to look and some times they 
would take one if they had x~x to. NO! · Lena said, later. T~ey 
never would take one. The only thing they took was pictures. 

Ruth Schriber took pictures when they went to Summit. 

Then talk about Queen's robe (with brief intermission about Margaret 
Ofsted and our lunch in the lOth floor Petroleum Club last winter 
just before Lena went outside). 

Visited Johnny Frasco at his mine at 12 Mile Summit (or ka vicinity) 
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Lena and Oscar went outside several times ••• to Ohio where Oscar's 
sister. is still living.. Oscar Feb. 17, 

Lena 's birthday and Mike'" and . her son' s (George Dalton) . ~r~lose. 
George ·and Mike born on Sept. 10. Also .Berni~e A.lr~dge. ici:.o Tom 
Pa skvan' s wife is also sept. 1Oth. 

Harrowing experiences? Fell. in r·iver (Goodpast4ar .aiver) and brother-
in-law pulled 'her tD out.. Lila says. "And we call tha>t her swimming 
hole. Everbody bas. a awiaminq bOle. I .have one, too... Lila said 
she was watching the hills for wild game wben the boat rounded a turn 
and she tl took a 4ip in .the river. That happened more than once •••• for 
others but aot Lila and~ Lena •.• Lila had seen three car ibp:u when she 
went in that time. 




