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Sadie Brower Neakbk is United States Commissioner at Barrow,
and is the daughter of the founder of the community, Charles Brower.
The interview was made on a Sunday, Sadie's "day off,ﬁ but she
took time out from other plans to make the tapes--we walked over
to her offices to have quiet because several children at her house
made quiet impossible,

This is one of the most unﬁsual tapes I have collected and
it is difficult to describe its contents betause there is a great
deal of subjective implication that is not strictly explicit.
Barrow--a town ofrove# 3500 today, composed of factions - Eskimo
blood line groups - from all over northwestern Alaska--stands where
one there was only the Cape Smythe Whaling and Trading Station,
founded by Sadie's father. People who worked for Charlie Brower
are today strong leaders in the community, and Eskimo people ure
proud, and very subtly competetive., If a person knows other
Barrow people, knows the history of the families and some of the
subtle interchanges between groups that make up the present pop-
ulation, one can glean more than the words alone,

Explicitly, this tape tells the story of Sadie's life, and
a good bit of her father's, and the unusual story of her mother's life,

Off tape, Sadie told me that her fathc%gigﬁé%%%iogrAphy is
not truly such; he had submitted his original manuscriptto a friend
who was a publisher; the "friend" had the book rewtitten to popularize
it, then, still unsatisfied, he had the rewritten version again

rewritten--hence much was lost and changed in the revision.
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‘Knowing there m. such ‘e-u:e‘qd from the M?aho, Sadie
told me she spent a jme dul of ﬂio 'wu:h her tnth.: during the |
last year or two of his life, u-kiu; stories from him abcue tho
urly years when ho nttlod at urrow. ‘She aaid she uncod to
get same of mu onte the tm now, "tor the record,.” |

This 1is tho story she told: | S e e

thuo came to Amu in 1882. His ship was cmht in tln
ice, but he got off of it some duuaeo from shore, m: Point ll-po.
He expected to be able to :oturn eo ‘th.‘lhi.’. but it.ves -aaught in

& lead and put out to 'uc. 80 mﬂu vas lott on the. leo.” He
mmttoportmngmnhom tm bycvmn. ‘mktook, .M
her brothers, from Peint !lm. ' , .

Tuktook gnd her brothers took tharlie to their igloo to murse
‘him, Now, at this time, before any white men had come to Point Hope,
thorcm a omn;“vnm-chiot who declared that m«m should
be killed if they ceme into the village. mcm and her brothers
made this clear to Charlie, and one day, out mem.‘;.m'mm
attempted to kill Charlie. He was able to "turm the.tables” and
best the shaman in some way so that the sheman becamhis dedgor.
After that they became gosd friends, Ghatlie then merried Tuktook
and eventually moved to Barrow and founded the miui;i-uuon.'

Tuktook had four children, end died in childbirth wigh the
last. i ' | | o

Later, th.u children were sent to the states and reised by
Charlies'mselatives; of them, Sadie satesmis one who mede a trip to
Barrow, T . |
After Tukteok died, Charlie hired a weman to care for the
children, Her name in Eskime was Ahseangatuk, which meant "my
little sweet berry.* |
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Muua.cm ovoatuuy urrtod Charlie, and chtl wvas the
mother of all the Brower ahtuna (now the elder ”aontton)
who hnvo cont:tbutod 80 uny eo the Barrow cmtty.

IM.. is the atory of Ahseangatuk. |

Ahgeangatuk was born &t V'Shtlhnnn!f on the Seward Peninsula,
mm;m'. mother ated when the gtrl was a baby, . 1t was |
co-fbﬁ puette”é ‘“. the mhu to l;t-a al.ﬂ-ehtid die when there
was no.one tao care for it, so Ahnlmtuk was buried alive with
her metier, |

Sho had cuor btothan, m.:. ‘Two young brothers kame to
visit their mother's ;u'n. .nd h“:d ‘the bcby erying., Overcems,
unable to bear tio sound of the baby crytaa, they opened. the grave
and took Ahoungnm eut, and back tc thotr i,gloo. The bdbrothers
then were :upmi.bh fo,r the ;ul-ehtu, and so they raised her.
When Ahseangatuk was & young woman the family traveled north; whether
to unw. or to mthor village vhere Charlie hu-od or "tound® her
vu unelocr. At ﬁu.c point hewever, she came uto M.s smploy and
oubuqucntl.y married him, | koo id
~ Gharlie had ten ehlldm by Muungatuk; ro-, TM owned the
Browsitille hetel and store was the eldest, and mu -n the

sixth fourch, She was born im 1916, - -

mm-u. sent mu, when ahc was 13, in 1929, ta ;schoel in
c-luomu. Her olﬂor sum was studying nuroi.ag in urkolpy.
Sadie went: to a Msh cehool near the Prnldto; in 1934 she ;raduuod.
She took ontnneo oxanl for smnm University, pnud them and was
accepted, lho phnmd to oam Stanford that uu, but in the summer
she had an attack of cppcndtueu and undod ta t:ho ho.pi.tll.
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Her sister at Berkelgy brought her e fimily album to enjoy
while she was e‘oniul.uctug. It made Sadie hemesick. About that
tl.i.. a femily friend came to see her and told ;her he was bound -
for Alaska. Sadie begged him to teke her with him, Finally he
asreed. She qail.od north that summer, landed p‘am and aent
word to her !aﬂur cho‘ needed ’trnnlporuttqa'eﬁ"w te Mtw. When
she finally arrived at Barrow, it was fall, and h‘ri‘lh.t was just
leaving to nko another child south te oc’hooi. He was ashu: that
Sadie should h.vo forsaken her chance to ;o to sua!ord. but left
. her: boh!.nd.

Sadie continues to describe her life following hot ruurn to
Bmov. then ;otug on eo nehool it lkl.utn thlml School where
oho vorkod as a teacher's aide} :hon to the ﬂni.vcut:p 0! Alnu
\mot. she worked with Otto Go!.lt; then blok to llttow .Qud I.rﬂ.lco
to Nate, who- she says had "no !orul dmtton. but is educated
in the things that mateer."  With Nate, Sadle jhad twelwse children.

Scdh was mayor or Barsow for six years, and has deen
magistrate atneo 1962--m1n years,

Sadie eouo hov she boem ngututo by holpl.ag her father
who was u.s, Mutmr. She tqlh ] twvntnlol about her
father's sarly life at Barrow toward the end of the interview
on reel thuc; and finslly eo’nvoruuoi turm to present day
problems at Barrow in odmtlén,‘leopoltu. and political
develepment, ” '
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