Summary for H87-82-28
Tilly Link is interviewed by Gayle Maloy in Fairbanks, Alaska on 10/18/85

SIDE 1

Gayle Maloy interviews Tilly Link in Fairbanks, AK on 10/18/85. Link’s oldest
daughter has a birthday on October 13 and she says they always get the first snow. It’s
22 degrees outside right now.

Tilly was born Matilda Urtel on November 11, 1907, in a little town in Germany.
Ten years later they moved to a bigger town. Her father, Simon Urtel, had a winery. She
was schooled in a Catholic girls school. After graduation she worked for the telephone
company in Landau. She had many friends and they had a wonderful time.

One day her granduncle, who had immigrated to America in 1869, Nicolas Urtel,
showed up. Her family had no idea they had relatives in America. He encouraged Tilly
to go to America. Her mother would not hear of it. Tilly had an older brother and an
older sister. Tilly begged her mother to let her go and said she’d only stay 2 years.
Finally her mother said yes. In the summer of 198 she left for Baltimore. It was a sad
departure.

There were lots of young people on the boat going to America, and after they got
their sea legs, they had a good time. Tilly, though, didn’t like the beds—she was used to
feather beds. Rooms were cold in Germany; you always had a hot-water bottle and a
feather bed and kept very warm.

Tilly met her uncle and her Aunt Margaret in Baltimore. In 2 weeks she started
working as a nursemaid for the Rothschilds. Barbara and Arnold were the children, and
Felix Arnold Rothschild was the father. Tilly got room and board and $15/wk. She met
other German girls on walks doing the same thing.

She went to night school, where she met her future husband, Frank Link. Her
uncle made her save all her money. He put it in a building association with 6% interest.
They were on the verge of going bankrupt when Tilly asked to get her money out. They
wouldn’t give it to her. She cried and said she was getting married, and they did give it
to her. The Links bought some furniture for their brick house, which they rented for
$25/month.

Her aunt and uncle encouraged her to get married and stay in America. They told
her a man doesn’t need to have any money here, as long as he likes to work. They got
married in 1930, and their first child was born in October 1931. Tilly’s husband had
learned the sheet metal and plumbing trade in Germany, and was working.

One day in 1931, Frank’s brother Paul wrote them from Fairbanks and said the
future was there. The new schoolhouse, post office, and courthouse had just been built.
They said, why not, we’re young. Tilly’s sister said, “Before you go to the end of the
world, go visit Mama.” They had a hard time selling their furniture, as it was the
Depression. The neighbors bought their player piano for $15.

Frank left on the Greyhound bus in March 1933 for Seattle. Tilly went to
Germany with her daughter, Marianne. Her mother was delighted to see her first
granddaughter.















