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Fabian Carey is introduces himself. Between 1840 and 1900 most of the trappers were
Native. By the time Hudson Bay pushed into the north the beaver days were done. The
best of the beaver trapping was over during the late 1830s. By the middle of the 1890s
there were several hundred men in the Yukon Valley looking for gold. Many of the early
prospectors combined trapping and prospecting if their luck wasn’t very good. They
turned to the pursuit of bear. Bears were killed for their hides. Steelddobps came into-use—
m-the1890s. After 1900 the country was overrun with prospectors. There wasn’t enough
good mining ground to go around and they turned to other things. There were about
seventy-five steamboats on the river at that time and wood had to be cut. The government
was busy cutting trails and building cabins throughout the country. Trapping emerged at
this time. In the early 1900s there were some good trappers around that did well. Any
month with an “r” in it was a good month for trapping. He talked about the different
grades of fur. Not all of the interior country was suitable for trapping. The head of the
Innoko was good trapping. The head of the Copper River and around Susitna was great
fur country. He was most concerned with the Yukon drainage. Long before men came
into the Yukon Valley to trap the coast was well known. The fur seal was pretty much
low by the 1840s. By the time the U.S. took over the population was recovering. The sea
otter had also been hunted almost to extermination until there were restrictions.

Another aspect of the fur trade was the black fox. The black fox was common on Prince
Edward Island, but rarer to the north. They started to raise them in captivity. Two
brothers started to raise them. They had to isolate them once the kits were born. They
were getting large amounts of money selling live pairs of fox. Inbreeding started to
become a problem. There were seasonal restrictions put on fox hunting. The game
commission recorded permits by the dozens for fox farming. There was a fox ranch at
Wonder Lake. The ranches are all gone except for one at Petersburg.

Dick Morris planned to raise muskrats about 1915. [it is difficult to understand this
section of the tape] Beaver ranching was discussed.

He talked about the value of an ax over a rifle for a trapper. There were certain rifles that
were popular with trappers. The ax was the one tool that was used for many uses,
building caches, cabins, making traps, etc. Other items were also important. Snowshoes
were important. There were different patterns for snowshoes. A different design was
required in Alaska.

Partnerships were an interesting study for Fabian. Most of the northerners were loners.
Some partnerships were good but most men preferred to work alone. In many instances
there were conflicts of opinions. The writing up of trap lines was to provide equal access
to the fur was complicated. The subject of who did the most work and who provided the
most work would come up. Usually one would sell out to the other. Trapping isn’t a field
that any man can devote long years to. The wilderness can be overwhelming to a lot of
men. It can be a solitary existence. It may be viewed as a mark of manliness and it is







