Summary for H87-82-24
Paul Griemann is interviewed by Gayle Maloy in Fairbanks, Alaska on 5/24/85

Gayle Maloy interviews Paul Griemann, Sr., in Fairbanks, AK on 5/24/85. He’s
best known for his work in transportation in interior AK.

Griemann has been in Fairbanks 63 years. On Sept. 1, 1923 at 10:00 they stopped
at the corner of 3" and Cushman St. The first person he talked to was W.F. Thompson,
because they saw a sign in the window of Pete Steele’s Grocery Store that said, “Cabins
for Rent.” W.F. Thompson looked over his glasses at them while he talked. He wrote an
article about them; Griemann wishes he’d kept it. They started out from Chicago July 6,
and arrived Sept. 1. In those days, newcomers to Fairbanks stuck out like a sore thumb.

He was born February 2, 1902 in Hookdale, IL, a farming village. It was a
German community. Prior to WWI, everything was in German there, like church
services, etc. Only one “Yankee” family lived in the area, the Bates, who had 8 or 9
children. Griemann’s grandfather had come over from Germany.

Griemann left home when he was 16. He had a disagreement with his father over
tractors. Griemann suggested selling the horses and feed and buying a tractor. His dad
wanted to stay with horses.

Johnny Tomrick, since deceased, and his brother Henry, Griemann’s brother, and
Griemann are the only ones left of “that generation.” Johnny and Griemann teamed up;
the Tomrick farm had a tractor on it.

Griemann went to his uncle’s, and worked for the C, B, & Q Railroad for 2
months on a coal chute. Everything in those days was coal-fired. He helped his uncle
harvest crops in the fall, and returned home.

A week later his cousin Henry Girding was going north, near Decatur, to shuck
corn. Griemann went with him and got a job on a farm with the Baileys and shucked
corn for 2 months. There were lots of Bailey families in that area. He made about $250.
He returned home after this, and helped his brother-in-law’s father with his dairy farm
(the Kleiner Farm). Kleiner’s grandfather, Kaiser, had been the first to process
condensed cream.

Two or three years later he got $25 together to register at a mechanic school, and
then gathered the money to rent an apartment in Chicago, $12/month. The streetcar cost
6 cents each way, so he didn’t use the streetcar, in order to save money. He usually
cooked for himself, but sometimes went out and had a Smith’s Cafeteria dinner. A T-
bone steak with all the trimmings could be had for 35 cents in those days.

Griemann was about 18 when he went to Ray Automobile School. It was
supposed to be a 6-week course, but Griemann spent over a year there, and learned all
facets of mechanic work, as well as building batteries and acetylene welding. This was
required knowledge, especially when you got out into remote areas.

At the school, he met Mr. Pearl, a secret service man for the Illinois Central
Railroad. Through him he got a job with the railroad. He worked there for 3 years, at
$5.50/day.

Griemann bought a used Model T Ford for $125 and overhauled it. He and Mr.
Pearl drove it all the way to AK. He traces their route through the states. When they left
for Seattle, Griemann had two destinations in mind: Buenos Aires, Argentina, or










