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VIRG O W. ANDE RSON, 83, a fox 
fanner, commercial fi sherman , home-
steader an d construction worker, died 
jan. 15 in Homer. Born in Washington. 
he mowd with his fam ily to Seldovia in 
1923. H~ worked as a fox farmer until 
the early 1930s, then began commer-
cial fi shing with his broU1er. In the off-
season , the twu men subdivided and 
developed a homestead in Homer. An-
derso n helped to build Homer's first 
roads and dock, and to install the city's 
first telephone system. A brother and 
sister su rvive. 

HEU:N srEWARf BARREIT, 82, a pi-
oneer Alaska nurse, died Dec. 23, 1991, 
in Soldotna. Born on Prince Edward Is-
land in Canada, s he grad uated from 
nurs ing school and worked in New 
England hospi tals. In 1940, when she 
move d to Fort Yukon to wo rk as an 
Episcopal ian mi ssionary nurse, she 
met and married Donald Barrett. The 
couple traveled throughout Alaska dur-
ing hi s work with the Alaska Commer-
cial Co. From 1960-1970, Mrs. Barrett 
served as head nurse at Alaska Psy-
chiatric Insti tute in Anchorage. She 
leaves a daughter. 

IAWllliNCE AKISAQPUK GRAY, 81, 
a lifelong Alaskan and reindeer herder, 
died Dec. 16 in Fairbanks. Born and 
raised in the village of Shungnak, he 
owned his own reind eer herd from the 
1940s until 1970. He also served with 
the Ala~ka Ten·itorial Guard and was a 
full-ti me pastor for the Friends Church. 
His wife, Cora, survives. 

JOSEPH ANTHONY GROSS, 73, a re-
tired school administrator, died Dec. 31 
in Ancho rage. A native of North Dako-
ta, he earned undergraduate and mas-
ter's degrees in ed ucation and taughi 
school in Montana. In 1950, he moved 
to Alaska and taught at Copper Center, 
Woody Island and Ft. Richardson,later 
working as a school odmini strator in 
Kenai. Kodiak and Anchorage. In sum-
mers. he coun ted fish and mapped 
stream' for th e U.S. Fi sh and Wildlife 
Servic<-. He is survived by three sons. 

WOODROW ''WOODY'' J OHANSEN, 
77, a college professor and engineer. 
died last vear in Fairbanks. Born in 
Cordovo, he g roduated from th e Un i-
versity of Alaska Fa irbanks with en-
gin ee;·ing degrees, th e n ob tain ed a 
grad ual<· degree from th e University 
of Ill inoi s. He taught civil engineering 
courses at th e Fairbanks college cam-
pus, later becoming head of the civi l 
engineering department. In 1951 he 
joined th e Alaska Road Commission 
and worked o n the Pa rks Hi ghway, 
the Dalton Highway and several ma-
jor bridgL'"· retiring from state :,ervice 
in 197'1. II• leaves his wif<", Carolyn. 

End of the Trail 

NATIVE HEALER 
A N EP ISCO PAL CB URCH 
fi se rvi ce in Fair-
banks , followe d by an 
Indian potlatch in the 
Yukon River village of 
Rampa rt, n ote d t h e 
Dec. 22 passing at the 
Fairbanks Pioneer s' 
Home of Antoinette 
Mayo Roberts Woods, 
97, a well-known mid-
wife and healer. 

"Auntie," as she was 
Antoine tte Woods 

known to residents up and down the Yukon River, was 
the last surviving child of steamboat captain AI Mayo 
and his wife, Margaret. Born in 1894 in Nuklukyet (Old 
Station), Auntie dedicated her life from the early 1900s 
to providing health care to those living along the Yukon 
River in and around Rampart, her home for many years. 

In 1924, Woods delivered her own baby. During the 
next 40 years, she delivered more than 100 children, 
never losing a baby or a mother. Auntie , who practiced 
Athabascan healing ways learned from her mother, 
saved t he lives of many villagers during the 1932 
whooping cough and measles epidemics. 

In 1966, she saved the life of a man burned in a 
cabin fire by spraying cold water on his wounds-a heal-
ing technique accepted only recently by modem medi-
cal science. 

Auntie kept a daily medical journal that to this day is 
used by local people, as well as s tate and federal re-
searchers, to verify historical events. 

In 1986 the Rampart village corporation and the 
Tanana Chiefs Conference honored her with a hunani-
tarian award. 

A shareholder of Doyon Ud. and her village corpo-
ration, Mrs. Woods is survived by five children. 

JAN ICE "JAN" KOSLOS I{Y, 82, a 
bus inessman and former st<~te legisla-
tor, died Dec. 12 in Palmer. Oklahoma-
born . he graduated from high school 
in Anchorage and allended the Uni-
versi ty of Washing ton. He spent four 
terms as a s tate senator , became 
Palmer' s firs t elected borough chair-
man and worked for 50 years in th e 
mercantile business in Anchorage and 
Palmer . Hi s wife. Isabe ll e, su rvives . 

MANN LE ISER. 70, a pioneer Anchor-
age gardener, died J an.~ in Anchor-
age. Born in Wash ington. he ca me to 
Alaska in th<· 1 ~-1505- and worked in a 
Palmer gn:t nhouse. \Vit h his wife. 

Beverly, he moved to Anchorage in the 
1960s to run the municipal green-
house. The couple started th e ir own 
nursery in I 969. Leiser wrote two 
books on Alaska ga rd eni ng and 
worked on many city bea utifi cation 
projects. He leaves his wifE'. 

GEO RGE BRINKWORTII MCNAB 
.JR., 72, a Ja,vyer and former state leg-
is lator. di<"cl Jan . 10 in Anchorage . An 
Army veteran, lw practiced law in Fair-
banks for many yL"ar::; and ~t rved in 
Alaska's terrilorial Houst .. oJ Represen-
tatives from I 95!'>-1959 and in th e slate 
~enatc from 1 ~5~1-l ~Hi:-;. ~urvivo r~ in-
dude his wife. Suza11111. 

j-17~-o;;...-

TESSIE SCROGGS, 63, a Homer steve-
dore and tru ck drive r , di ed jan . 4 in 
Homer. Born in Washington state, she 
moved to Homer with her mother in 
1944. She worked in a can ne ry , drove 
a taxi, hauled water, wai ted on tables, 
clerked, became one of the city's first 
women s tevedo res and drove tru cks 
for her husband, who ran a garbagP 
pickup se rvice and th e town 's water 
supply service. Four children sutvive. 

ERNIE STOLEN , 79, an Inte rior ath-
lete and boxing promoter, died Dec. 10 
in California. Born in Washington state, 
he came to Fairbanks in 1935 and 
worked for mining companies. In 1936 
he boxed a Golden Gloves champion 
to a draw and went on to amass a 2(}.2-
2 fight record. In 1940 he quit the ring 
to promote fights arou nd Al aska . He 
also sold life insurance and encyclope-
dias. In later years, he ran Seward's 
Mo un t Marathon race ni ne tim es, 
finish ed several marathons and won 
many national masters track and field 
events. His wi fe, Delo ise, survives. 

CliARLES E. "AL" STOlJf, 81, a min-
er, trapper and heavy-duty mechanic, 
di ed Nov. I 1 in Arizo na . Born in Ne-
braska , he came North in 1928, living 
in the Yukon Ten·itory and near Eagle, 
Alaska , and working as a miner near 
Fot1ymile, Si.xtymile, Kobuk and Bear 
Creek. In 1968, he started his own min-
ing operation in the Eagle district and 
built a home on the banks of the Yukon 
Riv e r. Surv ivo rs in clude hi s wife, 
Roberta. 

PA UL G. SWANSO N, 79, a surveyor. 
postm aster and longtime Chugiak 
homesteader, died jan. 11 in Anchoroge. 
Born in Iowa, he came 10 Alaska in 1940 
and worked as a surve)•or for the Post 
Engineers. Later he worhed for the U.S. 
Postal Setv ice, serving as Chugiak's 
postmaster for more than two decades. 
He also homesteaded in the Ch ugiak 
area. Hi s wife. Margaret, survives. 

RlJfH LARSON WILLITS, 76, mem-
ber of an early Anchorage family, died 
Jan. 11 in Anchorage. Born in Illinois, 
she first came to Alas ka in 1936 
through Alaska's Inside Passage, re-
peating the trip in 1940. She moved to 
Anchorage permanent ly in 194 7 and 
worked as a bookkeeper for An chor-
age Lumber Co. Membe rs of her fami-
ly, Anchorage reside nts s ince 1915. 
helped build Club 25, formerly a popu-
lar re staurant and now a local land-
mark. A daughter smvives. 

Notices in this column. brcause of space. 
are limited /o •wmes of those who ha ve 
achieved pioueer sta tus tiH'ough many 
years in tltr North. or who have made 
siguijica111 ruutributimzs to tlzc stale. 
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