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Side B

Charles Creamer’s family lived in a small mining town in California named Weaverville. His
father was driving stage. The gold was at the grass roots level. His father would mine when he
could find water. His uncle was on his way to Alaska and his father was convinced that was the
place to be, too. They went up to Juneau in 1896 and staked claims at Silver Gull Basin. The
gold strike in Dawson happened and they went up to Skagway and Dyea. They started freighting
over the Chilkoot Trail with horses in 1896. His father sent for the family in 1897. His father was
building a house in Dyea. He describes the landing in Dyea. They lived in a tent when they first
arrived. They soon moved into their house. His uncle was killed soon after that in a boat
explosion. They put in a tramway up to the summit. He remembers Soapy Smith’s group trying
to come into Dyea. His father sold all of his horses to the railroad company. In 1900 his father
headed back north and ended up in Dawson. Hgjfather and uncle came to Fairbanks in 1903 and
operated a saw mill. The family joined him in 1904. They were using a lot of lumber at that time.
There were two other sawmills in town. His father ended up buying out one of the saw mills. In
1906 or 07 there was a fire in town and they could sell all the lumber they produced. Charles
attended school with twenty-five or thirty students. Another school was built at Second and
Noble when the population increased. Charles had missed a lot of schools because of his travels.
He talked about running the mail contract between Fairbanks and Circle. He also worked in a
barn. He talked about the cattle arriving in town. He started herding cattle in the summer. He
decided to quit school about 1909. His sister, Maddie Stroker was running a boarding house. He
was offered a bowling alley by Bill Coons who owned the California saloon. He partnered with
Winnie Groon who knew how to run a bowling alley. They did a good business that winter. He
returned to herding in the summer and the following fall he added the pool tables to his business.
They started showing motion pictures in the California saloon. Women didn’t go into the
saloons.

He remembers the railroad bill celebration. Everyone celebrated for 24 hours.

In later years he worked for the railroad. When WWI started he was too old to be drafted so he
volunteered. He describes his trip down to the Yukon and over to Nome to pick up more soldiers.
They were traveling on the Sherman. It was a rough trip. It took them three weeks to get to San
Francisco. Right when they left San Francisco the flu broke out. They ended up in Camp Dodge
in Iowa. The flu was already at the military base. The ones that weren’t sick were assigned as
orderlies in the hospital. He never did get the flu. His best friend died in camp.

After the war ended he went back to Alaska. He traveled to Seattle and he joined Joe O’Conner
on his way up to Fairbanks. He traveled to Chitina and ran into Ed Bartlett. He drove a team of
horses into Fairbanks for Ed. He had seven passengers, too. At Delta Junction he had a difficult
crossing.

He started a skating rink in front of the NC Company. He started an indoors skating rink, too at
the roller skating rink.

He worked for the railroad for a while. He met his wife, Rosanna Golden, in Fairbanks. She
moved to Washington. He moved down to Washington to get married and started a chicken farm.













