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Bob Bloom

Bob talked about the history of Fairbanks. Fairbanks was founded in 1902 with the discovery of gold.
Wada was sent out by Barnette to spread the news. Bob wasn’t a citizen of the United States. The first
thing they needed in Fairbanks was recording office. Judge Wickersham was in Eagle and he came down
to Fairbanks to establish a court and recording house. He came to Chena first. He asked for a donation of
land for government offices. So he came up to Barnette’s trading post. Barnette donated land for the
courthouse and the recording office. The miners could come and record their claims so no one could
jump them. But it did happen some. From them on they built up Fairbanks. It wasn’t very fancy. There
were log cabins and tents. As soon as the sawmills came in the real building started. They then needed a
schoolhouse. The first schoolhouse was built at Lacey and Second Ave. It later burned down. The next
school was built at the present school house. They then needed a high school. Judge Wickersham served
for two terms and then resigned. He then served as the delegate to Washington. Transportation was
much needed. They transported the goods by the river in the summer. The judge was asked to get a
mode of transportation for the whole year. He promised to get a railroad. When he went to Congress
and delivered a two hour speech and got the railroad. There was much celebration in Fairbanks. It was
1920. The war broke out and the railroad was slowly built and completed in 1920. President Harding
came to drive the golden spike. The railroad helped them to ship in goods. The next big need was a place
of higher education. There was opposition to the idea, but Wickersham succeeded. He went to
Washington and he asked for a land grant college. This was the origin of the college. There were five
students the first year. Ed Loftus was one of the first students along with his brothers. Stanley was
another one of the students. He was the first graduate at the university. Bob thinks the college will
continue to grow. Bob talked about the early museum and the need for more room.

Bob is one of the last early regents. Mr. Snodgrass is also living. He was involved with the Matanuska
Project. Bob believes this valley is just as good for agriculture and hopes it will be developed. Mr.
Snodgrass and the agriculture department organized the farmer’s association. He also asked the road
commission to create the Farmer’s Loop road. Bob talked about the wheat that was grown in the region.
They built a mill for the wheat. Mr. Neal also developed a turnip that grew well in Fairbanks. Bob said he
would like to revive the wheat that was grown before. They had a successful year.

Someone from the audience asked him about the Tanana Valley Railroad. Bob said it was started by
Falcon Joslin. He started it in 1910. Some of the stock came from the White Pass. It was used to haul the
freight from Chena to Fairbanks when the water was low in the Chena. It was later expanded to go out
to the mines. The government took over the railroad when they built the wide gauge railroad.

Someone asked about the objections to establishing the college in Fairbanks. Bob said there were
arguments about the location of the school. Wickersham picked out the location. People in town
objected to the location so far away from the town. He was asked about objections from people in the
rest of Alaska. Bob said people didn’t think much of Fairbanks.










