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Clara Rust said she planned to talk about her father’s newspaper experience. When she
was seven years old her father was a partner in a big printing company in Seattle,
Metropolitan and Binding Company. The company building was still standing at the time
of the interview. It was built in 1906.

Clara was born in Seattle, Washington on May 2, 1890. Her parents were from Ohio.
They traveled to Washington and worked on the Great Northern Railroad. Her father was
the third of thirteen children. When he was young he worked on a farm. At fifteen he ran
away and got a job in Leesberg, Ohio with a press company. He learned all about the
printing business. He eventually worked for the Leesberg Buckeye newspaper. He and his
wife then headed west. Her brother, Thane Thurston Hickman was born along the way.
Her father worked in a printing company in Seattle. It printed the first state papers in
Seattle. In 1889 his printing plant burned down in the big Seattle fire. He continued with
his newspaper work. Her father went up to the Klondike in 1897. He traveled over the
Chilkoot Pass and went over to Dawson. He decided it would be a good place to start a
newspaper. He traveled back over the White Pass and decided that would be the best
route. The Klondike Nugget in Dawson was established on June 16, 1898. It was a
weekly, then a daily and then finally a semi-weekly newspaper. On May 6, 1899 Zach
Hickman was the general manager of the paper, Gene Allen was the business manager
and the advertiser, George Allen was the overall editor, A.F. George was the city editor,
and Art Buhl was the artist and cartoonist. In 1899 her father pulled out of the newspaper.
The other newspaper, the Midnight Sun was established on June 14, 1898. Art Buhl later
worked on the Sacramento Bee. Both the newspapers in Dawson first came out on the
same day. It has been disputed which newspaper actually came out first.

Robert Service, Sam Dunham and Mr. Duncan all wrote for the Klondike Nugget. Gene
Allen contributed material to a book which was written by Russell A Bankson in 1935.
Gene Allen claimed in the book that he started the Klondike Nugget which Clara said
was not true. The book is no longer being published. Clara said Gene Allen was later
forced out of Dawson. Clara has given the university a copy of the Klondike Nugget.

Clara’s brother came up in 1907 to work at the Chatanika Light Company. Her brother
drowned in the Chatanika River in 1908 after falling through the ice. Clara was living in
Seattle at the time. After her brother died she came up to Fairbanks to join her mother.
She took the “Susie” up to Fairbanks. She and another girl and six men were the only
passengers. She traveled up the Yukon River. It took her 32 days to get from Seattle to
Fairbanks.










