/-196 - '-/9- 3 2_

•

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT ON HORLD WAR II IN KODIAK

Pete Olsen
On
Cordova, Alaska in the 1920s & 1930s
And
The Kennicott Mines
The Depression Years
Building of the Armed Forces Bases on Kodiak

•

World War II in

Alask~

Early Years in Kodiak
By
Monte C. Pelto
On November 21, 1991
Kodiak, Alaska

•

& Kodiak

•

Monte Pelto: Navy Base?
Pete Olsen: Yea. Well, navy, army and of course the marines were with the navy
there. And I worked there until a, until February of 1943, and then I quit. I
knew I was going to get drafted and, I ah, just felt that I shouldn't be just
drawing big pay. Of course, I was, I was only making $1.31 per hour

then, but,

we got in some long hours so a, I took home as much as four hundred dollars a
week then.
Monte Pelto: Thats alot of money at that time.
Pete Olsen: Yea, but, we worked anywheres from twelve to eighteen hours a day.
We were handling dry cement. They were building the, they were building the run-
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ways then , and so we were handling on the average of five thousand sacks of cement a day. There was suppose to be twenty of us on that job but, two thirds of
the time there was only about fourteen of us. So when that job was finished our
boss was well pleased with us that stayed on so, he told us he would recommend
any job we want, and

my buddy, he was, he had run a jack hammer before that and

I didn't know what a jack hammer was. So I went'to work with him. And, of course
!~learned

that a, those heavy jack hammers were nothing but hard work. In them

days of course we were working out in the , cold north wind., blowing and be
around 15 degrees above.
Monte Pelto: What was the feeling like around Kodiak at that time? Did you guys
feel the Japanese might be coming anytime, and maybe bombing Kodiak.
Pete Olsen: Well I don't know how most of the people felt, but, I, that
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Sunday

morning went to breakfast and I noticed lot of the foremen were running around.
Usually it

a, breakfast was only half, half full, but I noticed a bunch of fore-

men running around to different men and then they eat fast and take off. I
couldn't figure out what was going on. So on my way back to barracks I met my
5
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brother, and he said , he is going to work now, the Japs had bombed Pearl Harbor .
Of course you know we were young and well, in six months that we will have them
down on their knees. Then ah, it was a long six months.
Monte Pelto: So how long did you, right after the war you stayed in Kodiak from
the time you got here until , until now? I mean the army never shipped

you out

to any place?
Pete Olsen: Oh, well, when I quit then I, the day I quit my ah, then I got a
notice to report home to Port Induction. So I went home and they sent me then
to Valdez, and I got a little

bi~

of training there but then not to much. Then

they were building up a little stevevadore base in Valdez, and that, that camp
was right there where the new Valdez is now, and they give me a saw and hammer.
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I was there, I was there until, what was it oh, the first part of 1944. Right
early 1944 they transferred me to Whittier and, and transferred, transferred
me to the, Harbor Craft. It was, it was, the army had a bunch of shuttle boats
for shuttling between islands for transporting supplies and soilders and so I
was an army boat out of Whittier. There which at that time we would well, we
travel down far as Prince Rupert and we were, all along the coast out to Adak.
And then in the end of 1945 they shipped me back to Anchorage for a discharge,
and , I got discharged in March. I was in, I was in the army just oh, about a
week and a half short of three years. Then I got out of the army and Oh, I got
married in the army and my wife lived in Afognak, so I moved to a, Afognak since
had a wife there and then we moved to, we were there a year, a year and a half.
Then we moved to Kodiak, so !could look for work and we have been in Kodiak ever

•

since.
Monte Pelto: Ever since what 1945?
Pete Olsen: Ah, well, I been around Kodiak Island ever since 1940 with the excep-
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tion of the three years in the army. Then a, 1945 I was in Afognak. Then I think
it was ah, fall of 1946 we moved to Kodiak, and we been here ever since.
Monte Pelto: Well, I think that about should about do it Pete.
Pete Olsen: Thats it bub.
Monte Pelto: We got another side if we can write this
But this was great •
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down and see what we got.
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