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INTERVIEW WITH HAZEL JONES 

On first meeting Hazel Jones I could see that she was a congenial 
and good-natured person who liked to share her love of Alaska with 
others. As I entered her beautiful home which overlooked the town 
of Kodiak I noticed an incredible amount of Alaskan artwork. I was 
overwhelmed with the collection of Alaskan treasures which 
decorated her inviting and cozy home. It was also noticeable the 
pride that Hazel Jones felt about living in Alaska and being 
present during some of the most memorable parts of Alaska history. 

The following is an interview taken on November 9, 1991 with Hazel 
Jones: 

SB: When did you arrive in Kodiak? 

HJ: June 1941 

• SB: Who did you arrive with? 

HJ: My mother and dad, two older sisters, one older brother, 
and my youngest brother who was three at the time. We 
arrived on the "Denali" which was an Alaskan steamship. 
Planes weren't flying in Alaska too much except for 
military use. We came over from Ketchikan. we had lived 
there for two years. 

SB: Were you surprised to be moving to Kodiak at the time 
or was it an expected move? 

HJ: My dad Alfred Owen owned a shingle mill and we lived on 
Lake Washington in Kennydale right at the end of the 
depression in 1939, and there wasn't alot of work before 
that. When the depression hit, he owned a lumber yard 
with his dad in Seattle. They built houses and carried 
loans on the houses. When the depression hit the people 
were not able to pay off the loans so that hit hard. He 
graduated from the University of Washington and moved 
around a great deal trying to find work. It was really 
tough times. We lived in Kennydale for two years. He 
decided to tear the mill down and take it to Alaska. With 
the forest service's permission he was able to build it 

• 
in Mud Bay (in Ketchikan). He also took with him some 
banny roosters and went across on the barge. He came 
north and we stayed with his dad and mother. We came up 
on an old freighter called the "Tongass" which can now 
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