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HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESUMES MESTINGS
by Charley Mayse

After a summer's vacation the Tanana Yukon Historical Society
resumed its regular monthly meetings Thursday eveni ig.

Featured speaker was Mrs. Bess Chamberlain who recalled many interesting fac
facets of her life in Alaska, speaking with the authority that only 53 years of
residence can give.

Newly marriedshe came first to Alaska in 1915, via the Yukon River route.
Her then-husband, Sam Magids, was operating a string of tr.ding posts, most of them
in the Arctic.

At that time the bride had never cooked a meal, was throughly igmorant of
the conditions soon to confront her in the North and hadn't so much as laid a
wood fire in her life.

But she was Canadian born, of pioneer stock and bound and determined to
make a success of her marriage. Within a year's time so thoroughly had she
adapted herself to the country that whe was handling her own seven-dog team
and traveling and camping out like a veteran.

It becgme the Magids custom to tuke their furs out for shipment to Lon-
don in the spring and return north again in the fall by steamer. On one of these
occasions she met Roal Amundsen, noted explorer who had the distinction of vis-
iting both the North and South Polar regions. After the death of her husband soon

afterward, Mrs. Ma_ids became engaged to Amundsen and was on her way to Norway to










