Summary for H87-82-11
Earl Cook is interviewed by Gayle Maloy in Fairbanks, Alaska on 1/11/85

SIDE1

Gayle Maloy interviews Earl Cook in Fairbanks, AK on 1/11/85. Cook is best
known for his work in real estate in Fairbanks. He’s been here since March of 1938.

He was born February 23, 1913; he’s almost 72. He was born in northern MN,
and lived there until his second year of high school. He had an older brother and a
younger sister. The family disintegrated and he could no longer stand northern MN, so
he went to stay with relations in another MN town.

He graduated high school in 1930, during the Great Depression. There was no
work, but he’d saved enough money to go a year and a quarter to the U of MN. Then he
ran out of money and took to the road with a high school friend. They rode the rails west
and he’ll never forget the first time they tried to hop off a moving train. They wanted to
visit a brother of his friend’s in MT, who was training as a pilot for Northwest Airlines.
They jumped off the train and went along with it, instead of turning to the opposite
direction, and he says they both almost went under.

They picked fruit and shocked grain, and sent their money home, hoping to save
enough to go back to school. When he got home, Cook found that his siblings had
needed the money more than he and had spent it. Cook went to ID and stayed with his
aunt and uncle, milking cows; eventually he wound up in Boise, enrolled in business
school and cooked in a little café. He met his wife in Boise, and got married in 1936.

He was then working for the Union Pacific Railroad, but was bumped to a lesser
position, and was then laid off. They spent the winter of 1938 in L. A. By that time, his
sister and brother had moved to AK. They arranged for Cook and his wife to come up to
Fairbanks. They came up on an AK Steamship. The menus were illustrated pictures of
dogs done by Josephine Crumrine. This fall he met the artist and asked her if she had a
set of those menus. She did, and gave them to Cook.

On the train from Seward coming up, there was a very ill woman, who was quite
obnoxious, says Cook. His brother and sister had arranged to rent them a house on 3™
Ave. When they got to Fairbanks, the ill woman went straight to St. Joseph’s Hospital.
It seems the man renting the Cooks the house was her husband (or pimp—they
discovered later the woman was part of The Line), and when the sick woman got home
they had to move out. They found a little log cabin nearby. Cook’s brother went to get
the rent money back from the man, who said he didn’t have it. The man and his wife got
in a fight, and he took a shot at her and grazed her. That was the Cooks’ introduction to
Fairbanks.

About 2 weeks later Cook went to work in the office of the F. E. Co., where he
worked for 5 years, until 1943. He did some office work and some driving work. They
were expecting their first baby in 1939, and negotiated for a loan to build a house. In the
meantime they moved out of the cabin to an apartment on 2" Ave. (in Burns Apts.) right
by the Co-op. In the spring of 1940 they moved into their current house.

On the boat up they met Jack and Elsie Grebes (seasonal workers for the F. E.
Co.), Ann Strand (whose husband was a miner), and Jack Bullock (who got off at
Cordova and flew to his destination). Later, Bullock was in Nome and married Edith
















