


Ina's first .home in Iditarod .was .in a blacksmith shop. 
Home ready for · you · to live in? ~ , . 

"Home ready? Let me tell you. , No home. My . gosh this is 
what I want to tell you. : It _was _just terrihle. : no . place .to live." 
Partitioned ·off part.. Went to work right away in boarding hoase. 

~_:... .. 
Balcksrnith . ~hop· • . It was ,as . bla~·k as c 'o.uld : b~. , ;ha.t . was ;he 

. only thing we : could get. - No floor. _ Gu_s said. "f\~!got to. live here" 
Got folding bed and _stove. :£ Got rough. lumber,..._ Went to. mess .house . 
and got three egg cartons.~.three empty egg boxes . and put .them on · 
top of each other for a ' dresser. ·Got. curtain across fromt: Qx~ -~ , 
Got mirror for · top •.. ·Bed; dresser~ couple cha'irs • . 'Mos·s . from .... ··~_:·. 
roof fe~~ throug;h. on. ~;a'?e• -,:. , '· .. ~ ~ ·; . : :-\·"<· f-' 'I - >~-',: -~:;<·;. : ':-~\ · · · 

• • • • ....... 'f..l •• • : ~ \ ' ;· ;· • ~ •, ~. ..... ,. • ' ' -

... 
We were planning a ~ice . cabin in the fall. 

on stampede ' to Chishana. ~ -. Bought: house for $75 ~ ; .~ ·--- . . 

They never found anyth~n·g. ·. 
Stayed. in Idii::arod 6 years. ,, Open cut mines. 

., 
Mud. ·. Howling 

dogs all · the ·time. · . .-
·· Charlie Strandberg · went broke and Gus went to work in mines. 

Johnnie Beaton found gold in _tditarod in 1909. Stampede - in 1910. 
Gus had horses in. 1914, 19!1~, 1916,. 1917 and hauled wood for miners. 
ot·ter Creek discover¥ . . Cut riH:kex 1 wood in winter. Tony Lindstrom 
\vas one of Gus' wood cutters. Wood for steam plants and steam used 
to thaw the ground for mining. 

Riley Investment Co. ' came in • . In Nome they found out that 
\..rater would do th.e same as steam so they switched to water. 

In 1932 Gus started to mine for himself. Got first tractor 
and in 1937 went . from Iditarod and to Ophir Creek. Mined there 
27 years when Gus retired. Retired in Fairbanks and lived ,in 
Lathrop Apartments. .. . . ' 

- . 
When came in it took her 25 days. Going. out took 

days- ~ Thirty miles below Tanana ., ice jam and spent 8 days in 
Ft. Gibbon ••• in fall 1919. -. Jam came down and knocked big hole 
in boat. Went to New York· and east • . Hurried to get back after 
New York! · 

' Returning to Iditarod went to Wasilla by raiatr~ad . and then 
dog team to Iditarod. Bought do~tearn from fellows from Bethel 
guys. _Gus skied ahead and Ina rnu~d team. Another old fellow . 
\•lith us with 5 dog team, 11 I had to break trail for him .. 

End reel 1 (one hour) 

Miscovich family ••. Johnnie George, Howard, Andy •••• George 
oldest. Olga is yungest girl and in Seattle now. 

·. 
. ·.· -. 
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Bears? Saw bear 
her at Iditarod. Never 
people, :t.,ere ·practicing. 

Ina Uotila, page 3 

. . ' 1.n San D1.ego ~- zoo. ' Had a 
shot ·gun except one time 

~· 

I 
! 

. 
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... ~. 
big bear bother 
in !1ichigan .when 


