


Frank Jones 2 

the interview was made.not as a biography but to gai.n 

information about riverb()at life and operation. 

Jones describes the 
,, 

different boats that operated, 

the differepces in river~.and river channela; he 'tells how 

(on reel one)the sternwntelers were winched through Whitehorse 

Rapids--later he says, power boats were able to JO through easily. 

He tells,,about a trip up t}J.e Porcupine River to Rampart 

House in 19i2 to pick up· boundary surveyors. 

Jones disbussea poling th~ river channels for depth, Which 

wa•~ replaced by the us~ of fathometers. He describes how 

the bo~ts pushed barges up to 230" in ienghh, two abreast; 

he describes the pilot's work, ptckl.ng channels; various 

details of running the boats. 

Jones is freer in vonversation on reel 2, and talk is both 

easier and in more detail. 

Between the two reels, the conversation gives many insights 

into Alaaka's early riverboat life. To wit: 

"Holy Cross was _called 'railroad city' because there was 

a tramway for loading. freight. The boats ran from Nenana 
' ' 

to Holy Cross as soon as the ice went out of the Yukon; 

coming back sometimes in the fall they'd meet a little ice •••.• 

I don't think there was ever a time, night or day, . 

that you'd come into Ruby or Tanana or any of those little 

towns, that the whole ·town wouldn't be there to meet the boat• 

It was -~ene of· the most exciting things there was at these 

villages. The whole. town would come out." 
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