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Lemmie Charley was interviewed on August 3, 2016 by Lacayah Engebretson at the Ahtna
Cultural Center in Copper Center. Alaska. Lacayah is the manager of the Ahtna Cultural Center
as well as Lemmie’s granddaughter. Barbara Cellarius, Subsistence Coordinator at Wrangell St.
Elias National Park and Preserve, was also present during the interview. Lemmie is hard of
hearing. but is able to hear Lacayah, so she conducted the interview. Because of the hearing
issues, Barbara did not ask questions. but did pass some notes to Lacayah with suggestions for
some questions to ask.

In this interview, Lemmie talks about being a sport hunting guide in the Wrangell Mountains. He
was born in Chistochina, Alaska in 1935 to Frank and Mary Charley. He talks about how he
learned to be a guide, different activities he did as a guide like packing horses or leading hunters,
some of the guides he worked for, and specific hunting trips. He also talks about his subsistence
hunting, and impacts from establishment of Wrangell St. Elias National Park and Preserve.



