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Marv Whlte of 902 Kellum_Streee, Falrbanks.. Wlﬁe of ZSamt
Oa Wh;te,‘early Alaskan' ame warden\and pllot.,p' 2 %%
: '§~ L 7 3 --_~‘ seme

xary Whlte was.born Mary Burgess 1n Mlllbrook, N. Y. Her mother
' d&Ed when Mary.was 2 years OldﬁédIEd'ln childbirth when Mary's

- brother was born? Mary reared;by aunts. She was the daugher

of REv..and Mrs. Thomas Burgess. The reverend was a priest in
““the Eplsoopal Church. S R : il RE
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Mar; says she ”never dld anythlng 1mportant"' :She is a modest,

genLle lady of 85.(almost 85, that is. She* will be 85 in September
1973) . She recalls that she was walted on" as a child and a

~ young woman. Servants were employed in the aunt's home. Mary had
- never even washed clothes until she was marreed to Sam Whlte.

As a young woman Mary Burcess took two years of Deaconess t alning

at the Episcopal Deaconess School in Philadelphia. She did

church work after that training, but nothlng spectacuddr. Mostly

near-her home. - She said she had tried nursing when she was 20
B years old, but’she didn't work out. "I guess I wasn't given .
e cenaughp- responSLbllltywwhen I was vounger.“ she explained. - Anvway, Pl

‘»r '~ she couldn't hack it and—went on to the deaconess tralnlng for .
her church. :

Later, after Mary was past 30, she entered nursing tralnlng with
the help (in gettlng into the. school) of a doctor friend of the

family. Her alm was to learn nur51ng and then become a mlss;oﬂary
nurse. '

That's what happened She graduated from Rhode Island Hospital
“in Providence, R.I. in_ October, 1926. Soon she 'was on her way

to Ft. Yukon, Alaska for an a551gnement w1th the Hudson Stuck
Memorial Hospital. 2

AELEE T Yukon Mary had- one ‘other nurse for company and a doctor who
was there for a short time while the regular doctor took a year's
leave. The Hudson Stuck Hospital, Mary recalls, took care of

' mostly chlldren and mostly all tubercu1051s cases.

sam White was in re. Yukon as a game warden. He would go wﬁ1221ng Y
by the hospital on his sled (dog team sled), and, Oh, he looked

SO romantlc“ she recalled. After about one year in the Ft. Yukon
~village Sam talked Mary into matrimony. The couple was married
by a 23§3%§3¥3"'and Mary never told her family that fact. They

being good Episcopalians (and her father a reverend and her grand-

father a bishop in the church) she didn't want them to knew that the ;

k. knot was not tied by a church man. And it was a woman COREHMMLEEL sommsTivmve
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Mary 8. familyu,;brother is- a retired medical. doctor. Three
nephews who-;are:doctors.. . ;Two. grand nieces are doctors.-MOne
is Dr.. Joan- Burgess 1nwAnchorage (this date) ; -
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-In- Pairbanks.-- The—thtes came to Falrbanks right after their } b
‘marriage in Ft« Yukon.ﬂeSam ‘s transfer to the. game office. - -~ . .~ ~
. in-Fairbanks.: iis: ;probably the move ‘that- prompted the.proposal of -
marriage.. ”Anyway} the couple traveled by river. boat to:Nenana LRE -
_and. then by- train to Fairbanks.. Mary stayed. 1n a hotel in.Nenana ety o
An- a- garrish roomudallgsorts of: colors) with a’ "hard woman" Mary ‘~; o
" had never seen.the likes of before (con51der1ng her sheltered -- i
life before coming: to Alaska) ... -Her-memory is hazy on dates, but
she. recalls;that she was almost 40 ‘when she and Sam: were‘married.‘
The“zouple. never-had any ‘children thcugh.Mary 1oves children and-
said”she wanted-to adopt some (Sam didn't want.to adopt.51nce rh

hewalready was the father of three hgysjhy a. pﬁggious marriage)'w;
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' Nursin work 1n»Fa1rbanks.....Mary worked for Doctor Dulavern (sp’).{ﬂ wit i
She-did quite a.bit of office nurSingrfor old:Dr. Romig.  She: T
thinks“she also.worksd. ‘for Dr. Chase:.. Her only hospital’ nursing E. .

was one month when her. husband Sam was -hospitalized with.burned:-
hands. A cabin in the-village he was"flying to out.of. caught fire :
. and-badly burned his: hands. 'He, finadly wnet‘"outsidel for*pgre ,_‘
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Another: tlme Mary was hospitalized for an operation. Fesitnde: e
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" Her home 1ife has been a simple one.m"I never”was a good cook, "
she says, bringin back to mind that- "sheltered and easy" life she
had grow1ng up...servants all the times She never has gnxdnndcx
gardened, elther“; Sam 11kew1se doesn't like to.garden. But rk

the neighbors: do )Mary says all they grow is dandelions) : PRI E
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In Fairbanks Mary was verygactive in“the Episcopal Church She B
particularly liked to teach sunday school, :reading-Bible- ‘storeis
to the little®children. “She had many of Fairbanks' citizens

~in her. Sunday'school classes, 1ncluding the Stroecker bOYS-aﬁ
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helped out 1n church activ es:
Sam was a- game*warden for 15 years and then went- to worke or<i. g
‘Wien Airlines.=: Ralph and Fritz and Sig taught -him to fly.q ‘He
retired 'some years ago,. but' -he had -to’ quit. flying when he‘was 80 ,
(just couple years ago) because of the-mandatory. cut off of flying-
licenses by FAA at age 80.. Sam 13 three years younger than Mary.
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