Summary for H87-82-25
zﬁlabeth Hanlon is interviewed by Gayle Maloy in Fairbanks, Alaska on 9/20/85

SIDE 1

Gayle Maloy interviews Annabeth Hanlon in Fairbanks, AK on 9/20/85. She’s
best known as a teacher in the Fairbanks school system. Clyde Lawson, the “Carrot
King,” grows very sweet carrots, and sent some along with Hanlon for Maloy.

On November 2, 1902, Hanlon was born in the Indian Territory now known as
Oklahoma. She’s nearly 83, and looks beautiful, says Maloy. Hanlon’s father came from
Canada; he graduated from Toronto University in law. He came down to OK to help his
brother herd cattle. He was so entranced with the country, he became admitted to the bar
there. He was postmaster in one town, and judge in another town. One time he was
defending a case and the other lawyer pointed out that he wasn’t a U.S. citizen. The
judge asked him if he wanted to become a citizen; he said yes, and he got his citizenship
right then and there.

He was quite a pioneer--that’s why he didn’t object when Hanlon went to AK.
Hanlon’s maiden name was Annabeth Elizabeth Rennie (Scotch). She had 8 siblings.

All her sisters became teachers. She was quite a tomboy, and says she was sent to
women'’s college to become a lady. She washed dishes there for 7 years, to work her way
through, and says she didn’t become a lady.

Hanlon has been a music teacher. She played the bass fiddle in the orchestra at
college. She also tried the piano. Her master’s degree was in voice and public school
music. She always wanted to be a teacher. She got a BA in music and a BS in botany,
and fellowship to OK University. She got a master’s in zoology. She also attended
Chicago University, for pre-med studies, and Northwestern University as well.

A superintendent was coming from the Philippines up to work in AK, and was
recruiting teachers. Hanlon was teaching science at the U of OK, but she said she’d just
as soon got to AK, and she’d just as soon teach music. She arrived in Seattle 2 weeks
later, in 1927, after she and her mother gathered all the wool and long johns from the attic
to pack with her. She says she never wore the long johns until she began to dog race.

Hanlon landed here on September 6, 1927. She was on a leave-of-absence of 1
year from the U of OK. At the end of that time, though, she didn’t have enough money to
go anywhere. When she arrived, she knew nothing about AK. She soon found out the
people here were pretty sharp. Some had come here because they had asthma, and this
was a good country for it, says Hanlon.

She didn’t know everyone in town came out to meet the new teachers. She saw a
vehicle that said Nordale Hotel when she arrived, so she went over and got in it. Some
people were laughing, but she didn’t think anything of it. It was actually just the hack for
the luggage, she found out later. Tony Nordale was at the hotel. She said she didn’t have
any money, and he said no one ever did. She got a room for $35/month. Her salary was
$200/month.

At the hotel, she signed the register, adding U.S.A. at the end. A man walked
over and saw this and said, “She doesn’t even know we’re in the United States.” She
replied, “So what?” That was the end of the conversation. Afterwards Mr. Nordale told
her that was the president of the university, Judge Bunnell.












